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Biographia Evangelica. 


GEORGE ABBOT, 
ARCHBISHOP or CANTERBURY. 


was more fo by his parts and learning, and by his 

zeal for the Proteftant Religion. He had great 
influence in the public affairs of his time. We thall 
leave, however, as much as poflible, the detail of his 
tranfaétions, as a great member of the ftate, to the civil 
hiftorian, and confine ourfelves, principally, to thofe 
circumftances of his fife, which mark him as a public 
Governor in the Church, or reprefent him in his funétion 
as a Man of GOD. 

He was horn Offoher 29, 1562, at Guildford, in Surry, 
of very worthy parents ; remarkably siingulihed by ther 
fteady Real for the proteftant religion ; for their living 
long and happily together, and for their Gngular felicity 
in their children, While his mother was pregnant with 
this fon, fhe is faid to have had a dream which proved at 
once an omen and an inftrument of his future fortunes, 
Her dream was this, She fancied the was told in her 
fleep, that if fhe could eat a jack, or pike, the child the 
went with would prove a fon, and rife to great prefer- 
ment. Not long after this, in taking a pail of water out 
of the river ey, which ran by their houfe, fhe acciden- 
tally caught a jack, and had thus an odd opportunity of 
fulfilling her dream, This tory being much talked of, 
and coming to the ears of fome perions of diflinétion, 
they offered to become {ponfors for the child, which was 
Kindly accepted ; and they had the goodnels to afford 
many teltimonies of iheir sieGion to their Godfon, while 
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at fchool, and after he was fent to the univerfity. Suck 
were the good effects at leaft of his mother’s dreani. 
‘When he was grown up to an age proper for receiving 
the firft tin€ture of learning, he was fent with his elder 
brother Rofert to the free-fchool, erected in their native 
town of Guildford, by K. Edward VI. and having 
paffed through the rudiments of literatnre, under the 
care of Mr. Francis Taylor, who bad then the direction 
of that fchool, he was in 1578 removed to the univerfity 
of Oxford, and entered a itudent in Batiol-college. On 
November 29, 1§83, being then bachelor of arts, he was 
#lected probationer-fellow of his college ; and afterwards 
proceeding in the faculty of arts, he entered into holy 
orders, and became a celebrated preacher in the univerfity. 
He commenced bachelor of divinity in 1593, and pro- 
«ceeded door in that faculty in May 1597: And in the 
month of September, of the fame year, he was elected 
mafter of Univerfity-college. About this time it was, 
that the firft differences began between him and Dr, Laud, 
which fubfifted as long as they lived, and were the caute of 
great uncafinels to both. In the year following, which 
was 1598, he publifhed a Latin work which did him great 
honor; and which was afterwards reprinted in Germany. 
On March 6, 1599, he was inftalled dean of ‘ncbefiors 
in the rooin of Dr. Martin Heton, who was preferred to 
the hifhoprick of Ely: Dr. Abbor being then about thirty- 
feven years of age. Some writers fay that he was alfo 
dean of Gloucefler, but this is abfolutely a miftake. In 
1600, he was vice-chancellor of the univerfity of Oxford, 
and diftinguithed himfelf while in that high office, by the 
pinion he gave with refpeét to the fetting vp again the 
crofs in Cheapfide, about which there were great difpates 5 
but in the end he carried his point againft Sr Bancroft, 
then bifhop of Lendon, and afterwards archbithop of 
Canterbury; which gained him great reputation, as ap- 
pears by a tract publithed on that fubje&t. The crofs at 
Cheapfide was taken down in the year 1600, in order to 
be repaired, and upon this occafion, the citizens of 
London deficed the advice of both univerfities on this 
queftion : Whether the faid crofs fhould be re-ereéted or 
“not? And Dr. 4béo1, as vice-chancelfor of Oxford, gave 
it as his apinion, that the crucifix with the dove upon it 
fhould nat be again fet up, but approved rather of a 
pyramid, or tome other matter of mere ornament, for 
the reatons affigned in his letter. In this determination 
he afted contifiently with his own practice, when anhis 
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{aid office he cauted feveral fuperftitious pi€tures to he 
burnt at the market-place of Oxford, and among the reft, 
one in which was the figure of God the Father, over a 
crucitix, ready to receive the foul of Chrift 5 and he 
profedes in this letter, that he was moved to fuch pro- 
ceedings hy his own obfervation and experience, “ E 
“ remember (thys he) in that college [Baliol] where 1 
« firit lived, a young man was taken praying, and beating 
«© his breaft, before a crucifix ina window ; which cauled 
6 the mafter and fellows to pull it down and fet up 
¢¢ other glafs. Which example, makes me nothing doubt, 
«but that the crofs in Cheapfide hath many, in the 
* ewilight and morning early, who do reverence betore 
“ it, befides Campian, whoie at is famous, or rather 
«6 infamous, for it. And, { aminformed, that fo much 
“* hath been fignitied by the neighbours, or inqueft, mak~ 
«¢ ing prefentments concerning the circumitances of this 
“‘ caufe. By all which, I do conclude, that it is a 
*¢ monument of their fuperftition; a great inducement, 
“* and may be a ready way to idolatry ; and that there 
‘© can be no tolerable ufe of this matter, which may be 
“© able to countervail the dangers and obloquy arifing 
S¢ upon the retaining of it; and fo much the rather, be- 
*€ caufe it is perceived that many evil affected men do 
* make their advantage from hence, to infinuate into the 
“ minds of their credulous hearers, that it is a token of 
© the return of their faith again into this land, fince 
«© their monuments are not extinguifhed in the chief ftreet 
«© of our greateft city.” 

He afterwards defires, that the reader would obferve, 
that the magiftrates are to redrels’ fuch enormities 
«© For (continues he) I do not permit inferior men to run 
< headlong about fuch matters ; and to rend, break, and 
« tear, as well within, as without the churches, which 
© was that which Luther reprebended ; but the advice and 
«© confent of {uperior powers is to be had herein, that all 
«6 things may be done decently and in order.” He held 
it theretore neceffary, that they fhould apply to the arch- 
bifhop of Canterbui ices and to the -bithop of 
London [Bancrafi] for infirudtions. ‘The iifue of the 
matter was, that the crofs only was erected again, with- 
out either the body or the dove, which was agrecable in 
the main to the fentiments of the vice-chancellor, and 
the heads of houfes at Oxford. © 

He likewife publifhed the fame year his fermons on the 
prophet Fonab, which were received with great applauie. 
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In 1603, he was again chofcn vice-chancellor of the 
univerfity, and ditcharged that office a fecond time with 
general approbation. In the fucceeding year 1604, that 
tranflation of the Bible, which is now in ule, was made by 
the direction of K. Fames, and Dr. Abbot was the fecond 
of eight earned divines in the univerfity of Oxford, to 
whom the care of tranflating the whole New Teftament 
(excepting the Epiftles) was committed, He likewite 
publifhed this year an anfwer to Dr. Hill’s Reafons for 
upholding Popery. In 1605, he was a third time vice- 
chancellor. In the fucceeding year, he is faid to have had 
a great share in the troubles of Laud, who was called to 
an account by the vice-chancellor, Dr. Ayry, for a fermon 
of his preached before the univerfity ; and that year, like. 
wife, he loft his father and mother, 

In 1608, died his great patron Thomas Sackville, earl of 
Dorfet, lord high treafarer of England, and chancellor of 
the univerfity of Oxford, fuddenly at the council table ; 
at whofe funeral, Dr. Abdo preached a fermon, which 
was afterwards printed, anil generally commended, 

After his deceafe, Dr. 4bdo¢ became chaplain to George 
Hume, earl of Dunbar, and treafurer of Scotland, one of 
K. gamers early favourites, and who all along had a very 
high fhare in his efteem; and with him he went this year 
into Scotland, in order to affift in the execution of a very 
important defign, for eftablifhing an union between the 
Churches in that kingdom and this, wherein he behaved 
with fo much prudence and moderation as gained him x 
very high charaler, and is thought to have been the firtt 
fiep to all his future preferment. 

Dean Asbo: now ftood fo high in the king’s favor, 
that on the death of Dr. Overton, bifhop -of Litchfield 
and Coventry, which happened the latter end of April, 
1609, his majefty thought of Dr. Abbot for his fuccellors 
and he was accordingly confecrated bifhop of thofe united 
fees, on December 3, in the fame year. But this, it fees, 
did not appear in the king’s eyes a fufficient recompence 
for the fervices rendered him by fo able a man; and 
therefore, before he had fat a month in this bifhoprick, 
he was tranflated to London, that fee becoming void hy 
the death of Dr. Thomas Rewis; and he was according! 
removed thither on the zoth of Fanuary following. It 
was but a fhort time that he poffeffed both thefe hi- 
fhopricks 3 and y that fhort time, he fo remarkably 
diftinguifhed h hy the diligent performance of his 
funtion, by confiant preaching, and by exprefling the 
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utmoft readinefs to promote learning and learned men, 
that he obtained a general good character, as appears 
from feveral memorials of thofe times. 

‘While the good bithop was thus employed, a new op- 
portunity offered of the king’s teftifying his eiteem of, 
and confidence in him, by the archiepitcopal fee of Gunz 
terbury’s becoming vacant, as it did on the 2d of November, 
1610, by the death of Dr. Richard Bancroft. “Whe court 
bifhops immediately caft their eyes upon the celebrated 

Dr. Lancelot Andrews, then bifhop of Ely, and pointed 
him out to the king, as one fufficicutly qualified to take 
ypon him the government of the church; and they. 
thought this recommendation, joined to the king’s known, 
regard for the parts and piety of this cminent man, 
enough to fecure his promotion to the primacy ; but ei- 
ther the king himfelf thought of the bifhop of Londony, 
or he was propofed to him by his old friend and patron, 
the earl of Dunbar ; aud therefore, withour taking the 
advice of thofe prelates, his majelty preferred bilhop 
Abbot to the fee of Canterbury, in which he was teated on 
the gth of .4pril, 1611 ; and, on the 23d of June fullow- 
ing, was fwora, of bis inajefty’s moit honourable privy 
council. 

‘Thus we fee him, before he had arrived at the age of 
fifty, exalted to the higheit dignity in the church, and 
celebrated by Godwin, one of his contemporaries, and 
a bifhop too, for his learning, eloquence, and indet: 
tigable diligence in preaching and writing, notwithfland- 
ing the great burthen that lay upon him, from the 
fary attendance on the duties of his high office; efpecially. 

in the high-coumiffien court, which fat weekly 

uce, and his regular «ffiting at council, which, 
while his health permitted, he never failed. At this time, 
he was in the highett favor both with prince and people, 
and appears to have had a principal hand in all the great 
tranfactions in church and ftate; he was never eficemed 

irous of carrying his 
prevogative, as primate «€ Eugland, to_an extraordinary 
the; yet, as foon as he had taken po%efion of the arch- 

‘optick, he fhewed a ite 
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Ralph Winwood was employed ; and when it was found 
difficult to obtain from the ftates that fatisfaction which 
the king defired, his grace, in conjunétion with the lord 
treafurer, E. of Salifoury, framed an expedient for con- 
tenting both parties. In all probability this alarmed fome 
of the warm churchmen at home, who were by no means 
pleafed with the king’s difcountenancing abroad thofe 
opinions which themfelves favored in both univertities ; 
but, whatever their fentiments upon this matter might 
be, archbifhop bor feems to have had as great concern 
for the church, as any of them, when he thought it 
really in danger, as appears by a fhort and plain letter of 
his to Sir Ralph Winwood, about one Mr. Amias, who 
had been appointed preacher in the Engli/h congregation at 
the Hague, of whom the bifhop fays, that he was a fit 
perfon to breed up the captains and foldiers there in 
mutiny and faction, and, confequently, very unfit for 
his office. 

His great concern for the true intereft of religion, 
made him a zealous promoter of the match between the 
Elefor Palatine and princefs Elizabeth; and that prince 
being here in the beginning of the year 1612, his grace 
thought fit to invite the nobility that attended him to an 
entertainment, at his archiepifcopal palace at Lambeth, 
where, though uninvited and unexpected, the elector 
himfelf reforted, to fhew his great refpe&t for the arch+ 
hithop, and was fo well pleafed with his welcome, that 
when he feafted the members of the privy council at 
Effex-houfe, be thewed particular refpect to the Arch- 
bifhop, and thofe who attended him, On the fourteenth 
of February following, the marriage was folemnized with 
great fplendor, the archbifhop performing the ceremon 
on a ftage ereéted in the middle of the royal chapel ; and, 
on the tenth of 4pri/, his electoral highnefs returned to 
Germany ; but before his departure, he made a prefent of 
plate to the archbifhop, of the value of a thoufand pounds, 
as a mark of the juft fenfe he had of the pains his grace 
had taken in the accomplishing his marriage ; and as an 
additional mark of his confidence, he wrote to him from 
Canterbury, in relation to the caufes of that difcontent, 
with which he left England. 

The concern his majefty had fhewn for removing 
Arminius firft, and then Vorflius, had given their fa- 
vorers in Holand fo much uneafinefs, that the famous 
Hugo Gretius, the great champion of their. caufe, was 
fent over to England, t6-endeavor to mitigate the king’s 

difpleature, 
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difpteafure, and, if poffible, to give hint a better opinion 
of the Remonftrants, as they began then to be called; 
and we have a very fingular account of the man, and 
of his negotiation, from. the pen of the archbidhop +. 7 
a 


+ This is contained in a letter from his grace to Sir Ralph Winewoad, 
ated June 1, 1713, from Lambetb ; it contains a great variety of 
curious pasticnlars, fome of which follow. ‘ You mult take heed, 
“how you tru Dr. Grotiu: too far, for T perceive him to be fo 
« addigied to fome partialities in thofe parts, that he feareth not to 
*¢ Jafh, fo it may ferve a turn. At his firft coming to the king, by 
«* reafon of his good Latin tongue, he was fo tedious, and full of 
«© tittle-tattle, that the king’s judgement was of him, that he was fome 

pedant, full of words, and of no great judgement. And I myfelf, 

difcovering that to be his habit, as if he did imagine that every man 
was bound to hear him, fo long as he would talk, (which is 2 great 
burthen to men replete with bulinets) did privately give him notice 
thereof, that he fhonld plainly, and direétly, deliver his mind, ot 
elfe he would make the king weary of hime ‘This did not fo take 

lace, but that afterwards he fell to it again, as was efpecially ob- 

Feeved one night at (upper at the lord bithop of Ed's, whither cing 

hrought by Mr. cantor, (as I think) my Jord intreated him ta 

ftay to fupper, which he did. ‘There was prefent Dr. Steward, 
and another Civilian, unto whom he flings out fome queftion of that 
profeffion, and was fo full of words, that Dr. Steqvard afterwar: 
told my lord, that he did perceive by him, that, tike a finatte 
he had ftudied fome two or thie queitions, whereof when he came 
in company he mutt be talking to vindicate his fkill ; but if he were 
put from thofe, he would thew himflf but a finple fellow. ‘There 
was refent alfa, Dr. Richardjon, the king's prfelior of divinity in 

Cambridge, and another doétor in that faculty, with whom he falleth 

in alfo about fome of thofe queltions, which are now controverted 

among the minifters in Holland. And being matters whevein he 
was ftadied, he uttered all his (kill concerning them: My lord of 

Ely fitting (Gl) at the Copper al! the while, and wondering what a 

man he bad there, who, never being in the place or company before, 

could over-whelm them fo with talk for fo long atime. — I write th 
unto you fy largely, that you may know the difpotition of the man, 
and how kindly he ufed my lord of E/y, for his good entertainment. 

You will afk me what is this to you ? 1 mutt tell you theretore, that 

you thall not be without your part. At the fame time that Sir Noct 

Caron was together with Grotius, being now to take his leave of the 

King, it was defied of his majefty, that he would not hafiily give 

his judgement concecing points of religion, now in diference in 

© Holland, for that his majelty had information but of one tite, and 
* that bis anubaflador did deal partially, making all reports in favor 
« of the one fide, and faying nothing at all for the other. For he 
« might have let his majelty know, how factious a generation thefe cone 
« tradifters are; how they are like to our puritans in Emyland; how 
© refratory they arc to the authority of the civil mogiftrate, and other 
© things of like nature, as I wrote you in my former letter. doubt 
© not but Grofit liu his part in this information, whereout I conceive 
© you will moke fume uk, keeping thefe things privately to yourfelf, 
4 as becometh a man of your employment. When his majelly told 
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In the fpring of the year 1613, the affair of the Char- 
terhoufe was Settled, and at the clofe of the month of 

tine, his Grace, and the reft of the trultees, took pof- 
feffion of that place, purfuant to the will of Mr. Sutton. 

‘Towards the clofe of the next year, the famous Antonis 
de Dominis, archbifhop of Spalate, took fhelter here, 
from the perfecution with which he was threatened by 
the pope, for difcovering his diflike both of the dottrine 
and difcipline of the church of Rome, and was very 
kindly received by his majefty, who was pleafed to order 
the archbifhop to entertain him, which he did with gene- 
rous hofpitality, till he was otherways provided for by the 
King. His Grace however thought himfelf fufficiently 
recompenced for the trouble given him in this affair, by 
this ftranger’s procuring for him the manufeript of Father 
Paul's excellent hiftory of the Council of rent. In 
the {pring of the year 1618, viz. on the fecond of March, 
our good Archhifhop loft his brother Robert, the bifhop 
of Salifbury, and, before his grief was well over for fo 
near a relation, he met with frefh difturbance from the 
King’s declaration for permitting {ports and paftimes on 
the Lord’s-day, which was dated at Greenwich, May 4, 
1618. This declaration was ordered to be read in 
churches, and the Archbifhop, being accidentally at Croydon 
in Surry when it came thither, had the courage to for~ 
bid its being read, which however the king winked at, 
notwithftanding there were fome about him, who let no 
opportunity flip of irritating him againf this prelate. 
The council of Dort fat this year, to which were fent 
from hence, in. the beginning of the month of Odsber, 
four commiffioners, and amongit them Dr. Hail, dean 
of Winei«fier, with whofe health the climate of Holland 
difagreeing, he returned, and Dr. Goad, the archbifhop’s 
cha was fent in his place. 

The end of this year proved as difagreeable to the 
Rifhop as its beginning; in autumn, the queen, his-gra- 
cious miftrefs, falling ill of that diftemper, which, after 
a tedious ficknefs, brought her to her end on the firft of 
March following. ‘The Archhifhop himfelf began alfo to 
grow infirm, znd finding himlelf lefs fit for the affairs of 





¢¢ me this, I guve fach an anfwer as was fit 5 and now, upon the receipt 
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the world than he had been, Fetoleet, amine be had Ail 
ftrength, to enter upon a great and good defign, whi 
be hel long meditared as wtellimony of afe@ion to. his 
native town of Guildford, where, on the fifth of April, 
1619, be was prefent when Sir Nicholas Kempe \aid the 
firft ftone of his hofpital, which the Archbifhop after- 
wards nobly endowed. 

It was towards the end of this year, that the Eleétor 
Palatine accepted of the crown of Boberia, which occas 
fioned great difputes in king James's councils, fome de- 
firing that his majefty fhould not interfere in this matter 
at all, from a forefight that it. would produce a war in 
Germany ; others again, believing that both natural affec- 
tion to his fon and daughter, and a ju concern for the 
proteftant intereft, ought to have engaged his majefty 
‘warmly to fupport the new ele&tion, The Archbifhop 
agreed in fentiment with the laft mentioned party, and 
not being able at that time to attend the privy council, 
he wrote his mind with it plainnefs and freedom to 
the fecretary of ftate. next year was in a great 
meafure {pent in debates and negotiations upon this 
fuhje&, in which the king took a great deal of pains. 
with little effect. 

The Archbifhop's declining ftate of health, making 
exercife a thing not only convenient but neceffary for 
him, he was accuftomed in the fummer to make a tour into 
Hampfhire for the fake of recreation, and heing invited 
by the lord Zouch to hunt in his park at Bram/bil upon the 
edge of Berk/bire, and not far ftom Hartford bridge, his 
Grace met there with the eft misfortune that befel 
him in the whole courfe of his life; for hunting in this 
park on the 24th of Fup he let dy a barbed arrow from 
@ crofs-bow at one of the deer, which unfortunately 
firuck one Peter Hawkins, lord Zouch's keeper, (who 
‘was quite out of the bifhop’s fight, and had been warned 
more than once to keep out of the way,) in the left arm, 
Sy which wound a ¢ blood-veffel being pierced, he 
bled to death in an hour's time. “This unforefeen accident 
threw the Archbifhop into a deep melancholy, though 
he was not confcious to himfelf of the leaft inadvertency 
or indifcretion; neither did this wear off in time, but 
throughout his whole life he obferved a monthly fait on a 
Tf , the day on which this fatal mifchance fell out, 
and fettled an annuity of twenty pounds on the widow, 
which foon procured her another hufband. This affair 
made q very great noife, and there wanted not fome to 
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reprefent it in a finifter light to K. ames, but his 
majefty gave his judgement of the matter in a fhort and 
clear fentence, ¢ An angel (faid he) might have mifcarried 
«in this fort.’ When he was afterwards informed of 
the legal penalties which his Grace had incurred by this 
accident, he wrote him a confolatory letter with his 
own hand, in which amongft other things he told him, 
that ‘he would not add affliction to his forrow, or take 
“ one farthing from his chattels or moveables which 
« were forfeited by law.” 

Tt does not appear, that his Grace was at all Jeflened, 
by the fuggeftions of his enemies, in the king’s favor, 
or his courage in any degree abated, by the troubles he 
had met with. On the contrary, we find him, in the 
year 1622, oppofing the Spani/o match, which was a 
thing the king Trad fet his heart upon, with the greateft 
firmnefs and {pirit, and even venturing, under his hand, 
to give his fentiments on that fubject in terms fo vigorous 
and pathetic, that _no pen can properly reprefent them 
but his own *, The king however remained fixed in his 

refolution, 





* This letter from the Archbifhop to K. Yames is without date, 
but the fubje& points out psinly enough the time when it was written; 
and itis inferted here, to fhew the Archbithop's principles in religion, in 
regard to which there cannot be a fuller teftimony, 


«© May it pleale your Majetty, 

“ | HAVE been too long filent, and xm afraid, by my filence, ¥ 
~ have neglested the duty of the place it hath pleafed GOD to call me 
unto, and your majefty to place me in: But now I bumbly crave 
leave I may difcharge my confcience towards GOD, and my duty to 
your majehy ; and therefore I belecch you frecly to pive me leave 
to deliver myfelf, and then let your majefty do with me whut you 
leafe. Your majefty hath propounded a toleration of religion, I 
efeech you to take into your confideration what your act is, what 
the coniequence may be ; by your aét, you labour to fet np the 
moft damnable and heretical do&trine of the church of Rome, the 
whore of Babylon, How hatual it will bc to GOD, and grievous 
to your good fubjeets, the profel”rs of the Gofpel, that your majelty 
who hath often difputed, and learnedly written again thofe herefies, 
thould now shew yourfelf a patron of thofe wicked doftrines, which 
our pen hath told the world, and your confcience tells yourfelf, are 
fuperititious, idolatrous, and deteftable. And hereunto I add what 
you have done, in fending the prince into Spain, without confent of 
your council, the privity and approbation of your people; and al- 
though you have a charge and intereft in the prince, as fon of your 
fleth, yet have the people a greater, as fon of this kingdom, upon 
whom (next after your majefty) are their eyes fixed, and welfare 
depends ; and fo tenderly is his going apprehended, as (believe it) 
© bowever his recurn may be fale, yet the drawers of im into whe 
# aSion, 





G ABBOT. Yn 


refolution, and the articles, agreed on for the faid marri- 
age, were fworn to, in the prefence of the Archbithop, 
and ether great officers of ftate, notwithftanding which 
they never took effet. The Archbifhop thencetorward 
affiited but feldom at council, being hindered chiefly by 
his infirmities ; but in the king’s laf ficknefs he was 
called for, and attended with great conftancy, and re~ 
ceived the higheft marks of the king’s confidence, to the 
very lait moment of his life, and was near him when he 
expired, on the twenty-feventh of March 1625. 

At the coronation of K. Charles 1, the Archbithop, 
as his office required, fet the crown upon his majefty’s 
head, though he was extremely weak, and much troubled 
with the gout ; but thenceforward he vifibly declined in 
the king’s favour, and the duke of Buckingham, who was 
his declared enemy, watched for an opportunity to make 
the Archbithop feel the weight of his difpleafure. This 
was at laft taken, for his refufing to licenfe a fermon, 
Breached by one Dr. Sibshorpe, vicar of Brackley in 

lorthampton/fhire, to juftify and promote a Joan, which 
the king had demanded. ‘This fermon was preached at 
Northampton, in the Lent affizes, 1627, before the judges at 
Northampton, and it was tranfmitted to the Archbithop, 
with the king’s dire€tion, to licenfe ‘it, which he refufed 
to do, and gave his reafons for it ; notwithftanding which, 
the fermon was licenfed by the bifhop of London, [Dre 
Mountaigne) after many things had been correéted therein, 
from the lights given by the Archbifhop’s objeGtions, for 
which however it was refolved that he fhouid fuffer. 

Difcourfes of this nature were fo loud at court, that 
fome of his Grace’s friends overheard and reported them 
to him ; upon which he thought fit to retire to his patace 


ation, fo dangerous to himfeif, fo defperate to the kingdom, will 
not pats away unqueftioned, unpunifhed. Befides, this toleration 
which you endeavour to fet up by your proclamation, cannot be done 
without a parliament ; unle(s your majefty will let your fabjeéts fee, 
that you will take unto yourtlf bility to throw down the laws of 
your land at your pleafure. What dreadful confequences thefe 
things may draw afterward, I befecch your majefty to confider, and 
above all, let by this toleration, and difcountenancing of the true 
profeffion of the Gofpel, wherewith GOD. hath bleffed us, and this 
kingdom hath f long flourithed under it, your majelty do'not draw 
upon this kingdom in general, and yourfaf in particular, GOD" 
heavy wrath and indignation. 

“© Thus in difcharge of my duty towards" GOD, to your majeity, 
and the place of my calling, I have taken humble leave to deliver 
my confeience, Now, Sir, do what you pleafe with me.” 
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at Croydon, a month before his ufual time. On the fitth 
of iq , lord Conway, who was then fecretary of fate, 
made him a vifit, and intimated to him, that the king 
expeéted he fhould withdraw to Canterbury, which the 
Archbifhop declined, becanfe he had a law-fuit at-that 
time with that city, and defired he might rather have 
leave to go to his houfe at Ford, five miles beyond 
Canterbury, which was yielded to; and, on the ninth of 
Ofober following, the king granted 2 commiffion to the 
bithops of London, Durham, Rochefter, Oxford, and Bath 
and Wells, to execute archiepifcopal authority, the caufe 
affigned being no more than this, ‘ That the Archbifhop 
© could not at that time, im his own perfon, attend thofe 
* fervices, which were otherwife -proper for his cogni- 
€ zance and jurifdiGion.” 

Some writers have pretended, that his fuppofed irregu- 
larity, occafioned by the death of Peer Hawkins, was 
revived ; but the commiffion, which is extant on record, 
fhews the contrary, nor indeed was that affair ever 
thought of afterwards ; but the Archbifhop did not re- 
main long in this fitvation, for the neceflities of the 
times rendering a parliament neceffary, his Grace was fent 
for about Chri/imas, and not only reftored to his authorit 
and jurifdition, but, on his coming to court from his 

alace at Lambeth, was received, when he quitted his 
barge, by the archbifhop of York and the earl of Dor/et, 
-who conducted him to his majefty, where, having kiifed 
the king’s hand, he was defired not to fail the councid 
table twice a week. 

His Grace {at in that parliament which began on the 
feventeenth of March following, and continued in the 
full exercife of his office ever after, of which it may not 
be amifs to take notice in this fingular inftance. On the 
twenty-fourth of Auguft, 1628, he confecrated Richard 
Montagu, to the fee of Chichefer, 2 man who had been 
remarkably bufy in fapporting the pretence of his irregu- 
larity; and at this confecration Dr. Laud, then billop 
of London, affifted, which is the cleareft proof that can 
be, that no doubts fluck longer as to his irregularity, 
even with thofe who loved him Jeait. In parliament, the 
Archbifhop maintained his credit in as high a degree as any 
of his predeceffors, and it is more than probable, that the 
knowledge of this procured him fuch marks of refpett, 
as were at this time afforded him by the court. When 
the ¢ Petition of Right,’ that great pillar of the Engiife 
liberty, was under confideration, the Archbifhop of ea + 
i terbucy 
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ferbury delivered the fenfe of the houfe of lords upon it, 
at a conference with the houfe of commons, and at the 
fame time, laid before them fuch propofitions as their 
Jordfhips had agreed upon, for which, thanks were re- 
turned, ina fet ipeech, by Sir Dudley Diggs. 

The intereft of bithop Lavd was now Jo great at court, 
that he drew up a {cheme of inftruions, which having 
the king’s name at the head of them, were, in the month 
of December, 1629, tranfmitted to his Grace, under the 
pompous title, ‘ His majefty’s inftrudtions to the moi 
 severend father in GOD, George, lord archbifhop of 
* Canterbury, containing certain orders to be obferved 
and put in execution, by the feveral bifhops in hie 
© province.’ Thefe inftruétions his Grace communicated 
to his fuffragan bifhops, in which, as Heylin obferves, he 
ated minifterially ; bue to fhew that he ftill meant to 
exercife his own authority in his own diocefe, he re- 
ftored Mr. Palmer and Mr. Udnay to their lecturethips, 
after the dean and archdeacon of Canterbury had fufpended 
them, and, in other refpedcts, foftened the rigor of thofe 
inftrudtions, which were contrived to enforce the parti- 
eular notions of a prevailing party in the church, which 
the Archbifhop thought a burden too hard to be borne by 
the tender confciences of thofe, who made the fundamen- 
tals of religion their ftudy, and were not fo zealous for 
forms, 

His conduét, in this and other refpeéts, is faid to have 
made his prefence unwelcome at court; and fo indeed ir 
feems to have been, for upon the birth of Charles, prince 
of Wales, (afterwards K, Charles 11,) which happened 
on the twenty-ninth of A¢ay, 1630, Laud, then bifhop 
of London, had the honor to baptize him, as dean of 
the chapel, notwithftanding that the Archbifhop of Can- 
terbury is the ordinary of the court; and the king’s 
houfliold, wherever it is, are regarded as his parifhioners; 
fo that this was vifibly as much a flight upon the Arch- 
bithop, as an act of favor towards his antagonift. The 
Archbifhop however was proof againft all fuch accidents. 
as thefe, and went on doing his duty without fear or fa- 
vor; and yet one of the laft ats of his life plainly 
Shews, that he was very far from being fo indifferent 
towards the difcipline and ceremonies of the church of 
England, as fome have reprefented him. He followed 
them as fated rules for order (for no church can fubfilt 
without fome order), not as tials of Chriftianity : 
And, without doubt, the Archbifhop, as well as many 

other: 
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other good men, would moft gladly bave embraced any 
ether ritual, which could have compofed differences and 
promoted charity ; if fuch a ritual had. been devifed }, 
This act of his was an order, dated the third of Fuly, 
1633, requiring the parifhioners of Crayford, in Kent, to 
teceive the facrament of the Lord’s fupper, on their 
knees, at the fteps afcending to the communion table. 
‘We may well itile this one of his laft aéts, fince a month 
afterwards, viz. on the fourth of 4uguf in the fame 
year, he deceafed at his palace of Croydon, worn out with 
éares and infirmities, at the age of feventy-one. He was 
buried, according to his own exprefs direétion, in the 
church dedicated to the Holy Trinity, in his native town 
of Guildford, in Surry. ; 

‘What has been {aid fufficiently proves, that he was a 
man of great natural parts, and thofe fuffciently im- 
proved, for the worthy performance of whatever his 
high ftation in the church required. He fhewed himfelf, 
in many circumftances of his life, a man of great mode- 
Yation towards all parties, a fteady friend to the prote- 


4 Srevre has preferved a curious Paper, written by our Archbithop, 
and found among the MSS. of archbithop Usuur.’ It does too 
much honor to the healing and uniting fpirit of the great Calvin to be 
omitted. “« Perufing fome papers of our predeceflor, Mattheaw Parker, 
4 we find, that JouN Catvsn, and others of the proteitant churches 
& of Germany and elfewhere, would have had Epifcopacy, if. permit- 
*« ted: But could not, upon feveral accounts, partly fearing the other 
‘* princes of the Roman catholic faith would have joined with the 
& emperor and the reft of the bithops, to have deprefled the 
4% fame 5 partly, being newly i, and not fettled, they had not 
«4 fufficient wealth to fupport their Epifcopacy, by reafon of their daily 
“* perfecutions. Another, and a main caufe was, They would not 
“« have any PopisH hands laid over their clergy. ad whereas 
* John Calvin had fent a letter, in K. Epwanp VI's reign, to have 

* conferred with the clergy of England, about fome things to this 

effe& ; two popith bithops; viz. Gardiner and Bonner, intercepted 

the fame: Whercby Mr, Calvin's overture perithed; and he re~ 

ceived an anfwer {probably from Gardiner and Bonner] as iF 1 

HAD BEEN from the reformed divines of thofe times; wherein 

THEY CHECKED HIM AND SLIGHTED HIS PROPOSALS. From 

which time, Yobn Calvin and the CuurcH oF ENGLAND were 
* at variance in feveral points [i.e. of church difcipline) ; which, 
+ otherwife, through GOD's merey, HAD BEEN QUALIFIED: if thofe 
* papers of his propofals had been difcovered to the queen’s majel 
* [Q.Euizasetul] during Jobx Calvin's life. But, being not dif 
covered untill, or about the fixth year of her majelty's reign, her 
* majefty much lamented they were not found fooner; which fhe 
«© exptefied before her council, in the prefence of her great friends, 
“« Sir Henry Sidney and Sic Wiliam Cecil.” See StRYPE's Life of 
Archbithop Parker. p. 70. - 





ftant 


GA BBO T. 15 


ftant ‘religion, an honeft though perhaps not an humble 
courtier, and one who was defirous that the clergy fhould 
have attraGted the reverence and efteem of the laity, by 
the fanétity of their manners, and the uprightnefs of 
their behaviour, rather than have claimed them as necef- 
farily annexed to their fun@ion. TThefe notions of his, 
{quaring little with the humour of fome writers, has 
drawn upon him many reflections that he did not deferve. 
Some of them cenfured him for a puritan, and a ring- 
leader of the feétarian faction ; and others of indolence 
for not fuppreffing it. But Fuller very juftly obferves, 
that the ill-will ‘he received from the court, and from 
thofe who were “high in their notions of church-polity, 
principally arofe from bithop Laud, who either aimed at 
his ftation tor himfelf, or wifhed to drive fo moderate a 
man out of it. They moreover could not endure his 
Calvinifm, which began to grow out of fafhion at court ; 
nor admire his {pirit, which could not promote perfecu- 
tion for the nonfenfical rrumpery, which Laud after- 
wards introduced, and which men of all forts might ufe 
without having one fpark of vital Chriftianity within 
them. The late fpeaker Onflow has given a ftrong vin- 
dication of ‘his charaGter, which may be feen in his life 
diftin&tly publithed from thé Biographia Britannica, to 
which is annexed his will, containing his numerous bene- 
factions. Dr. Hehveod, who was juitly efteemed for his 
great knowledge of the ¢ Englifs Hittory,’ and for his 
impartiality, gives a fair and candid account of our 
Prelate, which we ought not to with-hold from our 
Readers. € Archbifhop Abbot (fays he) was a perfon of 
wonderful temper and moderation; and, in all/his con- 
duét, fhewed an unwillingnets to ftretch the Aa of 
Uniformity, beyond what was abfolutely neceflary for 
the peace of the church ; or the prerogative of the 
crown, any farther than conduced to the good of the 
ftate. Being not well turned for a court, though 
otherwife of confiderable learning, and genteel educa- 
tion, he either could not, or would not, ftoop to the 
humour of the times ; and now and then, by an unfea- 
fonable itiffnefs, gave occafion to his enemies to re- 
prefent him, as not well inclined to the prerogative, or 
too much additted to a popular intereft; and therefore 

not fit to be employed in matters of government.’ 
His charity and publick fpirit ought certainly to have 
been fet in a clearer Hight, than hitherto they have been, 
by the friends to the church; the rather, becaufe a wriw 
tery 
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ter, remarkable for his kéennefs, has been pleafed te 
‘affert, that ‘ marks of his benefaction we find none, in 
« places of his breeding and preferment ;’ which is at 
ence an unjuft and macheittien alperfion. 

In regard to his learning, fucceeding ages may judge 
thereof Lom his WritinGs upon Serio ‘ane, St 
which the following is a lift, as they were publithed. 

I. Quaftiones fex, totidem praleétionibus in Schola Theolo~ 
gica Oxonie, pro forma habitis, difcuffe  difeeptate anne 
1597, in quibus 2 facra Scriptura & Patribus, quid flatuen- 
dum fit definitur, Oxonia 1598, 4to. It. Francoforti 1616, 
qto. This fecond edition was publifhed by the famous 
Mbrabam Scultetus. 41, Expofition on the Prophet Fonah, 
in certain Sermons preached at St. Mary's church ia 
Oxford, London, 4to. 1600, And again 1613. III, His 
Anfwer to the Queftion of the Citizens of London, in 
wen, 1600, concerning Cheapfide Crofs, London 1641. 

V. The Reafons which Dr. Hii/ hath brought for the 
upholding of Papiftry, unmafked and fhewed:to'be very 
weak, &%c. Oxon. 4to, 1604. This Thomas Hill quitted 
the church of England for that of Rome, and wrote this 
book to vindicate that change. V. A Preface to the 
Examination of George er, fe. VI. A Sermon 
preached at We/Iminfler, May 26, 1608, at the Funeral of 
Thomas, Earl of Dorfet, late Lord High Treafurer of 
England, on Ifaiah xl. 6. by George Abbot, Dr. of Divinity, 
ant Dean of Winchefier, one of his Lordfhip’s Chaplains, 
London, gto. 1608. VII, Tranflation of a part of the 
New Teftament, with the reft of the Oxford Divines, 

tinted in 1611. VIII, Some Memorials touching the 
Qullity between the Earl of Efféx and his Lady, pro- 
nounced September 25, 1613, at Lambcth, and the Diffie 
culties endured in the fame*. To this is added, Some 
obfervable things fince September 26 1613, when the 
fentence was given in the canfe of the Earl of Efex, con- 


* This treatife makes fifty-fix pages in twelves, and has the follow- 
ing remarkable atteftation at the end of it. ‘© ‘This narration is wholly 
+ written with mine awn band, and was finithed Ofcber 2, 3613, 
+ being the eighth day after giving the fentence. And TI proteft be- 
“t fore Almighty God, that Vhave not willingly wrote any, untruth 
therein but have delivered all-things fairly to the beft of my un- 
*« derftanding, helping myfelf with fach memorials and notes, as I 
*« cook from time to time, that if there was occafion, E might thus 
« fet down at large the truth to pofterity ; when this cafe fhall be 
& sung feom Rome gates, ot the fatt hercaffer be queftioned, 

« GEORGE Cant.” 
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tinued unto the day of the marriage, December 26, 16135 
which appears alfo to have been penned by his Grace, or 
by his direftion ; and to it is annexed, The fpeech in- 
tended to be fpoken at Lambeth, September 25, 1613, by 
the Archbifhop of Canterbury, when it came to his turn 
to declare his mind concerning the nullity of the marriage 
between the earl of Effex and the lady Frances Howard. 
1X. A brief Defcription of the whofe World; wherein 
is particularly defcribed all the Monarchies, Empires, 
and Kingdoms of the fame, with their Academies, Se. 
by the Moft Reverend Father in GOD, George, late 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, London, 8va. 1634, Of which 
work there have been many editions. “X. A short 
Apology for Archbifhop Abé0t, touching the Death of 
Peter Hawkins, dated Odtober 8, 1621. XI, Treatife of 
perpetual Vifibility and Succeffion of the true Church in 
all Ages. London, 4t0, 1624, His name is not to this 
book, only his arms impaled by thofe belonging to the 
fee of Canterbury, are put before it. Dr. Heylyn acquaints 
us with the reafon of Bis writing it, but does not tell us 
why he did not own it. XII, A Narrative containing 
the true Caufe of his Bequettration, and Difgrace at 
Court. In two Parts. ritten at Ford in Kent 1627. 
Bithop Hacket affures us, that he had feen this manufcript 
in the Bifhop’s own writing, and had feveral of the facts 
contained in it from the Archbifhop’s own mouth, 
‘XIII. Hiftory of the Maffacre in the Valtoline. XIV. His 
Judgement of bowing at the Name of “Fe/us. Hamburgh 
1632. 8vo. Befides many inftruétions to the bifhops of 
his diocefe, {peeches in parliament, letters, and other 
oceafional compofitions. He had alfo a great fhare in 
the re-publication of the great Bradwardine’s adtnirable 
book, Dz Causa Der; in conjunction with the very 
learned Sir Henry Savile. 
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HIS eminent Divine was born at Blackborne in 
Lancafbire, iv the year 1572. His parents, finding 

in him a ftrong inclination for learning, put him to a 
{chool in the town, where he plied himfelf fo clofely 
Vor. HI. D to 
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to his hooks, that in a short time he became the beft 
fcholar in the fchool. In his younger years he was 3 
profane {wearer and fabbath breaker ; but, in an after 
period, a mott illuftrious example of the power of divine 
grace, and at length a faithful follower of Fefus Chrift, 
and a powerful preacher of the Gofpel. 

About the twentieth year of his age, he was entered 
at Lincoln-college, Oxford, where he made clofe applica- 
tion to the ftudy of logic and phitofophy ; and having 
been well grounded in the rudiments of learning at 
{chool, he foon out-fript thofe of his own time, and 
obtained the charaéter of an excellent fcholar. While 
he was thus diligently employed in his ftudies, his father 
died, with whom he loft the means of his fupport. But 
this affliétion, in Providence, proved very advantageous 
for his growth in learning; for not being able to buy 
books, he borrowed, of his tutor and others, the beit 
writers on natural and moral philofophy, and abridged 
them into his note-books, before he returned them. 
And fuch was his defire to attain perfe€tion in whatever 
he ftudied, that though he was a good Greck {cholar, 
vet, that he might be a ftill greater proficient, he copied 
all Homer, in a fair Greck charaéter ; which he wrote 
much better than the common hand in ufe. This brought 
him to fuch readinefs, that, being a famous difputant, 
he could difcourfe in the public {chools in the Greek, with 
as much facility, as in the Latin or Englifb; and in them 
all he wrote and {poke in a fublime ftyle; which was fo 
familiar to him, that he could not avoid it even in 
¢ommon conyeriation, 

He removed to Braxen-nofe-college, with a view to one 
of the fellowfhips, which are chiefly confined to Lanca~ 
faire and Chefbire men; but for want of friends he was 
not chofen fellow, till about the thirtieth year of his 
age; at which time he took his mafter of arts degree, 

e performed the exercifes of the college and ot the 
univerfity, being regent mafter, with fuch general fatis- 
faction, that he was fucceffively chofen to be reader of 
the leGtures of logic, and of moral and natural philofophy. 
He was fo much admired in the wniverfity for his public 
difputations, that though he was a mafter of arts but of 
fhort ftanding, he was appointed by the vice-chancellor, 
afterwards archbifhop of Canterbury, at K. James's firtt 
vifiting that univerfity, to be one of the difputants before 
the king. 
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Befides his knowledge in logic and philofophy, he was 
a great ftudent in metaphyfics and mathematics, and in 
all (chool-divinity ; efpecially in Thomas Aquinas, which 
he had read over once or twice, and written fhort notes 
upon, But al! this while, he was not a fcholar in the 
fchool of Chriff. He loved ftage-plays, cards, dice, 
and all the fafhionable amufements of ‘the times; but 
hated good men and their converfation, whom he would 
brand with the name of Puritans, believing them void 
both of tcarning and fincere religion, ‘This has been 
the cuftom of later times than that of Mr. Bolton, and 
more or lefs of all ages. GOD"s people have ever been 
honored with an opprobrious name, and cried down for 
madmen and fools, if not downright hypocrites and 
knaves. See Wifdomv. 4. This temper of mind difco+ 
vered itfelf in Mr. Bolton once in particular at Cambridge 
for being there at a commencement, he was induced, by 
the fame of Mr. Perkins, to go aud hear him preach ; 
of whom be faid, after hearing him, that ‘* he was a 
*< barren, empty fellow, and a pafling mean fcholar :”” 
But when Gi DB changed his heart, he foon changed his 
opinion of Mr. Perkins, and ‘ thought him as learned a 
“€ divine, for his age, as our church has for many years 
“© enjoyed.” 

The manner of his converfion was as follows : 
While at Brazen-nofe, he was intimately acquainted with 
a Mr, Anderton, his countryman, and for fome time his 
ichool-fellow, a good fcholar, but a thorough papift. 
This man having become a popith prieft, and knowing 
Bolton's learning and parts, and that he was likewile 
ftraitened in his circumftances, took the advantage of 
it; and among other arguments, ufed to induce him to 
be reconciled to the church of Rome, and to go over 
with him to the Exgii/ feminary, he told him he fhould 
he furnifhed with all neceffaries and have plenty of money. 
Mr. Bolton accepted of the propofal, and the time and 
place were appointed in Lancafhire, where they fhould 
meet, and from thence take fhipping: Mr. Boston met 
accordingly, but Mr. Anderton never came; fo he 
efcaped that fnare, Soon after he returned to Brazen- 
nofe-college, and became acquainted with one Mr. Peacocky 
a pious learned man, by whofe converfation he not 
only faw, that thofe dottrines of the church of Rome, 
which his fchoolmafter had very early inculcated upon 
him, were unfcriptural and abfurd; but alfo that a tho- 
rough renovation of heart was effentially neceffary to 

D2 : conttitute 





20 BOLTON 


conftitute him a true believer. It pleafed GOD (fays 
Mr, E, Bogawe, his biographer), by his [Mr. 
* Peacock’s] acquaintance to frame upon his foul that 
€ admirable workmanfhip of his repentance and conver- 
* fion to eternal life; but by fuch a way of working, as 
© the Lord feldom ufeth but upon fuch ftrong veffels 
«as, in his fingular wifdom, he intends afterwards for 
« ftrong encounters and rare employments. It was not 
* any foft fiill voice, but in terrible tempefts and thun- 
€ der: the Lord running upon him as a giant, taking 
him by the neck and fhaking him to pieces, as he 
« did ob ; beating him to the very ground as he did Pawd, 
© by laying before him the ugly vilage of his fins, which 
« were fo heavy upon him, that he roared for grief of 
* heart, and fo affrighted him, that I have heard him 
« fay, “he often rofe out of his bed in the night for very 
“* anguifh of fpirit.” And what further increafed this 
fpiritnal diftrefs, he was at the fame time exercifed 
with ¢ horrible thoughts of GOD, and terrible thonghts 
* of faith,’ which Luther called, the buffeting of Satan; 
and with which Luther himfelf was fo affaulted at his 
converfion, that Fufus Fonas, then with him, in a letter 
to Milanéthon writes, — ut nec calor, nec fanguis, nec 
‘ fenfiss nec vox fupereffet: That neither fpeech, fenfe, 
«blood, or heat appeared in him? This fharp fit of 
Luther's \afted but for a fhort time; but Mr. Bolton's 
continued for many months: Yet GOD gave him at 
Jength a bleffed iffue ; and thefe grievous pangs, in which 
he was born again from above, produced two admirable 
effets in him, as well as in Luther and others, defigned 
for eminence and great ufefuinefs in the church ; namely, 
-—An invincible courage for the caufe of GOI); and 

eat wifdom, from experience, in comforting afliled 
fpiries. 

Mr. Bolton, from this time, purpofing to enter into 
the miniftry, was ordained in the thirty-ffth year of his 
age; and, two years after, was prefented by Mr. Nicolls, 
ferjeant at law, to the living of Broughton in North- 
amptonfoire: At which time he publifhed his firft book, 
entitled, “ A Difcourfe upon true Happinefs,” and 
dedicated it to Mr. Nicolls, his patron. This firft fruit 
of Mr. Bofton’s genius and ftudy, we are affured, was 
made the mean of converfion to feveral, who read it 
merely for the fake of his di¢tion and ftyle. 

Being fettled in the parfonage of Broughton, in the 
fortieth year of his age, he married Ann Boyce, of an 

antient 
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antient family in Kent, to whofe care he committed the 
whole management of his domeftic concerns; while he 
himfelf attended only to the weightier matters of his 
calling. For twenty years fucceffively, he preached 
twice every Lord’s-day, ‘and catechized in the afternoon ; 
and every day before the Lord’s-/upper he expounded a 
chapter, by which means he went through moft of the 
hiftorical part of the O, and N. Teftament. All which 
was fo well ftudied and prepared, that it might have 
ferved a very learned auditory. In all his minifterial 
Iabors, he had in view the glory of GOD and the con- 
yerfion of finners, which GOT) made abundantly fuc- 
cefsful to the bringing many unto the rightcoufnels of 

faith, 
He had great knowledge, from experience and praétice, 
in relieving and comforting affii€ted confciences ; fo that 
eople applied to him far and near: And feveral from 
be ‘ond fea defired his advice aud direétion in different 
cates of confcience. This determined him in publithing 
his laft excellent treatife, entitled, ‘* Inftruétions for a 
<¢ right comforting afflicted Contciences.” Though in 
his preaching he was a “ fon of thunder,” yet to thofe 
that mourned in fpirit he was a fon of confolation” 
indeed, and, with a tender compaffionate heart, poured 
the oil of mercy into their wounds. He had great {kill 
in difcovering Satan’s devices, and in battering down his 
kingdom, In all his fermons he ufed to difcover the 
filthinefs of fin, and to prefs very powerfully upon the 
confcience the duties of fanétification; which he did, 
with fuch courage and holy boldnefs, that the truths he 
delivered pierced the very joints and marrow; with fo 
much impartiatity too, that he fpared none in their fins, 
great or fmall, knowing that he was to deliver hi 
Mafter’s will, with whom was no refpeé of perfons ; 
and alfo with fo much wifdom, that, in reproving fin, 
he never perfonated any man to put him to shame ; nor 
ever preffed upon the confcience the guilt of fin, bur 
with the authority of fcripture: And when he had 
fearched the conf{cience to the quick, he always took 
care to fet forth Chri in all his grace and compaffion, 
as the almighty and allfutficient Saviour, He would 
often proteft, that it was a trouble to him to preach 
againft their fins ; that he detighted not to vex their con- 
{ciences ; that he fhould be glad the cafe was fo with 
them, that he might only preach the riches of GOD’s 
mercies in Chriff al) his days ; but that he knew no other 
way 
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way to pull them out of the fnare of Satan, than the way 
he ‘was led to take. 

Indeed he was a burning and fhining light ; and what 
moft of all added Iuftre to bis learning and parts, and 
extenfive ufefulnefs, was his holy exemplary life and 
converlation. His piety was remarkable; as is evident 
from his fecond book entitled, ** Dire€tions for walking 
«¢ with GOD,” which were framed out of the medita~ 
tions of his own heart, as a guide for himfelf, for 
ordering his fieps in the ways of righteovfnefs ; and 
which, through grace, he ftri€tly obferved throughout 
the courfe of his life. He ufuully prayed fix times a 
day; twice by himfelf, twice with his family, and twice 
with his wife. Befides, he often fet apart days for private 
humiliation and prayer ; always before the receiving of 
the communion, and fometimes on account of the afflic- 
tions of the church at home and abroad; which he was 
obferved to perform with fo much fervency and zeal, 
though, like Luther, ‘ he ufed fuch humility, as in the 
© prefence of almighty GOD; but fuch fervency and 
. Bith, as if he had been talking with his friend.’ He 
was very zealous for GOI) ; to whofe glory he facrificed 
hisnfelf ‘and all his itudies : ¢ This I can the more fafely 
* affirm, (fays Mr. Bag/hawe) becaufe I know he tre- 
« quently refufed preferment from fome of the nobility 
‘and bifhops ; and for no other reafon, but that he 
“might not be divorced from that country where his 
© miniftry was fo well received and fo very fuccefsful.* 
He was univerfally hountiful ; but he exceeded in thofe 
public diftrefles of Germany, France, Bobemia, ie. He 
always fpent his income, yearly, in the maintenance of 
his family, and in aéts of hofpitality and charity. 

In September 1631, he was feized with a quartan ague $ 
the difeafe of which Cavin died; and perceiving, after 
‘two or three fits, that he grew very weak, he tinifhed 
fome particulars refpeéting his will; and then wholly 
retired from the world, comforting his foul with medita- 
tions of the joys of heaven ; the fubje@ he had prepared 
to preach upon the Sunday following, His la much 
admired work, entitled his Four Jaft Things ; Death, 
“ dpagement, Hell, and Heaven,” he had juft finifhed ; 
and having difcourfed on the three former, he told them 
he thould next Sunday treat of ‘ Heaven,” the laft part 
of it: But he was prevented by ficknefs, and never 
preached after. And thofe inexplicable joys of heaven, 
which he had provided for matter of fweet sentemplation 

with 
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with his people the following fabbath, upon earth; the 
Lord prepared him for, and took him to the fruition of, 
in the eternal fabbath of reit and glory, in heaven, His 
ficknefs, which was long and fharp, he bore with the 
greateft patience, for he faw Him that is invifible. le 
was his whole delight to enjoy {weet communion and 
fellowfhip with his GOD and Saviour ; and in intervals 
of eafe, he would utter fuch expreffions as thefe: «« O! 
© when will this good hour come ? When hall | be 
«¢ diffolved ? When hall I be with Chri? 2” Being told, 
that it was indeed better for him to be diffolved, but that 
the church would be fenfible of their great lofs in him, 
and the benefit of his miniftry; he aniwered, «* If £ 
«6 fhall find favor in the eyes of the Lord, he will bring 
«¢ me again, and fhew me both it and his habitation; 
«¢ but if otherwife, Jo! here I aim, let him do what 
£6 feemeth good in his eyes.” Another perfon afked him, 
‘Whether he could not be content to live, if GOD would 
grant him life? To whom he anfwered, «I grant that 
“© life is a great bleffing of GOD ; neither will 1 neglect 
<< any means that may preferve it, and do heartily 
“ debe to fubmit to GOD's will; but of the two, [ 
“© infinitely defire to be diffelved, and to be with 
“ Corif” 

In the time of his ficknefs, there came many to vifit 
him, but he admitted none but his intimate fiiends ; 
ufing an expreffion of St. Auguftine, who defired, ten 
days before he died, that none might come to him, that 
he in that time might the better be fitted for GOD. But 
to thofe that came, he gave very wife exhortations ; for 
notwithftnding his body was walted, yet his ander- 
ftanding and memory were as aétive and quick, as in the 
time of his health. He encouraged the minifters, that 
vifited him, to be diligent and courageous in the work 
of the Lord, and not to faint under their afflictions, 
He exhorted all, that came to fce him, to make fure of 
Chrif, before they came to die. He thanked GOD for 
his wonderful mercy, in pulting him out of hell, and in 
feating his miniftry with the converfion of many fouls, 
which he wholly aicribed to his grace and glory. 

About a week before he died, when his f/ver cord began 
to loofen, and his golden bowl to break; he called for his 
wife, and defired her to bear his diffolution with a 
chriftian fortitude ; bidding her make no doubt, but fhe 
fhould meet him again in heaven, And turning towards 
his children, (one fon and four daughters), he told them, 

that 
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that they fhould not expect he could now fay any thing 
to them, neither would his ability of body give him 
Teave ; he had told them enough in the time of his fick- 
nefs and before, and begged they would remember it 3 
hoping, that none of them would meet him, at that 
great tribunal, in an unregenerate ftate. Two days after, 
feveral of his parifhioners vifiting bim, one moved, that 
as he had difcovered to them by his doétrine the exceed- 
ing comforts that were in Chrif, he would now tell 
them what he felt in his foul. ““* Alas! (faid he) do 
«© you look for that now from me, that want breath 
«« and power to fpeak? I have told you enough in my 
«¢ miniftry; yet to fatisfy you, I am, by the wonderful 
«¢ mercies of GOD, as full of comfort as my heart can 
« hold, and feel nothing in my foul but Chri?, with 
*© whom I heartily defire to be :” Then feeing fome 
weeping, he faid, “¢ O what a deal ado there is before 
© one can dic !” : 

‘The night before he died, when the doors without began 
tobe fhut, the daughters of mufic to be brought low, and 
he Jay very faint, expecting every moment when the 
wheel fhould be broken at the ciftern; he was told, that 
fome of bis dear friends were then about him, to take 
their laft farewell ; He defired to be raifed up in bed; 
when, after gafping a while for breath, he faid to them, 
«Jam now drawing on apace to my diffolution. Hold 
¢ out faith and patience ; your work will {peedily be 
“© at an end.” And then fhaking them by the hand, 
prayed heartily, and particularly for them ; and ‘ defired 
*¢ them to make fure of heaven, and to bear in mind 
<¢ what he had formerly taught them in his miniftry 5 
 protefting, that the doétrine which he had preached 
** to them for the fpace of twenty years, was the truth 
«of GOD, as he fhould anfwer at the tribunal of 
« Chrift, betore which he should fhortly appear.” ‘This 
he fpake when in the very pangs of death: Upon which 
a dear friend, taking him by the hand, afked him, If he 
did not feel great pain? ““ Truly no, (faid he) the 
«© greateft 1 feel is your cold hand.” And then defiring 
to be laid down again, he fpake no more till the next 
morning, when he took his laft leave of his wife and 
children, prayed for them, and bleffed them all ;-and a 
few hours after, being Saturday the feventeenth of 
December 1631, and in the fixtieth year of his age, he 
yielded up his fpirit to GOD ; and, according to his 

own 
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own expreffion, “celebrated the enfuing fabbath in the 
“© kingdom of heaven.” 

READER ; pray, that thou mayeft thus follow them, 
whey through faith and patience, inberit the Promifes! 


ARTHUR HILDERSHAM. 


RTHUR HILDERSHAM was born at Stechworth, 
near Newmarket, in Cambridgcfhive, Ofober the fixth, 
1563. He was the fon of Thomas Hilderfham of the {aid 
town, (a gentleman of an antient family) and 4an Poole, 
his fecond wife, daughter to Sir Jeffery Poole, fourth fon 
to Sir Rickard Poole (who was coufin-german to K. 
Henry V1), and Margaret countefs of Szlifburv, who 
was daughter to Geerge duke of Clarence (the fecond 
brother to K. Edward (V), and Lfadel the eldeft dangh- 
ter and co-heir of Richard the great earl of Harwick 
and Salifbury. Thus much for his birth, His education 
was as follows: In his childhood he was brought up 
in the popifh religion, taught to fay his prayers in 
Latin ; both his parents and their kindred, efpecially 
his mother, being zealous papifis. When he was to be 
fent abroad to {chool, his father’s aim was only to fend 
him to a good fchool, where many gentlemen’s fons 
were taught; but GOD fo ordercd it (by his good 
providence), that his father placed him at Suf'ron-/alden 
{chool in Efex, with one Mr. Defberough, a godly man 
and a religious proteftant, who, taking great affection to 
him for his wit and difpofition, was very careful of him, 
and taught him not only fuch human learning as was 
fitting for his years, but the grounds of the proteftant 
religion. This fchool-mafter was the firft bleffed in- 
ftrument GOD was pleafed to make uft of to work in 
him a liking and relifh of the reformed religion, He 
continued with him till he was fit for the univerfity, 
which was not Jong. When he was about thirteen, he 
was placed by his father with a-very religious tutor in 
Chrift-callege, Cambridge, where he continucd till after 
he was maiter of arts, and gained much love and eft-cm 
for his piety, learning, ingenuity, affability, and inoffen- 
five wie converfation, 
Vou, IE When 
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‘When he had been in Cambridge about two years, his 
father’ fent him up to London, intending to fend him to 
Rome, being confident he fhould neither want refpect, 
encouragement, nor preferment, for his great uncle’s 
(cardinal Pote’s) fake, brother to his mother’s father ; 
But he refofing to go, his father kept him long at London, 
taking him from one popifh ordinary to another, hoping 
that Juch company would at length have prevailed with 
him to have gone according to his defire. But he con- 
tinuing firm in his refolution not to go to Rome, his fa- 
ther refolved to caft him off, which foon after he did. 
"Thus he, whom GOD had appointed to fuffer much for 
him, began to bear the yoke in his youth; and in his 
tender years became a confeffor, in forfaking father, 
friends, all prefent maintenance and probable hopes of 
great future preferment, for Chrif’s fake. 

Being in this apparently forlorn condition, GOD who 
comforteth thofe that are caft down, comforted him b: 
mecting with Mr. jim Freton (then fellow of Chrift-col- 
dege, afterwards rector of Kegworth in Leiceflerfbire, a 
aman famous for piety and learning) in Londox, who at 
their meeting faid unto him, ¢ Arthur, why art thou fo 
long from thy book, and lofeft fo much time? ¢ Alas, 
*¢ Sir, (faid he), I {hall go no more to Cambridge ;” and 
telated to him his condition, and the oceafion offit, “Be 
© not difcouraged, faid Mr. Jrcton, thou haft a noble 
“ kinfinan, whom 1 will acquaint with thy cafe; and I 
doubt not but he will provide for thee.’ “Accordingly, 
Mr, Jreton foon after went to the earl of Huntingdon, 
ford-prefident of the North (whofe mother and Mr, 
Hildefoam’s mother were brother’s children), and re- 

refented to him the fad condition of his poor kinfman : 
ihe noble earl gladly embraced this opportunity of doing 
good; and fent for tim, encouraged him, promifed him 
maintenance, and gave order to Mr, Jreton to fend him 
back to Cambridge, and to place him with a good tutor, 
“for, faid he, 1 fuppofe his father placed him with a 
© papift.” But when Mr. Zreton affured him the contrary, 
he gaye orders for him to return to his former tutor, of 
whofe love to him and care of him Mr. Hilderfham often 
aufed to fpeak. 

He was of fuch good repute for his piety and learning, 
that by the major part of the fellows he was chofen 
fellow of that college; but Dr. Barwell, the mafter, 
iusking ufe of his negative yoice, ftopped him ; and the 
matter came tothe viltors, twe of whom, namely, Dr. 

Perney 
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Perne, and Dr. Goad, favoring his competitor, Mr. 
Wilet, (whe was afterwards Dr. Willet) made him 
fellow. Not long after, he was chofen Divine of Tyinity- 
ball, inthe faid univerfity, where he continued till 
Scptember the fourteenth, 1587, at which time, by the 
aforefaid noble earl, he was placed preacher at A/hby- 
de-la-Zouch in Leicefterfoire ; the impropriate tithes of 
the fime parith being ‘fettled upon him for his life by 
the fisid carl, and continued to him by the favor of the 
two ducceeding earls, until his death. He hath given 
public notice to the world of his duty and thankfulnefs 
to that noble houfe, in his dedicatory epiftle to his 
Jedtures on the fourth chapter of St. hn. 

January §, 1590, he married Mrs. Aun Barfoot, 
(daughter of Mr. Barfoot, of Lamborn-bull, in Ejfex), 
who was a very valuable wite to him, and a good mother 
to his children; fhe furvived him about eight years. He 
was filenced in June 1590, and reftored again in Fanuary 
1591. He was inftituted and induéted into the vicarage 
ot Afbby, Ofober the fourth, 1593. 

In the year 1598, there was an attachment fent ont 
of the high commiffion for his apprehenfion. In the 
beginning of K. Fames’s reign, when many petitioned 
for Reformation, {which petitions were fubfcribed by 
above feven hundred and fifty godly able preachers, in 
twenty-five counties, and directed to the parliament, to 
his majefty, the lords of the council, and to the bi- 
fhops) ; he, with fome few others of his brethren, were 
chofen_and chiefly intrufted to manage that important 
bufinefs, to profecute the petitions, to folicit the caufe, 
and, if required, to difpute it. And whereas there were 
fome appomted to deal (for thofe that defired Reforma- 
tion) in the conference at Hempton-court, he, with Mr. 
Stephen Exerton of London, and Mr. Edward Fleetwood 
of Lancafhire, delivered to them ten demands and requefts, 
made by thirty minifters, in the name of themfelves and 
many others, which they intreated them to folicit his 
iajefty for, in the behalf of the church. 

He was deprived and filenced by the bifhop of Lincoln, 
April 24, 1605, for refufat of fubfcription and confor- 
mity 5 yet, after fome time, by the connivance and fyvor 
of the bithop of Litchfield and Coventry, he preached fome- 
times in that diocefe, efpecially at thofe two fazous ex- 
ercifes at Burton »pon Trent, in Staffordfhire, aud Reptony 
in Derby /bire, which were the means of great good to the 
fouls of many, both smote and private chriftians in 
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the parts adjacent. He was the principal fupport of thefe 
two exercifes for many years. 

In Fanuary, 1608, by the favor of Dr. Barlow, bifhop 
of Lincoln, he was allowed to preach again at A/Aby, 
where he began his leCtures on Fobn iv. 10. January 31, 
and continued that leture weekly on Tuefday, till No- 
vember 12, 1611. Thefe le@ures, being one hundred 
and eight, he publithed in his life-time, 1628, having 
them all written by himfelf, before he preached them ; 
which courfe he took when he began thofe le€tures, and 
continued it to his dying day ; blaming himfelf much 
that he began it no fooner ; for by that neglect both 
himfelf and others were deprived (in a great meafure) of 
the benefit of his former labors. 

November 1611, he was filenced by Dr. Neale’s means, 
then bifhop of Litchfield and Coventry ; who complaining 
to the king of him, the king commanded the archbifhop 
to write to the bifhop of Lincoln, to fend for Mr. Hilder- 
foam, and to filence him, which was accordingly done. 
“The occafion of bifhop Neal's complaint to ® James 
was this: One Edward Wightman (afterwards burnt at 
Litchfield for blafphemy and Trerely), dwelling at Burton 
upon Trent ; and coming fometimes to the exercife there, 
the bifhop and his friends gave out, that /Vightman learned 
his opinions (at Jeaft that of the foul’s fleeping) of the 
Puritans, and at the aforefaid exercifes, and of Mr, 
Hilderfham by name. Bifhop Neale informing K. James 
of this, the Ling commanded him, when he went into 
the country, to fend for Mr. Hildex/fbam, and to hear 
what he could anfwer Wightman in this matter. The 
bifhop accordingly fent for Mr. Hilder/ham, but would 
not hear his defence till Wightman came. Wightman 
being called to his fecond public hearing, November 26, 
1611, in the prefence of more than five hundred people, 
charged the bifhop with many injuries he had done him, 
naming this for one, That he had given it out, that he 
had learned his opinions from Mr. Hildsr/hom ; whereas 
J profefs (faid he) he neither taught vor confirmed me 
in any of them; but was of all men ever moft oppofite 
to me in them, and caufed my own friends to reject 
me on account of them. Mr. -Hilder/am had long t-efore 
in a private conference, ‘n the pretence of Mr. bercly 











the mifter of Burton (who had inrreated him to take 
forme pains to reclaim H’ig4tmanj thewed him, that his 
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opinion: of the foul’s fleeping was directly repugnant to 
the hely icriptures, and an herefy long fiuce condemued 
at : in 
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inthe church. The places of fcripture he urged againft 
him were thefe, Luke xvi. 22, 23. and xxiii. 43. and 
Phil. i. 23. Mr. Eilds (oow foon after (Afarch 10, 
1608,) received a letter trom /¥ ightman, by which he 
perceived, that /Vightman grew more and more obftinate 
in his errors, and labored to draw others into them ; and 
in this he was confirmed by the reports of others. Mr, 
Hilderfoam therefore took occasion, in the next exercife, 
held at Burton, on March 15, 1608, publicly and at 
large to confute his error; the text that fell out to be 
the fubjeét matter of their meditation, Avs. ix. 27, led 
him direGtly to it. 

On the twenty-firft of April, 1609, above a twelve~ 
month after, /Vightman fent him another letter, in which 
he reviled him for oppofing his opinions in that exercile ; 
and took upon him, after lis manner, to anfwerit. Yet, 
after all this, on the twenty-feventh of November, 1611, 
before the bifhop, he had the wickednefs and audacit 
to avouch, to Mr. Hildsrfham's face, that, at the exercife 
of March 15, 1608, mentioned above, he fhould fay, 
‘That, indeed, the whole drift of the fcripture did make 
for the opinion of the foul’s fleeping, but that the church 
had otherwife judged of the matter. Mr. Hilderfram 

rotefted, that he never {pake or thought fo, and offered 

yy oath, or any other means that fhould be required, to 
avow, that he «ilways held this his opinion to be directly 
contrary to the fcriptuies, and a moit deteftable herely. 
Mr, Aberiey alfo, who was prefent at the conterence, 
was ready to depofe that Hilder foam {pake no fuch 
thing at that time, but ¢ e& contrary. So that 
not only the reft, that were there, were ful! futisfied 5 
but the bifhop himfelf aifo openly profeffed, that he 
was alluredly perfuaded Mightman had greatly wronged 
him in this he had {aid of him. ‘Thus was Mr. Hilder- 
Loans innocency cleared in a public audience, during the 
time of Vightman’s trial at Litchfield; yet he remained 
under the cenfure of filencing, which was procured to 
be infli€ted on him upon this occafion ; and the two 
above mentioned exercifes were put down ; concern- 
ing which all the chief gentlemen of worth in thofe 
parts certified to archbifhop Bracraft a little before his 
death, that the profit which that ccuntry (which above 
moft other places of the land befid-~ was known to itund 
in great need of fuch means of iniruction) received by 
them was exceeding great. 
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Mr. Hilderfoam continued Glenced a long time, yet 
could not live peaceably from men, though he lived 
quietly with men; for, December 8, 1612, letters miffive 
were fent out of the high commiffion court, requiring 
his appearance there; accordingly he appeared, April 22, 
1613, at which time he was judicially admonithed and 
enjoined, that (faving the catechifing his own family 
enly) be fhould not at any time hereafter preach, cate- 
thik, or ufe any part of the office or function of a 
minifter, either publicly or privately, till he fhould be 
lawfully reftored and releafed of his Ba fufpenfion, 

In the fpring, 1614, he fell into a violent fever which 
held him long, the malignancy of which firuck up into 
the roof of his mouth, and the griftle of his nofe, and 
he was thought in great danger ; but, by the bleffing of 
GOD upon the care and skill of physicians and furgeons, 
he was recovered. 

In September, 1616, he was feverely treated by the 
high commiffion court, for nonconformity and {chifm, 
He was fined in two thoufand pounds, excommunicated, 
committed to prifon, and ordered to make a public fub- 
mifion. Thus, unhappily, did Yo/epé’s brethren fall out 
by the way; though commanded to be at peace amon 
themfelves ! When he heard of this harth fentence, it 
became his wifdom to conceal himfelf, which accordingly 
he did for a long time in the city; and he was fo pre- 
ferved, that his adverfaries coukl not meet with him. 

During this time of his keeping clofe, Mr. Fobx 
Hartley, one of the elders of the Engli/ congregation 
at Leyden in Holland, came with letters of credence from 
the congregation, making offer to him of the paftor's 
place then vacant; which he refolved to have accepted 
of, had not his wife’s unwillingnefs to go over the feas 
detained him here. The above mentioned fine of two 
thonfand pounds was eftreated, without abatement, into 
the exchequer, March 12, 1616; whence feveral pro- 
ceffes were iffted to the fheriffs of Leivefferfbire, to 
inquire of his eftate; but they, by feveral returns, an- 
fwered they could find none. At length, the faid fine 
was begged and granted by his majefty K. Fames, under 
the great feal, to Mr. Williams, page to the then marquis 
of Buckingham; whereupon Mr. Hilder/bam compounded 
both with him (giving him a great fum of money) and 
with the regifters alfo of the high commiffion court for 
their part of the fine, and obtained a difcharge from 
them both. I fuppofe it will be hard to find that any 
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man was before, or fcarce has been fince, in that court, 
fo deeply fined and heavily cenfured, merely for his 
judgement and confcience, having done nothing either 
factioufly or contemptuouily again that government and 
thofe orders of the church that were then eftablithed. 
He was indeed always, from his firft entering into the 
miniftry, a refolved and confcientious non-conformift, 
as appears from what has been already related, and fo 
continued to his dying day, witnefs that claufe in his laft 
will: ‘¢ I do hereby declare and proteft, that | do con- 
‘© tinue and end my days in the very fame faith and judge- 
«* ment, touching all points of religion, as I have ever 
«© been known to hold and profefs, and which I have 
*¢ both by my doétrine and praétice, and by my futfer- 
*« ings alfo, given teftimony unto.” He was a great 
admirer, follower and friend of Mr. Thomas Cartwright, 
who left his papers to him and Mr. ‘Fobn Dod, to perufe 
and publifh what they thought fit of them, 

But though he himfelf was a conftant_non-conformift, 

et fuch was his ingenuoufnefs and Chriftian charity, that 
phe tefpeéted, efteemed, and was very familiar with thole 
whom he knew to be religious and learned, though of 
another judgement. He always oppofed the feparation 
of the Brownifts, and the femi-feparation of Mr. Flies 
with whom, as alfo with fome ring-leaders of the former 
fort, he had feveral conferences and difputes. He is 
called by Dr, Ville (his contemporary, and once com- 
petitor) ¢ The hammer of fchifmatics, whom they com- 
* monly call Brownifts. 

After the cenfure of the high commiffion court, he 
lived privately a long time, fometimes in the city, 
fometimes in the country. He was always, whether 
filent or having liberty to preach, a conftant ftudent ; 
when he was in the country, and had conveniency of 
place and weather, he ufed to walk alone every morning 
near an hour to meditate. In the morning he read 
conftantly a chapter, whence he gathered fome obfer- 
vations, and wrote them in a book, with the reference 
to fome common-place in the margin, which he referred 
to his common-place book by numbers. He ufed the 
fame method in reading other books; but out of fome, 
he referred the moft obfervable things in them to his 
sommon-place book by the pages in them. As he was 
touch in fecret prayer, fo was he fervent therein, and 
frequent in ejaculations, as was obferved by fome godly 
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friends, whofe occafions brought them often. near the 
place where he ftudied. 

He was always a diligent frequenter of the public 
affemblies, whether he were in the city or country; he 
‘ufed often, even in his old age, to write fermons in the 
church. He fo highly prized the miniitry of the word, 
that he would often fay, ‘¢ He never heard any godly 
« minifter preach, though but of weak parts, but he 
«© got fome benefit by him.” 

‘le fojourned in many families, and always by his 
godly and amiable carriage got love and efteem of ‘all in 
the houfe. He was much in the houfe of Mrs. Catharine 
Redich, of Newball in Derby/bire, (widow to Alexander 
Redich, of Redich in Lancafbire, Eq. his bofom-friend) 
his antient acquaintance, and conftant dear friend to his 
death, who furvived him not above eight days; the grief 
for his death haftening (as it was fuppofed) her end. In 
her houfe at Hampftead, near London, Auguf? 21, 1624, 
he fell fick of a violent fever, which put him into fach 
danger, that the phyficians doubted of his recovery : 
He over-hearing fome intimation of it, when he thought 
mone were in the room, the curtains being drawn about 
his bed, he was overheard by one in the room to {peak 
audibly thofe words of Pfaim cxviii. 17. ‘I fhall not die 
* but live, and declare the works of the Lord.” At that 
time, there was as little hope of his preaching as of his 
recovery; but GOD, in great mercy, foon after reftored 
him both to health and liberty. 

The next year, namely, Fine 20, 1625, he was 
licenfed by Dr. Ridley, then vicar-general to the arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, to preach in the diocefe of London, 
Lincoln, and Litchficid and Coventry, under the feal of 
that office, Dy virtue of which licenfe he began to 
preach, Auguff 3, 1625, in Abby church aforefaid, thofe 
eight fermons on Pfeim xxxv. 13. concerning fafting, 
prayer, and humiliation for fin, which were publifhed 
after his death, according to his own copy left under 
his hand, by his fon, Mr. Samuel Hilderfham. On the 
twenty-cighth of the next month, he began his one 
bundred and fifty-two leGtures on Pfaim li. publifhed in 
the fame manner, in 1635, Notwithftanding his being 
licenfed as above, he was filenced again, March 25, 1630, 
by notice given him from the court at Leiceffer of the 
king’s inftructions, for every leCturer to read fervice in 
the farplice and hood ; and he began to preach again 
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Augufi 2, 1631, and fo continued till the December fol- 
lowing. which was the laft fermon that he preached. 

Soon after he fell fick of his lat ficknefs, and, perceiv- 
ing it to increafe, he fent for his fon already mentioned, 
who lived at Weft-Felton in Shropfhire, forty-nine miles 
from dfpby; he with his wife came to him with all 
convenient {peed, Fanwary 13, and ftayed with him till 
his death, 

Their company and attendance at that time (as always 
indeed) was very contenting and comfortable : And of 
his daughter-in-law (who was the perfon hinfelt pro- 
poled as a meet wife for his fon, and in whom he always 
took great delight) he was heard, with affection to exprefs 
himfelf thus: “ Never man had a kinder daughter-in- 
© law.” 

His difeafe (though not underftood to be fo at the 
firt) proved the feurvy, which, being a dull and me- 
lancholic diftemper, indifpoted him to ipeak much 5 
yet as he fhewed wonderful patience through his whole 
ficknefs, fo he uled inany boly and heavenly exprefiions 
to thole that attended him, or came to vifit him, wha, 
as he was much beloved and honored in the country, 
were not a few. 

He tuggefted to fome dear friends his fears, that 
wolves would, ere long, come in amongit them, and 
therefore earneitly exhorted them to continue ftedfaft inv 
the truth which they had received. And having occalion 
to mention thole words, 1 Zim. ili. 5. How shall he take 
save of the church of Ged ? looking to his fon, he faid, 
* O'fon, foa, that cure of the flock ix the inain thing !” 

March 4 being the Lord’i-day, he grew very weak. 
His fon prayed wich bim many times that day; and whillt 
he was praying the laft time, the father departed and flept 
in the Lord, between nine and ten o'clock that night, 
namcly, Adurch 4, 1631, being fixty-cieht years ‘and 
five months old. ‘Thus he, who had to long ‘diligently 
kept the holy reit of the fabbath, did in the clofe of the 
Sabbath, reff trom his labors; and having glorified GOD 
often both in pubiic and pi on that day before, was 
at tat on that day received into glory. Mr. Herring 
(his dear and familiar friend) being then at Cocentry, was 
fent for the next day, and came aud preached the leture 
in dphby-church on Vucfday, March 6, in the morning, 
(Mr, Wldvrfiam having ordered in his will that there 
fhould be no foneral-fermon at his burial) and uJ pake 
in a fpiritual and affectionate manner, concerning the 
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Jofs which that congregation, the country, and the 
whole church; had Teatained by the death of Mr. Hi/- 
derfham. In the afternoon of that day his body was 
borne by neighboring minifters to the grave, accompanied 
by a great multitude both of minifters and others, who 
exprefled much forrow and lamentation. 

He lived in 4/Aty for the moft part (though often 
forced to remove his dwelling) of forty-three years and 
fix months, with great fucce’s in his miniftry, love and 
teverence of all forts. He was very charitable to the poor 
hinvfelf, and earneit in exciting his auditors to contribute 
towards their relief. In few country congregations in 
England, the colleétions for the poor were fo large, as 
they were on the quarter-days at his le&tures. 

Afply Gaftained an exceeding great lofs by his deaths 
for he was the peace-maker amongft his neighbors, and 
the patron of the poor; wickednefs was checked, and 
godlinefs cherifhed by his great care and wifdom, He 
was a friend to every one in a good caufe; and it was 
his unwearied delight to be extenfively ufeful in his day 
and_generation. 

He lived to a great age, confidering that his pains in 
preaching weakened him fo much ; yet this happinefs 
GOD vouchfafed to him, which was more than ordi- 
nary, that he outlived not his parts; but as his graces 
inereafed towards his end, fo his abilities of invention, 
judgement, memory, aud clocution, decayed not in his 
age. He left a precions memory behind him, and had 
(in the apoftle's words) Letters of commendation written in 
the hearts of many. 

His Books, which we have already mentioned, will 
yrove more durable monuments of his name, than that 
which his fon ereéted for him in Afbby-church. In 
Mr. Hilderfham’s LeCtures on the fourth Chapter of St. 
Yohn, there is prefixed an Epiftie to the Reader by 7. C. 
that is Fobn Cotton of New-England, who {peaks in the 
highest terns of the Author and of that performance. And 
off a Treatife on the doctrine of the Lord’s-fupper, printed 
in 1608, Mr. Cotton gives the following teftimony ;—< It 
© hath been of fingular good ufe to many poor fouls for 
+ their preparation to that ordinance. And in very deed, 
* thofe queftions and anfwers do more fally furnifh a 
“ chriftian to the whole of that fpiritual duty, than any 
* other, in any language, that I know, in fo jimall a 
* vompats.” After theie Le€tures had been fome little 
titte-publithed, Mr. Gotten received feveral letters from 
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various parts, hefeeching him to: intercede with Mr, 
Hiildcrjixcm to print the Sermons on the fitty-firlt Pfain, 

he had preached them, and the remainder after 
when they were preached, and any thing elfe he 
for the prefs. Mr. Corton, therefore, in a 
1» him from Byzon, dated the third of February, 
y~~¢ Since the Sermons already on part of the 
.e, the fitty-firii] do arife to a juit and foll 
+, be intreated to Nearken to the defires of fo 
at home and abroad, and give them leave to be 
€ doing good, whilit the reft are preparing. You have 

3 love the Lord your GOD with all your might; 
© aud therefore, fince thofe fermons might be fhewing 
“ your love to GOD in working his work, before their 
G iitows, do not hold back any part of their fervice to 
“the church for the prefent time.’ This requeft-Mr. 
Cotton likewife renewed in another letter of July 23, 
in the fame year. 

In the fame Epiftle to the Reader, Mr. Cotton men- 
tions a letter that Mr. Hilderfham wrote to a gentlewoman 
upon the fubjet of Separation, which, falling into the 
hands of one “Fohnfon, a noted feparatift, it was printed, 
with Fobnfen's antwer to it, without Mr. Hilder/ham’s 
privity or confent: ¢ Which, (fays Mr. Corton) hath fo 
4 ftrongly and clearly convinced the iniquity of that 

way, [oF Separation] that 1 could not but acknowledge 
in it, both the wildem of GOD, and the weaknefs of 
the feparatift ; his wifdom, in bringing to light fuch 
a beam of the light of his truth, by the hand of an 
adverfary, againft the Author’s mind ; and the weak- 
nefs of the other, to advance the hand of his advertary, 
to give himfelf and his caufe fuch a deadly wound in 
open view, as neither himfelf nor ali his affociates can 
be able to heal.’ 

Dr. Prefon [for an account of whom fee Vol. 11. p. 
460.] having obtained a perufal of his Leétures on John 
iv. in MS, returned them with the following letter : 

© T will fay to you faithfully and ingenuonfly what I 
think, without adding a word more than my own heart 
is perfuaded of. Firft in general, for putting them to 
the prefs, I do not only think that they are worthy of 
it, but fo far as any intreaty of mine might prevail, I 
fhould prefs you to it; as depriviog GOD's church of 
a very great benefit if you should refute, In particutar, 
befides the profitablenefs of the matter, thefe two 
things I obferve in the reading of it: Firit, throughout 
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the whole carriage, there appeareth a continued ftrength 
(that I may fo calli) without any failing or deficiency, 
without any inequality, unevennefs or deformity of 
fome parts with the reft. Secondly, it is prefs and 
fuccinet (though large) the things choice and pertinent, 
and throughly depending each on other. In brief, fo it 
is, there ts nothing that need be added, and mihil quod 
amputem. So that when I went about to take out 
fome things for my own ufe briefly, I could not almolt 
tell what to leave out. ‘Yo fay allina word, Sir, [ 
do think it is fach as will anfwer to your name, and 
fuch as men would look for from you. There are very 
few writings, but wherein we commonly fce fome 
failings in thefe two particulars, which J mentioned. 
Befides, the method I much like, as very judicious; 
which hath not ruled you, but you it, in a feafonable 
changing it, as your matter lieth; fo cafting the frame 
of it, that it extorteth not more than is neceffary from 
‘ou, nor cutteth off any thing that you would deliver 
hich one precife, uniform method, ftrictly kept, often 
doth. I hope it will be a good help to minifters when 
they read it, and bring the method of doctrine and afes 
into more credit.’ 
He had one excellent fon, Mr. Samuel Hilderfham, of 
whom Mr. Matthew Henry makes honorable mention in 
the life of his father, Mr. Philip Henry. He died at 
Birmingham, in April, 1674, aged eighty. 
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HES excellent perfon was born about the year of 
TT our Lord 1570, in Devenfbire, and defcended of a 
creditable and religious parentage. He was brought up 
in a liberal manner, firft in the country, and then in 
the univerfity of Cambridge. Here he took his degree 
of bachelor in divinity, and was admitted ad _eundem in 
Oxford, in Fuly a&, 1600, He was fellow of Emanuel- 
college in Cambridge, to which he was an honor by his 
piety and learning, and from which he went forth to be a 
fight in the world. 
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It was efteemed a kind providence, that, among others 
who afterwards proved eminent in the church, he had, tor 
an early contemporary, the famous bithop Hell; and for 
an uncle, by the mother’s fide, bifhop fewe/, the pattern 
of his age for fanétity, piety, and theology, and whom 
Mr. Dawne propofed to himielf as an exainple of imita- 
tion: He could fcarce have chofen a better among mere 
men. 

Had his means been anfwerable to his worth, he had 
not lain in fuch obteurity as he did; but had doubtlets 
moved and fhined in a far higher and more extenfive 
fphere. He was firft prefented by the matter and fellows 
of his college to the vicarage of ford, in the county 
of Semerfét ; where he continued for ‘a while; but after= 
wards became rector of Inflow, in his own country ; & 
fall parifh, lying juft in the angle where the river Taw 
and Yurridge meet, and afterwards fall together into the 
Severn. it was worth about a hundred pounds a year; 
but it was the more valuable, he ufed to fay, becaute-his 
patron did not live there; which is very true at all tines, 
unle(s patrons fhould happen to be good men, Other- 
wife, they corrupt the poor, and hinder the ininifler in 
any juit concern for their fpiritual welfare. A rich man 
in/a country parilh is either the greateft blefling or the 
heavieft curfe contained in it. 

‘Though he had no great income, yet GOD fo bicffed 
him with competent means, that he lived contentedly, 
brought up his children in a decent maaner, furnified 
himfelf with a fair library, relieved the poor, and was 
not wanting to his kindred, that ftood in need of his 
help. And for hofpitality, he was conflant in it ; enter- 
taining his friends and fuch as came to vifit him, in as 
chearful and plentiful a manner, as became his circum. 
ftances and condition, ‘ But upon thefe things I will 
not infift (fays Dr. Hackwell, who himfelf was a ver 
Jearned and pious man) chufing rather to come to thole 
which are more proper for him, his intellectual, his 
moral, his civil, his {piritual witdom, and (above all) 
his turning many to rightcoufnefis 

As to his intelicé?ual wifdom; the fharpnefs of his wit, 
the faftnefs of his memory, and the foundnefs of his 
judgement, were in him all three, fo rarely mixed, as 
few men attain them fingle, in that degree, he had them 
all, His fkill in the Janguages was extraordinary, He 
brew, Greeks Latin, French, Spanifb, and (I believe) Halian. 
His knowledge in the liberal arts and f{ciences was uni- 
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verfal ; grammar, logic, rhetoric, poetry, hiitory, phi- 

lofophy, mufic, and the mathematics, In fome ‘of which 

feiences he fo far excelled, that I dare fay, in the Wtern 

parts of the kingdom, he did not leave behind him his 

equal ; neither do I fpeck any thing, to amplify, by way 
rhetoric ; I {peak ifs than the truth. 

His meral wifdom appeared in the checking of his 
appetite by temperance and fobriety: Free he was in the 
lawful ui¢ of GOD's creatures, but never exceffive; nor 
"4 be drawn to it, either by example or perfuafion: 
Which in a conititution { crazy, was, no doubt, under 
GOD, a fpecial meane for drawing out the thread of his 
life. In hi “ge he was grave, yet fociable enough ; 
courteous, yet without affectation or vain compliment ; 
a fure friend, to the utmoft of his power, where he 
proteffed it, yet without flattery. 

His civil wifdem appeared in’ the government of his 
parish and family, in the education of his children, and 
the children of his friends, upon fpecial requefts, com- 
mitted to his charge; in his marriage, and the marriages 
ot his daughters ; and laftly, in the preferving, managing 
and difpofing that eftate, which GOD Jent him, in an 
orderly manner. 

His fpiritue! or divine wifdom appeared in his great 
knowledge of the fcriptures, in which, with Timothy, he 
was trained up from. @ child; and as another Apollos, grew 
mighty in then. to which he added the help of the beit 
interpreters hoch avtient and modern, the ftudy of the 
fathers, the ichool-divines, ecclefiaftical hiftory, and the 
controverfies of the times, as well with the papifts as 
others ; and that in matters not only of doGrine, but of 
difcipline: In all which he was fo well ftudicd, and, upon 
all fitting occafions, fo willing and ready, either by 
writing or fpeaking, to expre(s himfelf; as many, and 
thofe not unlearned divines, were content, nay, glad to 
draw water from his well, and to light their candle at 
his torch. Nay, fome who were his adverfaries in his 
life-time, have in open pulpit, fince his death, to 
GOD’s glory, their own comfort, and his honor, con- 
¥effed as much. But the higheft point of his fpiritual 
wifdom appeared in the pradfice of picty; in a due con- 
formity of his aétions, to his fpeculations ; drawing out 
(as it were) a fair copy, in the courfe of his life, of 
‘thofe wholefome leffons, which he found in his bocks, 
‘tormed in his brain, and taught to others. 
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One main branch of this duty, and effe& of this wif 
dom, was his teaching ; he taught every where and 
every way, by his example and by his pen, but especially 
by his preaching, both publicly and privately : Pub- 
licly, by expounding, catechizing, and preaching; in 
which he fo diligent, that fince his entering into the 
miniftry (which he often profeffed to be his greatet honor 
and comfort in this world) he went through the whole 
body of the Bible, trom the beginning of Gengfis to the 
end of Revedution. 

‘And as he was thus diligent in teaching, fo was he 
conitant in his courfe; as long as his health and Rrength 
would give him leave: Indeed he went beyond his 
ftrength, concluding with his uncle, bifhop Jewel; * thar 
“a general fhould die in the field, and a preacher in the 
© pulpit.” The manner of his teaching was not by loud 
vociferation, or ridiculous gefticulation, or oftentation 
of wit, or other affectations ; but, in the evident demon~ 
Sivation of the Ipirit and power, it was demonftrative, 
mafculine, and mighty, through GOD, to the pullin, 
down of ftrong holds: Beep it was, and yet clear ; rational 
and yet divine; perfpicuous, yet punctual; artificial, yet 
profitable; calm, yet piercing ; ponderous, yet familiar 5 
fo that the ableft of his hearers might always learn 
fomething, and yet the fimpleft underitand all: Which 
was a rare mixture; and in this mixture he run a middle 
and moderate courte, moft agreeable to the canons and 
conftitutions of that church in which he was born and 
bred; betwixt the apifh fuperftition of fome, and the 
peevilh fingularity of others ; betwixt blind devotion, 
and over bold prefumption; betwixt unrcafonable ohe- 
dience, and unwarrantable ditcontormity ; betwixt popith 
tyranny grounded upon carnal policy, and popular con- 
fufion, guided by mere fancy : ‘he one laboring for an 
ulurped monarchy, and to turn all the body into head ; 
the other for a lawlefs anarchy, and to have a body 
without a head. 

Though in his teaching he ran this middle courfe, 
yet he always aimed not only at the information of the 
judgement, but the reformation of the will, the beating 
down of impiety and the convincing of the confcience ; 
to the drawing his hearets, as from ignoraice ta know- 
Jedge, and from error to truth, fo likewitt thereby, from 
yebellion to obedience, and from profancaz{s to religion. 
And truly I littledoubt, but many a good foul, now a 
faint in heaven, did they underilaud our actions and de~ 
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fires, and withal could make known their opinions to ws, 
would foon give us to underitand, that, under GOD, 
he was the initrument for the turning of them unto righ- 
teoufne(s, and for the direéting and conducting them to 
that place of blifs. 

And I have as little doubt, but rhat many a good 
perion, he left behind him, blefitd GOD and the memory 
of this good man, for that fpiritual knowledge and com- 
fort which they received by his miniitry. One lady in 
particular of note and rank, after his death, fent letters 
written with her own hand to fome of his nearcft friends, 
teftifying her converfion to have beer firit wrought by 
his means. And no doubt many others might as juftly 
and truly have done the like, had they been difpofed, or 
if occafion had required it. 

‘Thus he fpent the courfe of his life, abounding in the 
work of the Lord, till his laft ficknels feized on him, 
when he reckoned hiusfelf not a man of this world: Indeed 
all along, in health and itrength, he was a profeffed pil- 
grim and fojourner in it, and as a foldier he had warred 
after it: And now being arrefted and imprifoned, he 
profeffeil to his friends, who came to vifit him, lifting up 
his hands to heaven, ‘¢ That though his body was here, 
*¢ his heart was above, and confequently his treafure ; 
«© fer ehere a man’s trcafure is, there will his beart be alfo.” 
He likewife affured them, ‘¢ That though he faw death 
** approaching, yet he feared it not ; death being now but 
“a drone, and the fting thereof taken out.” During 
this ficknets, le made his houthold his congregation, his 
chamber his chapel, and his bed his pulpit; from whence 
he fent up many holy and heavenly ejaculations, and 
made a moft felemn confcflion of his faith; not only to 
faction and inftruétion, but the admiration of 
hearers. Amongft the reit, two things there were 
which he much and often infifted upon, the one, “ That 
*¢ he hoped anty to he faved by the merits of Fefus Chrifi;” 
the other, “ That he conftantly perfevered in the doc- 
é trine and. difcipline proketfed. and maintained by the 
« church of Exglard, in which he was born, baptized, 
sand bred.” And this he many times and earneftly 
protefted, ina very ferious and folemn manner, refting 
his foul upon the truth of it. 

His glats being now almoft run, and the hour of his 
diffolution drawing near, though his memory and fenfes 
no way failed him, he defired to be abfolved after the 
manner prefcribed by the church, and according tq his 
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defire, having firft made a brief confeffion, snd therein 
expreffing a hearty contrition together with an affarance 
of remiflion, by the precious blood of his dea: Saviour, 
he received abfolution from the mouth of a law ‘ul minitters 
and having received it, profedfed, that he found great eae 
and comfort therein ; and withal, that he was defirous to 
partake of the Lord’s-fupper, if the ftate of his body would 
have permitted him, ~ And not long atter, imagining with 
himfelf, that he heard fome fweet mufic, and calling upon 
Chrift, “ Sweet Fefits kill me, that { may live with thee ;” 
he iweetly fell afleep in the Lord; as did the proto-martyr, 
who ready to yield up the ghoit, prayed, and faid, Lord 
“Fefusy receive my [pirit, Thu’ he lived and thus he died, 
hear approaching the great climaéterical year of his age, 
at Inflow in Devonfhire, in 1631, and was buried in the 
chancel of that parifh church. 

A great lois was fuftained in the lofs of this one man, 
in thofe davs; his flock loft a faithful paftor, his wife a 
loving hufband, his children a tender father, his fervants 
a good matter, his neighbours a friendly neighbour, his 
friends a traity friend, his kindred a dear kinfman, that 
whole county a great ornament; the king lott a Joyal 
fabjeét, the kingdom a true hearted Eng/i/iman, the clergy 
a principal light, the church a dutiful fon, the arts a zca- 
lous patron, and religion a flout champion.” ‘Thus far 
Dr. Hackwell, whofe teftimony there is no reafon to 
doubt ; though due praife, given to fome charaéters gone 
before us, feem like high-tlown panegyric in thefe days, 
in which to be truly religious is by many thought foolish; 
and he is efteemed the clevereft man who, inflvad of fol- 
lowing Chriff and his gofpel, knows how to follow the 
great, and to fcrape together all the prefermenis in his 
power. 

We will conclude this account of our pious and evan- 
gelical preacher, with the atteftation of bishop Hatt, 
in a letter to Dr, Hackwell, our Author's biographer, 


‘Worthy DoGor Hackwell, 


§ [Do heartily congratulate to my dead friend and col- 
¢ legian, this your juft and noble commemoration, It 
is much that you have faid ; but, ia this fahje&, no 
whit enough, “I can fecond every word of your praifes, 
and can hardly reftrain my hand from an adilizional re- 
petition. How much ingenuity, how much learning 
and worth, how much iweetnels of converfation, how 
much elegance of expreffion, how much integrity and 
Vor. Hl. G “holiuefs, 
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* holinefs, have we loft in that man? No man ever 
* knew him, but muft needs fay, that one of the brighteft 
© ftars in our Weft is now fet; the excellent parts that 
© were in him, were a fit inftance for Pea learnedly 
* defended pofition, of the vigour of this laft age; wherein- 
* to he gave his accurate and witty aftipulation, I do 
* much rejoice, yet, to hear, that we fhall be beholden 
© to you for fome mitigation of the forrow of his lofs, by 
© preferving alive fome of the pofthume iffue of that gra- 
cious and exquifite brain ; which when the world fhall 
« fee, they fhall marvel that fuch excellencies could lie 
* fo clofe, and fhall confefs them as much paft value as 
+ recovery. Befides thofe skilfull and rare pieces of 
¢ divinity traéts and fermons ; I hope (for my old love to 
* thofe ftudies) we thall fee abroad fome excellent monu- 
«ments of his Letin poefy : In which faculty, 1 dare 
« boldly fay, few, if any, in our age, exceeded him. In. 
« his polemical difcourfes, (fome whereof T have by me) 
* how eafy is it for any judicious Reader to obferve 
© the true genius of his renowned uncle, bifhop Jewzx ? 
* Such fmoothnefs of ftyle, fuch fharpnefs of wit, fuch 
¢ interfperfions of well-applied reading, fuch grave and 
© holy urbanity: Shortly (for I well forefaw, how apt 
« my pen would be to run after you in this pleafing tract 
* of fo well-deferved praife) thefe works fhall be as the 
€ cloak, which our prophet left behind him in his rapture 
* into heaven. What remains, but that we fhould look 
© up after him, in a care, and endeavour of readinefs for 
« our day; and earneftly pray to our GOD, that as he 
© hath pleated to fetch him away in the chariot of death, 
* fo that he will double his fpirit on thofe he hath thought 
* good to leave yet below: In the mean time, I thank 
4 you for the favour of this your grave, feafonable, 
“and worthy fermon, which I defire may be prefixed, 
‘as a meet preface, to the publifhed labours of this 
« happy author. Farewell, from your loving friend, and 
© fellow labourer, 
Eixen Palace, 


Mar, 22. 1631. Jos. Exon.’ 
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THOMAS TAYLOR. 


THOMAS TAYLOR was born at Richmond in 

Yorkfbire, of worthy and godly parents : His father 
was recorder of that town, and a very Gaius or Onofipborus 
to the filenced minifters of England, and to the exiled 
minifters of Scotland. He brought up feveral fons to the 
miniftry. ‘This fon of his was of a child trained up in 
the holy fcriptures, which are able to make wife to 
falvation. Afterward, as age came on, he was well 
grounded in other learning, and was fent to Cambridge, 
where he became fellow of Chrif?s-college. He was there 
moft laborious in the ftudy of tongues, arts, fciences, and 
all forts of exercifes about them ; and efpecially in divi- 
nity, which was his profeffion. For a time he was Hebrew 
reader to the college. Being foon ripe, he entered into 
the miniftry at the age of one and twenty years. 

In Q, Bizaveths time, he was called ‘to preach at 
Paul’s crofs, and preached the fermon there in K, Fame.’s 
time, 

In the courfe and work of his miniftry, he {pent thirty- 
five years, with all diligence and painfulnefs, even to the 
yery end, when by right he might have fpared himfelf ; 
living in all fincerity and godly purenefs, with entire love 
of fouls, with all watchfulnefs, with mzeknefs, and ‘won~ 
derfully quickened with zeal, He was an utter enemy 
of popery, arminianifm, antinomianifm, and other feéts 
which crept up in thofe times; as appeareth partly by 
his writings. Amidit all his folid difcourfes, he was an 
excellent and ready orator, and wound up his matter 
with a good application, even when at times it was but 
ordinary. And from this courfe he would fearce fuffer 
himfelf to be withdrawn, at any time, to refrefh his 
fpirits by a little freedom. Yea, fometimes when he was 
drawn forth into the country for recreation, by the foli- 
citation of GOD’s people, he efcaped not without his 
nfual burden: Or he fpent his vacant time in preparing 
books for the prefs, which were hoth many and very 
ufefull. And men of underftanding obferved a great feat 
put to his miniftry, in feveral places whereto he was 

Ge galled : 
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called : Some were converted, others confirmed, others 
comforted in the way of GOD: And in thofe times of 
divifion, wherein many profeffors have turned into by- 
ways, thofe that were his conitant hearers, continued in 
that way ftedfxit and unfhaken in faith and love, which. 
is in Chrij? Jefus. At Reading there was a generation of 

‘oung predchcrs, who, under his minifiry, grew up in 

nowledge and holinefs, and fome eminency of gifts, 
profiting by him and his pains there; as alfo in the city 
of Loudin, and at Cambridge. 

Neither was he altogether for the public, but pious in 
private ; and not only in the courfe of his family, but in 
keeping fafts among the godly of the place, which in 
thoie days was rather a dangerous exercife. And, to 
make them folid profeffors indeed, he put them upon a 
weekly way of handling chatechetical points of divinity 5 
that is, every week to confer of one of the heads of 
religion, according to the catechifm fubjoined to Mr. 
Ded’s treatife on the commandinents, ftill proving the 
dogtr.nes by teftimonies of feripture. For other pertonal 
qualite ys, he was a man full of love, alms-deeds, 
merciful confideration of the needy, though not 
winpet. And he was a man bleft of COD with 
igs of wifdom, Prov. iji, 16. Levgth of days, 
riches and Panos. 

lu this holy and bleff-d courfe, he drev- 02 towards his 
end. It was his clunaéterical year of iiy-fix, and the 
year of our Lord 1632. Having c houred himfelf 
with preaching in the city, he betook himfelf to his 
country houfe at [feworth. to be aliriie vedietied. but 
having in@amed are c-rrngted his blood ching, he 
foon fell into his rac eafe, a pleuriy ; for curing 
whereof, though no means were wanting, yet the defired 
effect (through the counfel ef GOJ) followed not. In 
the beginning of his fickneis he fet his houfe in order 
mot bolily. and as became fo worthy a father; and then 
bade farewell to all, as one thoroughly prepared for his 
departure ; full of faith and patience, an.} joy in the Holy 
Ghoft : Carcful of the welfare of the charch at home, 
then in danger to be corrupted ; grieved for the evils he 
knew in fome men’s dealings, He thus expreffed his joy 
jn GOD, and in the conqueft of Chri? : ** Oh (faid he) 
* we ferve a good Lord, who covers all imperfections, 
& and gives great wages for little work ; and in mercy 
«© be bath provided for me fome of the sreatefi.” He fed 
ether holy fpeeches, full ‘of faith and joy, which his 

infirmity 
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infirmity would not fuffer him to-utter perfedlly. Jn 
this manner he languifhed by degrees, and at Jat, on the 
Lird’s-day, being the afial day of his principal labors, 
he was difmiffed of all, and went to keep a perpe! 
fabbath in heaven ; where now he refteth from his labor: 
and his works follow him, even a full reward in endiefs 
glory, which eye bath net feen, nor ear heard, neither cus 
enter inte the beart of man to conceive, what thefe things are 
which GOD bath prepared for them that love him. 

Mr. Leigh calls him ‘a folid and judicious divine,’ 
and gives us this fhort lift of Works, 

«There ave divers ufeful treatifes of his publifhed ¢ 

A Comment on Zitws, and the twelfth Chapter of the 
Revelation: 

‘A book in folic, containing divers trads : 

And other Treatifes mentioned in the late catalogue 
of divinicy books,” 


ad 
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WILLIAM AMES, D.D. 


N the chriftian church, fome of its minifiers are 

appointed to gather in the flock, others co feed and 
nourith it; fome to guide by the ftill waters of grace, 
others to guard againit the incurfions of the foe ; fome 
to build up in the truths of the gofpe!, others to maintain 
and fight for thofe troths againft the attacks of error. 
OF this laft kind was our Jearned divine, who was famous 
for his controverfial writings ; but much more fo abroad 
than in his native country ; for he lived many years in 
foreign parts, and there ended his days. He wits de~ 
Scended from an ancient family in Norfolk, where he was 
born in the year 1576, 

He was educated at Chrift-church-college, Cambridge, 
under the famons Mr. William Perkins, by whom, pto- 
bably, he was brought ro the knowledge of the truth as 
it isin Fefus. He feems to have heen zealous in the 
miifitenance of it, and ychement againit every fpecies of 
fin, and particularly againft the corruptions and idolatry 
of the church of Rome. A remarkable inflance of his 
zeal, in this refpet, is given by Dr. Fuller, in his 
Hifléry of the Univerfity of Cambridge. « Mr. ae 
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* (fays he) was preaching (about the year 1610) at St, 
« Mary's, or, to ufe his own expreffion, ‘* having the 
«© place of a watchman for an hour in the tower of the 
«« univerfity,” took occafion to inveigh againft the libert 

taken at that time, efpecially in thofe colleges which 
had Lords of Mifrule, a pagan relique, which he faid, 
as Poldire Virgil obferved, remains only in England. 
Hence he proceeded to condemn all playing at cards and 
dice, affirming that the Jatter in all ages was accounted 
the device of the devil; and that as GOD invented the 
one-and-twenty letters whereof he made the Bible, the 
devil found out the one-and-twenty {pots on the die ; 
that cannon-law forbad the ufe thereof, feeing, Jnventio 
diaboli nulld confuctudine poteft validari. Mis fermon 
(continues Mr, Fidler) gave great offence to many of 
his auditors, the rather becaufe in him there was a 
concurrence of much nonconformity, inforuch, that 
to prevent an expulfion from Dr, Val. Cary, the mafter, 
he forfook the college, which proved unto him neither 
Jofs nor difgrace, beng chofen afterwards, by the {tates 
of Fricfland, profeffor of their univerfity.”’” In 1613, 
his difpute with Grevinchovius, miniiter at Rotterdam, 
appeared in print. He was at the fynod of Dort, in 
1618, and informed K. Sames’s embaffador from time to 
time of the debates of that aflembly. 

‘When he had been twelve years in the doGtor’s chair at. 
Franeker, he refigned his profefforfhip, and accepted of 
an invitation to the Engli/h congregation at Rotierdam 5 
the air of Franeker being too fharp for him; as he was 
troubled with a great difficulty of breathing. Upon his 
removal to Rotterdam, he wrote his Freb Suit againft 
Geremonics, but did not live to publish it himfelf; for his 
conftitution was fo fhattered, that the air of Holland did 
him no fervice: He had determined to remove to New- 
England; but his afthma, returning at the beginning of 
the winter, put an end to his life at Rotterdam, where he 
was buried on the igth of November, 1633. He was 
{to ufe the words of Mr. Leigh) a judicious and folid 
divine, a ftri&t Calvinift in do@trine, and of the perfuafion 
of the independents with regard to the {ubordination and 
power. of the clafles and fynods. 

In the fame year he died, the Iaft book he wrote above- 
mentioned was publifhed. ‘The editor informs us, that 
«with the coming forth of this book into the light, the 
* learned and famous author Dr. Ames left the fight or 
©darknefs rather of this world, And thongh his name 
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* in this controverfy was hitherto concealed, yet that 
« which was generally but imagined before (that the 
«© Reply” and this “ Frefh Suit,” to Dr. Burgefi’s 
* Rejoinder, were his work) is now certainty known to 
* be hiss it pleads truth fuccin@!y and perfpicuoufly, 
© as indeed his vein in all his writings and difcourfes did. 
© moft admirably Jead him to do: That he fhewed 
© himéelf a pattern of holinefs, a burning and fhining 
“light, a lamp of learning and arts, a champion of 
* truth, efpecially while he was, for the {pace of twelve 
« years at leaft, im the dotor’s chair at Franeker.’ 

‘After this advertifement follows a copper print of him, 
ina little black filk cap, thin piqued beard, ruff about 
his neck, and a cloak over his fhoulder. The incription 
round it mentions him to be fifty-feven years of age, 
when he died. On the back of this piture is a teftimony 
by 5. O, afferting, ‘ That the Do@tor’s books are famous 

in all Europe; upon which many have come to him out 

of Hungary, Poland, Pruffia, and Flanders, to be edu- 
cated 3 as nde ftudents in our land, can teftify: And 

I myfelf, and divers others have heard them affirm, 

they would not have ftayed there, but for the Jiking 

they had of him,’ 

The Works of Dr. Ames are as follow : 

J. Sermons preached at St. Mary's in Cambridge 3 but 
when or whether printed, is not known. II, Purita- 
nifmus Anglicanus; oGavo, 1610. And in Engli/h, at 

ondon, quarto, 1641, containing the chief dodtrines of 
the Puritans. TIL. Difceptatio fcholaflica inter Nic. Gre- 
vinchovium et Gul, Amefum, etc. ottavo, Amt. 1613, 
concerning Arminius’s opinions of election, ete. IV. Dif- 
putatio inter Amehum et N. Grevinchovium, etc. Rotterds 
octave, 1615. ZL. Bat. 1617, 1633, etc. About recon- 
ciliation by the death of Chriff, ete. V. Coronis ad 
collationem Hagienfem ; ducdecimo, Lugd. Bat. 1618, 1628, 
1630. confuting the Anfwers given by the Arminians 
to the Dutch paftors. V1. Afedulla theologica ; duodecimo, 
Franek. 1623. Amft. 1627, 1628, 1634, 1641. Alfo in 
Englifh, London, duodecimo. Vil. “Explicatio utriufgue 
Epifiole S. Petri; duodvcimo, dm. 1625, 1635. The 
fame in Englifh, Lond. quarto, VIII. ‘Be incarnations 
Verbi ; o&ayo, Franek. 1626. againft the Socinians. 
IX. Bellarminus cnervatus, etc. o@avo, Amp. 1627, 1628. 
Oxon, 1629. Lond. 1633, etc. an excellent  treatife 
againit Popery. X. De confcientia; etc. duodecimo, Amft. 
1630, 1631, 1643. And mm £ngiifa, with this title, 

A Treatife 
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A Treatife on Confcience, with the Power and Cafes 
thereof; quarto, Lond. 1643. Xl. Autifynedalia; ete 
duodecimo, Franek. 1692. Amjt, 1633. againft the Re- 
monitrants. XII. Demonjiratio logice duodecimg, 
Ly Bat, 1632, XIUL. Dejputatio theologica; ibid. Againtt 
metaphyfics, XIV. Zechnometria, ete. oavo, Ant. 
1632; or, The Purpofe and Bounds of Arts. XV. A 
Reply to Bithop Afrion. XVI. A freth Suit againit 
human Ceremonies in GOD"s Worfhip; or, a Triplica- 
tion upon Dr. Burgef’'s Rejoynder for Yr. Morton, 
arto, 1633. XVIL. A firltand fecond Manuduétion. 

VILL. Rejeriptio ad refpontian Grevinchovii de redemptione 
generali'; oGtavo, L, But. 1634. XIX. Chriftiane cate- 
chefios feiographia 3 ofavo, Franck. 1635. XX. Leétiones 
in omnes Pfalmos Davidis, etc, odtavo. Amft. 1635. and 
London, 1647. He wrote alfo fome Prefaces, te. to the 
writings of others; and a few feattered Pieces, not men- 
tioned in any catalogue of his books, His Latin works 
were reprinted at Amferdum, in 1658, in tive volumes, 
with a preface by AZatthias Nethenus. 









GEORGE HERBERT. 


EORGE HERBERT was born the third day of 
April, in the year of our Lord 1503, near the town 

of Afzutzom:ry, and in the caftle thar then bore the name 
of that town and county: The caftle was at chat time a 
place of itate and flrengrh, which, with a plentiful eftate, 
had ben Jong in the polefion of the Herbert, ‘The 
father of this Gesrge was Richard Herbert the fon of 
Edward Herbert, knight, the fon of Richard Herbert, 
knight, the fon of the tamous Sir Richard Herbert of 
Colelvaok, inthe county of Monmouth, baronet, who was 
the youngett brother of that memorable William Herbert 
earl of Pembroke, that lived in the reign of our K. Edward 
the fourth. His mother was Magdalen Newport*, the 
youngeft 





# While Mr. Herbert's widow, the refided four years in Oxford, 
for the convenience of her eldett fon's education in that univerfity ; 
where, om account of her more than feminine underftanding and 


extraordinary piety, the became acquainted with the matt eminent for 
wor 
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oungeft daughter of Sir Richard, and fifter to Sir Francis 
Newport of High-Arkall in the county. of Salep, knight, 
and grandfather of Francis lord Newport, comptroller of 
his majefty’s houfhold. His brother was the famous lord 
Herbert of Cherbury, who certainly was a very learned 
and polifhed man, but not fo much a chriftian (to fay the 
leaft of him) as our excellent Author. 

Her fon George Herbert {pent much of his childhood 
under the eye and care of his prudent mother, with the 
tuition of @ chaplain or tutor, till about the age of 
twelve years; and being at that time well inftructed in 
the rules of grammar, he was not long after commended 
to the care of Dr. Neale, who was then dean of We/l- 
minfter ; and by him to the care of Mr. Ireland, who 
was then chief mafter of that {chool ; where the amiable 
and lovely behaviour of his childhood endeared him to all 
that knew him ; and where appeared evident marks of 

reat genius and piety. It appears from the following 
Feccer to his dear mother for a new year’s gift, written in 
the firft year after his going to Cambridge, that he con= 
fecrated the firft fruits of his early age to virtue and a 
ferious ftudy of learning, ‘«* —— but I fear the heat 
«« of my late ague hath dried up thofe (prings, by which, 
«* fcholars fay, the mufes ufed to take up their habitati~ 
“ons. However, I need not their help, to reprove 


worth and learning both in and near the univerfity ; and particularly 

with the great Mr. Donne, afterwards dostor in divinity and dean of 

St. Paul's, [{ce his life Vol. IX. p. 492.] who inclofed to her ina moft 

polit and elegant Jeter, with fome facred hymns, the following 
net. 


« Tothe Lady Magdalen Herbert, of St. Mary Magdalen. 


* Her of your name, whofe fair inheritance 

* Betbina was, and jointure Magdale : 
© An ative faith fo highly did advance, 

« ‘That fhe once knew, more than the Chureh did know, 
© The Refurre@ion; fo much good there ix 

* Delivered of her, that fome fathers be 
* Loth to believe one woman could do this 5 

* But think thole Magdalens were two or three. 
* Incteafe their number, Lady, and their fame : 

© To their devotion, add your innocence : 
* Take fo much of th’ example, as of the names 

« ‘The latcer balf ; and in fome recompence 
« That they did harbour Curist himfelf, a gueft, 
* Harbour thefe bymns, to his dear name addret. 
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S¢ the vanity of thofe many love-poems that are daily 
«© writ and confecrated to Venus 3 nor to bewail that fo 
« few are writ that look towards GOD and heaven. 
«< For my own part, my meaning, dear mother, is in 
© thete fonnets to declare my refolution to be, that my 
*¢ poor abilities in ‘poctry fhall be all and ever confecrated 
to GOD's glory t. 

‘This happy refolution, formed in the feventeenth year 
ofhis age, continued ; and, as he grew older, fo he grew 
in learning and more in favor both with GOD and man; 
and GOD gave him perfeverance, and kept him fo grow- 
ing in grace, that he may very properly be held forth as 
a pattern of grace to pofterity, and efpecially to his 
brethren of the clergy. In the year 1609 he was made 
minor fellow; in 1611, bachelor of arts; on March 15, 
1615, major fellow of the college; and in the fame year, 
being the twenry-fecond year of his age, he was made 
mafter of arts: And in the year 1619 he was chofen 
orator for the univerfity. The firt’ opportunity of 
dhewing his qualifications for this employment of orator, 
was in a letter to K. ames, who had fent the univerfity 
his book intitled Bafiicsn Doron ; and their orator was to 
acknowledge this great honor, and return their gratitude 
to his majefty for fuch a condefcenfion ; at the clofe of 
which letter, he wrote, 


id Faticanam Bodlcianangue objicis, hofpes ! 
Unicus ef nobis Bibliotheca Liber, 


‘This letter was written in fuch excellent Latin, was fo 
richly fraught with fancy, and all the expreffions fo fuited 
to the genius of the king, that he required the orator’s 
name, and then afked the earl of Pembroke if he knew 
him ? Whofe anfwer was, ¢ That he knew him very well; 
* and that he was his kinfman; but he loved him more 
* for his learning and virtue, than for that he was of his 
* name and family.’ At which the king fmiled, and 


1 The dedication itfif, in his own words, is in the following 
vente. 


* Lorn, my frft fruits prefent theméelves to thee 5 
“Yer not mine neithe: 5 for from thee they came, 
And muf return. Accept of them and me, 
“ And make ys firi ho fhall fing bef chy name. 
“© Turn their eyes hither, who fiall make again 
4 "‘Theii*s, wha dhali burt theméelycs or me, refrain, 
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afked the earl leave, that he might love him too; for he 
took him to be the jewel of that univerfity. And, after 
a difcourfe with him, his majefty declared to his kinfman, 
the earl of Pembroke, that he found the orator’s learning 
and wifdom much above his age or wit. 

About this time a very happy friendfhip took place 
between Mr. Herbert and Dr. Andrews bifhop of in~ 
chefter, Sit Francis Bacon, Sir Henry Hotton, and Dr. 
Donne, which continued till death. “At the time of his 
being orator, he had learned the Jtalian, Spanifh, and 
French tongues perfe@tly ; hoping with his predeceffors to 
become fecretary of ftate; being at that time high in the 
king’s favor and much beloved by the moft eminent of 
the court nobility. This often drew him from Cam- 
bridge to attend_on the king, who gave him the fame 
finecure which Q. Elizabeth gave to her favorite Sir 
Philip Sidney, worth at that time a hundred and twenty 
pounds a year, 

He often defigned to leave the univerfity and to travel, 
fappofing that his ftudies hurt his health, being confump- 
tive and fubject to frequent fevers and other infirmities ; 
but in this as on other occafions he readily fubmitted to 
the will of his mother, who was averfe to his either 
leaving the univerfity or going abroad}. And while he, 
thus waited with expetation of a call from Cambridge to 

court, 


+ As Mr. Herbert's duteeus affeStion to his mother appears in a 
letter written to her when the was in a ft of ficknefs, and as it thews 
how well qualified he was for what he afterwards came to be, a father 
as well as paftor to his parifh, we hall without any further apology 
lay it before our readers. 


“ Madam, 


« AT my laf parting from you ¥ was the better content, becauft I 
«¢ wasin hope I thould myfelf carry all ficknefs out of your family ; but, 
* fince I know I did not, and that your fhare continues, or rather 
encteafeth, I with earnefly that I were again with you ; and would 
quickly make good my with, but that my employment does fix me 
«here, being now but a month to eur commencement: Wherein, my 
abfence by how much it naturally augmenteth fulpicion, by { much 
fall it make my prayers the more conitant-and the more earneft for 
you to the GOD of all confolation. In the mean time E befeech 
rou to be chearful, and comfort yourfelf in the GOD of all com- 
fort, who is not willing to behold any forrow but for fin. What 
hath affli€tion grievous in it more than for a moment ? Or why 
fhould our affiidtions here have fo much power or holdnefé as co 
‘oppofe the hope of our joys hereafter ? Madam, as the earth is but 
a point in refpe&t of the heavens, fo are eartlily troubles compared 
** w heavenly joys ; therefore, if either age or Ticknels lead you ta 
: Hao © thle 
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court, he loft two of his principal friends ; namely, 
Lodowick duke of Richmond, and Fames marquis of Hamil- 
ton; and not lang after them died K. James alfo; and 
with them, in a great meafure, died Mr. Herbert's hopes 
° 


St thofe joys, confider what advantage you have over youth and eat, 
‘* who are now fo near thofe true comforts. 

+: Your lait letter gave me an earthly preferment, and kept heavenly 
* for yourfelf: But would you divide and chufe too? Our college 
«© cuftoms allow not that, and I thould account myfelf molt happy, if 
« T might change with you; for X have always obferved the thread of 
‘* life to be like orher threads or fkenes of filk, full of fnarls and 
“i Happy is he, whofe bottom is wound up and laid 
" in the New-Yerufalem. 

© For myfelf, dear mother, I always feared ficknefs more than 
** death, becaufe ficknefs hath made me unable to perform thof offices 
© for which [ came into the world, and mutt yet be kept in it; but 
« you ase freed From that fear, who have already abundantly difcharged 
that part, having both ordered your family, and fo ‘brought up 
+ your children that they have attained to the years of diferetion, and 
4 competent maintenance : So that now if they do not well, the fault 
“* cannot be charged on you pms example and care of them will 

jutify you both to the world and your own confcience ; infomuch, 
+ chat whether you turn your thoughts on the life paft, or on the joys 
« chat are to come, you have Rrong prefervatives againtt all difquiet, 
$¢ a. And for temporal affliétions! I befeech you to confider all that 
«© can happen to you are cither afli€ions of cate, or body, or mind, 

« For thofe of eflate, of what poor regard ought they to be, fince 

“ if we had riches, we are commanded to give them away? 3o that 
** the belt ufe of them is, having, not to have then But perhaps 
“© being above the common le, our credit and eitimation calls on 
“« us to live in a more fpiendid fathion: But, O GOD ! how eafily 
« ig that anfwered, when we confider, that the bleffings in the holy 
& fcripture are never given to the rich, but to the poor. I never find 
blefted be the rich, or bleffed be the noble; but blefed be the 
« meek, and blefed be the poor, and bleffed be the mourners, for they 
fall be comforted, And yet, O GOD! moft carry themelves fo, 
as if they not only not defired, but even feared to be bhefed. 
«© And for afftiions of the body, dear madam, remember the holy 
martyrs of GOD, how they have been burnt by thoufands, and have 
endured fuch other tortures, as the very mention of them might 
beget amazement; but their fiery trials have had an end: And 
your’s (which praifed be GOD are lefs) are not like tocontinue long. 
«¢ 3 befeech you let Cuch thoughts as thefe moderate your prefent fear 
« and forrow ; and know, that if any of your's should prove a Goliah- 
« Tike trouble, yet you may fay with David, That GOD who hatd 
«« delivered me out of the paws of the lion and becr, will alfo deliver 
«© me out of the bands of thit uncircumcifed Philifiine. 

« Laftly, for thofe afitions of the fox/, contider that GOD intends 
¢ that to be as a facred temple for him/elf to dwell in, and will not 
«¢ alow any room there for fuck an inmate as grief; of allow that any 
«© fadnefs fhall be his competitor. And above all, if any care of 
“ furure things molelt you, remember thofe admirable words of the 
 Piulmift, Pfal. lw. Caft thy care ax the Lord, and ke foall sowie 

« thee, 
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of court-preferment. Soon after this event, he retired to 
a friend’s houfe in Kent, where he fo indulged a folitar: 
life, that it was thought he would more impair his health 
by it, than he had formerly done by hard ftudying. In 
this time of his retirement, he had many fevere confli€ts 
with himfelf whether he fhould purfue the profpeéts and 
pleafures of a court-life or betake himfelf to the ftudy of 
divinity and enter into holy orders. Thefe, with the icru- 
ples of confcience that exercifed his mind upon receiving 
a prefentation, configering the laft great account he was 
to make for the cure of fo many fouls, made him faft and 
pray often, and frequently to fay, ** He endured fuch 
“ Diritual conflicts, as none can think, but only thofe 
sé that have endured them.” ‘The agitation and ‘diftrefs 
of his mind may be feen in fome meafure from the follow-~ 
ing verfes, written at that time, entitled 


*¢ AFFLICTION, 


¢6 ‘Whereas my birth and fpirit rather took 
«¢ The way that takes the town : 

6¢ Thou did’ft betray me to a ling’ring book, 
«© And wrapt me in a gown, 

<¢ | was entangled in a world of ftrife, 

“6 Before ha the power to change my life. 


¢ Yet, for I threatened oft the fiege to raife, 
* Not fimmp'ring all mine age: 

« Thou often did’ft with academic praife 
«© Melt and diffolve my rage ; 


“« thee, Towhich join that of St. Peter, x Pet. v. 7. Cafling all your 
“« care on the Lord, for be careth for you. What an admirable thing 
« is this, that GOD puts his thoulder to our burthen, and entertains 
«© our care for us, that we may the more quietly intend his fervice t 
** To conclude, let me commend only one place more to you (Pbil. 
4 iy. q.) St. Paul faith there, “ Rejoice in the Lord always, and again 
‘ Lf resice. He doubles it to take away the feruple of thofe that 
“ might fay, What thall we rejoice in afffiions? Yes, I fay again 
St rales fo thar it is nor Tefito us to rejoice, or not rejoice but 
+ whatfoever befalls us, we mult always, at all times, rejoice in the 
** Lord, who taketh care for us: And it follows in the next verfe 5 
& Let your maderation appear to all men, the Lord is at band; be care- 
“* ful jor notbing. What can be faid more comfortably? ‘Trouble not 
«yourfelves ; GOD is at hand to deliver us from ALL or ig ALL, 
«« Dear madam, pardon my boldnel&, and accept the good meaning of 


. * Your mo obedient fon, 
ite eee “ Geoxrce Herperr.” 
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‘© Etook the {weet’ned pill, till I came where 
¢¢ T could not go away, nor perfevere, 


“ Yet, left perchance I fhould too happy be 
« Jn my unhappinefs 5 
«¢ Turning my purge to food, thou throweft me 
« Into more fickneffes, : 
«¢ Thus doth thy power crofs-bias me, not making 
« Thineown sine good; yet me from my ways taking. 


«* Now I am here, what thou wilt do with me 
« None of my books will fhew : 
«* Tread, and figh, and with I werea tree, 
«« For then fure [ fhould grow 
*¢ To fruit or fhade ; at leaft, fome bird would truft 
“¢ Her houfhold with me, and I would be juft. 


« Yet, though thon troubleft me, I muft be meek ; 
*¢ tn weaknefs muff be ftout : 

*¢ Well, I will change my fervice, and go feek 
«* Some other mafter out : 

*< Ah my dear God! though I am clean forgot, 

<< Let me not love thee, fd love thee not.” 


He had no fooner determined to devote himfelf to the 
fervice of the fanétuary, than, going to London, he in- 
formed a court friend of it, who labored to diffuade him 
from it; urging, that it was too mean an employment, 
and too much Below his birth, and the exellent abilities 
and endowments of his mind. To which he replied ; ¢* It 
“© has been formerly judged, that the domettic fervants 
«© of the King of Heaven fhould he of the nobleft fami- 
4 Ties on earth ; and though the iniquity of the late times 
4 bas made clergymen meanly va ted, and the facred 
«© name of prieit contemptible ; yet I will labor to make 
“© it honorable, by confecrating ali my Jearning, and all 
<¢ my poor abilities, to advance the lory of that GOD. 
«s who gave them: Knowing, that | can never do too 
* much for him, who hath done fo much for me, as to 
«© make me a CHRISTIAN, And I will labor to be 
“like my Saviour, by making humility lovely in the 
“« eyes of all men, and by following the merciful and 
« meek example of my dear Fefus.” 

In the courfe of this year, he was ordained deacon ; 
and on July 15, 1626, he was made prebend of Layton 
Euctefia, in the diocefe of Lincola: Whofe parifh church 

being 
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Deing unfit for divine fervice, he not only made a kind of 
vow to GOD, if he were able, to rebuild that church, 
but lived to fee it completely rebuilt and finifhed. About 
the year 1629, and the thirty-fourth of his age, he was 
feized with a harp quotidian ague; when it was re- 
marked, that in the fharpeft of his extreme fits he would 
often fay, ‘* Lord, abate my great affliétion, and in- 
«« creafe my patience; but, Lord, I repine not; 1 am 
«« dumb, Lord, before thee, becaufe thou doeft it.” By 
which fanétified fubmiffion to the will of GOD, he 
fhewed how willing he was to bear the fweet yoke of 
chriftian difcipline, both then and in the latter part of 
his life. 

In April, 1630, he was prefented to the living of 
Bemerton, about 2 mile from Salifbury; ‘ from which pe-~ 
riod, I muft befpeak the Reader (fays Mr. Zfaac Walton) 
to prepare for an almoft incredible hiftory of the great 
fanétity of the fhort remainder of his holy life : A lite fo 
full of charity, humility, and all chriftian virtues, that 
it deferves the eloquence of St. Coryfsfor to commend and 
declare it; a life, that if it were related by a pen like his, 
there would then be no need for this age to look back into 
times paft for the examples of primitive picty ; for they 
might be all found in the life of George Herbert. But 
now, alas! who is fit to undertake it ? I confefs I am 
not, andam not pleated with myfelf that muft ; and pro-~ 
fefs myfelf amazed, when 1 confider how few of the clergy 
lived fike him then, and how many live fo unlike him 
now: But it becomes not me to cenfure ; my defign is 
rather to afflure the Reader, that I have ufed very great 
diligence to inform myfelf, that I might inform him of 
the truth of what follows, and i will do that with 
fincerity.’ 

When at his induétion he was was fhut into Bemerton- 
church, being left there alone to tol! the bell, as the law 
requires him, he fet fome rules to himfelf for the future 
management of his life, and then and there made a vow to 
labor to keep them. 

And the fame night that be had his induction, he faid 
1 now look back upon my afpiring thoughts, and think 
myfelf more happy than if I bad attained what I fo 
* ambitioufly thirfted for; and I can now behold the 
“ court with an impartial eve, and fee plainly that it is 
S* made up of frand, and titles, and flattery, and many 
‘© other fich empty, imaginary, painted pleafures ; plea- 
§* dures that are ie empty, as not to fatisfy when they 
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«© gre enjoyed ; but in GOD and his fervice is a fulnefa 
*© of ll joy and pleafure, and no fatiety ; and I will now 
«© ufe all my endeavours to bring my relations and de- 
« pendants to a Jove and reliance on him, who never 
<¢ fails thofe that truft him. But, above all, I will be 
«© fure to live well, becaufe the virtuous life of a cler- 
«© gyman is the moit powerful eloquence to perfuade all 
«¢ that fee it to reverence and love, and at leaft to defire 
«© to live like him. And this I will do, becaute I know we 
«¢ live in an age that hath more need of good examples 
«¢ than precepts: And J befeech that rere) , who hath 
«¢ honoured me fo much as to call me to ferve at his 
¢ altar, that, as by his fpecial grace he hath put into my 
«© heart thefe good defires and refolutions, fo he will, by 
«¢ his aflifting grace, enable me to bring the fame to good 
« effet ; and that my humble and charitable life may fo 
«© win upon others, a8 to bring glory to my Fe/us, whom. 
«¢ T have this day taken to be my mafter and governor ; 
«¢ and am fo proud of his fervice, that I will always ob- 
*¢ ferye, and obey, and do his will, and always call him 
*¢ Fefus my matter ; and I will always contema my birth, 
«« or any title or dignity that can be conferred on me, 
s¢ when I fhall compare them with the title of being a 
*¢ prieft, and ferving at the altar of Fe/us my mafter.” 

And that he did fo, appears in many parts of his book 
of “« Sacred Poems ;” efpecially in that entitled the 
«© Odour.” In which he feems to rejoice in the word 
Fefus, and to fay, that the adding thefe words, my Mafter, 
to it, and the often repeating them feemed to perfume 
his mind, And for his free choice of GOD’s fervice in 
the work of the miniftry, in another place, («¢ The 
Pearl,” arth. xiii.) he rejoices and fays,—<‘* J know 
** the ways of fearning ; I know what nature does 
«< willingly 5 and what when it is forced by fire; I know 
«¢ the ways of honour, and when glory inclines the foul 
“© to noble expreffions; I know the court; I know the 
«* ways of pleafure, of love, of wit, of mufic, and 
*€ upon what terms'I declined all thefe for the fervice of 
“© my Mafter \xsus ;” and conclades, 


«¢ That throne thefe labyrinths, not my groveling wit, 
« But thy ftlk-twift, let down from heaven to me; 
«* Did both conduét, and teach me, how by it, 
“© To climb to thee.” 


The third day after he was made rector of ‘Bemerton; 
and had changed his fword and filk cloaths into a canon 
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eal coat, he returned fo habited to Bainton; and immedi- 
ately after he had feen and faluted his wife, he {aid to her, 
«¢ You are now a minifter’s wife, and muft now fo far 
«< forget your father’s houfe, as not to claim a precedence 
*¢ of any of your parifhioners ; for you are to know, 
© that a prieft’s wife can challenge no precedence or 
*© place, but that which fhe purchafes by her obligii 

‘ humility ; and, I am fure, places fo purchafed do belt 
*¢ become them: And let me tell you, that I am fo 
“* good a herald as to aflure you, that this is truth.” And 
fhe was fo meek a wife, as to affure him, ‘it was no 
*« vexing news to her, and that he fhould fee her obferve 
* it with a chearful willingnefs.’ 

He hafted to get the parifh-church repaired, then ta 
beautify the chapel, (which ftands near his houfe) and that 
at his own great charge: He then proceeded to rebuild 
the parfonage-houfe, which he did alfo very completely, 
and at his own charge ; and having done this good wor! 
he caufed thefe verfes to be written upon, or engraved, 
in the mantle of the chimney in his hall, 


«To my Successor. 


«« If thou chance for to find 
«* A new houfe to thy mind, 
*€ And built without thy coft ; 
« Be good to the poor, 
« As GOD gives thee ftore, 
“© And then my labor’s not loft,” 


‘The text for his firft fermon was taken out of Solomon's 
Proverbs, and the words were, Keep thy heart with all 
diligence. \n which firft fermon he gave his parifhioners 
many neceflary, holy, fafe rules, for the difcharge of a 
good conicience, both to GOD and man; and delivered 
his fermon after a moft florid manner, both with great 
Jearning and Cloquence : And at the clofe of his fermon 
told them, ‘¢ That fhould not be his conftant way of 
“ preaching, and that he would not fill their heads with 
“© unneceffary notions, but that, for their fakes, his 
‘© language and his expreffions fhould be more plain and 
‘* practical in his future fermons.” And he then made it 
his humble requeft, ¢ That they would be conftant to 
“* the afternoon’s fervice and catechifing ;” and fhewed 
them convincing reafons why he defired it; and his 
obliging example and perfuations brought them to a 
willing conformity to his seiner 
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The texts for all his fermons were conflantly taken 
out of the gotpel for the day ; and he as conftantly 
declared why the church appointed that portion of {erip~ 
ture to be that day read, and in what manner the Collect 
for every Sunda; refers to the gofpel or to the epiftle 
then read to them: And, that they might pray with 
underftanding, be ufwally took eeealont te explain -nick 
only the Coffe? for every particular day, but the reafons 
of all the other Collects and Refponfes in our fervice 3 
and made it plainly appear to them, that the whole fervice 
of the church was a reafonable, and therefore an accept- 
uble factifice to GOD ; as, namely, that we begin with 
confeffion of ourfelves to be vile miferable finners; and 
that we begin fo, becaufe, till we have confeffed onrfelves 
to be fuch, we are not capable of that mercy which we 
acknowledge we need, and pray for ; but having in the 
Prayer of our Lord begged pardon for thofe fins which 
we have confeffed, and hoping, that as the prieft hath 
declared our abfolution, fo by our public confeffion and 
real repentance. we have obtained that pardon, then we 
dare proceed to beg of the Lerd to open our lips, that 
our mouths may thew forth his praife ; for, till then, we 
are neither able‘nor worthy to praife him: But this being 
fuppofed, we are then fit to fay, Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghof ; and fit to proceed to 
a further fervice of our GOD), in the Colleéis, and 
Pfalms, and Lands, that follow in the fervice. 

And as to thefe Pjaims and Lauds, he proceeded to 
inform them why they were fo often, and fome of them 
daily, repeated in our church-fervice ; namely, the Pfahus 
every month, becaufe they are an hiflorical and thankful 
repetition ot mercies pait, and fuch a compofition of 
prayers and praifes, as ought to be repeated often, and 
publickly ; for with fuch facrifices GOD is honored and 
well-pleated, ‘This tor the P/alms. 

‘And for the Hymns and Lauds, appointed to be daily 
repeated or {ung after the firft and fecond leffons were 
read to the congregation, he proceeded to inform them, 
that it was moft reafonable, after they have heard the 
will and goodnefs of GOI) declared or preached by the 
minifter in his reading the two chapters, that it was then 
a feafonable duty to rife up and exprefs their gratitude to 
Almighty GOD for thofe his mercies to them, and to 
all mankind; and fay with the bleffed virgin, That their 
fouls do magnify the Lord, and that their fpirits do alfa rejeice 
in GOD their Saviour :. And. that it was their duty alfo 

. .to 
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to rejoice with Simeon in his fong, and fay with him, 
That their eves have feen their fatvation; for they have feen 
that falvation, which was but prophefied till his time: 
And he then broke out in expreffions of joy to fee it; but 
they live to fee it daily in the hiftory of it, and therefore 
ought daily to rejoice, and daily to offer up their facri- 
fices of praife to their GOD for that and all his mercies. 
A fervice, which is now the conftant employment of that 
bleffed virgin and Simeon, and al thofe bleffed faints that 
are pofteffed of heaven, and where they dre at this time 
interchangeably and conftantly finging, Hoiy, boly, holy 
Lord GOD; glory be t0 GOD on high, and on carth 
peace. And he taught them, that to do this was an 
acceptable fervice to GO], becaufe the prophet David 
fays in his Pfalms, He shat praifeth the Lord, bonoureth 
dims 

He made them to underftand, how happy they be that 
are freed from the incumbraoces of that law which our 
forefathers groaned under ; namely, from the legal fa- 
crifices, and from the many ceremonies of the Levitical 
Taw ; freed from circumeifion, and from the ftriG@ ob 
fervation of the Fewi/s fabbath, and the like: And he 
made them know, that having received fo many and fo 

reat bleffings, by being born fince the days of our 
Saviour, it muft he an acceptable facrifice to almighty 
GOD for them to acknowledge thoie bleffings, and 
ftand up and worfhip, and fay as Zacharias did, Bleffid 
be the Lord GOD of Ifrach, for he hath (in our days) 
vifited and redeemed his people; and (he hath in our days) 
remembered and fhewed his mercy, which by the mouth of ‘the 
prophets be promifed to our forefathers : And this he hath 
done according to his holy covenant made with them ; 
and we live to fee and enjoy the benefit of it in his birth, 
in his life, his paffion, his refurrection, and afcenfion into 
heaven, where he now fits fenfible of all our temptations 
and infirmities, and where he is at this prefent time 
making interceffion for us to his and our father; and 
therefore they ought daily to expre(s their public gratula- 
tions, and fay daily with Zacharias, Bleffid be the Lord 
GOD of Ifracl, that hath thus vifited and thus redeemed bis 
people.—Vhefe were fome of the reafons by which Mr. 
Herbert inftrugted his congregation for the ufe of the 
Pfaims and Hymns appointed to be daily fang or faid in 
the church-fervice. 

He informed them, when the prieft ptayed only for 
the congregations and not for himfeif, and when “they 
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only prayed for him, as (namely) after the repetition of 
the'Creed, before he proceeds to pray the Lord’s-prayer, of 
any of the appointed Colleés, the prieft is directed to 
kneel down and pray for them, faying, The Lord be with 
yeu: And then they pray for him, faying, dnd with thy 
fpivit-—And he affured them, that when there is fuch 
mutual love, a chriftian congregation, calling thus upon 
GOD with one heart and one voice, and in one reverend 
and humble pofture, look as beautifully as Yeru/uicm, 
that is at peace with itfelf, 

He inftruéted them why the prayer of our Lord was 
prayed often in every full fervice of the church, namely, 
at the conclufion of the feveral parts of that fervice ; and 
prayed then, not only becaufe it was compofed and 
commanded by our Fefis that made it, but: as a perfect 
pattern for our Jefs perfect forms of prayer, and there- 
fore fitteft ta fum up and conclude all our imperfect 
petitions. 

He inftruéted them, that as by the fecond command- 
ment we are required not to bow down or worfhip any 
idol, or falfe god, fo by the contrary rule we are to bow 
down and kneel, or ftand up and worlhip, the true GOD, 
And he inftraéted them hy the church required the 
congregation to ftand up at the repetition of the Crecds ; 
namely, becaufe they did thereby declare both their’ 
obedience to the church, and an affent into that faith into 
which they had been baptized: And he taught them, 
that in that Shorter Creed, or Doxology, fo often repeated 
daily, they alfo flood up, to teitity their belief to be, 
that the GOD that they trufted in was one GOD in three 
perfons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, to whom 
the prieft gave glory ; and becaufe there had been here- 
tics that had denied fome of thefe three perfons to be 
GOD, therefore the congregation ftood up and honored 
him, by confefling and faying, Jt was fo in the beginning, 
is now fo, and_fhall ever be fo world without end: And all 
gave their affent to this belief, b: faying Amen. 

He inftru&ed them what benefit they had by the church's 
appointing the celebration of holidays, and the excellent, 
ufe of them; namely, that they were fet apart for particu- 
lar commemorations of particular mercies received from 
almighty GOD, and (as the reverend Mr. Hooker fays) to 
be the land-marks to diftinguith times; for by them we are’ 
taught to take notice how the years pafs by us, and thar 
we ought not to let them pafs without a celebration of 
praife for thofe mercies which they give us occafion to 
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cemember ; and therefore the year is, appointed to begin 
onthe 2sth day of March, a day in which we comme- 
morate the angel’s appearing to the blefled virgin, with 
the joyful tidings that fe bould conceive and bear a for 
that fhould be the Redeemer of mankind ; and the did {o forty 
weeks after this joyful falutation, namely, at our Chriji~ 
mas, a day in which we commemorate his. birth with joy 
and praife; and that, eight days after this happy birth, 
we celebrate his circumcifion, namely, in that which we 
call New Year’ s-day ; and that upon what we call Twelfib- 
day, we commemorate the manifeftation of the unfearch- 
able riches of Fefas to the Gentiles; and that day we alfa 
celebrate the memory of his goodnefs in fending a ftar to 
guide the three Wife-men from the Ea/ to Bethichem, that 
they might there worfhip and prefent him with their 
oblations of gold, frankincenfe, and myrrh. And he 
(Mr. Herbert} inftru€ted them’ that Fefus was, forty 
days after his birth, prefented by his blefled mother in 
the Zemple ; namely, on that day which we call the 
Purification of the ied virgin Mary: And he inftratted 
them, that by the -faft we imitate and commemorate 
our Saviour’s humiliation in fafting forty days, and that 
we ought to endeavour to be like him in purity; and thar 
on Good: Friday we commemorate and condole his cruci- 
fixion, and at Eefer commemorate his glorious refurrec- 
tion. And he taught them, that after Ye/us had manifeited 
himfelf to his difciples to be that Chrifé that was crucified, 
dead and buried, by his appearing and converfing with 
them for the {pace of forty days after his refurreCtion, 
he then, and not till then, afcended into heaven, in 
the fight of his difciples, namely, on that day which 
we call the Afcenfion, or Holy Lhurfday + and that we then 
celebrate the performance of the promife which he made 
to his difciples at or before his Afeenfion, namely, that 
though he left them, yet be would fend them the Holy-Ghof to 
be their comforter ; and he did fo, on that day which the 
church calls /hitfunday.—Thus the church keeps an hif- 
torical and circular commemoration of times as they pafs 
by us; of fuch times as ought to incline us to occafional 
praifes for the particular blefiings, which we do or might 
receive at thofe feafons. 

He made them -know why the church hath appointed 
Ember-weeks, and the reafon why the Commandments 
and the Epijfiles and Gofpels were to be read at the altars 
or communion table; why the prieft was to pray the 
Litany kneeling, and why to pray fome Coi/eéts itanding ; 
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and he gave them many other obfervations, fit for his 
plain congregation, but not fit for me now to mention; 
for I nvatt fet limits to my pen, and not to make that a 
treatife which I intended to be a much fhorter account 
than ] have made it; but | have done when I have told 
the Reader, that he was conftant in catechifing every Sun- 
day in the afternoon, aid that his catechifing was after 
his fecond leffon, and in the pulpit, and that he never 
exceeded his half hour, and was always fo happy as to 
have a full congregation. © 
But to this | muft add, that if he were at any time too 
zealous in his fermons, it was in reproving the indecen- 
cies of the people’s behaviour, in the time of divine 
Service ; and of thofe minifters that huddled up the church 
prayers, without a vifible reverence and affection; 
namely, fuch as feemed to fay the Lord's prayer or a 
collect in a breath; but for himéelf, his cuftom was, to 
ftop betwixt every collect, and give the people time to 
confider what they had prayed, and to force their defires 
affeAionately to GOD, before he engaged them into new 
petitions. : 
He appeared conftantly with his wife and three nieces 
(the daughters of a deceafed fifter) and his whole family, 
twice a day at the church-prayers in the chapel, which 
almoft joined to his parfonage-houfe, And for the time 
of his appearing, it was firiétly at the canonical hours of 
ten and four; and then and there, he lifted up holy hands 
to GOD in the midft of the congregation. And he 
would joy to have fpent that time in that place, where 
the honor of his mafter Fe/us dwelleth; and there, by 
that inward devotion which he teftitied conftantly by an 
humble behaviour and vifible adoration, he, like Duvid, 
brought not only his own houfhold thus to ferve the 
Lord; but brought moft of his parifhioncrs, and many 
gentlemen in the neighbourhood, conftantly to make a 
part of his congregation twice a day; and fome of the 
meaner fort of his parith did fo love and reverence Mr. 
Herbert, that they would tet their plough reft when 
Mr, Herber?’s ell Tung to prayers, that they might 
alfo offer their devotions to GOD with him, and would 
then return back to their plough, And his moft holy 
Jife was fuch, that it begot fach reverence to GOD, and 
to him, that they thonght themfelves the happier, when 
they carriel Mr, Herbert's bleffing back with them to 
their labor. ‘Thus powerful was his reafon and example, 
10 perfuade others to a practical piety. i 
And 
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And his confiant publick prayers never made him to 
neglect his own private devotions, nor thofe prayers that 
he thought himfelf bound to perform with his family; 
which always were a fet form, and not long; and he did 
always conclude them with that collect which the church 
hath appointed for the day or week.—Thus he made 
every day’s fanctity a ftep towards that kingdom where 
impurity .cannot enter. . 

His chiefeit recreation was mufick, in which heavenly 
art he was a moft excellent mafter, and compofed man: 
divine bymns and anthems, which he fet and fung to his 
jute or viol : and, though he was a lover of retirednefs, 
yet his love to mufic was fuch, that he went uofually 
twice every week, on certain appointed days, to the 
cathedral church in Salifbury; and at his return would 
fay, ‘“* That his time ipent in prayer and cathedrat 
«“mufie elevated his foul, and was his heaven upon 
¢ earth 2” But before his return thence to Bemerton, 
he would ufually fing and play his part, at an appointed 
private mufic-meeting ; and, to juftify this practice, he 
would often fay, ‘ Religion does not banifh mirth, but 
‘© only moderates and {ets rules to it.” 

In one of his walks to Sali/bury he overtook a gentle- 
man, to whom, after a proper falutation, he faid, Sir, 
«« [take the liberty to afk fome account of your faith; 
*¢ and the rather, becaufe, though you are not of my 
‘ parifh, yet I receive tythe from you by the hand of 
“© your tenant; and, becanfe I know there are fome 
fermon-hearers who are like thofe fishes that always 
live in falt-water, and yet are always frefh.” And 
after fome further converfation, Mr. Herbert gave him 
fuch rules for the trial of his fincerity and direCtions for 
his faith and praétice, and in fuch a fpirit of wifdom and 
mecknets, that the gentleman was quite charmed with 
him, and fought opportunities in future to mect him in 
his walks to Sulifbury, and to attend on his miniftry at 
Bemerton; always mentioning Mr, Herdert’s name with 
the greateft veneration; and continued to the the day of 
his death praifing GOD for the occafion of knowing 
him. 

In another of his Sali/bury walks, he met with a neigh- 
bour-minifter, and after fome friendly difcourfe betwixt 
them, and fome condolement for the wickednefs of the 
times, and contempt of the clergy, Mr. Herbert took 
eccation to fay, * One cure for thele diftempers would 
“<< be, for the clergy themfelves to keep the Ember-weeks 
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‘© ftriétly, and beg of their parifhioncrs to join with ther 
« in fatting and prayers for ‘amore religious clergy. 
«© And another cure will-be, for them to reftore the 
“© great and neglected duty of catechifing, on which the 
«¢ falvation of fo‘many of the poor and ignorant lay- 
S¢ people does depend ; hut principally, that the clergy 
< themfelves would be fare to live unblameably, and 
“< that the dignified clergy efpecially, which ‘preach 
«© temperance, would avoid furfeiting, and take all 
“ occafions to exprefs-a vifible humility and charity in 
«© their lives; for this would force a love and imitation 
‘© and an unfeigned reverence from all that knew them :” 
(And for proof of this, we need no other teftimony, 
than the life and death of Dr. Lege, late lord bishop of 
Bath and Wells) <« This (faid Mr. Herbert) would be a 
“© cure for the wickednefs and growing atheifm of our 
© age. And, my dear brother, till this be done by us, 
*© and done in earneft, Jet no man_expeét a reformation 
** of the manners of the Jaity ; for it is not learning, 
«< but this, this only, that muft do it ; and, till then, 
“© the fault muft lie at our doors.” 

And in another of his walks to Salifbury, he came uy, 
with a poor man whofe horfe had fallen under his load, 
and feeing both man and horfe in diftrefs and in need of 
prefent help, he took off his coat and helped the man to 
unload his horfe and to load him again; which being 
done he gave him money to reftefh himfelf and horfe, 
and told him, ‘¢ If he loved himfelf he fhould be mer- 
© ciful to his beaft.” But coming to his mofical friends 
they were furprifed: to fee the neat trim Mr. Herbert 
come in fo foiled and difcompofed ; to whom he apo- 
logized by telling them the occafion. One of the com- 
pany faid, ‘He thought he had difparaged himfelf by 
“fo dirty an employment. To which he gave the 
following anfwer : The thought of what I have done 
#¢ will prove mufic to me at midnight ; and that the omif- 
‘© fion of it would have upbraided me and made difcord 
«¢ in my confcience whenfoever I fhould pafs by that 
«¢ place; for if 1 am_bound to pray for al! that be in 
«6 diftrefs, I am fure I am bound, fo far as it is in my 
“ power, to practife what 1] pray for: And I do not 
«s with for the like occafion every day, yet let me tell 
*6 you, I would not willingly pals one day of my life 
«¢ without comforting a forrowful foul, or thewin 
© mercy; and I praife GOD for this occafion: An 
“© now Jet ys tune our inftruments.” 


He 
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He was moft happy in his _wife’s unforced compliance 
with his aéts of chatity, whom he made his almoner, 
and paid conftantly into her hand a tenth penny of what 
money he received for tythe, and gave her a power to 
difpote that to the poor of his parifh, with 2 power to 
difpofe a tenth part of the corn that came yearly into his 
barn; which troft fhe moft faithfully performed, and 
would often offer to him an account of her ftewardthip, 
and as often beg an enlargement of his bounty, for the 
rejoiced in the employment ; and this was ufually laid 
out by her in blankets and fhoes for fome fuch poor 
people as fhe knew to ftand in moit need of them, This, 
as to her charity.—And for his own, he fet no limits to it; 
nor did he ever turn his face from any that he faw in 
want, but would relieve them, elpecially his poor neigh» 
bours, to the meaneft of whofe houfes he would go and 
inform himfelf of their wants, and relieve them chear- 
fally if they were in diftrefs ; and would always praife 
GOD, as much for being willing, as for being able, to 
do it. And, when he was advifed by a friend to be 
more frugal, becaufe he might have children, his anfwer 
was, “ He would not fee the danger of want fo far off; 
«* but being the f{cripture does fo commend charity, as to 
“tell us, that charity is the top of chriftian virtues, 
« the covering of fins, the fulfilling of the law, the life 
“ of faith: And that charity hath a promife of the 
« bleffings of this Jife, and of a reward in that life 
** which is to come; being thefe, and more excellent 
“¢ things are in feripture fpoken of thee, O charity 5 
*¢ and being all my tythes and church dues are a deodate 
« from thee, O my GOD; make me, O my GOD, 
«¢ fo far to truft thy promife, as to return them back to 
“ thee; and, by thy grace, 1 will do fo, in difttibuting 
‘¢ them to any of thy poor members that are in diftrefs, 
or do but bear the image of Fcfus my mafter, Sir 
“* (faid he to his triend) my wife hath a competent 
«* maintenance fecured her after my death, and therefore, 

as this is my prayer, fo this my refolution thall by 
GOD’s grace be unalterable.” 

‘This account is given by Mr. /Valton of the excellencies 
of the adtive part of his Tife, and thus he continued, till 
a confumption fo weakened him, as to confine him to his 
houfe, or to the chapel, which almoft joined to it; in 
which he continued to read prayers conftantly twice 
every day, though he were very weak ; in one of which 
times of his reading, his wife obferyed him to read in 
Vor. UL kK pain, 
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pain, and told him fo, and that it waited his (pirits, 
weakened him, and he confeffed it, but faid, « His life 
“© could not be better fpenc than in the fervice of his 
¢ matter Fefes, who had done and fuffered fo much for 
‘him: But (he faid) 1 will not be wilful, for Mr. 
© Bofleck fhall be appointed to read prayers for me to- 
«© morrow, and I will now be only a hearer of them, 
<¢ till this mortal fhall put on immortality.” And ac- 
cordingly Mr. Boffock his curate from that time con- 
tinued to be reader till Mr, Herbert's death. 

About a month before his death, his friend Mr. Farrer 
fent Mr. Edy:und Duncon (afterwards retor of Frycr- 
Barnet in the county of Middlefex) to fee Mr. Herbert, 
and to affure him, he wanted not his daily prayers for his 
recovery ; and Mr. Duncon was to return back to Gidden 
with an account of Mr. Herbert’s condition, Mr. 
Dauncon found him at that time lying on his bed, or on his 
pallet ; but at his feeing Mr. Deva he raifed himfelf 
vigoroufly, faluted him, and with fome earneftnefs in- 

wired the health of his brother Farrer; of which Mr, 
Dieweas fatisfied him ; and after a conference of Mr. 
Farves’s holy tife, and the manner of his conftant ferving 
GOD, he faid to Mr. Duncon,—*© Sir, 1 fee by your 
*¢ habit that you are a prieft, and I defire you to pray 
** with me :”” Which heing granted, Mr. Duncon atked 
him, ¢ What prayers? To which Mr. Herbert's anfwer 
was, ‘*Oh! Sir, the prayersof my mother, the church 
«* of England, no other prayers are equal to them ; but, 
** at this time, I beg of you to pray only the litany, for 
*¢ T am weak and faint ;” and Mr. Duncon did fo. © And 
at Mr. Duncon’s parting with him, Mr. Herbert fpoke 
to this purpofe: “ Sir, I pray give my brother Farrer 
** an account of my decaying condition; and tell him, I 
‘¢ beg him to continue his prayers for me; and let him 
« know, that I have confidered, that GOD only is 
« what he would be; and that I am by his grace become 
*¢ now fo like him, as to be pleafed with what pleafeth 
‘¢ him, and do not repine at my want of health: And 
< tell him, my heart is fixed on that place where true 
«* joy is only to be found, and that I Jong to be there, 
«¢ and will wait my appointed change with hope and 
« patience.” 

‘And having faid this, he did with fach humility, 
as feened to exait him, bow downto Mr. Dumcon, and 
with a thoughtful and contented lock fay to him, * Sir, 
& T pray deliver this little book to my dear brother 

S¢ Farrer 
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Farrer, and tell him, he hall find in it a pi@ture of 
the many fpiritual conflicts that have paft berwixe 
GOD and my foul, before I could fubjeét mine to the 
will of Fefus my mafter, in whofe fervice I have now 
found perfe@t freedom : Defire him to read it, and 
then, if he can think it may turn to the advantage of 
any dejected poor foul, let it be made public; if not, 
« Jethim burn it, for I and it are lefs than the leaft of 
«© GOD's mercies.” 

Thus meanly did this humble man think of this 
excellent book, which now bears the name of ‘* The 
«© Temple; or, Sacred Poems and private Ejaculations ;” 
of which Mr. Farrer would fay, ‘ There was the 
¢ pidture of a divine foul in every page, and that the whole 
© book was fuch a harmony of holy paffions, as would 
* enrich the world with pleafure and piety.’ And it 
appears to have done fo, for there have been more than 
twenty thoufand of them fold fince the fir im- 
preffion, 

When Mr. Farrer fent this book to Cambridge for the 
vicechancellor’s imprimatur, he objected to the two fol+ 
Jowing well-known lines ; 


« 
« 


‘ 


« 


« 


ee Religion ftands a tip-toe in our land, 
«© Ready to pafs to the American ftrand.” 


But after fome arguments he faid, I knew Mr. Herbert 
* well, and know that he had many heavenly fpeculati~ 
“ons, and was a divine poet ; but 1 hope the world will 
« not take him to be an infpired prophet, and therefore t 
* licenfe the whole book.’ It was a candid expreffion ; 
and fabfequent events have fhown, that there hath been, 
as yet, no fulfillment of the prediétion. 

n this time of his decay, he was often vifited and 
prayed for by all the clergy that lived near him, efpecially 
by the bifhop and prebends of the cathedral church in 
Salifoury ; tut by none more devoutly than his wife, his 
three nieces, (then a part of his family) and one Mr. 
F¥oodnot, who were the fad witneffes of his daily decay ; 
to whom he would often fpeak to this purpofe: «¢ 1 now 
“ look back upon the pleafures of my life paft, and fee 
*¢ the content I have taken in beauty, in wit, in mufic, 
“ and pleafant converfation; how they are now all paffed 

by me as a fhadow that returns not, and are all be- 
come dead to me, or I to them; that as my father 
and generations have done before me, fo fhail 1 now 
fuddenly (with Fob) make my bed alfo in the dark 3 
Ka andy 
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« and, I praife GOD, I am prepared for it; and, that 
«¢ J am not to learn patience, now I ftand in fuch necd 
“© of it ; and that | have praétifed mortification, and 
“ endeavoured to die daily, that I might not die éter- 
¢¢ nally; and my hope is, that I hall fhortly leave this 
© valley of tears, and be free from all fevers and pain ; 
. and, which will be a more happy condition, I fhall 
“ be free from fin, and all the temptations and anxieties 
«© that attend it ; and this being paft, I hall dwell in the 
“© New Ferufalem, dwell there with men made perfect, 
«© dwelt where thefe eyes fhall fee my mafter and fayiour 
“ efus, and with him fee my dear mother, and rela- 
** tions, and friends; but I muft die, or not come to 
“* that happy place: And this is my content, that I am 
“© going daily towards it; and that every day that I have 
« Tived hath taken a part of my appointed time from 
“* me; and that I fhall live the lefs time for having 
*€ lived this and the day paft.” 

‘Thefe and the Jike expreffions, which he uttered often, 
may be faid to be his enjoyment of heaven, before he 
enjoyed it. ‘The Sunday before his death, he arofe fud- 
denly from his bed or couch, called for one of his 
imftruments, took it into hand, and faid,—** My GOD, 
“my GOD, 


«© My moufic fhall find thee, 
«© And every ftring 
* Shall have his attribute to fing.” 


And having thus tuned it, he played and fung: 


«* The Sundays of man’s life, 
« Threaded together on Time’s ftring, 
* Make bracelets to adorn the wife 
*¢ Of the eternal glorious King : 
«¢ On Sundays, heaven’s door ftands ope, 
* Bleflings are plentiful and rife, 
«© More plentiful than Hope.” 


a 


Thus he continued meditating and praying, and re- 
joicing, till the day of his death, and on that day faid to 
NMér. Woodnot, “* My dear friend, Iam forry I have no- 
«« thing to prefent to my merciful GOD but fin and 
«< mifery ; but the firft is pardoned, and a few hours will 
«© put a period to the Jarter.”. Upon which expreffion, 
Mr, Mocdnot took occaficn to remember him of the re- 
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building Layton-church, and his many acts of mercy: To 
which he made anfwer, faying, *¢ They be good works, 
¢¢ if they be fprinkled with the blood of Chriff, and not 
¢6 otherwife.” After this difcourfe, he became more 
reftle(s, and his foul feemed to be weary of her earthly 
tabernacle; and this uneafinefs became fo vifible, that his 
wife, his three nieces, and Mr. H’ocdnot food conftantly 
about his hed, beholding him with forrow, and an un- 
willingnefs to Jofe the fight of him whom they could not 
hope to fee much longer. As they ftood thus beholding 
him, his wife obferved him to breath faintly, and with 
much trouble, and obferved him to fall inte a fudden 
agony; which fo furprifed her, that fhe fell into a tudden 
pation, and required of him to know how he did? ‘i'o 
which his anfwer was, ‘¢ That he had paffed a confli€t with 
*$ hjs laft enemy, and had overcome him by the merits 
“© of his mafter Fe/us.” After which anfwer he looked 
up, and faw his wife and nieces weeping to an extremity, 
and charged them, ‘¢ if they loved him, to withdraw into 
4« the next room, and there pray every one alone for 
*© him; for nothing but their lamentations could make 
$* his death uncomfortable.” To which requeft their 
fighs and tears would not fuffer them to make any reply, 
but they yielded him a fad obedience, leaving only with 
him Mr. Woodnet and Mr. Boftock. Immediately after 
they had left him, be faid to Mr, Boftock, “ Pray, Sir, 
S¢ open that door ; then look into that cabinet, in which 
“ by may eafily find my laft will, and give it into my 
*¢ hand :” Which being done, he delivered it into the 
hand of Mr. Woednot, and faid, “* My old friend, T here 
& deliver you my Iaft will, in which you will find that 
«¢ T have made you my fole executor, for the good of 
‘* my wife and nieces, and I defire you to fhew kindne(s 
“* to them as they fhall need it: 1 do not defire you to 
«© be juft, for 1 know you will be fo for your own fake ; 
« put I chaige you, by the religion of our friendfhip, 
“ to be careful of them.” And having obtained Mr, 
Wosdnoi's promife to be fo, he faid, «1am now ready 
* to dies” After which he faid, “ Lord, grant me mercy, 
“ forthe merits of my Fefus; and now, Lord, receive my 
“© foul.” And with thefe words he peaceably and calmly 
breathed forth foul into the hands of kim who gave 
its Mr. Woodnoz and Mr. Boffock attending “is lait breath, 
and clofing his eves. 

The. death of this faint, tras precisus in the Aght of 
GOD, (as will be the death of all bis faims to the end) 
3 was 
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was in the year 1635; his remains lie interred in the 
parifh-church at Bemerton near Sarum, under the com- 
munion table, and covered with a grave-ftone without 
any infcription. 7 

tn his perfon he was rather tall, very lean, but ex- 
ceeding ftraight ; his fpeech and mien befpoke him the 
true gentleman; and his affability and humanity fhewed 
him to be no lefs a chriftian.. None could ever be more. 
admired and beloved than he was, by all that knew him, 
Lord Bacon, as well as: Dr. Donne, were among his 
friends, and in{cribed to him fome of their writings, 

His poems, éntitled ‘¢ The. Temple,” were printed at 
London im 1635, in 120.3 and his ‘ Prieft to the 
«© Temple, or, The Country Parfon’s Charafter and 
£¢ Rules of holy Life,” was publithed in 1652, His 
‘Works have fince been publifhed together in one volume. 


RICHARD SIBBES, D.D. 


HIS grave and folid divine (as Mr. Leigh calls him) 

was born upon the borders of Suffolk, near Sudbury, 
and being trained up at {choo}, when he was grown ready 
for the univerfity, was fent to Cambridge, in 1595, and 
was admitted into St, Fobm’s-college; where he fo profited 
in learning, and approved himfelf by his blamelefs con- 
verfation, that he was promoted from one degree to 
another in the college; being chofen firft fcholar, and 
then fellow of that houfe, He alfo took all the degrees 
of the univerfity, with general approbation and applaufe. 
it pleafed GOD to convert him by the miniftry of Mr. 
Paul Baincs, whilft he was leSturer at St. Andrew's, in 
Cambridge. And when Mr, Sibbes had been matter of arts 
fome time, he entered into the miniftry, and fhortly 
after was chofen le€turer at Zrinity-church, in Cambridge : 
To whofe miniftry, befides the townfmen, many {cholars 
reforted; fo that he became the happy inftrument of 
bringing fome fouls to GOD, as alfo of edifying and 
building up others. He appears, from an archidiaconal 
regifter, to have been Vicar of Trinity parith, only during 
the two laft years of his life; the famous Dr. Thomas 
Gudwin baving refigned in his favor. : 
x About 
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About the year 1625, or 1626, he was chofen matter 
of Katharine-hall in Cambridge, in the government where- 
of he continued till his dying day; and, like a faithful 
governor, he was always very careful to procure and 
advance the good of that little houfe. For he procured 
good means and maintenance by his intereft in many wor~ 
thy perfons, for the enlargement of the college ; and wasa 
means of eftablifhing learned and religious fellows there; 
infomuch that, in his time, it proved a very famous fociety 
for piety and learning, both as to fellows and fcholars, 

But Tefore this, about the year 1618, he was chofen 
preacher at Gray's-Jnn; where his miniftry found fuch 
general approbation and acceptance, that, befides the 
Yearned lawyers of the houfe, many noble perfonages 
and many of the gentry and citizens reforted to hear 
him ; and many had reafon to blefs GOD for the benefit, 
which they received by him. Dr. William Gouge, who 
frequently heard him preach, fays, ‘ that he fometimes 
“had a Teele ftammering in the time of his preaching, 
* bue then his judicious hearers always expected fone 
* rare and excellent notion im.’ 

His learning was mixed with much humility, whereby 
he was always ready to undervalue his own labours ; 
though others judged them to breathe fpirie and life, to be 
ftrong of heaven, fpeaking with authority and power to 
men’s confciences. His care in the courfe of his miniftry 
was to lay a good foundation in the heads and hearts of 
his hearers. And though he was a wife mafter-builder, 
and that in one of the moft eminent auditories for learning 
and piety, which was in the land; yet, according to the 
grace which was given to him (which was indeed like 
that of £/i/ba, in regard of the other prophets, the elder 
brother's privilege, a double portion) he was {till taking 
all oceafions to preach the fundamentals to them, and, 
among the reft, the incarnation of the fon of GOI): 
And preaching at feveral times, and by occation of fo 
many feveral texts of fcripture concerning this fubject, 
there is fcarce any one of thofe incomparable benefits, 
which accrue to us thereby, nor any of thote holy im- 
preffions, which the meditation hereof ought to work in 
our hearts, which was not by him unfolded. The truth 
of this appeared fo evident to an eminent divine, upon 
reading his fermons, when in print, that he faid, ¢ I 
© lefs wonder now at the noted humility of the author, 
* finding how often his thoughts dwelt upon the humili- 
* ation of Chri?’ 
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Indeed he was thoroughly ftudicd in the holy {etip- 
tures, which made him a man of GOD, perfeé?, tho~ 
roughly furnifhed unto every goad work; and, as became a 
faithful tteward of the manifold grace of GOD, he en- 
deavoured to teach it to others, and to fore them with 
knowledge, wifdom, and fpiritual underftanding, He 
was a man that enjoyed much communion with GOD, 
and, like Fobn the Baptif, was a burning and fhin~ 
ing light, wailing and ipending himfelf to enlighten 
others. 

He was upon afl oceafions very charitable, drawing 
forth not only his purfe in relieving, but his very bowels 
iu commiferating, the wants and neceffities of the poor 
members of Chrifi, He used fometimes, in the fummer- 
time, to go abroad to the houfes of fome worthy perfon- 
ages, where he was an inftrument of much good; not 
only by his private labors, but by his prudent counfel 
and advice, that upon every occafion he was ready to 
minifter unto them, And thus having done bis work on 
earth, he was received to heaven, peaceably and com~ 
fortably refigning up his fpirit unto GOD, ‘in the year 
1635, and in the ffty-eighth year of his age. 

is Works, He was ¢ famous (fays Mr. Leigh) 

for his piety, learning, devotion, and’ politenefs fhe 
means prlifbed ftyle} of his two genuine writings, The 
bruifed Reed, and The Soul's Confi? Thefe we have 
feen, and can afture the Chriftian Reader, who is under 
exercife of f{pirit, that he will hardly be able to find 
two hooks written by man, which are more likely to 
afford him direction, comfort, and relief, than thefe 
molt excellent pieces of Dr. Sibies. We regret, that they 
are out of print ; or rather, that the piety of the times 
dves not haften them into print again. Upon the fubjeét 
of {piritual diftrefs, there is {carce any book in our lan-~ 
guage more valuable, except the Bible. Ar leaft, the 
Writer hath found it fo, refpeéting himfelf, His “ Di- 
«* yine Meditations and Holy Contemplations,” were 
reprinted in 1775, in a fmali duodecimo, dedicated to the 
countets of Huntingdon, and recommended by the honora- 
ble and reverend Mr. Walser Shirley. His Sermons on Cane 
ticles ¥. are fo excellent, that the judicious Mr. Fobu Dod, 
having pernfed them in manufcript, would ‘not ceafe 
foliciting Dr. Siddes till he bad prevailed upon him to 
print them ; and for that end wrote to him as follows, 
« — 1 judge it altogether unmeet, (fays he) that fuch 
* precious matter fhould be concealed from the public 
« nfe.’ 
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ufe. I judge thefe Sermons a very profitable and ex- 
cellent help, both-to the underftanding of that dark 
and moft divine {cripture, as alfo to kindle in the heart 
all heavenly sffeétions towards Fefus Chrift: The whole 
frame whereof is carried with fuch wildom, gravity, 
piety, judgement and experience, that it commends 
itfelf to all that are godly wife: And £ doubt not but 
they hall find their temptations anfwered, their faint- 
ing {pirits revived, their underftandings enlightened, 
and their graces confirmed ; fo that they fhal! have 
canfe to praife GOD forthe worthy Author’s godly 
and painful labours.’ 





a a a aera’ 


JOSEPH MEDE, BD. 


HIS profound fcholar was born in Ofcher 1586, 

at Berden in Effex, and related to the family of 
Sir ae Mede of Lofts-Hall in the fame county, ‘who 
much pleafed himfelf in fo worthy a kinfman, to whom 
(when fellow of Chrifs-college) he fent his eldeft fon to 
be his pupil ; accounting it a fingultr felicity to have 
him under the care and conduct of fo worthy and accom- 
plifhed a tutor. 

When he was about ten years old, both he and his 
father fell fick at the fame time of the fmall-pox: To 
the father it proved mortal, to the fon very hazardous. 
But almighty GOD, who defigned him for a great blef- 
fing to the world, delivered him then out of that, and 
afterwards out of other dangers: Of which merciful 
prefervations, he had by him his thankful ‘* Memorials,” 
the better ta excite himfelf to a due celebration of the 
divine goounets. 

His mother afterwards married one Mr. Gower of 
Nofing in Effix, by whom he was fent to {chool firit to 
Hodfden, and after that to Webersfed in Kffix. In 
which time, going to Lond: upon fome occifion, he 
bought Bellarmin’s Hebrew grammar. His mafter, having 
no {kill in that language, told him, it was not a book 
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fit for him: But he would not be difcouraged from the 
perufal of its and fetting upon it induftrioufly, he attained 
no final] skill in the A-drew tongue, before he left the 
{ehoo! ; by thefe fair blooms, giving an early affurance 
to his friends, of thote excellent fruits, which he after- 
wards brought forth. 

Flis friends, being enconraged by the pregnancy of 
hig parts, his affiduows induitry, and proficiency in learn- 
ing, fent him, in the year 1602, to Chriffs~college in 
Cambridge, where he was admitted pupil to Mr. Daniel 
Rogers, tellow of that college. When he had been there 
diree years, Mr, Rogers leaving the college, Mr. Hilliam 
dddijon became his tutor, to whofe pupils, after he was 
Yachelor of arts, he ufed to read; as afterward, when he 
‘was mafter of arts, he moderated at difputations at the 
etire of his tutor, one of the then proctors of the 
univerfity. 

The improvements, which he made in a fhort time by 
his induftry, were fo confpicuous, that they drew upon 
him the eves, not only of his own college, but of the 
whole univerfity: Which could not but be obfervable in, 
him, becaufc he wanted that felicity of utterance, which 
fers off flight parts ; and had fo great an hefitation in his 
fpeech, as rendered his expreffion painful to himfelf, and 
mot pleafing to others. “Uhis made him decline (as much 
as he might) all public difputations, and other exercifes, 
as not to be performed by him without Great difficulty : 
His labor in them (as he was wont to tell his familiars) 
being double to that of others, in regard he was to ftudy, 
fot tor matter onty, but for words; not to exprefs his. 
mind, but for words that he could utter; yea, and to 
take care to difpofe thein too, in that order, that the con- 
ftrudion might fuit with his ability. Wherein, he in 
time becume a rare exampie, how mucha difcreet obfer~ 
vation of fuch an imperfection can work towards the cure: 
of it. For, by an heedful infpeétion into the nature of 
his defeet, what words he moft ftuck at, either fingle, or 
in conjundtion, and at what times he was more or lets 
free, he attained fo grcat a maitery over that infirmity, 
tbat he was able to deliver a whole fermon without any 
confiderable hefitation, 

‘That allo of his own relation, is not here unworthy 
the remembering, that not long after his entrance into 
philofophical ftudies, he was for fome time difquieted 
with {cepticifin, that troublefome and reftlefs diteate of. 
the Pyrrtanian choot or old. For, lighting upon a book 
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Fh a neighbor-fcholar’s chamber (whether it was Sexsus 
Empivicus, ot fome other upon the fame fubje€, is not 
now remembered) he began upon the perutal of it, to 
move itrange queftions to himfelf, and even to doubt 
avhether the rc flav, the whole frame of things, as it ap- 
to us, Were any more than a mere phantafm or 
agination. ‘The improvement of this conceit (as he 
id profefs) rendered all things fo unpleafant to him, 
that his life became uncomfortable. He was then but 
young, and therefore the mote capable of being abufed by 
thofe perplexed notions, by which Pyrrho had induf- 
trioully ftudied to reprefent the habitation of truth as 
inacceffible: But, by the mercy of GOD, he quickly 
made his way out of thefe troublefome labyrinths, and 
gave an early proof, that he was defigned for profound 
contemplations, by falling fo foon upon the confideration 
of fubjeéts the moft fubtile and curious. 

By that time he had taken the degree of mafter of arts, 
Kohich was in 1610) he had made fo happy a progrels 
through all kind of academical ftudies, that it was ma~ 
nifeft ‘to all, that that title was not (as with too many it 
‘is) any falfe infeription: He was juftly fo ftyted, and was 
univerfally efteerned as one who well underitood all thofe 
arts, which make up the accomplifhment of a fcholar, 
He was an acute logician, an accurate philofopher, a 
Akilfult mathematician, an excellent anatomift (being ufu- 
ally fent for when they had any anatomy in Caius-college) 
a great philologer, a mafter of many languages, and a 
good proficient in the ftudies of hiftory and chronology ; 
af which we fhall give a more particular account in the 
following part of this fhort hiftory. 

His firft fhewing himfelf abroad, ‘was by an addrefs he 
made to that great patron and example of learning, Dr. 
Andvews (then bifhop of Ely, afterward of Winchefter) 
in a Latin tra, De SanGitate Relativa, Ge. Which, 
being written in his early days, be did not permit’ to be 
printed, having afterward given the fubftance of it, with 
improvements, in another Treatife on 1 Cor. xi. 22, 
and in his Concio ad Clerum on Lev. xix. 30. And this 
early fpecimen of ‘his theological ftudies gained the ap- 
probation of fo great a judgement as his was to whom it 
was prefented; infomuch that, fhortly after, he having 
nee of the king's favour concerning his eleGtion to 2 
fellowthip, that worthy bifhop ftood his firm friend, and 
not only maintained’ his right then, but afterward 
detired him for his houfhold-chaplain : Which place, not- 
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withftanding, he civilly refufed, as valuing the liberty of 
his Rudies above any hopes of preferment, and efteeming 
that freedom which he enjoyed in his cell (as he ufed 
chearfully to term it) as the haven of all his wifhes. 

And indeed, thefe thoughts had poffeffed him betimes. 
For, when he was a fchool-boy, being fent by his uncle, 
Mr. Richard Mede, a. merchant, who being at that time 
without children, offered to adopt him for his fon, if he 
would live with him ; he accepted not the protir, but 
fhewed early, that no worldly amufement was fiuflici- 
ent to entice him from his ftudies. He chofe the more 
{olicary way of knowledge, rather than the fo-much bea 
ten and frequented way of wealth; and made as much 
hake in his ftudy to become a more than ordinary 
knowing and learned man, as others abroad in the world 
do to be rich even to abundance. 

Wherefore, divine providence being favorable to his 
defign, that he might have a fair opportunity to perfect 
his own accompliihments, and be the better enabled to 
promote the good of others, and eminently approve hini- 
delf the fervant of Chi? he was chofen fellow of 





























Chey cesilege, and to the service of Chrif, his graci- 
ous’ Matter, he ferioutly devoted his bet ftudies and 





endeavors. “Uhe fellowhhip, into which he was elected, 
was that of Ky Fdward’s foundation, and therein he 
was fucceflor ta Me. Hugh Broughton, and Mr. Dilling- 
kam, both of them famous for 5 rate learning, This 
Wace was fupernumerary to the initirution of the foun- 
drefs, the Jady Afergaret: A_fociety of divines fhe in- 
tended it, and, by a maiter and twelve fellows, alluded to 
Chri. and his college of apoftles. Which conceit (as 
fume thought) was intentionally fpoiled by the additic 
of that fupernumerary feliowfhip, bur, however, ga 
eecation of an ill-placed jeft againt Mr. Mede at hig 
cleGtion 5 one oppofite to his admiffion venting this picce 
of wit, without either civility or judgement, ‘We are 
« twelve of the foundation, and there (faid he, pointing to 
*-Mr, Afede) fits the odd fellow” Which conceit could 
have no true fenfe as touching the quality and charadler 
of Mr. Afds, ante by odd had been ineant fingular, 
and that for piety and learning; which eminencies could 
not make him lefs eligible according to the ftarute. 
Tt is very little to the credit of his college, that fuch 
a man fhould need all the patronage of bihop Andrews 
to enfure his eleGion: And it isa melancholy proof of 
the narrow intolerant fpirit of arm’ ifm (that coufin 
german, 
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erman of popery) which 4egan about that time to appear 
= court ahd ol tik that it could reject fo ou and 
profound a fcholar as Mr. Mede, only becaufe it was fup- 
pofed, ‘he looked too much towards Gureva;” or, m 
other words, was too rigid a church of Exglund-man, in 
maintaining the moft important do@trines of her articles 
and homilies. : 

Being thus chofen fellow of the coliege, he was not 
Jong after made reader of the Greek lecture of Sir Waiter 
Mildmay’s foundation, and beld it all his life-time : Which 
yendered that tongue, as alfo feveral others, very fami- 
liar to him, For bis conftant reading Homer, did not 
only make him perfe in that author; but he being a 
diligent collater of the Greek with the Hebrew, Chaidee 
and Syriac, acquainted himfelf familiarly with the id 
coms of al) thofe Jangeages at once. He had, befides, 
made a collection of fuch Greek, Latin and Englifb words, 
as he had obferyed to have a near fenfe and like found 
with the Hebrew. By which means, as he made the 
Janguage more familiar to him, fo he confulted the pica- 
ture and advantage of his friends; being from this ftore 
furnifhed with what might render his converfe more 
acceptable to them, in whofe contentment he had a true 
fatistaction. 

He preferved his knowledge in academical learning, by 
the private lectures which he read to his pupils, to whom 
he was an able and faithful guide. For, being a fellow 
of a college, he efteemed it a part of his duty, to further 
the education of young fcholars; which made him un- 
dertake the carefal charge of a tutor : And this he mana- 
ged with great prudence, and equal diligence. After he 
had, by daily Ieures, well grounded his pupils in hu- 
manity, logic, and philofophy, and by frequent converfe 
underftood to what particular ftudies their parts might be 
moft profitably applied, he gave them his advice accord- 
ingly: And when they were able to go alone, he chofe 
tather to fet every one his daily tafk, than conftantly to 
confine himfelf and them to preciie hours for leétures. 
dn the evening, they all cameto his chamber to fatisfy 
him, that they had performed the tafk he had fet them, 
The firft quettion, which he ufed to propound to every 
one in his order, was, Quid dubitas ? What doubts have 
you met with in your fudies to (For he tnppofed, 
that to doubt nothing, and to u and nothing, were 
much alike.) Their doubts by ropound-’, he refol- 
ved their guercs, and fo fet them upon clu ground, 
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to proceed more diftin@ty. And then, having by prayer, 
‘commended them and their ftudies to GOD's protection 
and bleffing, he difmiffed them to their lodgings. Thus 
carefully did he difcharge the truft of a tutor; though he 
well knew, and was ufed to fay, “ That the office of 
** training-up young fcholars in the univerfity, proved 
*¢ oftentimes but a thanklefs bufinefs.” In fhort, he was 
not for a fott and eafy, felf-pleafing, courfe of life; but 
was moft willing to ipend himfelf in a laborious endea- 
vouring the beft improvement (not of himfelf only, but) 
of others, thofe efpecially committed to his care. 

He fo entirely devoted himfelf to the ftudy of all excel- 
Tent knowledge, that he made even the time, which he 
{pent in his recreation, ferviceable to his deGign. He 
allowed himfelf little or no exercife bot walking: And 
oftentimes, when he and others were walking in the fields, 
or in the college-garden, he would take occafion to fpeak 
of the beauty, fignatures, ufeful virtues, and properties of 
the plants then in view. For he was a curious florift, an 
accurate herbalift, thoroughly verfed in the book 
mature; not unfeen in any kind of ingenuous knowledge, 
fach efpecially as were both for delight and ufe. The 
chief delight which he took in company was, to dif- 
courfe with learned freinds ; particularly, be feveral years 
he fet apart fome of his hours to fpend them in the con- 
verfation of his worthy friend Mr. William Chapple (af- 
terward provoit of Zrinity-college near Dublin iv Ireland, 
and bifhop of Cork and Rifi) who was juftly efteemed 
a rich magazine of rational learning, and who again did 
as highly value the intereft he had in Mr. Mede, and the 
fingelar advantage of his converfe. 

Tu his retirement te his private ftudies, he employed 
himfelf principally in a curious inquiry into the moft 
abftrufe parts of learning, and endeavored for the know- 
Jedge of thole things, which were more remote from 
the vulgar track, 

‘Among other things, he fpent no fmall pains (in his 
younger years) in founding the depths of aftrology, and 
much paper he blotted in calculating the nativities of his 
near relations and fellow-ftudents. That which he 
thought himfelf to bave found, by all his fearch, was 
only this, ‘¢ That the celeftial luminaries, having an 
«© unqutftionable influence upon all fublunary bodies, in 
«« the like pofition of the heavens, may reafonably be 
*€ thonght to have a fimilitude in their operation, and 
‘ hereby tocaufe a fympathy in things produced ander 
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like conftellations, and an antipathy under different. 
But this not extending farther than a natural inclina- 
tion, and being in en alterable by cuftom, education, 
and infinite ex impediments, he judged it not 
(without eme vanity) to be prefumed upon as 
any infallibie ground of prediction of future actions 5 
efpecially in tach things whereia men, acting out of 
chotce, run counter many times to their natural 
inclinations.” 

But, leaving the purfuir of aftrology, he applied him- 
felf to the more ufeful ftudy of hiftory and antiquities, 
particularly to a curious inquiry into thofe m iteitous 
fciences, which made the antient Chaldeans, By ryptians, 
and other nations fo famous; tracing them, as far as he 
could have any light to guide him, in their oriental 
{chemes and figurative expreffions, as likewife in their 
hieroglyphics ; not forgetting to inquire alfo into the 
oneirocritics af the antients. Which he did the rather, 
becaufe of that affinity he conceived they might have 
with the language of the rophets, to the underftanding 
of whom he thewed a moft ardent defire, His humanity- 
fiudies, and mathematical labors, were but initial things, 
which he made attendants to the myfteries of divinity = 
And though they were preparatives, as he could ufe 
them, yet they were but at a diftance off, and morg 
remote to his aim; for he had more work to do, before 
he could be mafter of his defign. A  well-furnifhed 
drvine is compounded of more ingredients than one. For 
hiftories of all forts, but thofe efpecially which concern 
the church of GOD, muit be ftudied and well known; 
‘And therefore he made his way by the knowledge of all 
hiftories, general, national, antient and modern, facred. 
and fecular. He was a curious and Jaborious fearcher of 
antiquities relating to religion, Heathen, Fewifb, Chriftian 
and M@abometan ; The fruits of which ftudious diligence 
appear vifibly in feveral of thofe excellent ‘T'reatifes, 
which have pafled the prefs. 

To hiftories he added thofe neceffury attendants, 
which, to the knowledge of the more difficult {criprures, 
muft never be wanting, viz. ‘* An accurate underitand-, 
* ing of the ichnography of the tabernacle and temple, 
* the order of the fervice of GOD therein performed, 
** as alfo the city of Feru/alem, together, with an exact 
topography of the “Holy Land; befides other guilt 
* antiquities, feriprure-chronology, and the exact cal~ 
‘fF culation of times, fo far efpecially, as made for the 
“© folving. 
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¢¢ folving or clearing of thofe difficulties and obfcure 
“© paffages that occur in the hiftortcal part of fcriprure, 
is which the vulgar chronologers have perplexed, and 
«© the beft not fully freed from fcruple.” And how 
great his abilities were for the fucred chronology, may 
appear (to omit other proofs) trom that claute in a letter 
of the learned Uber, then archbithop of Armagh, to him; 
« [have entered upon the determination of the contro- 
© verfies which concern the chronology of the facred 
© Scripture, wherein I fhall in many places need your 
© help.’ 

By the fruit of thefe fludies, particularly by his happy 
fabors upon the Apocalypfe and_prophetical feriprores, 
what honor our Author purchafed abroad (befides what 
he gained at home) among men ftudious in this way, and 
therefore capable of judging, is evident by the ‘many 
letters fent him from learned men in feveral parts, ex- 
preffing their own und others high efteem of his writings: 

nfomuch, that thofe who have never feen him, gave 
him this high elogy, ‘ That for explaining of {cripture- 
© difficulties, he was to be reckoned among the beit in 
the world.” Which was agreeable to what the learned 
Mr. Alfep Spake of him in his funeral commemoration 
hefore the univerfity, ¢ That if he had been encouraged 
to write npon the morse difficult places of holy writ, 
and that GOD, in mercy to the world, had been pleafed 
to lengthen out his days, affiredly he would have out- 
gone any author then extant, and probably would have 
given light to fome hard places of {cripture, which 
now remain in the dark, and unexplained till the laft day 

of judgement.’ 
As thefe various and ufeful accomplifhments made his 
company very defirable to fcholars; fo the goodnefs of 
his Gipofition made him equally communicative, and 
free to impart his knowledge to thofe who came to him, 
either out of the fame univerfity, or from abroad. Te 
thefe he ufed to impart bimfelf with that willingnefs, 
that it feemed queRionable, who had the greater de- 
fre, they to hear, or de to communicate his fundies to 
them: Which made a familiar friend of his once merrily 
fey to one that, having been partaker of his difcourfe, 
gave him thanks, ‘that he might fpare his thanks; for 
* that they were not io much beholden to him for deli- 
ng himfelf to them, as he was to them for hearing 
mn. kor this great advantage he made himlelf of the 
wed to others, that, by the comnmu- 
nication, 
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‘nication of his notions to his friends, they became fo 
fixed in his memory, that he was afterward able readily to 
deliver them in a well-formed difcourfe, and was wont, 
as often as he had occafion to exprefs himielf in public 
{elpecially in thofe <ollege-exercifes which they call 
common-places) to make ufe of the forementioned dif- 
courtes, which, with a little labor, he could put into an 
apt form, Some of which are thofe excellent Diatribe, 
which, with the reft of his works, are publifhed for the 
common benefit of the church ; which, though but few 
in comparifon of that great ftore wherewith fo rich 2 
magazine was furnifhed ; yet even in thofe few, he bath 
difcovered more rare pieces of recondite learning, than 
are to be found in fome vaft volumes of many much 
admired authors. 

Concerning which Diatriba, this is fit to be advertifed, 
that though there are in fome of them feveral things of 
a ftrain that tranfcends the capacities of common readers; 
yet it would be a great miftake, for that reafon, to fuf- 
pect this worthy perfon as guilty of oftentation or affected- 
nefs. For as ‘they were academical exercifes, and not 
fitted for a vulgar audience; fo he himfelf was of all 
Erowing men the greateft hater of that vanity. He 
always difapproved the unneceflary quotations of authors, 
and the ufe of foreign languages and terms of art, in 
popular fermons; and, in exprefling his diflike of {uch prac- 
tices, would fometimes fay, ‘¢ that they favored of as 
*¢ much inconfideratenefs, as if fhoemakers fhould briny 
“© fhoes to be drawn on with their lafts in them: 
Judging it a fcarce pardonable folly for men, going about 
the infruation of the ignorant, to propound things in 
fuch terms as themfelves underftood not, till they had 
fpent many years at the fchool or univerfity ; and which, 
‘how fignificant foever in themfelves, and to the learned, 
yet were but as fo many {tumbling blocks to common 
auditors, or at beft but as ftiles, which though fome 
might probably Jeap over, yet they interrupted the pro- 
grefs of their attention. 

Nay, to give this excellent perfon his juft right, he 
swas fo far from the vanity of oftentation, that it is hard 
to fay, whether he was more eminent for his rare know- 
Jedge, or for his fingular humility and modefty in valuing 
his ‘own abilities ; infomuch, as he could not, without 
trouble, hear of that great opinion and efteem which 
fome (defervedly enough) had conceived of his great 
Jearning : He owning only fome difigence, freedom trom 
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prejudice and fiudium partium, as his beft abilities; as 
himfelf hath excellently exprefled in a letter of his to 
his friend Mr. Hartlib, To which may be added, that 
having received fome notices of the great value which 
fome learned men both at home, ant in a foreign uni- 
verfity, pat upon his apocalyptic labors, he made only 
this modeft return to a friend, who, perhaps, thought 
he might highly pleafe him with that news, “ that he 
* {aw no great caufe, for all that, why he fhould think 
*¢ much better of himfelf; adding withall, that he had 
« frequently obferved it to be the hap of many a book, 
*¢ that had Tittle or no worth in it, to find applaufe in the 
« world, when, in the mean while, a well-deferving hook 
&€ js fearce taken notice of.” So far was this good man 
from all proud felf-reflections, from glorying in his 
wifdom and ftrength of parts, or in any performance of 
his own. 

Yo omit many other initances of his humility (for his 
Tife was full of them) we fhall add the little detire which 
he had to academical honors, or to great preferments and 
worldly advantages. For the former, this may not 
unfitly be here remembered, that he was ftudiouil 
regardlefs of academical degrees, as heing unwilling to 
make any great noife and report in the world : And, but 
that he was overpowered to do it by the then mafter of 
the college, he had never fo far proceeded as to have 
heen bachelor in divinity, which he became in the year 
1618, A mafter of arts he was, anda great mafler too, 
before he was called ; but more than fo to be, he affected 
not. An argument, that that grace was eminent in him, 
wherein others moft commonly are too fhort and defe@ive, 
And for the Jatter, how far he was from any ambitious 
and eager purfuing the advantages and great things of this 
‘world, appeared by his refufing an offer made him: by his 
suncle, and another by the then bithop of Evy (w 
intimated before); fo likewife by his modett di 
the provollihip of Trinity-college near Dublin in. ireland, 
to which he was eleGted upon the recommendation of 
another great prelate, U/her, then archbifhop of Armagh, 
and by his unwillingnets the fecond time to accept of it, 
when he was in danger to be put into that preterment. 
‘The Leight of his ambition was, only to have had fome 
{mall donative fine curd made additional to his fellowship, 
er, to have been placed in fome collegiate church or 
raral college : Some. fuch place of quiet retirement from 
the noife and tumults of the world, with a competency 
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moderated hy Agur’s with (neither poverty nor riches) 
was the top and utmoft of his defires. And yet, when 
he fpake thus, he would add, “ not that be fhould be 
“t-refttefs, or difcontented, till he could obtain fome 
*© fuch thing ; but to thew what kind of lite he did 
6s affe€, and in how low an orb of this world’s prefer= 
« ments he would have been content to be plated.” 
This tenfe of his mind is clearly expreffed by himfelf in 
a letter of his toa worthy friend (weitten upon occafion 
of certain ungrounded conjeétures made by fome, upon 
his being by the then archbithop of Cantcréury admitted 
into the number of his chaplains) in which he. affinns, 
«¢ That he lived, till the peft of his time was fpent, in 
© tranquillity and retivement: And now, that there is 
< but a little left, fhould I (faith he)’ be fo unwife 
<¢ ({uppofe there were nething: lefs) as to enter now into 
¢ a tumultuous life, where I fhould not have time to 
«¢ think my own thoughts, and muft of neceflity dif 
$* pleafe others or my Thote who think fo, know 
«© not my difpofition in this kind to be as averfe, as 
‘© fome perhaps would he ambitions.” 

This inward fenfe of his foul (which was his moit 
deliberate choice) did not arife from any melancholy, or 
four difcontent upon fomre great difappointinent (for he, 
that had no great ambitions, could have no great difap~ 
pointments) nor did it fpring out of a fond and over-dear 
affection to priyacy, or from an unfitnefs for bufinefs, 
and converfe with the world (the property of fome who 
are ftiled mere fcholars) : For his collegues, and others; 
who had the happinefs to be acquainted with him, knew 
hin to be a perfon of fingu!ar prudence, and admirable 
abilities, both for giving pertir directions and advice 
in any important cafe as a friend, and for managing of 
college affairs as a fellow, and for difcharge of his par= 
ticular truft as tutor, He was wont, indeed, to call his 
ftudy his cell.; but not as if he meant (according to the 
Jazy and ufelefs monaflic way of life) to immuse and fhut 
up himfelf there from converfe with others. He was 
far from affecting {uch an unprofitable, inaétive folitude : 
For none was more free and open for converfe, efpecially 
with ingenvons and inquiring {cholars. Let who would 
repair to him, provided they were not captious and 
impertinent, he would give them their fill of difcourfe, 
and enlarge to ample fatistaction ; yea, he would farther 
take the pains, if fo much were defired, to give his full 
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mind in writing; even himfelf would do it without the 
Kelp of an amanuenfis. 

‘There is one thing more to this purpofe, which here offers. 
itfelf to be confidered, that though our Author loved a re- 
tired ftudious life, yet his thoughts were not fhut up within 
his cell; but his foul covered the whole earth (to borrow 
that expreffion of Siracides concerning Selomon); his heart 
was as large and wide as the univerfe. He fo lived, and 
was affected, as became a citizen of the world: More 
afpecially, as became a chriftian and a member of the 
eatholic church, his thoughts and cares were particularly 
concerned in the affairs of chriftendom. And accord- 
ingly, for the gaining of foreign. intelligence (befides his 
Yetters. from fome knowing friends, with whom he kept 
correfpondence) he was not unwilling to expend yearly 
fomething out of his finall incomes: And when he fenr 
to fuch as were at charge to furnifh him (weekly for the 
foot part) with intelligence, he ufedin his letters to. 
them to ¢all it his tribute (that was his word, implying 
his ingenuity, and withall his refpeét; not wages, or any 
the like word of a mercenary or fervile fignification): And. 
to one of them, he was pleafed once pleafantly to fay, 
*¢ Tam neither dean nor bifhop; but thus much I am 
* willing to fet apart, to know how the world goes: 
‘ Adding, that if it were with him, as it is with tome 
© (whofe incomes were greater, and who wanted neither 
*€ riches nor honor, but a good heart, and the power to 
t* do good with them in the world) he fhould do a great 
“ deat more than he did ;” as numbering the affairs of 
chriftendom amongft bis beft concernments, and the gain- 
ing a more particular acquaintance therewith (by helping to. 
maintain correfpondencies among learned and wile men 
in diftant countries) amongft the beit ufes he could make: 
of chat eftate which GOD had given him. 

But that which added no fmall luftre to our Author’s 
eharacter, was, his prudent moderation in the declaration. 
x defence of his private opinions. He was never for- 
ward in any company to catch at hints of difcourfe, or to 
take any other occafion to reveal his particular judge~ 
ment: 8, far was he from the temper of thofe men, who, 
being puffed-up (it may be) with a fmall knowledge, 
account it nothing to know, unlefs others know that 
they do; who muft talk or burft ; not fo much for benefit 
to others, as to difperfe and publifh their own praife. 
#le knew there was a time to fpeak, and a time to keep 
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filence; and he knew how to do both. ¢ There is that 
* keepeth filence (faith Siracides) knowing his time? So 
did he, It was a frequent proverbial faying of our Au- 
thor’s, “he that cannot hold his tongue, can hold 
« nothing ;” and he praGtifed accordingly. Not that 
he was a niggard of his notions, or backward to impart 
to others, what himfelf knew (for he was moft commu- 
nicative, both of his notes and notions) but he pru- 
dently confidered the charaéter of the perfons then in 
prefence, and the temper of the times: Nor did he 
negle& to follow that other maxim of the fon of Sirach, 
in a more improved fenfe, ‘ Shew not forth wifdom out 
© of time.’ He was always more modeft and fober than 
to proftitute his thoughts to unworthy perfons ; which 
were to caf? pearls be fore fuine : But if any were ferioully 
defirous to be informed, and feemed out of no iil defign 
to afk his opinion, to fuch he was not unwilling to 
communicate his inward fentiments privately, Other- 
wile, ous Author was well content, and fatisfied without. 
even thefe private communications, not caring to ienpart 
any of his peculiar notions, but (as he would fay) 
«where he found fome appetite ;” nor would he offer 
them, and try whether they had a ftomach, but they 
themfelyes muft difcaver it ; much lefs would he go about 
(as he faid) to cram them. So far was he from being 
obtrufive unto any, that even fome of familiar acquaint~ 
ance with him (he profeffed) knew as little of his notions, 
as any ftranger whatfaever. 

Nor did his modefty and good temper lefs appear ix 
the defence of his private opinions : For he would not be 
offended with others who were not of his mind, nor 
eagerly contend with thofe who differed from him, 
having refolved never to abandon Love, in the prote- 
cution of Truth. “I never found myfelf prone to 
‘¢ change my hearty affections to any one fer mere 
«« difference in opinion,” was a worthy return of his ta 
‘ene, who oppoted him with more leat than needed. And 
therefore, only as occafion required, having fairly pro- 
pounded his judgement, and the reafons of it, he inge- 
nuoufly left every man to judge for himfelf, without 
exprefhng the leait ambitious zeal to win others to his 
opinion, To this purpofe, he expreffed himfelf to # 
tenacious perfon he had once to deal with, one that would 
be always replying, having found out fome thift or other 
that muft go for an anfwer ; “ It is fufficient (faid he) 
«* for-a man to propound his opinion with the ftronge: 
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© evidence and arguments that he can, and fo leave it + 
*¢ “Pruth will be juttified of her children.” He obferved 
alfo, that, in moft points of controverfy, men’s paffions 
are vehemently engaged, and the difputants generally 
argue according to their intereits ; And therefore, when 
he faw men impetuous in the affertion of their opinions, 
and peremptory in the rejeétion of other men’s judge- 
anents, he commonly anfwered fuch only with filuce 3 
not caring to entertain difcourfe with them, who, inttead 
of a foher and modeft inquiry into truth, were addided 
toa difingenuous way of difputing ; that was bis term, 
which in his fenfe fignified, to be always refolved for the 
faft word; for after he difcovered any to be fuch, he 
would give them full leave to have the laft word, either 
in fpeaking, or writing, becaufe he would fpeak, or write 
no more, whatever he thought. 

But belides his prucent moderation, there was alfo to 
be obferved in him that, which by the epigrammatift is 
made 0.7 main ingredient of an‘happy life, a prudent 
funplicity, a mixture of what our four Chriff com= 
mends as imituble in the wife {erpent and ia the harmlefs 
dove. He was not fo imprudent, as always to utter his 
mind, or hefore any company to reveal what new notion 
or unvulgar truth he had difcoyered: But he was always 
fo generoull honeft, fo open and fingle-hearted, as not 
to {peak ‘wickedly for GOD, or talk deceitfully for him; 
nor would he apply himfelf to any unwarrantable policies 
for the promoting or commending of truth to other 
Such little crafts, and undue practices, were below the 
noblenefs.and integrity of his {pirit. ‘To this purpote, 
we may fitly take occafien here to remember a ferious 
and excellent paffage of his : <¢ I cannot believe that truth 
«can be prejudiced by the difcovery of truth; but I 
< fear, that the maintenance thereof by failacy or falf- 
“ hood may not end with a bleffing.” 

We might alfo briefly obferve another iuttance of his 
prudence ; and that was as to the choice of the fittefl and 
inott feafonable time for communicating truth to others, 
‘And indeed, this was a point of prudence, which he 
would advife fhould be moft carefully confidered, as beings 
in his efteem, half the work : Otherwife fome ufeful noti- 
ons might, becaufe they were uncommon, be rafhly con- 
demned, before they were well confidered and underitood ; 
And there are none more ready to condemn, than the 
half-learned and half-witted (which are not the lefs nv- 
merous nor the Iels confident fore of men) why tleer 
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not (as he obferved) by reafon, but by another compas, 
wiz. faGtion, or intereft, or affection, isc. 

And now having advanced thus far in the defcription of 
his attainments, we may not filently or flightly pais 
over his charity, 2 grace that was very eminent and con- 
fpicuous in him; and of this (not to infft upon the 
many particulars of it that might be given) we fhall feleét 
only two general’ inftances, wherein he expreifed his 
charity towards men. And they were, 1. His careful 
concealing or leffening of others failings and imperfections. 
2, Hisreheving the neceffitous. é 

He was fo exact in the firft inftance, that he would 
fpeak evil of no man; much lefs would he watch for 
their halting, as one that rejoiced in iniquity. Nay, at 
fach a diftance he was from that evil, but epidemicai, 
humour, that he chofe rather to {peak well of thofe, 
in whom he had only hope for a ground of commendation: 
Nor did he only conceal and cover the faults of othe 
even of his enemies ; but he ‘would alfo avoid # 
gompany of fuch as he had obferved to pleafe themfelves, 
or thought to tickle ill-minded perfons, in paffing un- 
worthy cenfures upon other men. And thus fometimes 
by filence, fometimes by rebuke, and (when it was 
convenient) by withdrawing from the place and company, 
he declared he would have no fhare in the fin of thofe 
who endeavored to fhew their uncharitable wit, in either 
difparaging the parts or vilifying the performances of 
others. Rs for himfelf, when his own name was con- 
cerned, he was fignally patient ; he knew how to bear 
perfonal difrefpeéts with an untroubled fpirit, nobly and 
meekly ; and thus (according to that of Siracides) he glo- 
rified his foul in meeknefs. 

As he was thus chriftianly careful to conceal or leffen 
the failings and imperfections of others; fo he was no 
lefs diligent to exprefs his chari relieving thofe wants 
which could not be concealed. For as to his temper, 
the was inwardly fympathizing and affeéted with the 
tendereft compaffions towards. others in their ftrairs 
and difficulties, as feeling in himfelf their griefs, and 
refenting their calainities and hardihips as his own. And 
agreeable to this temper was his praGtice: For, as he- 
came him that was {> chriftianly afe@ed, he forgat not 
to do good and to communicate epon atl juft occafions. 
And he was more exactly careful to obferve all the due 
feafons and objects of beneficence, becaufe he looked 
upon charity and almfgiving net as an arbitrary things 
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left to mens choice or difcretion to be done or omitted, 
but_as a neceflary and indifpenfable duty, 

‘Nor would he be difcouraged and taken off from fuch 
acts of merciful beneficence by the unworthy returns he 
fometimes met with from fome difobliging perfons, 
Other charities feemed to him but low and eafy and 
‘common, fuch as even publicans and finners (thofe of the 
wort note in the world) do perform, who love thofe that 
tove them, and do ge to thofe who do good to them. 
But the charity whichis extended to all, even to enemies, 
to thofe who are contrary to us either in judgement or 
affection, is the more noble, god-like, extraordinary = 
And fueh was our Author’s ; for were men of different 
perfuafions from him, and at as great diftance from one 
another as from Rome to Gencva or Amflerdam, Se. yet 
even all thefe might more or Jefs upon occafion be influ- 
enced upon by his charity. 

As his charity was thus largely extenfive and univerfal, 
fo it was Jikewife accompanied with the greateft chear- 
fulnefs, He fo shewed soerey as one that indeed loved 
mercy, and by giving cheartully, he made it appear, thar 
he well remembered that of the apoftle, God foveth the 
cheavful giver. He fo gave, as one poffeffed with the 

rand importance of that noble maxim of our Saviour, 
5 is more leffed ta give than to receive. He gave with a 
chearful heart, and with a chearful eye, as if he fenfibly 
and feelingly knew the delicioufnefs of that inward joy 
and fatisfaetion, which arife from the confcience of domg 
good, fo as to refeue others by a feafonable charity from 
dorrow and mifery, 

And therefore our Author, leaving the men of the 
world, fuch as do only relith and mind earthly things, 
to their penurious {cantlings, their ow and weak degrees 
of charity, beyond which their niggardnefs will not fuffer 
them to move} and leaving alfo the more common, and 
ordinary meafure and proportions of beneficence, wherein 
the better fort think to quit themfelves like chriftians, and 
tome off fairly and credically 3, he chofe the more excel- 
Jent way, and (to the glory of GOD and the honor of the 
Author's memory be it remembered) he devoted unto 
GOD, and fet apart the teuth of his yearly incomes, for 
charitable and pious ufes. To this his vowing unto 
GOD fo large 2 free-will-offering, not any vain-glorious 
humour, but the love of Cérif# conftrained him, and a 
teep fenfe of gratitude to alemighty GOD for his many 
amdsandeferved favers. Nay, fo far was he from that 
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poor defign of gaining hereby a thin reward of airy 
applaufe trom the world, that he ftudied as much to keep 
it fecret, as the pharifaic hypocrites contrived to do their 
alms with noife and all the pomp and obfervation 
imaginable, 

There were not a few that wondered at his diffofive 
charity, confidering his incomes were not great: For he 
had nothing but what his place in the college afforded, 
no dignity or advantageous preferment abroad. But their 
wonder might have been leflened, had they either ferioufly 
confidered the promifes of plenty and outward bleffings in 
this life made by GOD peculiarly to this grace of cha~ 
rity ; or had they known how great a fum the prudent 
charitable man is able to lay up for the poor by a frogal 
management of a little ftock. But our Author knew it 
well by experience, which is the mother of wifdom, the 
furefi way of knowing for ourfelves and convincing 
others, And 

This his honeft thrift and frugality were the more able 
to adminifter to his charity, becaufe it was accompanied 
with a conftant temperance. His feeding for the moft 
part was rather to fuffice nature, than to allow any 
pleafure to his appetite; which, being ufually good, 
fometimes (though wey. feldom) he would gratify with 
making a larger meal; but his ordinary was his college- 
commons (to which no man was more conftant) with the 
fmaller fort of beer (the wine which he drank at the 
communion, being ufually more than he drank all the 

ear befides) which made him merrily tell them, who 
obferved the thriving of his body (which in his latter days 
was very apparent) that they might fee what college- 
commons could do. Another of his pleafant obfervations 
was upon thofe fellow-commoners, who came to the 
univerfity, only to fee it, or to be feen in it: Thefe he 
called ‘ the univerfity tulips,” who made a gaudy fhew 
and foon difappeared, 

And now having fpoken of his charity, or love towards 
men, it aptly falls into this place, that we fhould obferve 
fomething of his love towards GOD: Wherein yet we 
need not be fo large as in the former inftances; for what 
we have already obferved of his chara¢ter-doth abundantly 
Prove it, His mecknefs, patience, chriftian prudence, 
and moderation, and thofe two bright graces of the 
greateft magnitude, his humility and charity, are preg~ 
nant evidences, and real demonftrations of the love of 
GOD dwelling in him, Where thefe fruits of the spirit 
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grow and flourifh, it is a fare fign that fuch a chriftian is 
rooted in love. To be meek and patient, humble and 
lowly in fpirit, to have an heart full of charity, and 
melted into all compaffionate endeavors for the good of 
others, even of enemies; thefe are higher and harder 
things, than to talk of religion, or to fay, Lord, Lord; 
to fhew much love with the mouth, or to abound with 
the external obfervances of religion; for fo did the Pha~ 
rifecs, who therefore by their ontward {pecious profeffion 
gained a great reputation of fanétity trom the world; 
but yet of them our Saviour pronounceth freely and 
fmarily, I know yout, that ye have not the love of GOD in 
yew. In brief, he teftified his love to GOD in that which 
3s the moft eminent and genuine expreffion of it, viz. an 
entire, fincere, uniform and conftant obedience to his 
commandments; for, this is the love of GOD, that we 
keep his commandments: Or (according to thofe two main 
charatteriftics of the pure and undefiled religion) in un- 
fpottednefs from the world, and charity to the poor 
and defolate. 

As to his perfon; his body was of a comely propor- 
tion, rather of a tall than low ftature. In his younger 
ee (as he would fay) he was but flender and ‘fpare of 

ody ; but afferwards, when he was full grown, he be- 
caine more fat and portly, yet not to any fuch excefs as 
diminiflied, but rather encreafed, the goodlinefs of his 
presence to a comely decorum. His eye was full, quick, 
and fparkling. His whole countenance was compofed to 
a ftedute ferioufnefs and gravity : Alajeflas & Amar were 
well met here; an awful majefly, but, withall, an inviting 
fweetnefs, His behavior was friendly and affable, in- 
termixed with a becoming chvartujnefs and inoffenfive 
pleafantry. His complexion was a little fwarthy, as if 
fomewhat overtinétured with melancholy; which yer 
rather feemed to ferve the defign of his fludious mind, 
than to clog it with thofe infirmities which commonly 
attend the predominancy of that humor, And as for the 
whole conftitution and temperament of his body, it 
could not but he obfe:ved, tht his vitals were ftrong; and 
yet it was noted of him, that there was an afymmetry 
and dilproportion in the fubfervient faculties, as not all 
duly perferming their particular offices in fo exaét time 
and meafure as ordinary ; and yet nature was fo faithful 
in her compenfations, that there were no fuch irrezu- 
Jarities in her economy as made him fall fhort of coe 
chief 
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chief defire of all wife men, the having mentem fanam in 
corpore fano, © a found mind in a found body.’ 

He was patient of cold, and well able to go through a 
winter without much fire: So that his rule was, for 
feveral years together, to have no fire made in his chamber 
before All-faints day ; and then after that, but’ fome times, 
now and then (and not conftantly) as the weather did 
require. But that year in which he died he found an 
alteration, being fomewhat chill and indifpofed a month 
or two before; fo that he was forced to alter his cuftom, 
and could not ftay for a fire till November, becaufe he 
found himfelf indifpofed and not perfeétly well. His 
expectation was in the interim, that nature by tome way 
or other would have relieved herfelf; which encouraged 
him to go on in his attending upon thofe offices which 
were performable in his place, and the rather, becaufe 
his aguifh indifpofition was not conitant. 

Upon the 2gth of September, 1638, the diy of the 
weekly accounts when the manciple after dinner was to 
give up the particulars of all the expences of the whole 
college that weck to the mafter and fellows then prefent 
(amongit whom Mr, Afede never failed to he one, unlefs 
detained by fome extraordinary occafion) he appeared in. 
the hall at dinner-time as ufual. But before all was 
ended, he was forced to rife up and haften to his chamber, 
being fick and ill at eafe. hither when he was come, 
and fet down in his chair, he piefencly fainted away, and 
funk down upon the hearth ; and the pofture that he: was 
found lying in, was not without fome danger to one of 
his legs from the fire, 

A mater of arts of that college, a friend to Mr, 
Mede, and who honored him very much, came upon a 
particular occafion to his chamber (fo the good provi- 
dence of GOD did order it) who feeing him lie in that 
pofture, at which he was furprized with no little afto-~ 
nifhment, put too all his ftrength to recover him to his 
feat ; and that he did indeed, but with very much ado, 
Being a little come to himfelf, he complained he was ill, 
And ill it proved to him (or rather for the furviving) 
that it happened to be fo.at a time when the beft noted 
phyficians were from home ; the univerity being then the 
more thin, by reafon of the plague which had -been in 
Cambridge that fammer. An apothecary being fent for, 
he went to Dr. N. an anticat, learned and judicious 
phyfician, but lefs fit for practice, being gouty and hed- 
nid. He prefcribed a clySer to be prefently sdminiftered 
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him. But the apothecary, unacquainted with the ftate 
of bis body (not having that fpecial regard to the ten- 
dernefs of thofe parts, which, had he been acquainted 
with things before, he fhould reafonably have had) did 
fo irritate the bemorrbeid veins, that they welled up 
immediately ; and fo angry they grew, that they fhut up 
the paffage. " And now this good man began to be in 
extremity of pain; for the clyfter working inwardly 
(becaufe no paflage downward was to be Found) tor- 
mented him exceedingly, But the next day, being 
Sunday, and the laft of September, the adventurous apo- 
thecary (whether with the aforefaid dotter’s advice or 
not, it could not be clearly refolved, adventured upon a 
farther experiment, and 2) gave him a ftrong purge; 
imagining (its likely) that this would force all downward, 
But, contrary to that fancy, it wrought fill but within, 
and fo procured more torment and ficknefs to the’ dif- 
treffed patient. All that day he continued very ill and 
out of order, worfe and worfe fill, as it was eafy to 
obferve. But by thofe that were eye-witneffes of his 
pain and great affliction, it was ealy to obferve his 
chriftian patience at this time. 

We may eafily conceive the exquifitenefs of the pain 
he endured, by reafon of the phyfic tearing him within ; 
but fome then prefent have profefled, that they could 
not but admire his incomparable patience under this fore 
trial ; and that he lay under the extremity of his diftem- 
per with fo much meekuefs and quiet fubmiffion to the 
hand of GOD, that they never knew the like. 

‘Thus had Patience her perfect work in him ; and as he 
poffeffed his vetlel (his body) in fandtification and honor, 
having lived a life of chaftity and purity ; fo he likewife 
poffefied his foul in patience, while he poffeffed it in this 
earthen and brittle veel of the body ; and hereby gave 
an illuftrious proof, that he had learned that great leffon 
of felf-denial and reigning up himfelf to the will of his 
heavenly Father. It was, in the time of his health, his 
meat and drink to do his will; and now to be enabled 
meekly to fabmit to it was his cordial, Thus was he ftill 
and filent before GOD, committing himfelf to him as 
unto a faithful creator, and unto Fefus Chrift, that mer- 
ciful and faithful bigh prizft, who ever liveth to make inter- 
ceffion for us the giory and Prerogative of whofe tole 
mediation at the right hand of GOD, he had always 
faithfolly afferted in his difcourfes, 
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In the night following his fpirits began to fails yer 
being in perfe& memory, an hour or two before day- 
break, he defired to haye Mr. John Aifop fent for (a moi 
worthy confacius of that learned fociety) who being come, 
Mr. Mode told him, he hoped he fhould do well, for that 
now he perceived his phyfic to work downward. But 
Mr. Aifop, by what he faw, was fearful of the worft, 
fufpeéting {as it proved true) that the purging down- 
ward proceeded not in that cafe from any activity or 
ftrength of nature, but rather from debility and weak~ 
nefs; thereupon, like a wife and good man, he advifed 
him, however it might pleafe GOD to dea} with him, to 
fet his houfe in order, and to difpofe of by will whatfo- 
ever GOD had given him. It was readily accorded to 
by Mr. Mede, and Mr. Al/op was by him conitituted 
the executor of his will; whereby he gave to the poor 
of the town of Cambridge an. hundred pounds, and to 
the college, whereof he was amember, all the remainder 
of his eitate (after fome legacies to his kindred) amount- 
ing to three hundred pounds (a large legacy out of a 
{cholar’s purfe) for and towards the new building then 
intended, as alfo for the adorning of the chapel ; nor 
was he unmindful of the Jibrary, for he knew well the 
excellent ufe of good books, “Chis he did in ‘way of a 
grateful return for the mercies he had fo long enjoyed in 
that college, the enlarging and encreafe of whofe profpe- 
rity and good eflate, was his great defire and endeavor, 
and that he preferred above his chief joy. 

And now having finifhed the care of his fecutar affairs, 
he compofed his foul for its addrefs into the divine pre~ 
fence with holy thoughts and humble prayers; defiring 
alfo to ftrengthen his faith and heighten his love, whilit, 
by the participation of the holy communion, he made a 
thankful cominemoraiion of his Saviour’s death, by which 
he hoped for an entrance into the happinefs of an eternal 
life. But in this he was prevented (fhall we fay?) by 
the fudden approach of death; or not rather, more 
fuddenly, and in a higher meafure fatisfied in his defire 
by the love of his Saviour, who, inftead of giving him 
atafte of the bread of life here on earth by faith, received 
him into the prefeat poffeffion and more full participation 
of the ineffable joys in heaven? 

Thus died this religious and learned perfon, on 
Monday morning, about break of day, the firit of OAeber, 
1638, having lived fifty-two years, and fpent above two 
thirds of his time in dae college, to which, nit ny 
fe lived, 





4 MEODE : 


lived, he was fo great and iJiufirious an ornamertt, and 
which, now he is dead, is his monument, 

‘Lhe next day in the evening (being October 2.) he was 
decently carried to his grave, by the fellows of the houfe, 
and there, in the inser chapel of the college, about the 
middle of the area, on the Seth fide, clote to the bache+ 
lors or fophiiters feats, he lies interred, 

‘The executor, fome time after, preached his funeral 
fertnon in a full congregation of regents and non-regents, 
at St. Afary's, before the whole univerfity, with high 
approbation of all that heard it, upon that text in Gen. 
y. 24. And Ensch walked with GOD, and he was not, for 
GOD tock him. But this fermon is not extant. 

We will only obterve one thing concerning the time 
of his death, that he was taken from the evils that were 
then ready to come upon this ifland: A favor which 
GOD vouchfates to many of the righteous. So of good 
Fofiab ivis aid, He fhould be gathered to his grave in peacey 
did net foe all the evil which GOD fhculd bring upon yew 
filem, “So Pofidenius, in the life of St. Anfin, relates, 
¢ that he was taken away by death, when the Goths and 
* Fandals bad begun to betiege Binpo ;’ fo that he faw 
not the direful miferies that were coming upon that 
place. Thes that good GOD, who favored our Author 
with a life of tranquillity and freedom from worldly 
encumbrances, made his death a prefervative againft thole 
approaching evils, which then hovered over this king- 
dom, and clofed his eyes, that he faw not thole dreadful 
calamities, which were fo grievous and afflictive unto 
all meck and humiile chriftians to behold. 

‘We come now to give an account of his Works. In 
his life-time he publithed three Treatifes only : The firft 
entitled, Clavis Aprcalyptica ex innatis & infilis vifonum 
charafteribus eruta & demonflrata, Cantabrigia, 1627, 405 
to which he added, in_1632, In fandii Foannis apocalypfin 
commentarins, ad amufin clavis Apocalyptica. ‘This is the 
lazgeit and the moft elaborate of any of his writings, 
‘The other two were but fhort Tras: Namely, about 
the name Ororesnper, antiently given to the holy table, 
and about churches in the apoftles’ times. The reft of 
his works were publifhed after his deceafe ; and in the 
beft edition put out by Jor. Fobu Worthingten, in the year 
1672, in folio, the whole are divided into five books, 
and difpofed in the following order. The firft book 
contains fifty-three Difcourfes on feveral Texts of Scrip- 
ture: The fecond, fuch Tradis and Difcourfes as a 
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of the like argument and defign: The third, his Treatifes 
upon the prophetical Scriptures, viz. the Apocalypfe, St. 
Pvurs prophecy concerning the oy of Chrif’s fecond 
coming, St. Paxi’s prophecy touching the apoftafy of 
the latter times, Tobic’s prophecy de duplict fudeorum 
captivitate & flatu secifios, and three Treatifes upon fome 
obfeure paffiges in Daniel: The fourth, his Letters to 
feveral learned men, with their letters alfo to him: ‘he 
fifth, Fragmenta fuera, or fach mifcellanies of divinity, 
as could not well come under any of the foremen- 
tioned heads. 


WILLIAM WHATELY, A.M. 


ILLIAM WHATELY, a pious, laborious, 

and fvecefsful preacher of GOD’s word, was 
born of religious parents in the May 1583, at Banbury in 
Oxfordfhire; of which borough his father was frequently 
mavor, and in the commiffion for the peace, His mother 
carefully bred him up in the knowledge of the fcriptures 
from a child, till he was of a proper age, and then fent 
him to the beit fchools in thofe parts: And being of 3 
quick apprehenfion, a clear judgement, and a moft happy 
memory, he made fo great a proficiency in Latin, Greek 
and Achrew, that, at the age of fourteen, he was entered 
at Chriff s-college in Cambridge. Here he hecane a hard 
dindent, and foon was reckoned a good logician and phi- 
lofopher, an able difputant, and an excellent orator : He 
alfo ftudied poetry and mathematics with good faccefs. 
He was a conftant hearer of Dr. Chadderton and Mr. 
Perkins ; the two famous preachers at that time in 
Cambridge. 

‘Mr. Henry Scudder, a contemporary of Mr. Whately, 
who was afterwards reftor of Collinghorne-dukes, in /¥ilt- 
Sire, fays, © It was our tutor’s cuftom to have all his 
* pupils to prayer in his chambers every evening, when 
“ he took an opportunity to enquire of the under gradu- 
“ ates what they had heard aad learned on the preceding 
¢ Lord's-day : ‘And when any of us were at a ftand or 
* ngn-plus, he would fay, Wbately, what fay you? Who 
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« feldom failed to repeat as readily as if he had been the 
* preacher himfelf. By this he won our tutor’s love, 
“ and caufed us to wonder at him; and, fuch was our 
« pride, that he gained alfo our envy.’ His father, not 
being determined what to breed him to, tock him from 
the univerlity, after he had taken his bachelor of arts 
degree with’ credit ; But fo great was his thirft for 
knowledge, that, at his father’s houfe, he made the moft 
diligent application to bis ftudies, After a while he 
married the daughter of the reverend Mr. George Hunt, 
who was condemned to fuffer martyrdom, but faved from 
execution by the death of Q. Mary. Mr. Hunt was im- 
portunate with him to enter into holy orders ; and being 
at length prevailed upon, he entered at St. Edmund-bally 
Orford, where he took his mafter of arts degree. 

le had not been Jong ordained hefore he was chofen 
Yedturer of Banbury, which he performed with fo much 
approbation and fuccefs, for four years, that he was 
then called to be vicar of the fame church ; and dif- 
charged that office, with the utmoft fidelity, for near 
thirty years, till he died. 

His abilities for the work of the miniftry were more 
than ordinary, He was naturally eloquent, and had 
words at will, He was of an able body, found lungs, 
and a ftrong good voice. He was a Boanerges, “a fon 
of thunder,” and yet, upon occafion, a Barnabas, 66a 
fon of confolation ?” But what crowned all was, that 
GOD gave him a heart to feek him and his glory, and 
to aim at the falvation of all thofe that heard him above 
all other concerns. His fpeech and preaching was not in 
the inticing words of man’s wifdom, but in the demonfiration 
of the SPIRIT and of power: And, like Apollos, ‘he was 
eloquent and mighty in the feriptures. He preached twice 
every Lord’s-day, and in the evening catechifed, examined, 
and inftruéted young people ; and preached a le€ture 
befides once in the week, Mr. Scudder fays, * his 
preaching was plain, hut as mach according to the fcrip- 
tures, the rules of right, and of right reafon, as an 
I ever knew or have heard of. In conference he hath 
told me what he aimed at, what ufe he made of the arts, 
and what roles he obferved in ftudying his fermons ;* 
which, becaufe they may be particularly acceptable to 
thofe that have a debign for the work of the miniftry, 
we will infert them in Mr. Scudder’s own words, 

« That he might better underftand his text, he made 
* ufe of his knowledge in the Hebrew and Greek; and of 
- « rhetorie 
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thetoric to difcover what forms of fpeech in the text 
were to be taken in their primary and proper fignifica- 
tion, and what were elegantly wrapped up in tropes and 
figures : Then, well weighing and confidering the 
context, he would, by the help of logic, find out the 
feope of the H. Ghof in that feripture. When he 
preached through a whole chapter, he began by firft 
analizing it; then, if a doétrinal text, to ftate the 
doétrine and profecute it: Bur if the text confifted of 
illuftrations or circumftances of fome principal truth 
there profecuted, he would then fori fome Icading 
branch of the text, deduce a doétrine, which fhould 
be eafy and natural, that the truth obferved in the 
text might be the argument or middle term, and by 
a fimple fyllogifm he might conclude his doétrine. 
Then he proved it by quotations from fcripture; and 
laftly, confirmed it by arguments and reafons drawn 
from the (criptures, which he aimed to keep as middle 
terms, that he might alfo fyllogiftically conclude the 
fame doétrine. 
« Then, according to the nature of the doctrine, and 
the need and aptnefs of his auditory, he made his 
application ; ufing the fame helps of rhetoric and logic, 
&ec, but always in a concealed way. 1. In confirming 
fome profitable truth that fome might be in doubt 
about. 2. Convince men of fome error, or reprove 
fome vice. 3. Exhort to fome duty. 4. Refolve 
fome doubt or cafe of confcience. 5. Comfort thofe 
that ftood in need of confolation. 6,, And fometimes 
would point out remedies againft certain vices, which 
he had heen reproving ; as may be feen in his printed 
fermons.’ 
His fermons were well ftudied, and in general written 
out at large ; and if it fo happened, that he had bat juft 
time to read over what he had written, and to take two 
or three fhort heads before he went to preach, he was 
able to deliver his difcourfe in very near the fame words, 
And it pleafed GOD to make his labors abundantly fac 
cefsful s that, in the courfe of his miniftry he was 
the happy inftrument of converting, confirming, and 
building up fome thoufands. He was a diligent vifitor 
of the fick under his charge without refpect of perfons ; 
and was a great peace-maker amongft any of his flock 
that were at variance, He had very extraordinary gifts 
and great fervency of fpirit in prayer: And his conftant 
practice was, to read the feriptures and pray twice a day 
Vor, Ti. oO in 
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in his family, and fometimes to catechife; to pray with 
his wife, and alone morning and evening. He fet apart 
private days of humiliation with his family on {pecial 
occafions, and often for the examination of themfelves 
previons to their going to the Lord’s table ; at which 
times he would exceed himéelf in pouring out his foul to 
GOD with many tears, He was frequent in the exercife 
of private faiting and humbling himfelf alone before 

OD ; which, though it impaired his bodily health, 
was ferviceable to the health of his foul. He was ver 
able and always willing to confer with and to refolve the 
doubts of all that came to confult him. And fuch was 
his love to that numerous people over which GOD had 
placed him, that, though his income was fmall, and he. 
had many offers of great preferment in the church; yet 
he never could. be perfuaded to leave them. He was 
daily inguifitive after the affairs of GOD’s church, and 
very fincerely fympathized with all GOD's people both 
in their profperity and adverfity. 

He lamented very much to he what an unbecoming, 
behavior prevailed among chriitians, merely from differ~ 
ences of opinion, while they were agreed in the funda- 
mental truths of chriftianity. He was judicioufly cha- 
ritable himfelf towards thot that appeared to be bleffed 
with the power of Bodlinets, though they were not of 
his judgement in all things. He was glad when any of 
the righteous fmote him, and would take it well, not 
from his fuperiors and equals only, but from his inferiors 3 

‘iving teftimonies of his love to fuch afterwards, that he. 
Ha not hefore. He abounded in works of merey } being 
truly a liberal man, he ftudied liberal things: Nor did he 

zait till objets of mercy and charity were prefented to. 
nim; but he diligently fought them out. After our 

Aathor’s deceafe, Meflieurs Edward Leigh and H. Scudder 
publifhed, from his manufcripts, a {mall folio volume, 
entitled, ‘¢ Prototypes; or the primary precedent Prefi- 
«¢ dents out of the book of Genefs:” which Mr. Leigh 
dedicated to the people of Banbury ; and wherein he gives 
him the following chara@er. 

« At Banbury, even amongft you, was your paftor 
« born and bred ; and there he lived and died. Minifters 
4 are called incumbents; fo was he, being diligently refi- 
« dent in his place: They are ftyled dights; fo was he ; 
© ike a candle or lamp, he ipeat himfett to give light to 
© others. He fpent his income. (temporal and eccle+ 
* fiaftical) and ftrength amongit you; and, as he faid Ae 
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€ his ficknefs, “* He fought not your's, but you.” Of 
all the minifters I ever knew fo experimentally, he was 
the moft unblameable in his converfation. | had the 
happinefs to Hive almoft a year with him in his houte, 
near four years under his minifiry, and to be efteemed 
by him one of his moft faithful friends: i have caufe to 
blefs GOD for him while | live, fince it pleafed him, 
by his means, not only to reveal many faving truths 
unto me, but alfo to fet them with fach power, as I 
hope I fhall never forget them. Oh, with what life 
and zeal would he both preach and pray ! and how ftrict 
and watchful was lie in his whole life! being (as every 
good minifter fhould be) blamelefs, fuber, quit, holy, 
temperate, of good behavior, given to hofpitality, apt 
to teach, a lover of good things and good men, 

« He ftudied to approve himfelf unto GOD, a work- 
man that needed not to be afhamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth. He propounded to you the examples 
of holy writ, and was himfelf, while he lived, an exam- 
ple and pattern of all good works. 1n a word, he was 
a moft pious and accomplifhed divine—He was exceed- 
ingly well-fkilled in both the original tongues: He 
was a good logician, as his exact ‘* Analyfis of the ten 
commandments” fhews; a good philofopher, as his 
fermons in manufcript on the 104th Pfalm do witnels $ 
a good rhetoricion or orator, as his printed treatifes 
abundantly teftify. He had words at will, and could 
readily and aptly exprefs himfeif in his fermons; and, 
by Jong experience, he had obtained to a great proti- 
ciency in the art of preaching; and has written a 
st Tra” upon that fubject. He had an excellent gift at 
characterizing or fitly detcribing a virtue or a vice, or 
any other thing. I might alfo extol his other endow- 
ments, his ftrong natural parts, folid judgement, and 
tenacious memory; and commend fome virtues int 
which he excelled to your imitation, as his humility, 
mercifulnefs, beneficence, laborioufnefs and diligence 
in his calling *; and then alfo fhew how comfortably 
© he died, being full of heavenly fpeeches and godly ex- 
* hortations; but I fhall only add, before I pafs from 
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* In the courfe of his preaching he went through the book of Fudge, 
the firft and fecond books of Samuel to the eleventh chapter of the 
firlt book of Kings ; through the Pfalms as far as to the hundred and 
fixth, and the whole gofpel of St. Join, befides all the principles of 
the chriftian religioa {yitematically (everal times. 
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* himfelf to his “¢ poftumous work ;” That Mr. Whately 
was the moit bountiful minilter to the poor I think in 
England of his means. Your confciences will witnefs 
that he hath often prefled and urged this duty upon 
you; and as he was earneft in perfuading his hearers 
to beneficence, fo he practifed the fame himfelf; enter- 
taining poor widows or neceffitous perfons weekly at 
leait at his own table, and gaye the tenth of his whole 
income in that way: And he has told me himfelf, that 
GOD had exceedingly bleffed him and made profperous 
his temporal concerns after he took to that courfe; and 
in his ficknefs he was comforted with that promife, 
Pfalm xii. 1, 3. Bleffid is he that confidereth the poor, 
the Lord will deliver him in time of trouble. The Lord 
will firengthen him upon the bed of languifbing ; thou 
wilt make all his bed in his ficknefs. follow him there- 
fore who by faith and patience inherits the promifes, 
let his good example and wholefome inftru@ions pro- 
yoke you to all holinefs, that you all fo may partake 
with him in that happinefs of which he is now fully 
poffeffed.’ 

* Notwithftanding all this good (fays Mr.: Scudder) 
which according to truth has been faid of him ; it muft 
be remembered that he was a man, and not without his 
imperfections and frailties. For what man is he that 
liveth and finneth not ? And as it is alfo faid, In many 
things we fin all. 

© Ie is ufual with GOD that men of the greateft parts 
and gifts fhould be exercifed with fome or other inordi- * 
nate affe€tion to be mortified, and fome ftrong temp- 
tations, to have fome thorn in the flefh, or fome other 
meffenger of Satan (as the Apofile had) to buffet them : 
Elfe they would be exalted above meafure to the flight- 
ing, contemning, and condemning of their brethren; 
and other men would have too high an opinion of them, 
half deifying them, defpifing thofe who are no lefs 
holy, but not fo exceedingly gifted as they. 
« There was nothing that more evidently difcovered 
the truth of GOD"s grace in this man, than that which 
was occafioned by his flips and ftrong temptations ; for 
thefe made him more watchful over himfelf than 
otherwife he would have been. It made him more 
humble and more to loathe his original corruption and 
finful nature, and bewailing himfelf to cry with the 
Apifite, O wretched man that I am, who fhall deliver me 
from the body of this death! Aud as he was the moft 
= i © fentible 
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fenfible of the captivity and bondage, which fin would 
Rtrive to hold him under; fince that when he would do 
good, evil was prefint with bim, and made him fometimes 
to do fome things which in the bent of his toul he 
would not have done: So it ferved to make him more 
humble in him(elf, more carneft in prayer to GOD, 
and more compaffionate towards others in whom {i 
remaineth, even after their converfion ; which (as the 
Apofile faith) is a weight, and doth eafily befet them to 
hinder them jn their chriftian race. And this I am 
affared of, that he would be the firit to {py out his 
own faylts, even fuch as others could not difcern, 
having no peace in himfelf till he had with all teed 
and earneftnefs fought and regained pardon and peace 
with GOD. He may be a pattern to all in receiving 
admonition from any, that fhould in love remind hin 
of his fault.’ 

His laft days were his beft days ; being obferved to 
grow exceedingly in humility and heavenly-mindednefs: 
And fora conliderable time before his latter end, GOD 
gave him vi€tory over his ftrongeft corruptions, which 
for a long time kept him in continual exercife. About 
two months before his death, he was much troubled 
with a cough and fhortnefs of breath, which at length 
fo weakened him, that he was not able to preach any 
more. In his ficknefs he gave heavenly and wholefome 
countel to his people, neighbours, and friends, that came to 
vifit him ; and he exhorted them, to Jabor in redeeming 
the time ta be much in reading, hearing, and meditating 
on the word of GOD—in prayer, brotherly Jove, and 
communion of the faints~that they would be careful 
to hold that faft which he had taught them out of the 
word of cruth—and that while the means of falvation 
were to be had, they would {pare no pains nor coft to 
enjoy them. 

‘His pains towards the laft were very great, all which 
he bore with the greateft patience. He was much in 
ejaculations and lifting up his heart to GOD in behalf of 
the church and ftate, and for himfelf alfo, in which he 
was moft frequent and earneft a little before his death, 
A friend and minifter praying with him faid,—< if his 
© time be not expired, O Lord, be pleafed to reftore him, 
* for the good of thy church; but if otherwife, put aa 
«end to his pains, if it be thy good pleafure:’ Upon 
hearing of this, he lifted up his eyes ftedfaitly towards 
peaven, ant one of his hands, not being able to lift oP 
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the other, and in the clofe of that prayer foftly and 

fweetly gave up the ghoft; fhutting his eyes himfelf, 

as if fallen into a pleafant fleep. ¢ Thus he lived much 

* defired, and died much lamented, on Friday the tenth 

© of May, 1639, and near the end of the fifty-fixth year 

€ of his age’ He alfo, like Aéede, was taken away from 

the evil, which foon after was permitted to fall upon this 

country in general, and upon the town of Banbury in- 
particular. 

His Works. J. Expofition of the Ten Command- 
ments. If. A Sear-cloth, or Treatife upon the Cumbers 
of Marriage. III, Prototypes, mentioned above. IV. 
Three Sermons upon various occafions, 


WILLIAM BEDELL, D.D. 
BISHOP or KILMORE in IRELAND. 


HE beft account we have of this excellent man, 

has been given us by the famous bifhop Burnet, who 
publifhed his life and letters, from the communication of 
Mr. Clogy, bithop Bedell’s fon-in-law, in the beginning 
of the reign of K. James Il. It was one of the hooks, 
which was publifhed by the proteftant minifters of that 
‘time, in oppofition to the alarming growth of popery 
under that deluded prince, We will prefent our Readers 
with fuch parts of it, as may afford a full idea of this 
good Man, referring them for a longer detail to the book 
wtf which, it is to be wifhed, was in every body's 

ANAS» 

William Bedell was born at Black-Notley in Effex, in 
the year 1570, He was the younger fon of an < stient 
and good family, and of no inconfiderable eftate. After 
he had paffed through the common education at {chools, 
he was fent to Emanuel-college in. Cambridge, and put 
under Dr. Chadderton’s care, the famous and long-lived 
head of that houfe; and here all thofe extraordinary 
things, that rendered him afterwards fo confpicuous, 
began to fhew themfelves in fuch a manner, that he 
came to have a very eminent charatter both for learning 
and piety: So that appeals were often made to him, as 
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differences or controverfies arofe in the univerfity. He 
was chofen fellow of the college in 1593, and took his 
degree of bachelor in divinity in the year 1599. 

rom the univerfity he was removed to the town of St. 
Edmundfbury in Suphlly where he ferved long in the 
gofpel, and with great fuccefs, he and his colleague 
being of fuch different charadters, that whereas it was 
faid of him that he made the difficulteft places of {eriprure 
appear plain, it was faid, that his colleague made the 
plaineft places appear difficulr; the opening of dark paf- 
dages, and the comparing of many texts of {cripture, 
together with a ferious and practical application of them, 
being the chief fubje& of his fermons: Which method 
feveral other great men at that time followed, fuch as 
dithop Ufber, Dr. Fackfon, and Mr. Medes He had an 
eccafion given him, not long after his fettlement in this 
charge, to fhew his courage, and how little he either 
courted preferment, or was afraid of falling under the 
difpleafure of great men: For when the bifhop of 
Norwich propofed fome things to a meeting of his clergy, 
with which they were generally diffatisfied, though they 
had not refolution enough to oppofe them ; he took that 
hard province upon himfelf, and did it with fo much 
ftrength of reafon, as well as difcretion, that many of 
thofe things were Jet fall: Upon which, when his brethren 
came and magnified him for it, he checked them and faid, 
“ he defired not the praifes of men.” 

His reputation was fo great and fo well eftablithed 
both in the univerfity and in Sufaik, that when K. James 
fent Sir Henry Potton to be his ambaffador at Venice, at 
the time of the interdiét; he was recommended as the 
fitteft man to go chaplain in fo critical a conjuné@ture. 
This employment proved much happier and more honor- 
able for him than that of his fellow ftudent and chamber- 
fellow Mr. Wadfworth, who was at that time beneficed 
in the fame diocefe with him, and was about that time 
fent into Spain, and was afterwards appointed to teach 
the infanta the EZngi/b tongue, when the match between 
the late king and her was believed concluded : For ad/- 
worth was prevailed on to change his religion and abandon 
his country, as if in thefe two thofe words of our Saviour 
had been to be verified, there fhal! be two in one bed, the 
one fhall be taken, and the cther fhall be left, For as the 
one of thefe was wrought on to forfake his religion, the 
other was very near the being an inftrument of a great. 
and happy change in the republic of Fenice. 1 nee not 
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fay much of a thing fo well known as were the quartels 
of pope Pau! V. and that republic; efpecially fince the 
hiflory of them is written fo particularly by him that 
knew the matter beft, the celebrated father Pau, 

Father Pax! was then the divine of the ftate, a man 
equally eminent for vait learning and a moft confummate 
prudence ; and was at once one of the greateft divines, 
and of the wileft men of his age. But to commend the 
celebrated hiftorian of the council of Trent, is a thing fo 
needlets that 1 may well {top ; yet it muft needs raife the 
character of Bedell much, that an Jtalian, who, befides 
the caution that is natural to the country, and the pru- 
dence that obliged one in his circumftances to a more 
than ordinary diftruft of all the world, was tied up by 
the ftrictnefs of that government to a very great referved- 
nefs with all people, yet took Bedell into his very foul; 
and, as Sir Henry Wotton alfured K. Charles I, he com- 
municated to him the inwardeft thoughts of his heart, 
and profeffed that he had learnt more from him in all 
the parts of divinity, whether fpeculative or praétical, 
a from any he had ever converfed with in his whole 

fe. 

So great an intimacy with fo extraordinary a perfon is 
enough to raife a charaéter, were there no more to be 
added. Father Paw/ went further, for he affifted him 
in acquiring the Ltalian tongue, in which Bedell hecame 
fuch a mafter, that he {poke it as one born in Jta/y, and 
penned ull the fermons he then preached, either in Jtalian 
or Latin; in this laft it will appear by the productions 
of his pen yet remaining, that he had a true Roman ftyle, 
inferior to none of the modern writers, if not equal to 
the antients. In requital of the inftruétion he received from 
father Pax! in the Ztalian tongue, he drew up a grammar 
of the Englifh tongue for his ufe, and for others that 
defired to learn it, that fo they might be able to underftand 
our books of divinity; and he alfo tranflated the Engli/> 
Common-praycr book into Italian ; and father Paul and 
the feven divines, that during the interdi€t were com- 
manded by the fenate both to preach and write againit 
the pope’s authority, liked it fo well, that they relolved 
to have mace it their pattern, in cafe the differences 
between the pope and them had produced the effect which 
they hoped and longed for. 

During his fay at Venice, the famous Ant. de Dominis 
archbifhop of Spoleto came to Venice; and having re- 
ceived a juft character of Mr. Bedell, he alicorerst his 
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fectet to him, and fhewing him his ten books De Republica 
Eccelefaftica, which he afterwards printed at London 
Bedell took the freedom which he allowed him, and cor- 
reéted many ill applications of texts of feriprure, and 
quotations of fathers. For that prelate; being utterly 
ignorant of the Greek tongue, could not but be guilty of 
many tiftakes both in the one and the other ; and if 
there remain fome places ftill that difcover his ignorance 
of that language too plainly, yet there had been many 
more, if Bedell had not correéted them : But no wonder 
if in fuch a multitude fome efcaped his diligence. De 
Dominis took all this in good part from him, and entered 
into fach familiarity with him, and found his affiftance 
fo ufeful, and indeed fo neceffary to himfelf, that he ufed 
to fay he could do nothing without him. 

‘hen the difference with the pope was made up, and 
in all things greater regard was had to the dignity of their 
ftate, than to the intereft of religion ; father Paul was 
out of all hopes of bringing things ever back to fo 

romifing a conjuncture ; and wifhed he could have left 
Venice and come over to England with Mr. Bedell: But 
he was fo much efteemed by the fenate for his great 
wifdom, that he was confulted by them as an oracle, and 
trufted with their moft important fecrets : So that he faw 
it was impoffible for him to obtain his congé; and there- 
fore he made a fhift to comply as far as he could with the 
eftablifhed way of their worfhip ; but he had in many 
things particular methods, by which he in a great mea~ 
fure rather quieted than fatisfied his confcience. In 
faying of mafs, he paffed over many parts of the canon, 
and in particular thofe prayers, in which that facrifice 
was offered up to the honor of faints: He never prayed 
to faints, nor joined in thofe parts of the offices that 
went againft his confcience; and in private confeffions 
and diftourfes, he took people off from thofe abufes, 
and gave them right notions of the purity of the chriftian 
religion ; fo he hoped he was fowing feeds that might be 
fruitful in another age: And thus he believed he might 
dive innocent in a church that he thought fo defiled. 

And when one preffed him hard in this matter, and 
objegted that he fill held communion with an idolatrous 
church, and gave it credit by adhering outwardly to it, 
by which means others that depended much on his ex- 
ample would be likewife encouraged to continue in it : 
All the anfwer he made to this was, that GOD had 
not given him the fpirit of Luther, 
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He expreffed great tendernefs and concern for Bedeil, 
when he parted with him ; and faid that both he and 
many others would have gone over with him, if it 
had been in their power: But that he might never be 
forgot by him, he gave him his pi€ture, with an Hebrew 
bible without points, and a little Afbrew pfalter, in 
which he wrete fome fentences expreffing his efteem and 
friendfhip for him ; and with thefe he gave him the inva- 
luable manufcript of the Hiftory of the Council of Trent, 
together with the Hiftory of the Interdi&t and of the 
Anquifition ; the firft of thefe will ever be reckoned the 
chief pattern after which all, that intend to fucceed well 
in writing hiftory, muft copy. But among other papers 
that father Pau? gave him, fome that were of great 
importance are Toft : For in a Jetter of Mr. Bedell’s to 
Dr. Ward, he mentions a collection of letters that were 
fent him weekly from Rome during the contefts between 
the jefuits and dominicans, concerning the efficacy of 
grace; of which father Pau/ gave him the originals ; and 
in his letter to Dr. Hard he mentions his having fent 
them to him. Thefe, very probably, contained a more 
particular relation of that matter than the world has yet 
feen, fince they were wrote to fo curions and fo inquifitive 
a man; but it feems he did not allow Bedel/ to print 
Hic, ee fo it is to be feared, they are now irrecovera- 

Oil. 

‘But now Mr. Bedell had finifhed one of the fcenes of 
his life with great honor. The moft confiderable addition 
he made to his learning at Venice, was in the improve- 
ments in the Hebrew, in which he made a great progrefs 
by the affiltance of R. Leo, that was the chief chacham 
of the ‘Fewi/s fynagogue there: From him he learned 
their way of pronunciation, and fome other parts of rab- 
Dinical learning ; but in exchange for it, he communicated 
to him, that which was much more valuable, the true 
tderftanding of many paffiges in the Old Teflamcnt, 
with which that rabbi exprefled bimfelf often to be highly 
datisfied: And once in a folemn difpute, he preffed his 
rubbi with fo clear proofs of Jefus Chri? being the true 
Meffiab, that he, and feveral others of his brethren, 
had no other way to efcape, but to fay that their rabbins 
every where did expound thofe prophecies otherwife, 
according to the tradition of their fathers. By R. Leo's 
means, he purchated that fair manutcript of the Old Ze/~ 
tament, which he gave to Emanwel-coliege; and, as £ 
am credibly informed, it-coft bim its weight in filver. 
7 er 
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After eight years ftay in Venice, he returned to Englend, 
and without pretending to preferment, or afpiring to it ; 
he went immediately to his charge at St. Edmundfbury, 
and there went on in his miniftertal labors ; with which 
he mixed the tranflating father Paw/’s immortal writings 
into Latin. Sir Adam Newton tranflated the two firlt 
books of the Hiftory of the Council of Trent, but was 
not mafter enough of the two languages; fo that the 
archhifhop of Spofcto faid it was not the fame work ; but 
he highly approved of the two lait, that were tranflated 
By Mr. Bedell, who likewife tranflated the Hiftory of 
the Interdiét, and of the Inquifition, and dedicated them 
to the king. But no notice was taken of him, and he 
Jived ftill private and unknown in that obfcure corner. 
He could not ftoop to thofe fervile compliances, that 
are often expected by thofe that have the diftribution of 
preferments in their power. He thought that to be an 
abjeétnefs of {pirit that became not a chriftian philofopher, 
much lefs a churchman, who ought to exprefs a contempt 
of the world, acontentednefs with a low condition, and 
a refignation of one’s outward circumftances wholly to 
the canduét of divine providence ; and not to give that 
advantage which atheifts and libertines take from the 
covetoutnels and afpirings of fome churchmen, to f{coff 
at religion, and to call priefthood a trade. 

He was content to deferve preferment, and did not 
envy others, who, upon lefs merit, but more induftry 
arrived at it. But though he was forgot at court, yet an 
eminent gentleman in Suffolk, Sir Thomas Jermyn, who 
was a privy counfeller, and vice-chamberlain to K. Charles 
I. and a great patron of piety, took fuch a liking to 
him, that as he continued his whole life to pay hima 
very particular efteem ; fo a confiderable living that was 
in his gift, falling void, he prefented him to it in the 
year 1615. When he came to the bifhop of Norwich to 
take out his title to it, he demanded large fees for his 
inftitution and induétion: But Bedel] would give no more 
than what was foffcient gratification for the writing, the 
‘wax, and the parchment; and refufed to pay the reft. 
He looked on it as fimony in the bifhop, to demand 
more, and as contrary to the command of Chrif, who 
faid to his apoftles, freely ye have received, and freely given 
And he thought it was a branch of the fin of fimony to fell 
Spiritual things to fpiritual perfons; and fince whatfoever 
was atked, that was more than a decent gratification to 
the fervant for his pains, was afked by reafan of the 
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thing that was granted, he thought this was unbecoming 
the gofpel, and that it was a fin both in the giver and in 
the taker. He had obferved that nothing was more ex- 
prefgly contrary to all primitive rules. 

Upon thefe accounts, Mr. Bedell refolved rather to 
lofe. his prefentation to the parfonage of Horing fheath, 
than to purchafe his title to it by doing that which he 
thought fimony. And he left the bifhop and went 
home : But fome few days after, the hifhop fent for him, 
and gave him his titles, without exaéting fees of him ; 
and fo he removed to that place, where he ftayed twelve 
years, during which time he was a great honor to the 
church, as well as a pattérn to all churchmen. 

«His habit and way of living were very plain, and be- 
coming the fimplicity of his profeffion, He was very 
tender of thofe that were truly poor, but was fo ftrit in 
examining all vagabonds, and fo dexterous in difcoverin, 
counterfeit paffes, and took fuch care of punifhing thofe 
that went about with them, that they came no more 
to him, nor to his town. 

In all that time no notice was ever taken of him, 
though he gave a very fingular evidence of his great 
capacity. For being provoked by his old acquaintance 
Wad) orth’s letters, he wrote upon the points in contro- 
verfy with the church of Reme,-with fo much learning 
and judgement, and in fo mild a ftrain, that no wonder 
if his book had a good effeét’on him, for whom it was 
intended : it is trac he never returned and changed his 
religion himfelf, but his fon came from Spain into Zreland, 
when Bedell was promoted to the bithoprick of Kimora 
there, and told him, that his father commanded:him to 
thank him for the pains he was at in writing it: He faid, 
it was almoft always laying open before him, and that he 
had heard him fay, he was refolved to fave one. And 
it feems he inftruéted his fon in the true religion, for he 
declared himfelf a proteftant on his coming over. This 
book was printed, and dedicated to the late king, while 
he was prince of Wales, in the year 1624. 

The true reafons that obitruéted Bedell’s preferment 
feem to be thefe; hé was a Calvinif# in the matter of 
decrees and grace; and preferments went generally at 
that time to thofe that held the other opinions. He had 
alfo: another principle, which was not very acceptable 
to fome in power: He thought, conformity was an exact 
adhering to the rubrick; and that the adding any new 
rite or ceremony, was as much nonconformity, as the 
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pafing over thofe that were preferibed : So that he would 
not ae thofe bowings or gefticulations that grew fo much 
in fafhion, that mens affections were meafured by them, 
He had too good an underitanding, not to conclude, 
that thefe things were not unlawful in themfelves ; but 
he had obferved that when once the humor of adding 
new rites and ceremonies got into the church, it went on 
by a fatal increafe, till it had grown up to that bulk, to 
which we find it fwelled in the church of Rome. And 
this began fo early, and grew fo faft, that St. Aufl 
complained of it in his time, faying, that the condition 
of chriftians was then more uneafy by that yoke of 
obfervances, than that of the Fews had been. And there- 
fore Bedell thought the adhering to eftablifhed laws and 
rules was a certain and fixed thing ; whereas fuperftition 
was infinite. So he was againft all innovations, or arbi- 
trary and affumed practices ; and fo much the more, 
when men were diftinguifhed, and marked out for pre- 
ferment, by that which in ftridtnefs of law was a thing: 
that deferved punifhment. 

But he was well fatisfied with that which the pro- 
vidence of GOD laid in his way, and went on in the 
duties of his paftoral care, and in his own private ftudies 3 
and was as great a pattern in Suffolk of the paftoral 
care in the lower degree, as he proved afterwards im 
Jreland in the higher order, He labored not as an hire- 
Ting that only raifed a revenue out of his parifh, and 
abandoned his flock, trufting them to the cheapeft mer- 
cenary that he could find; nor did he -fatisfy himfelf 
with a flight performance of his duty only for fafhion's 
fake; but he watched over his flock like one that knew he 
‘was to anfwer to GOD for thofe fouls committed to his 
charge: So he preached to the underitandings and con- 
feiences of his parifh, and catechifed conftantly. And, 
as the whole courfe of his own moft exemplary behavior 
‘was a continued fermon ; fo he was very exact in the 
more private parts of his fun@tion, vifiting the fick, and 
dealing in fecret with his people, to excite or preferve 
in them a deep fenfe of religion. This he made his 
work, and he followed it fo clofe, and lived fo much 
at home, that he was fo little known, or fo much forgot, 
that when Dicdati came over to England, many years 
after this, he could hear of him from no perfsn that 
he met with; though he was acquainted with many of 
the clergy. He was much amazed at this, to find that 
fo extraordinary a man, that was fo much admired at 
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Fonice, by fo good judges, was not fo much as known 
in his own country; and fo he was out of all hope of 
finding him out, but by 2 meer accident he met him in 
the ftreets of London, at which there was a great deal of 
joy on both fides. And upon that Diodati prefented him 
to Morton the learned and antient bifhop of Durban, 
and told how great a value father Pawi fet on him ; upon 
which that bifhop treated him in a very particular man- 
ner. It is true, Sir Henry Wotton was always his firm 
and faithful friend ; but his credit at court had funk: For 
he fell under neceffities, having lived at Venice in an 
expence above his appointments. And as neceffitous 
courtiers muft grow to forget all concerns but their 
own; fo their intereft abates, and the favor they are in 
Jeffens, when they come to need it too much. Sir 
Thomas Fermyn was in more credit, though he was 
always {ifpedrea of being too favorable to the puritans ; 
fo that his inclinations being known, the character he 
could give of him did not ferve to raife him in England. 

While he was thus neglected at home, his fame was 
fpread into Jre/and ; and though he was not perfonally 
known either to the famous bifhop U/er, or to any of 
the fellows of Trinity-college in Dublin, yet he was chofen 
by their unanimous confent, to be the head of their col- 
Jege, in the year 1627. And as that worthy primate of 
dreland, together with the fellows of the college, wrote 
to him, inviting him to come and accept of that mafter- 
thip, fo an addrefs was made to the king, praying that 
he would command him to go over. And that this might 
be the more fuccefsful, Sir Henry Wotton was moved to 
give his majefty a true account of him, which he did 
in very firong terms. 

But when this matter was propofed to Mr. Bedell, he 
exprefféd fo much both of true philofophy and real 
chriftianity in the anfwer that he made to fo honorable 
an-offer, that ] will not undertake to give it otberwife 
than in his own words, taken from 2 letter which he 
wrote to one that had been employed to deal with him in 
this matter, The original of this and moft of the other 
fetters that are fet down, were found among archbifhop 
Ufher’s papers, and were communicated by his reverend 
and worthy friend Dr. Parre. 

“SIR, 
“« WITH my hearty commendations remembred: I 


* have this day received bath your letters, dated the 7 
« of 
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«* of this month; I thank you for your care and dili- 
« gence in this matter. For anfwer whereof, although 
*¢ } could have defired fo much retpite, as to have con- 
« ferred with fome of my friends, fuch as pofibly do 
¢ know the condition of that place better than I do, 
“* and my infufficiencies better than my lord primate 5 
« yet fince that I perceive by both your letters, the 
«« matter requires a ipeedy and prefent anfwer, thus I 
* ftand: Lam married, and have three children ; there- 
«6 fore if the place requires a fingle man, the bufinefs is 
«© at an end. I have no want, I thank my GOD, 
4« of any thing neceffary for this life; 1 have a compe- 
«© tent living of above a hundred pounds a year, in a 
good air and feat, with a very convenient houte near 
to my friends, a little parifh, ‘not exceeding the com- 
«© pafs of my weak voice. 1 have often heard it, that 
«* changing feldom brings the better ; efpecially to thole 
¢« that are well, And 1 fee well, that my wife, (though 
‘¢ refolving, as fhe ought, to be contented with whatfo- 
ever GOD fhall appoint) had rather continue with 
her friends in her native country, than put her felf 
into the hazard of the feas, and a foreign land, with 
many cafualties in travel, which fhe, perhaps out of 

‘« fear, apprehends more than there is caufe. 
4¢ All thefe reafons I have, if } confult with flefh and 
blood, which move me rather to reject this offer ; 
‘© (yet with all humble and dutiful thanks to my lord 
primate for his mind and good opinion of me :) On 
“+ the other fide, I confider the end, wherefore 1 came 
into the world, and the bufinefs of a fubjeét to our 
Lord Fefus Chrift, of a minifter of the gofpel, of a 
«© good patriot, and of an honeft man. If I may be of 
any better ufe to my countrey, to GOD'’s church, 
or of any better fervice to our common Matter, I 
muft clofe mine eyes againft all private refpects; and 
‘« if GOD call me, I muft anfwer, Here I am. For 
my part therefore I will not ftir one foot, or lift up 
my finger for or again& this motion ; but if it proceed 
‘© trom the Lord, that is, if thefe whom it concerns 
there, do procure thofe who may command me here, 
to fend me thither, f[ fhall obey, if it were not only 
to go into Jrelund, but into Virginia, yea though [ 
were not only to meet with troubles, dangers, and 
diffculties, bur death itfelf in the performance. Sir, 
I have as plainly as I can, fhewed you my mind; 
‘ defiring you with my humble fervice to reprefent it 
to 
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« to my reverend good lord, my lord primate, And 
& GOD almighty direét this affair to the glory of his 
*€ holy name, and have you in his merciful protec- 
* tion; fo I ref 


* Your loving friend 


From Bury, 
March 6, 1026. “ Wit, Bepetn,” 


‘The conclufion of this matter was, that the king, being 
well informed concerning him, commanded him to un- 
dertake this charge, which he chearfully obeyed; and 
fet about the duties incumbent on him, in fach a manner, 
as fhewed how well he had improved the long time of 
retirement, that he had hitherto enjoyed, and how ripely 
he had digefted all his thoughts and obfervations. He 
had hitherto liyed as if he had been made for nothing but 
Apeculation and ftudy ; and now, when he entered upon 
amore public fcene, it appeared that he underftood the 
practical things of government and human life fo well, 
that no man {eemed to be more cut out for bufinefs than 
he was. In the government of the college, and at his 
firft entry upon a new fcene, he refolved to aét_ nothin, 
till he both knew the statutes of the houfe perfeétly well, 
and underftood well the tempers of the people; therefore 
when he went over firft, he carried himfelf fo abftractedly 
from all affairs, that he pafled for a foft and weak man. 
‘The zeal that appeared afterwards in him, fhewed, that 
this coldnefs was only the effect of his wifdom, and not 
of bis temper: But when he found that fome grew to 
think meanly of him, and that even Ufaer himfel€ began to 
change his opinion of him : Upon that when he went over 
to England fome months after, to bring his family ‘over 
to Tedand, he was thinking to have refigned his new 
preferment, and to have returned to his benefice in 
Suffolk ; but the primate wrote fo kind 2 letter to him, 
that as it made him lay down thofe thoughts, fo it drew 
from him the following words in the anfwer that he 
wrote to him, 


“© Touching my return, I do thank tally. accept your 
s grace’s exhortation, advifing me to have faith in GOD, 
*¢ and not to confult with flefk and blood, nor have 
s* mind of this country. Now I would to GOD, that 
“© your grace could look into my heart, and fee how 
is litde 1 fear Jack of provifion, or pafs upon any outward 

thing 


BEDELL 113 


« thing in this world: My chief fear in truth was, and 
s¢ is, left I fhould be unfit and unprofitable in the place ; 
*¢ in which cafe, if I might have a lawful and honeft 
“ retreat, 1 think no wife man could blame me to retain 
«it: Efpecially having underftood that your grace, 
«© whofe authority I chiefly followed at the firft, did 
«© from your own judgement, and that of other wife 
«« men, fo truly pronounce of me, that I was a weak 
*€ man, Now that I bave received your letters fo full 
¢© of life and encouragement, it puts fome more life in 
“ me. For fure it cannot agree with that goodnefs and 
“€ ingenuity of yours, praifed among all GOD's graces 
«* in you, by thofe that know you, to write one thing 
¢ to me, and to fpeak another thing to others of me, 
*€ or to go about to beguile my fimplicity with fair 
words, laying in the mean while a net for my feet, 
$© efpecially fish my weaknefs fhall in truth redound to 
** the blaming of your own difcretion in bringing me 
thither.” 


‘Thus was he prevailed on to refign his benefice, and 
carry his family to Ireland, and then he applied himfelf, 
with that vigor of mind that was peculiar to him, to the 
government of the college. 

He correéted fuch abuies as he found among them; he 
fet fuch rules to them, and faw thefe fo well executed, 
that it quickly appeared how happy a choice they had. 
made: And as he was a great promoter of learning among 
them, fo he thought his particular province was to in+ 
ftrué& the houfe aright in the principles of religion. In 
order to this he catechifed the youth in the college once a 
week, and preached once on a Sunday, thongh he was not 
obliged to it: And that he might acquaint them with a 
plain and particular body of divinity, he divided the 
church catechi{m into two-and-fifty parts, one for every 
Sunday, and explained it in a way fo mixed with fpecu- 
Jative and practical matters, that his fermons were both 
Jearned lectures of divinity, and excellent exhortations 
to virtue and piety. Many took notes of them, and 
copies of them were much enquired after; for as they 
were fitted to the capacity of his hearers, fo they con- 
tained much matter in them, for entertaining the moft 
learned, He had not ftayed there above two years, 
when by his friend Sir Thomas Fermyn’s means, a patent 
was fent him to be Bifhop of Kifmore and rdagh, two 
contiguous fees in the province of Uifer. 
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And now in the fifty-ninth year of his age, he entered 
upon a different Cine of life and employment, when it 
might have been thought, that the vigor of his fpirits 
‘was much broken and {pent. But by his adminiftration 
of his diocefe, it appeared that there remained yet a vaft 
heat and force of {pirit to carry him through thofe diffi- 
cult undertakings, to which he found himfelf obliged by 
this new character ; which if it makes a man but a little 
Jower than the angels, fo that the term angel is applied 
to that office in {eripture, he thought it obliged him to 
an angelical courfe of life, and to divide his time, as 
much as could confift with the frailties and neceffities of 
abody made of flefh and blood, as thofe glorious {pirits 
do, between the beholding the face of their father which 
is in heaven, and the miniftering to the heirs of falvation. 
He confidered, the bifhop’s office made him the fhepherd 
of the inferior fhepherds, if not of the whole diocefe ; 
and therefore he refolved to fpare himfelf in nothing, by 
which he might advance the intereft of religion amon; 
them: And he thought it a difingenuous thing to vouc! 
antiquity for the authority and dignity of that funétion, 
and not at the fame time to exprefs thofe virtues and 
practices that made it fo venerable among them. Since 
the forms of church government muft appear amiable 
and valuable to the world, not fo much for the reafon- 
ings and arguments that learned men ufe concerning 
them, as for the real advantages that mankind find from 
them. 

Tn laying open his defigns and performances in this Iaft 
and greatelt périod of his life, there are fuller materials 
than in the former parts. For my Author was particu- 
larly known to him during a large part of it, and fpent 
feveral years in his family; fo that his opportunities of 
Rnowing him were as great as could be defired, and the 
Bithop was of fo gentle a temper, and of fo communica- 
five a nature, that he eafily opened himfelf to one, that 
Was taken into his alliance as well as into his heart, he 
being indeed a man of primitive fimplicity. He found 
his diocefe under fo many diforders, that there was fearce 
a found part remaining. ‘Fhe revenue was wafted by 
exceffive dilapidations, and all facred things had been ex- 
pofed to fale in fo fordid a manner, that it was grown to 
a proverb. But I will not enlarge further on the ill 
things others had done, than as it is neceflary to thew 
the good things that were done by him. One of his 
onthedrals, Ardagh, was fallen dewn to the ground, and 
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there was fearce enough remaining of both thofe revenues 
to fupport a bifhop that was refolved not to fupply him- 
felf by indirect and bafe methods. He had a very fmall 
clergy, but feven or eight in each diocefe of good fuffici- 
ency 3 but every one of thefe was multiplied into many 
parifhes, they having many vicarages apiece ; but being 
Englifo, and his whole diocefe confifting of Jri/s, they 
were barbarians to them; nor could they perform an’ 
part of divine offices among them. But the ftate of his 
clergy will appear beft from a letter that he wrote to 
arckiethop Laud concerning it, which I {hall here 
infert. 


4¢ Right reverend Father, my honourable good Lord, 


© Since my coming to this place, which was a little 
€ before Michaelmas (till which time, the fettling of the 
“© ftate of the college, and my lord primate’s vifitation 
s¢ deferred my confecration) 1 have not been unmindful 
“© of your lordship’s commands, to advertife you, as my 
“¢ experience fhould inform me, of the fate of the 
« church, which I fhall now the better do, becaufe I 
«« have been about my diocefes, and can fet down, out 
«© of ny knowledge and view, what I fhall relate: And 
“ fhortly to fpeak much ill matter in a few words, it is 
“« very miferable. The cathedral church of Ardagh, 
one of the moft ancient in Ircland, and faid to be built 
“© by St. Patrick, together with the bifhop’s houfe there, 
is down to the ground. The church here, built, but 
without bell or fteeple, font or chalice. ‘The parith 
churches ali in a manner ruined, and unroofed, and 
«© unrepaired. ‘The people, faving a few Briti/e planters 
*¢ here and there, (which are not a tenth part of the 
‘© remnant) obftinate recufants. A popifh clergy more 
«© numerous by far than we, and in full exercife of all 
« jurifdi@tion ecclefiaftical, by their vicar-general and 
“¢ officials; who are fo confident as they excommunicate 
thofe that come to our courts, even in matrimonial 
“€ caufes: Which affront hath been offered myfelf by 
“© the popith primate’s vicar-general 3 for which I have 
« begun a procefs againft him. The primate himfelf 
lives in my parifh, within two miles of my houfe 5 
the bifhop in another part of my diocefe further off. 
Every parifh hath its prieft ; and fome two or three 
apiece, and fo their mafs-houfes alfo; in fome places 
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“¢ Fryars there are in diverfe places, who go about, 
© chough not in their habit, and by their importunate 
«© begging impoverith the people ; who indeed are gene- 
“© rally very poor, as from that caufe, fo, from their 
«© paying double tythes to their own clergy, and ours, 
«¢ from the dearth of corn, and the death of their cattle 
‘© thefe late years, with the contributions to their foul- 
«© diers and their agents : And, which they forget not to 
* reckon among other caufes, the oppreffion of the 
“ court ecclefiaitical, which in very truth, my lord, I 
« cannot excufe, and do feek to reform. For our own, 
“¢ there are feven or eight minifters in each diocefe of 
« good fuficieney ; and (which is no fmall caufe of the 
“continuance of the people in popery ftil!) English, 
which have not the tongue of the people, nor can 
** perform any divine offices, or converfe with them ; 
“* and which hold many of them two or three, four, or 
“© more vicarages apiece; even the clerkfhips themfelves 
“are in like manner conferred upon the Englifh; and 
“© fometimes two or three, or more, upon one man, and 
‘© ordinarily bought and fold or let to farm, His majefty 
* is now with the greateft part of this country, as to 
“ their hearts and confciences, king, but at the pope’s 
“ difcretion. 


Soa © Witt, Kirmore & Arpacu,” 


Here was a melancholy profpeé to a man of fo good a 
mind, enough to have difheartened him quite, if he had 
not had a proportioned degree of fpirit and courage to 
fupport him under fo much weight. After he had reco~ 
vered fomewhat of the fpoils made by his predeceffor, and 
fo put himfelf into a capacity to fubfift, he went about 
the reforming of abufes: And the firft that he undertook 
was pluralities, by which one man had a care of fouls 
in fo many different places, that it was not poffible to 
difcharge his duty to them, nor to perform thofe vows, 
which he made at his ordination, of feeding and in- 
ftruéting the flock committed to his care. And though 
moft of the pluralifts did mind all their parithes alike, 
that is, they neglected all equally; yet he thought this 
was an abufe contrary both to the nature of ecclefiaftical 
fundtions, to the obligations that the care of fouls natu- 
rally imported, and to thofe folemn vows that church- 
men made at the altar when they were ordained: And he 
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knew well that this corruption was no fooner obferved to 
have crept into the chriftian church, than it was con- 
demned by the fourth general council at Chalecdon. 

He thought it a vain, and indeed an impudent thing, 
for a man to pretend that he anfwered the obligation of 
fo facred a truit, and fo holy a vow, by hiring tome 
mercenary curate to perform offices: Since the obligation 
was perfonal, and the ecclefiaftical funétions were not 
like the Jevitical fervice in the temple, in which the 
obferving their rites was all that was required. But the 
watching over fouls had fo many other things involved in 
it, befides officiating according to the rubrick, that it 
drew this fevere refe€tion from a witty man, in which 
though the wit of it may feem too pleafant for fo ferions 
a fubjedt, yet it had too much fad truth under it; ¢ That 
* when fuch betrayers and abandoners of that truft, which 
‘ Chit purchafed with his own blood, found good and 
« faithful curates that performed worthily the obligations 
« of the paftoral care, the incumbent fhould be faved b: 
* proxy, but be damned in perfon.’ Therefore the Bifhop 
gathered a meeting of his clergy, and in a fermon with 
which he opened it, he laid before them, both out of 
feripture and antiquity, the inftitution, the nature, and 
the duties of the minifterial employment; and after fer+ 
mon he fpoke to them largely on the fame fubje& in 
Latin, ityling them, as he always did, ¢ his brethren and 
< fellow prefbyters :” And exhorted them to reform that 
intolerable abufe, which as it brought a heavy feandal 
on the church, and gave their adverfaries great sAvantages 
againft them; fo it muft very much endanger both their 
own fouls, and the fouls of their flocks. And to let 
them fee that he would not Jay a heavy burthen on them, 
in which he would not bear his own fhare, he refolved 
to part with one of his bifhopricks. For though Ardagh 
was confidered as a ruined fee, and had long gone as an 
acceffary to Kilmore, and continues to be fo ftill; yet 
fince they were really two different fees, he thought he 
could not decently oblige his clergy to renounce their 
ploralities, unlefs ‘he fet them in example, and renounced 
his own ; even after he had been at a confiderable charge 
in recovering the patrimony of Ardab, and though he 
was fufficiently able to difcharge the duty of both thefe 
fees, they being contiguous, and fmall ; and though the 
revenue of both did not exceed a competency, yet he 
would not feem to be guilty of that which he fo feverely 
condemned in others : And therefore he refigned Ardugh 
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to Dr. Richardfon ; and fo was now only bifhop of Kil- 
more. The authority of this example, and the efficacy 
ot his difcourfe, made fuch an impreffion on his clergy, 
that they all relinquifhed their pluralities. 

‘The condemning pluralities was but half of his projet. 
‘Fhe next part of it was to oblige his clergy to refide in 
their parifhes: Fut in this he met with a great difficulty, 
K. James, upon the laft reduction of Ulfer after Tyrone’s 
rebellion, had ordered glebe-lands to be afigned to all the 
clergy: And they were obliged to build houfes upon 
them, within a limited time, but in affigning thofe glebe- 
ands, the commiffioners, that were appointed to execute 
the king’s orders, had taken no care of the conveniences 
of the clergy: For in many places thefe lands were not 
within the parith, and often they Jay not all together, 
but were divided in parcels. So he found his clergy were 
in a ftrait. For if they built houfes upon thefe glebe- 
Jands, they would be thereby forced to Jive out of their 
parithes, and it was very inconvenient for them to have 
their houfes remote from their lands. In order to 
remedy to this, the bithop, who had Jands in every parifh 
affigned him, refolved to make an exchange with them, 
and to take their glebe-lands into his own hands for more 
convenient portions of equa) value that he affigned them: 
ind that the exchange might be made upon a jut eftimate, 
fo that neither the bifhop nor the inferior clergy might 
fufter by it, he procured a commiffion from the lord 
Jieurenant for fome to examine and fettle that matter, 
which was at laft brought toa conclufion with fo univer- 
fal a fatisfaction to his whole diocefe, that, fince the 
thing could not be finally determined without a great 
feal from the king, confirming all that was done, there 
was one fent over in all their names to obtain it ; but this 
was 2 work of time, and: fo could not be finifhed in 
feveral years: And the rebellion broke out before it was 
fully conchided, 

By his cutting off pluralities there neceffarily fell many 
vacancies in his diocefe ; his care to fill thefe comes to 
be confidered in the next place. He was very ftriG in 
«xaminations before he gave orders to any. He went over 
the articles of the church of Ireland fo particularly and 
exactly, that one who was prefent at the ordination of 
him that was afterwards his arch-deacon, Mr. Thomas 
Price, reported that though he was one of the fenior 
fellows of the college of lin, when the bifhop was 
provoit; yet his-examination held two full hours: And 

when 
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when he had ended any examination, which was always 
done in the prefence of hisclergy, he defired every clergy- 
‘man that was prefent to examine the perfon further, if 
they thought that any material thing was omitted by him; 
by which a fuller difco of his temper and fufhciency 
might be made, When all was ended, he made all his 
clergy give their approbation before he would proceed to 
ordination: For he would never affume that fingly to 
himfelf, nor take the load of it wholly on his own foul. 
He took alfo great care to be well informed of the moral 
and religious qualities of thofe he ordained, as well as 
fatisfied himfelf by his examination of their capacity and 
knowledge. 

He had always a confiderable number of his clergy 
affifting him at his ordinations, and he always preached 
and adminiftered the facrament on thofe occafions him- 
felf; And he never ordained one a prefbyter, till he 
had been at leaft a year a deacon, that fo he might have a 

‘ood account of his behavior in that lower degree, before 
e raifed him higher. He Jooked upon that power of 
ordination as the moft facred part of a bifhop’s truft, and 
that in which the laws of the land had laid no fort of 
impofition on them, fo that this was entirely in their 
hands, and therefore he thought they had fo much the 
more to anfwer for teGOD on that account; and he 
weighed carefully in his thoughts the importance of thofe 
words, Lay hands fuddenly on no man, and be not a partaker 
of other men’s fins, Therefore he ufed al] the precaution 
that was poffible for him in fo important an affair. He 
was never prevailed on by any recommendations nor 
importunities to ordain any 3 as if orders had been a fort 
of freedom in a company, by which a man was to be 
enabled to hold as great a portion of the ecclefiaftical 
revenue as he could compafs, when he was thus quatitied: 
Nor would he ever ordain any without a title to a parti- 
cular flock, He remembered well the grounds he went 
on, when he refufed to pay fees for the title to his benefice 
in Suffolk, and therefore took care that thofe who were 
ordained by him, or had titles to benefices from him, might 
be put to no charge: For he wrote all the inftruments 
himfelf, and delivered them to the perfons to whom they 
belonged, out of his own hands, and adjured them in a 
very folemn manner to give nothing to any of his fer- 
vants. And, that he might hinder it all that was poffible, 
jhe waited on them always on thofe occafions to the gate of 
his houfe, that fo he might be fure that they fhould not 
give 
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give any gratification to his fervants, He thought it lay 
on him to pay them fuch convenient wages as became 
them, and not to let his clergy be burthened with his, 
fervants. And indeed the abules in that were grown ta 
fuch a pitch, that it was neceffury to corre@ them in fa 
exemplary a manner. 

His next care was to obferve the behaviour af his clergy; 
he knew the lives of churchmen had generally much more 
efficacy than their fermons, or other labors could have; 
and fo he fet himfelf much to watch over the manners of 
his clergy ; and was very fenfibly touched, when an 
Frifhman {aid once to him in open court, ¢ that the king's 
« priefts were as bad as the pope’s priefts.” ‘Thefe were 
fo grofsly ignorant, and fo openly fcandalous, both for 
drunkennefs, and all forts of lewdnefs, that this was 
indeed a very heavy reproach: Yet he was no rude nor 
morofe reformer, but confidered what the times could 
bear. He had great tendernefs for the weaknefs of his 
clergy, when he faw reafon to think otherwife well of 
them’: And he helped them out of their troubles, with 
the care and compaffion of 2 father. One of his clergy 
had two livings; but had been couzened by a gentleman 
‘of quality to farm them to him for lefs than either of 
them was worth ; and he acquainted the Bifhop with 
thist Who upon that wrote very civilly, and yet as 
became a bifhop, to the gentleman, perfuading him to 
give up the bargain: But having received a fullen and 

aughey anfwer from him, he made the minitter refign 
ap both to him ; for they belonged to his gift, and he 
provided him with another benefice, and put two other 
worthy men in thefe two churches ; and fo he put an end 
both to the gentleman’s fraudulent bargain, and to the 
churchman’s plurality. 

‘When he made his vifitations, he always preached 
himfelt, and adminiftered the facrament ; and the bufi- 
nefs of his vifitations was, what it ought truly to be, 
to obferve the fiate of his diocefe, and so Five good in- 
ftrudtions both to clergy and laity. Some flight inquiries 
were ufed to be made, and thofe chiefly for form’s fake; and 
indeed nothing was fo much minded, as that which was the 
reproach of them, the fees, that were exacted to fuch 
an intolerable degree, that they were a heavy grievance 
tothe clergy. But our Rithop reformed all thefe exceffes, 
and took nothing but what was by Jaw and cuftom efta- 
plifhed, and that was employed in entertaining the clergy: 
And when there was any oyerplus, he fent it always int 
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the prifons, for the relief of the poor. At his vifitation 
he made his clergy fit all with him, and be covered, 
whenever he himielf was covered. For he did not ap~ 
prove of the ftate, in which others of his order made 
their vifitations; nor the diftance to which they obliged 
their clergy. And he had that canon often in his mouth, 
“that a prefbyter ought not to be Jet ftand after the 
© bithop was fet.’ 

Our worthy Bifhop, in his endeavors to reform the 
church of abufes, met with immenfe oppofition from 
the chancellors of diocefes and other ecclefiattical officers 
who profited by thofe abufes. He was borne down b: 
the torrent of influence, but was never overcome in his 
purpofes, which he maintained with the firmnefs of a 
chriftian, who knew himfelf engaged in the caufe of 
GOD and truth, and was not to follow the will of man, 
but of him, who fent him to preach the gofpel. It 
muft be acknowledged, to their reproach, that the other 
bifhops did not ‘and by our Bifhop in this matter; but 
were contented to Jet him fall under cenfure, without 
interpofing in it as in a caufe of common concern: Even 
the excellent primate told him, the tide went fo 
high that he could affift him no more; for he ftood by 
him longer than any other of the order had done, But 
the Bifhop was not difheartened by this, And as he 
thanked him for affifting him fo long; fo he faid he was 
refolved, by the help of GOD, to try if he could ftand by 
himfelf, But he went home, and refolved to go on in 
his courts as he had begun, notwithftanding this cenfure. 
For he thought he was doing that which was incumbent 
on him, and he had a fpirit fo made, that he refolved to 
fuffer martyrdom, rather than fail in any thing that la 
on his confcience. But his chancellor was either advife 
by thofe that governed the ftatc, to give him no diftur- 
bance in that matter ; or was overcome by the authority 
he faw_in him, that infpired all people with reverence for 
him: For as he never called for the one hundred pound 
cofts, fo he never difturbed him any more, but named a 
furrogate, to whom he gave order to be in all things 
ob{ervant of the Bifhop, and obedient to him: So it 
feems, that though it was thought ft to keep up the 
anthority of the lay chancellors over Drclund, and not ta 
fuffer this Bifhop’s praétice to pafs into a precedent ; yet 
order was given under hand to Set him go on as he had 
begun; and his chancellor had fo great a valuc for him, 
that, many years after this, he told my Author, that he 
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thought there was not fuch a man on the face of the 
earth as bithop Bedelf was; that he was too hard for all 
the civilians in Jrclend, and that if he had not been borne 
down by mere force, he had overthrown the confif- 
torial courts, and had recovered the epifcopal jurifdic- 
tion out of the chancellor’s hands. But now that he went 
on undifturbed in his epifcopal court he made ufe of it as 
became him, aud not as an engine to raile his power and 
dominion ; but confidering that all church power was for 
edification, and not for deftru€tion, he both difpenfed 
that juftice that belonged to his courts equally and fpee- 
dily, and cut off many fees and much expence, which 
made them be formerly fo odious; and alfo when fean- 
dalous perfons were brought before him to he cenfured, 
he confidered that church-cenfures ought not to be like 
the aéts of tyrants, that punifh out of revenge, but like 
the difcipline of parents, that correét in order to the 
amendment of their children ; So he ftudied chiefly to 
beget in all offenders a true fenfe of their fins. Many 
of the Jri/h prietts were brought often into his courts for 
their lewdnefs; and upon that he took occafion, with 
great mildnefs and without fcoffing or infultings, to 
make them fenfible of that tyrannical impofition in their 
¢hurch, in denying their priefts leave to marry, which 
‘vecafioned fo much impurity among them ; and this had 
a good effect on fome, 

Lhis leads me to another part of his character, that 
smuft reprefent the care he took of the natives; he obfer- 
ved with much regret that the Englifs had all along 
negle&ted the , as 2 nation not only conquered but 
undifciplineable: And that the clergy had featce confi- 
dered them asa part of their charge, but had left them 
wholly into the hands of their own priefts, without taking 
any other care of them, but the making them pay their 
tythes. And indeed their priefts were a ftrange fort of 
people, that knew generally nothing but the reading their 
offices, which were not fo much as underftood by many 
of them: And they taught the people nothing but the 
faying their paters and aves in Latin, So that the ftate 
both of the clergy and laity was fuch, that it could not 
but raif great compaflion in a man that had fo tender a 
fenfe of the value of fouls: Therefore he refolved to fet 
about that apoftolical work of converting the natives with 
the zeal and care that fo great an undertaking required. 
He knew the gaining on fome of the more knowing of 
their priefts was like to be the quickeft way ; for by their 
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means he hoped to fpread the knowledge of the reformed 
religion among the natives; or rather of the chriftian 
religion, to Speak more ftrily, For they had no fort of 
notion of chriftianity, but only knew that they were to 
depend upon their priefts, and were to confels fuch of 
their aétions, as they call fins, to them; and were to 
pay them tythes, 

The Bifhop prevailed on feveral priefts to’change, and 
he was fo well fatisfied with the truth of their converfion, 
that he provided fome of them to ecclefiaftical benefices = 
which was thought a ftrange thing, and was cenfured hy 
many, as contrary to the intereft of the Engii/b nation. 
For it was believed that all thofe Zri/> converts were ftill 
papifts at heart, and might be fo much the more dange- 
rous, than otherwile, by that difguife which the ad 
put on. But he on the other hand confidered chiefly the 
duty of a chriftian bifhop: He alfo thought the true in- 
tereft of England was to gain the Jri/b to the knowledge 
of religion, and to bring them by the means of that, 
which only turns the heart, to love the Zngii/h nation + 
And fo he judged the wifdom of that courfe was appa» 
rent, as well as the piety of it; fince fuch as changed 
their religion would become thereby fo odious to their 
own clergy, that this would provoke them to further 
degrees of zeal in gaining others to come over after 
them : And he took great care to work in thofe, whom he 
trufted with the care of fouls, a full conviétion of the 
truth of religion, and a deep fenfe of the importance of 
it. And in this he was fo happy, that of all the converts 
that he had raifed to benefices, there was but one only 
that fell hack, when the rebellion broke out: And he 
not only apoftatized, but both plundered and killed the 
Englifh among the firft, But no wonder if one murderer 
‘was among our Bifhop’s converts, fince there was a trai~ 
tor among the twelve that followed our Saviour. There 
was a convent of fryars very near him, on whom he took 
much pains, with very good fuccefs, That he might 
furnifh his converts with the means of inftrnGing others, 
he made a fhort catechifm to be printed in. one fheet, 
being Engli/h on the one page, and Jrifo on the other 5 
which contained the elements, and moft neceffary things 
of the chriftian religion, together with fome forms of 
prayer, and fome of the moft inftru@ting and edifying 

aflages of fcripture: This he fent about all over his 
diocefe; and it was received with great joy, by many 
of the Jri/o, who feemed to be hungering and thirfting 
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after righteoufnefs, and received this beginning of know- 
ledge fo well, that it gave a good encouragement to hope 
well upon further endeavors. 

The Bithop alfo fet himfelf to learn the Frio 
tongue; and though it was too Jate for a man of his 
years to learn to fpeak it, yet he came to underftand it 
to fuch a degree, as to compofe a complete grammar of 
it, (which was the firft that ever was made, as it is 
Said) and to be a critic in it: He alfo had common 
prayer read in Ji/h every Sunday in his cathedral for the 
benefit of the converts he had made, and was always 
prefent at it himfelf, and he engaged all his clergy to fet 
up {chools in their parifhes : For there were fo very few 
bred to read or write, that this obftructed the converfion 
of the nation very much, The New Te/lament and the 
book of Common Prayer were already put in the Jrifb 
tongue ; but he refolved to have the whole Bible, the 
Old Teflament as well as the New, put alfo into the hands 
of the Zrifh; and therefore he labored much to find out 
one that underftood the Janguage fo well that he might 
be employed in fo facred a work: And by the advice of 
the primate, and feveral other eminent perfons, he pitched 
onone King, that had been converted many years before, 
and was believed to he the eleganteft writer of the Lifs 
tongue then alive, both for profe and poetry. He was 
then about feventy, but notwithftanding his age and the 
difadvantages of tis education, yet the Bifhop thought 
him not only capable of this employment, but qualified 
for an higher character ; therefore he put him in orders, 
and gave him a benefice in his diocefe, and fet him to 
work, in order to the tranflating the Bible: Which, he 
was to do from the Englifa tranflation ; fince there were 
none of the nation to be found that knew any thing of 
the originals. The Bithop fet himfelf fo much to the 
revifing this work, that always after dinner or fapper he 
read over a chapter ; and as he compared the Jri/b tranfla- 
tion with the Engli/b, fo he compared the Engli/> with 
the Hebrew and the feventy interpreters, or with Dicdati’s 
Ztalian tranflation, which he valued highly ; and he cor- 
reéted the Jrifa where he found the Engli/s tranflators 
had failed. : 

He thought the ufe of the feriptures was the only way 
to let the knowledge of religion in among the aS 
it had firft Jet the reformation into the other parts of 
Europe: And he ufed to tell a paffage of a fermon that he 
heard Fulgentio preach at Venice, with which he was much 
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pleafed: Tt was on thefe words of Chriff, Have ye not 
read? And fo he took occafion to tell the auditory, 
that if Cbriff were now to aik this queftion, Have ye not 
read ? all the anfwer they could make to it, was, No, 
for they were not fuffered to do it, Upon whichhe taxed 
with great zeal the reftraint put on the ufe of the fcrip- 
tures, by the fee of Rome. This was not unlike what 
the fame perfon delivered in another fermon preaching 
upon Pijaté’s queftion, hat is truth ? He told them 
at faft after many fearches he had found it out, and held 
out a New Teflament, and faid, there it was in his hand, 
but then be put it in his pocket, and faid coldly, ¢ but 
“the book is prohibited ;’ which was fo fuited to the 
Jtalian genius, that it took mightily with the auditory. 
‘The Bifhop bad obferved that, in the primitive times, as 
foon as nations, how barbarous foever they were, began 
to receive the chriftian religion, they had the feriptures 
tranflated into their vulgar tongues : And that all people 
were exhorted to ftudy them. But he had great oppofi- 
tion in this bufinefs, where he had reafon to expect moft 
affiftance: And the great rebellion breaking out in Ireland 
foon afterwards fruftrated our good Bifhop’s defign, Yet 
notwithftanding this rebellion, the manufcript of the 
tranflation of the Bible efcaped the ftorm, and falling 
into good hands, was printed at the charge of that 
chriftian philofopher Mr. Bayle, who as he reprinted 
"pon his own charge the New Toflament, fo he very 
i earfully went into a propofition for reprinting the 

Nd. 

But to go on with the concerns of our Bifhop, as he 
had great zeal for the purity of the chriftian religion in 
oppofition to the corruptions of the church of Rome; fo 
he was very moderate in all other matters, that were not 
of fuch importance. He was a great fupporter of Mr. 
Dury’s defign of reconciling the Lutherans and the Cal- 
vinifis; and as he directed him by many learned and 
prudent letters, that he wrote to him on that fabject, 
fo he allowed him twenty pounds a year in order to the 
difcharging the expence of that negotiation ; which he 
paid pondtmally to his correfpondent at London. And 
it appeared by his managing of a bufinefs that fell out in 
Areland, that if all, that were concerned in that matter, 
had been bleft with fach an underftanding, and fuch a 
temper as he had, there had been no reafon to have 
defpaired of it, 
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‘There came a company of Lutherans to Dublin, who 
were afraid of joining in communion with the church of 
Freland, and when they were cited to anfwer for it to the 
archbifhop’s confiftory, they defired fome time might be 
granted them for confulting their divines in Germany: 
And at laft letters were brought from thence concerning 
their exceptions to communion with that church ; hecauie 
the prefence of Chriff in the facrament was not explained 
in foch a manner, as agreed with their doétrine. The 
archbifhop of Dydlin fent thefe to our Bifhop, that he 
might anfwer them ; and upon that he wrote fo learned 
and fo full an anfwer to all their objections, and ex- 
plained the matter fo clearly, that when this was feen by 
the German divines, it gave them fuch entire fatisfaction, 
that upon it they advifed their countrymen to join in 
communion with the church. 

Bithop Bedell was exaétly conformable to the forms 
and rules of the church ; he went conftantly to common 
prayer in his cathedral, and often read it himfelf, and 
affiited in it always, with great reverence and affection, 
He preached conftantly twice a Sunday in his cathedral 
on the epiftles and gofpels for the day; and catechifed 
always in the afternoon before fermon; and he preached 
always twice a year before the judges, when they made 
the circuit. His voice was low and mournful, but as 
his matter was excellent, fo there was a gravity in his 
Jooks and behavior that ftruck his auditors. hen he 
came into church, it appeared in the compofed manner 
of his behavior, that he obferved the rule given by the 
preacher, of keeping bis feet when be went into the houfe of 
GOD ; but he was not to be wrought on by the greatnels 
of any man, or by the authority of any perfon’s exam-~ 
ple to go out of his own way 5 though he could not 
but know that fuch things were then much obferved, and. 
meafures were taken of men by thefe little diftinctions, 
in which it was thought that the zeal of conformity dif- 
covered itfelf. 

He preached very often in his epifcopal habit, but not 
always, and ufed it feldom in the afternoon; nor did he 
Tove the pomp of a choir, nor inftrumental mufic ; which 
he thought filled the ear with too much pleafure, and 
carried away the mind from the ferious attention to the 
matter, which is indeed the finging with grace in the 
heart, and the inward melody with which GOD is chiefly 

leafed. And when another bifhop juftified thefe things, 
aufe they ferved much to saife the affeGtions ; he an~ 
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fwered, ‘that in order to the raifing the affections, thofe 
“© things that tended to edification ought only to be 
*¢ yfed :” And thought it would be difficult otherwife to 
make ftops; for upon the fame pretence an infinity of 
rites might be brought in. And the fenfe he had of 
the exceifes of fuperitition, from what he had obferved 
during his long ftay in Jtaly, made him judge it necel- 
fary to watch carefully againft the beginnings of that 
difeafe, which is like a green ficknefs in religion. 

He never uled the common prayer in his family ; for 
he thought it was intended to be the folema worthip of 
chriftians in their public affemblies, and that it was not 
fo proper for private families, 

So far I have profecuted the relation of his moft exem- 
plary difcharge of his epifcopal funétion ; referving what 
is more perfonal and particular to the end where I 
fhall give his chara@ter, I now come to the conclufion 
of his life, which was indeed fuitable to all that had gone 
before. But here I muit open one of the bloodieit {cenes, 
that the fun ever fhone upon, and reprefent a nation all 
covered with blood, that was in full peace, under no 
fears nor apprehenfions, enjoying great plenty, and undec 
an eafy yoke, under no oppreffion in civil matters, nor 
perfecution upon the account of religion ; For the bifhops 
and priefts of the Roman communion enjoyed not only am 
impunity, but were almoft as public in the ufe of their 
religion, as others were in that which was eftablifhed by 
Jaw; fo that they wanted nothing but empire, and a 
power to deftroy all that differed from them. And yet 
on a fudden this happy land was turned to be a field of 
blood. Their bifhops refolved in one particular to fulfill 
the obligation of the oath they took at their confecration 
of perfecuting all heretics to the utmoff of thcir por and 
their priefts, that had their breeding in Spaix, had brought 
over from thence the true fpirit of their religion, which 
is ever breathing cruelty, together with a tindture of 
the Spanish temper, that had appeared in the conqueft 
wef the Weff-Indies, and fo they thought a maffacre was 
the fureft way to work, and intended that the natives of 
Ireland hould vie with the Spaniards for what they had 
done in America. 

The conjuncture feemed favorable; for the whole ifle 
of Britain was fo embroiled, that they reckoned they 
Should be able to mafter Jreland, bebore any forces 
could be fent over to check the progrefs of their 
butchery. The earl of Strafford had left Ireland fome 
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confiderable time before this. The parliament of Eng- 
land was rifling very high againft the king ; and thoagh 
the king was then gone to Scotland, it was rather for 2 
prefent quieting of things that he gave up all to them, 
than that he gained them to his fervice. So they Jaid 
hold of this conjunéture, to infufe it into the people, 
that this was the proper time for them to recover their 
antient liberty, and fhake off the Englifo yoke, and to 
poflefs themfelves of thofe eftates that had’ belonged to 
their anceftors : And to fuch as had.fome reits of duty 
to the king it was given out, that what they were about 
was warranted by his authority, and for his fervice. A 
fea] was cut from another charter, and put to a forged 
commiffion, giving warrant to what they were going 
about. And becaufe the king was then in Scotland, they 
made ufe of a Scotch feal. They alfo pretended that the 
parliaments of both kingdoms being either in rebellion 
againfi the king, or very near it, that the Engli/b of 
Gieland would be generally in the intereft of the Engiifb 
parliament ; fo that it was faid, that they could not ferve 
the king better than by making themfelves mafters in 
Treland, and then declaring for the king againft his other 
rebellious fubjects. 

Thefe things took univerfally with the whole nation ; 
and the con{piracy was cemented by many oaths and fa~ 
craments, and in conclufion all things were found to be 
fo ripe that the day was fet, in which they fhould every 
where break out; and the caftle of Dublin being then 
as well ftored with a great magazine, which the earl of 
Strafford had laid ap for the ariny, that he intended to 
have carried into Scotland, had not the pacification pre- 
vented it, as it was weakly kept by a few carelefs war- 
ders; who might have been eafily furprized : It was 
refolved that they fhould feize on it, which would have 
farnifhed them with arms and ammunition, and have put 
the metropolis, and very probably the whole ifland into 
their hands. But, though this was fo well laid, thar 
the execution could not have miffed, in all human ap- 
pearance; and though it was kept fo fecret, that there 
was not the leaft fafpicion of any defign on foot, till the 
night before, and then one that was among the chief of 
the managers of it, out of kindnefs to an fi/Aman, that 
was become a proteftant, communicated the project to 
him: The other went and difcovered it to the lords 
juftices ; and by this means not only the caftle of Dublin 
was preferved, but in effe&t freland was faved. For in 
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Dublin there was both a fhelter for fuch, as were ftripped 
and turned out of all they had, to fly to, and a place of 
rendezvous, where they, that efcaped before the form 
had reached to them, met to confult about their pre~ 
fervation, 

But though Dublin was thus fecured, the reft of the 
Engligh and Scotch in Ireland, particularly in Ujfier, fell 
into the hands of thofe mercilefs men, who reckoned it no 
{mall piece of mercy, when they ftripped people naked, 
and let them go with their lives. But the vaft numbers that 
were butchered by them, which one of their own writers 
in a difcourfe that he printed fome years after, in order 
to the animating them to go on, boafts to have exceeded 
two hundred thoufand, and the barbarous cruelties they 
ufed in murthering them, are things of fo dreadful 2 
nature, that 1 cannot eafily go on with fo difmal a nar- 
rative, but muft leave it to the hiftorians. 

I fhall fay no more of it than what concerns our 
Bifhop: It may be eafily imagined how much he was 
ftruck with that fearful ftorm, that was breaking on 
avery hand of him, though it did not yet break in upon 
himielf. ‘There feemed to be a fecret guard about his 
houfe: For though there was nothing but fire, blood 
and defolation round about him; yet the Jri/b were fo 
reftrained, as by fome hidden power, that they did him 
no harm for many weeks: His honfe was in no condition 
to make any refiftance, fo that it was not any apprehen- 
fion of the oppofition that might be made them, that 
bound them up. Great numbers of his neighbors had 
alfo fled to him for fhelter: He received all that came, 
and fhared every thing he had fo with them, that all 
things were common among them; and now that they 
had noche to expect from men, he invited them all to 
turn with him to GOD, and to prepare for that death, 
which they had reafon to look for every day; fo that 
they fpent their time in prayers and fafting, which lait 
was now like to be impofed on them by neceffity. The 
rebels expreffed their efteem for him in fuch 2 manner 
that he had reafon to afcribe it wholly to that over-ruling 
power, that ftills the raging of the feas, and the tumult 
of the people : They feemed to be overcome with his ex- 
emplary converfation among them, and with the ten- 
dernefs and charity that he had upon all occafions expref- 
Sed for them; and they often faid, he fhould be the laft 
Englifoman that fhould be pat out af Irelands 
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He was the only Exglifhman in the whole county of 
Cavan that was fuftered to live in bis own houfe without 
difturbance ; not only his houfe, and all the out-build- 
ings, hut the church and church-yard were full of 
people; and many, that a few days before lived in great 
eafe and much plenty, werc now glad of a heap of ftraw 
or hay to lay upon, and of fome boiled wheat to fupport 
natuie ; and were every day expecting when thofe 
fwords, that had, according to the prophetic phrafe, dra 
‘o much blood, fhould likewife be fatiated with theirs 
id now eat the bread of forrow, and mingled their 
cups with their tears. The Bifhop continued to encou- 
rage them to truft in GOD, and in order to that, he 
preached to them the firit Lord's-day after this tevrible 
calamity had brought them about him, on the third Pfam, 
which was penned by Dovid when there was a general 
in{urrection of the people againft him under his unnatural 
fon Abfalom 3 and he applied it all to their condition. 
He had a doleful affembly before him, an auditory all 
melting in tears: It requires a foul of an equal elevation 
to his, to magine how fe raifed up their fpirits, when he 
fpake to them thefe words, But thou, O Lord, art a fhicld 
fir me, my glory, and she lifter up of my bead. I laid me 
dwn and flept: I awakcd, for the Lord fuftained me. I 
will not be afraid of ten thoufands of the people, that haze fet 
themfelues againf? me, round about, And to the conclufion 
of the pfalm, Susvation belangeth unto the Lord : Thy blefing 
is upon thy pesplee The next Lsrd’s-day, hearing of the 
fcofings, as wellas the cruelty, of the Ji, he preached 
on thele words in Micah, Rejoice not againfi me, O mine 
enemy: When I fall, I foall avifes when I fit in darknofi, 
the "Lord 1 fhall be a light unto me. I will beer the indignation 
of the Lord, becaufe L have finned againft him, untill he plead 
amy caufe, end execute judgement for me: he will bring me 
forth ta the light, and £ hall bebold his righteoufnefs. ‘Then 
“Poe that is mine enemy fhall fee it, and foame fhall cover ber 
which faid unto me, Where ts the Lord thy GOD ? By thefe 
means, and through the bleflings of GOD upon’ them, 
they encouraged themfelves in GOD, and were prepared 
for the worft that their encmies could do to them. 

While thefe things were in agitation, the tirular bifhop 
of Kilmore came to Cavan; his name was Swincy, he was 
like his name, for he often wallowed in his own vomit. 
He had a brother, whom the Bifhov had converted, and 
had entertained him in his houfe, till he feund out a way 
of fabfiftence for him. He pretended that he came only 
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to proteét the Bithop, fo he defired to be admitted to 
lodge in his houfe, and affured him that he would preterve 
him. Bur the Bifbop, heariag of this, wrote a Setter in 
Latin to him ; and is indeed a ityle fit for one of the inoft 
eloquent of the Roman authors*, 

This letter commends itfelf fo much, that T necd fay 
nothing but with my Reader to fee where he can find fuch 
another, wrote on fuch an occafion, with fo much fpirit, 
as well as piety and difcretion: It was the laft he ever 
wrote, ‘and was indeed a conclufion we}l becoming fuch a 


* The following is a tranflation of it. 
«* Reverend Brother, 








« LAM fenfible of your 'Y in offering to protc& me hy your 
© prefence in che midft of this tumult; and upon the like occafi 
* would not be wanting to do the like charitable office to 
there are many thiege that hinder me from making ufe of 
you now offer me, My houfe is firait, and there is a great number 
of miferable pople of ail ranks, ages, and of both fexca, that have 
fled hither as to a fanétuary ; befidles that fome of them are fick, 
among whom my own fon is one, Bur that which is beyond all the 
reft, is tha diff. sence of our way of worthip ; I do not fiy of our 
religion, for T have ever thought, and have publithed it in my 
‘ings, that we have one common chriftan religion. Under our 
prefent mileries we comfort our felves with the reading of the holy 
feriptures, with daily prayers, which we offer up to GOD in our 
vulgar tungue, and with the finging of pfilms ; and fince we find 
fo little truth among men, we rely on the tcath of GOD, and on 
his affittance. ‘Thefs things would offend your company, if not 
your felf; nor could others be hindered, who would pretend tht 
they came to sce you, if you were among us; and under that colour 
thefe wurtherers would break in upon us, who, after they have 
robbed us of all chet belongs to us, would in conclufion think they 
id GOD good fervice by our flaghter. For my own part, Lam 
refolved to trult to the divine protcétion. ‘Io a chriltian, and a 
ithop, that is now almoft jeventy, no death for the caule of Chri 
can be bitter; On the con‘rary, nothing is more deGreable. And 
though I afk nothing for myftlf alone, yet if you will require the 
people under an axathuma, not to do any other ads of violence to 
thole whom they Lave f» olten beaten, Spoiled and ftripr, it will be 
both acceptable to GOD, honourable to your elt, and happy to the 
people if they obey you: But if not, confider that GOD will 
remember ail that is now done: To whom, reverend brotha, I do 
heartily commend you. 





























* Your's in Chrift, 
Nosember 2. 1643. «© Wout, Kicmons.” 
Endoifed thes, 
To my Reverend and Loving Brother, 


> Savas 
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pen. It had at that time fome effect, for the Romf/h bifhop. 
gave him no further difturbance till about five weeks after 
this, fo that from the twenty-third of Ofsber, which’ was 
the difmal day in which the rebellion broke out, till the 
eighteenth of December following, he, together with all 
that were within his walls, enjoyed fuch quiet, that if it 
Was not in all points a miracle, it was not far from one; 
and it feemed to be an accomplifhment of thofe words, 
A thoufand foall fall on thy fide, and ten thoufand at thy right 
Band; but it fhall not come nigh thee: There fhall no evil 
Befail thee; for be fhall give bis angels charge ever thets 

While this good man was now every day waiting for his 
erown, the rebels fent to him, defiring him to difmifs 
the company that was about him ; but he refufed to obe 
their cruel order, and he refolved to live and die wit! 
them ; and would much more willingly have offered him- 
felf to have died for them, than have accepted of any 
favor for himfelf, from which they fhould be fhut out, 
And when they fent hin word, that though they loved 
‘and honored him beyond all the Engéifo that ever came 
jnto Ire‘and, becaufe he had never done wrong to any, 
but gond to many ; yet they had received orders from the 
eouncil of ftate at Kilkenny, ‘that had affumed the govern- 
ment of the rebels, that if he would not put away the 

eople, that had guthered about him, they fhould take 
fim from them ; he faid no more, but in the words of 
David and St. Paul, Here I am, the Lord do unto me as 
feems good to him; the will of the Lord be done: So on the 
eighteenth of December they came and feized on him, 
and on all that belonged to him, and carried him, and 
his two fons, and Mr. Clogy, prifoners to the caitle of 
Lechwater, the only place of ftrength in the whole county. 
It was a little tower in the midft of a Iake, about a muf- 
quet fhot from any fhore: And though there had been a 
little ifland about it antiently, yet the water had fo gained 
on it, that there was not a foot of ground above water, 
but only the tower itfelf. 

They fuffered the prifoners to carry nothing with 
them; for the titular bifhop took poffefion of all that 
belonged to the Bifhop, and faid mafs the next Lord’s-day 
in the church, They fet the Bifhop on horfeback, and 
made the other prifoners go on foot by him: And thus 
de was lodged in this caftle, which was a moft miferable 
dwelling. “The caftle had been in the hands of one Mr. 
Cullum, who, as he had the keeping of the fort trufted to 
him, fe he had a good allowance for a magazine to be laid 
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up in it, for the defence of the country: But he had 
not a pound of powder, nor one fixed mufquet in it, 
and he fell under the juft punifhment of the negleé& of 
his truft, for he was taken the firit day of the rebellion, 
and was himfelf made a prifoner here. ‘All but the Bifhop 
were at firft clapt into irons, for the Jri/b, who were per- 
petually drank, were afraid left they fhould feize both 
on them and on the caftle. Yet it pleafed GOD fo far 
to abate their fury, that they took off their irons, and 
gave them no difturbance in the worfhip of GOD, which 
‘was now all the comfort that was left them. 

‘The houfe was extremely open to the weather, and 
ruinous: And as the place was bare and expofed, fo that 
winter was very feyere; which was a great addition ta 
the mifery of thofe that the rebels had ftripped naked, leav~ 
ing to many not fo much as a garment to cover their 
nakedne(s. But it pleafed GOD to bring another prifoner’ 
to the fame dungeon, that was of great ufe to them, 
one Richard Caftledine, who had come over a poor cat- 
penter to Jreland with nothing but his tools on his back, 
and was firft employed by one Sir Richard Waldron in 
the carpentry work of a caftle, that he was building in 
the parith of Cavan: But Sir Richard wating his eftate 
before he had finifhed his houfe, and afterwards leaving 
Ireland, GOD had fo blett the induftry of this Ca/fledine, 
during thirty years labor, that he bought this eftate, 
and faving only daughters, he married one of them, 
out of gratitude, to Sir Richard’s youngeft fon, to whom 
he intended to have given the eftate that was his father’s: 
He was a man of great virtue, and abounded in good 
works, as well as ia exemplary piety : He was fo good 
a hufband that the /ri/b believed he was very rich; fo 
they preferved him, hoping to draw a great deal of money 
from him: He being brought to this miferable prifon, 
got fome tools and old boards, and fitted them up as 
well as was poffible, to keep out the weather. 

‘The keepers of the prifon brought their prifoners 
abundance of provifion, but left them to drefs it for 
themfelves ; which they that knew little what belonged 
to cookery were glad to do in fuch a manner as might 
preferve their lives ; and were all of them much fupported 
in their fpirits, ‘They did not fuffer as evil doers, and 
they were not ashamed of the crofs of Chri; but res 
joiced in GOD in the midét of their afflidtions ; and the 
old Bithop took joyfully the {poiling of his goods, and 
the reitraint of his perfon, comforting himfelf in this 
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that thefe light alictions would quickly work for him a 
far more exceeding and cternal weight of glory. 

‘The day after his imprifonment, being the Lord’s-day, 
he preached to his little flock on the epiftle for the day, 
which fet before them the pattern of the humility and 
futferings of Chri; and on Chriffmas-day he preached 
on Gal. iv. 4, 5. and adminiftered the facrament to the 
fal} congregation about him ; their keepers having 
been fo charitable as to furnifh them with bread and 
wine. And on the twenty-fixth of December Mr. Hf iltiam 
Redcll, the bithop’s eldeft fon, preached on St. Stephen’ 
fat words, which aiforded proper matter for their medi 
tation, who were every day in expe&ation when they 
fhould be put to give fuch a teftimony of their faith, as 
that firft martyr had done: And on the fecond of Fa- 
uuery, Which was the Jait Sxiday of their imprifonment, 
Mr. Chgy preached on 3: Re ii. 32, 33) 34. Daring 
all their religious exercifes, their keepers never gave 
them any difturbance ; and indeed they carried fo gentl. 
towards them, that their natures feemed to be fo much 
changed, that it looked like a fecond ftopping the mouths 
of lions. They often told the Bifhop, that they had no 

erfonil quarrel to him, and no other caufe to be fo 
fevere to him, but becaufe he was an Englifiman. 

But while he was in this difmal prifon, fome of the 
Scots of that county, that had retired to two houfes, that 
were ftrong enough to refitt thing but cannon, and 
were cotnmanded by Sir Creig, Sir Francis Humil- 
ton, and Sir Arthur Forker, afterwards lord Granard, tind- 
ing themfelves like to fuifer more by hunger, than by 
the fiege that was Jaid to them, made fo refolute a fafly 
upon the Jr that they killed feveral, took fome pri- 
foners, and difperfed the reft, fo that many months paffed 
before they offered to befiege them any more, Among 
their prifeners four were men of confiderable intereft ; fo 
they treated an exchunge of them for the Bifhop, with 
his two fons and Mr. Clogy; which was concluded, and 
the prifoners were delivered on both fides on the feven- 
teenth of January: But though the ZJr/b. promifed to 
fuffer the Difhop with the other three to go fafe to 
Dublin, yet they would not let them go out of the 
country, but intended to make further advantage by 
having them ftil] among them; and fo thev were fuf- 
fered to go the houle of an Jrifb minifter, Denes O'She- 
reden, to whom fome refpect was fhewed, by realon of 
his extraction, though he had forfaken their religion, 
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and had married an Exglifh woman: He continued firm 
in his religion, aid relieved many in their extremity. 
Here the Bishop {pent the few remaining days of his 
pilgrimage, having his fatter end fo full in view, that 
he feemed dead to the world and every thing in it, and 
to be hafting tor the coming of the day of GOD. During 
the laft fabbaths of his life, though there were three 
minifters prefent, he read ail the prayers and leffons him- 
felf, and likewife preached on al! thofe days. 

On the ninth of Fenvary he preached on the whole 
forty-fourth Pfalm, being the firft of the pfatms appointed 
for that day, and very fuitable to the miferies the Engi 
were then in, who were killed all day long, as fhee i 
ted for flaughter. Next fabbath, which was the fixteenth, 
he preached on the feventy-ninth Palm, the firit pfaim 
for the day, which rens much on the like. argument, 
when the temple was detiled, and Ferufalem was faid on 
heaps, and the dead hodies of GO3)’s fervants were given 
to be meat to the fowls of heaven, and their fleth to 
the beafts of the earth, and their blood was fhed like 
water, and there was none to bury them. Their condi- 
tion being to like one another, it was very proper to 
put vp that prayer, O remember nat againjt us former 
iniquitics: Let thy tender mercies fpeedily prevent uy for we 
are brought very low. Together with the other, Let the 
Jighing of the prifaners come before thee ; according to the great~ 
nels of thy power, preferve thon thofe that are appointed to 
die, “On the twenty-third he preached on the Jaft ten 
verfes of the feventy-firft Pfalm, obferving the great fit- 
nefs that was in them to exvrefs his preient condition, 
efpecially in thefe words, O GOD, thou laff taught me 
from my youth, and hitherto have I declared iby wonderous 
works: Now alfo when Iam old, and grey beaded, forfake 
me not. And on the thirtieth, which was the taft Lord’s- 
day in which he had ftrength enongh to preach, he 
preached on the hundred and forty-fourth Pfam, the firft 
appointed for that day, and when he came to the words 
in the feventh-verfe, which are alfo repeated in the ele~ 
venth verfe, Send thine hand from above, rid me and deliver 
me cut of great waters, from the hand of firange children, 
whofe mouth fpeaketh vanity, and whofe reght hand is a right 
band of faljtord. We repeated them again. and again, 
with fo ‘much zeal and affection, that_it appeared how 
spuch he was hafting to the day of GOD, and that his 
heart was crying out, Come, Lord Felis, come quick'y: How 
dong, bow long! And -he dwelt fo long upon them, with 
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«< waters, and fhall wipe away all tears from their 
« eyes. 

© Chate rather with A4ofes to faffer affiGtion with the 
‘© people of GOD, than to enjoy the pleafures of fin for 
¢¢ a feafon; which will be bitternefs in the latter end. 
** Look therefore for fufferings, and to be daily made 
« partakers of the fufferings of Cbrif, to fill up that 
“© which is behind of the affliction of Chrif in your flefh 
«© for his body’s fake, which is the church, t can 
* you look for, but one woe after another, while the 
* man of fin is thus fuffered to rage, and to make havock 
“© of GOD’s people at his pleafure, while men are divi+ 
*¢ ded about trifles, that ought to have been more vigi- 
«¢ Jant over us, and careful of thofe, whofe blood is pre- 
“© cious in GOD's fight, though now fhed every where 
“ like water? If ye fuffer for righteoufnefs fake, happy 
“© are bh be not afraid of their terror, neither be ye 
“6 troubled; and be in nothing terrified by your adver- 
4 faries; which is to them an evident token of perdition, 
“© but to you of falvation, and that of GOD. For to 
you is given in the behalf of Chrif, not only to believe 
“on him, but alfo to fuffer for his fake. Rejoice 
‘* therefore in as much as ye are partakers of Chrif's 
“ fufferings, that when his glory fhall be revealed, hd 
“ may be glad alfo with exceeding joy. And if ye be 
*¢ reproached for the name of Chri, happy ate ye: The 
«$ fpirit of glory, and of Chrif, refteth on you. On 
‘© their part he is evil {poken of, but on your part he 
&€ is glorified, 

« GOD will furely vifit you in due time, and return 
* your captivity as the rivers of the South, and bring 
“$ you back again into your poffeffion in this land: 
«« Though now for a feafon (if need be) ye are in heavi- 
« nefé through manifold temptations; yet ye hall reap in 
¢* joy, though now ye fow in tears: All our loffes fhall 
© be recompenfed with abundant advantages, for my 
& GOD will fupply all your need, according to his 
© yiches in glory by efits Chrifi, who is able to do 
«§ exceeding abundantly for us, above all that we are 
«§ able to afk or think.’ 

After that he bieffed his children, and thofe that ftood 
about him, in an audible voice, in thefe words. ““ GOD 
** of his infinite mercy blefs you all, and prefent you 
holy, and unblameable, and unreproveable in his fight, 
* that we may meet together at the right hand of our 
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« bleffed Saviour Fefus Chrif, with joy unfpeakable and 
« and full of glory, Amen.” To which he added thefe 
words, “ [have fought a good fight, I have finithed the 
« courfe of my ministry and life together. Though 
grievous wolves have entered in among us, not {pariny 
the flock ; yet I trnft the great fhepherd of his floc 
«6 will fave and deliver them out of all places, where 
« they have been {cattered in this cloudy and dark day; 
*¢ that they fhall be no more a prey to the heathen, 
‘© neither fhall the beafts of the land devour them ; but 
« they fhall dwell fafely, and none fhall make them 
“ afraid. O Lord, I have waited for thy falvation.” 
And, after a little interval, he faid, ‘* I have kept the 
« faith once given to the faints; for the which caufe I 
“ have alfo fuffered thefe things ; but I am not afhamed, 
«6 for I know whom I have believed, and I am perfuaded 
* that he is able to keep that which I have committed 
“ to him dgainft that or 
After this time he fpoke little; for as his ficknefs 
encreafed, his fpeech failed, and he flumbered out moft of 
the time, only between whiles it appeared that he was 
chearfully waiting for his change; which at laft camé 
about midnight on the feventh of February, that he fell 
afleep in the Lord, and entered into his reft, and ob- 
tained his crown, which in fome fort was a crown of 
martyrdom ; for no doubt the fad weight of forrow, 
that lay upon his mind, and his ill ufage in his imprifon- 
ment, had much haftened his death: And hg fuffered 
more in his mind by what he had lived to hear and fee 
in the laft fifteen weeks of his life, than he could have done, 
if he had fallen by the fword, among the firft of thofe 
that felt the rage of the Jri/h, His friends went about 
his burying; and fince that could not be obtained, but 
by the new intruding bifhop’s leave, Mr, Clogy and Mr, 
Shereden went to afk it, and Mr. Diflon was prevailed 
with by his wife, to go and fecond their defire. They 
found the bifhop lying in his own vomit, and faw a fad 
change in that houfe, which was before a houfe of prayer, 
and of good works; but was now a den of thieves, and a 
neft of uncleannefs. The bifhop, when he was awakened 
out of his- drunkennefs, excepted a little to it, and faid, 
the church-yard was holy ground, and was no more to 
be defiled with heretics’ bodies; yet he confented to it at 
jaft. So on the ninth of February he was buried accord- 
ing to the dire€tion himfelf had given, next his wife’e 
cofin, The Jrjf> did hiss hated honors at his burial, 
2 for 
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for the chief of the rebels gathered their forces together, 
and with them accompanied his body from Mr. Shereden’s 
houfe to the church-yard of Kilmore, in great folermnity, 
and they defired Mr. Clogy to bury him according to the 
office prefcribed by the church; but though the gentle- 
-men were {o civil as to offer jt, yet it was not thought 
advifeahls to pravoke the rabble fo much, as perhaps that 
might have done; fo it was paft over. But the Jrifb 
Aifcharged a volley of thot at his interment, and cried 
wut in Latin, Requiefeat in pace ultimus Anglorum, May 
ghe laft of the Englifb refi in peace: For they had often 
faid, That as they efteemed him the beft of the Englifh 
bithops, fo he fhould be the laft that fhould be left 
among them. 

Thus lived and dyed this excellent Bifhop; in whom 
fo many of the greateft charaéters of a primitive and apo- 
ftolical bifhop did fhew themfelves fo eminently, that it 
feemed fit that he fhould fill {peak to the world, though 
flead, both far gonvincing the gainfayers of that ve- 
perable order, and for the inftruction of thofe that fuc~ 
feed him in it; fince great patterns give the eafieft no- 
tions of eminent virtues, and teach in a way that has 
much more authority with it than all fpeculative difs 
courfes can poffibly have. And as the lives of the primitive 
ebriftians were a {peaking apology for their religion, as 
well as a direction to thofg that grew up; {0 it is to be 
hoped that the folemn though fjlent langyage of fo bright 
‘an example will haye the defired effect bot ways? And 
then my Author will have a noble reward for his labors. 
‘To this we fhall add a little of his character. 

He was a tal and graceful perfon; there was fomething 
in his looks ang carriage that lifcovered what was within, 
and created a yeneration for him. He had an unaffected 
gravity in his deportment, and decent fimplicity in his 

refs and apparel. He had a long and broad beard; for 
as the cuftom then was, he never faw a razor pafs upon 
his face. His grey hairs were a crown to him, both 
for beauty and honor, His ftrength continued firm to 
“the Iaft; fo that the week before his laft ficknefs, he 
walked aboyt as vigoroufly and nimbly 4s any of the 
company, and leaped over a broad ditch 3 fo that his fons 
were amazed at it, and could fearce follow him. 

His eyes continued fo good, that he never ufed fpecta- 
cles, nor did he fuffer any deay in any of his natural 
powers, only by a fall in his childhood he had contracted 
@ deafnels jn hig left ear, He had great ftrength and 
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health of body, except that a few years before his death, 
he had fome fevere fits of the ftone, which his fedentary 
courfe of life feemed to have brought on him, which he 
pore with wonderful patience. beft remedy that he 
found for it was to dig in his garden till he had very 
much heated himfelf, by which he found a mitigation of 
his pain, He took much pleafure in a garden, and hav- 
ing brought over fome curious inftruments out of Staly, 
for racemation, engrafting, and inoculating, he was a 
great mafter in the ufe of them. 

His judgement and memory, as they were very extra~ 
ordinary, fo they remained with him to the lait. He 
always preached withont‘notes, but often wrote down his 
meditations after he had preached them, He did not af- 
fea to fhew any other learning in his fermons, but what 
was proper for opening his text, and clearing the difficul- 
ties in it; which he did by comparing the originals with 
the moft antient verfions. His ftyle was clear and full, 
but plain and fimple; for he abhorred all affectations of 
pompous rhetpric in {ermons, as contrary to the fimplicity 
of Chrift, His fermong were calculated for the great defign 
of infufing in the hearts of his hearers right apprehenfions 
and warm thoughts of the great things of the chriftian 
religion; which he did with fo much the more authority, 
becaufe it appeared that he was much moved himfel£ 
with thofe things that he delivered to others. 

He was always at work in his dtudy, when the affairs 
of his funétion did not lead him out of it. In which his 
chief employment was the fiudy of the text of feripture. 
He read the Hebrew and the Septuagint fo much, that 
they were as familiar to him as the Englifh wrantlation, 
He read every morning the Pfalms appointed by the Com~ 
mon Prayer toe the day in Hebrew ; or if his fon, or any 
other that was fkilled’in the Hebrew, was prefent, he 
read one verfe out of the Hebrew, turning it into Latin, 
and the other read the next, and fo by turns till they 
went through them, 

He had gathered a vait heap of critical expofitions of 
{cripture. All this, with his other manufcripts, of 
which there was a great trunk full, fell into the hands 
ef the Jrifo. He had wrate very learned paraphrafes 
and fermons on all thofe parts of fcripture that were pre- 
feribed to be read in the fecond fervice, but all thefe are 
Jot. His great Hebrew manufcript was happily refcved 
put of the hands of thofe devourers of all facred things, 
gnd js to this day preferved in the library of ovinecl: 
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tollege: For an Irifoman, whom he had converted, went 
among his countrymen and brought out that and a few 
other books to bim. 

Every day after dinner and fupper, there was a chapter 
of the hivid read at his table, whafoever were prefent, 
proteflants or papifts, and Bibles were laid down before 
‘every one of the company, and before himfelf either the 
Hebrew ov Greek 5 and in his laft years the Jri/h tranila- 
tion was laid, and he ufually explained the difficulties that 
occurred. 

He wrote many books of controverfy ; which was 
chiefiy occafioned by the engagements that lay on_ him, 
to labor much in the converfion of perfons of the Roman 
communion ; and the knowledge he had of that church, 
and their way of worthip, by what he had feen and 
obferved while he was at Venice, raifed in him a great 
‘zeal againft their corruptions. He not only looked on 
that church as idolatrous, but as the anti-chriftian Baby- 
Ten; concerning which St. Foln faw all thofe vifions in 
the Rezelation. He wrote a large treatife in anfwer to 
thofe two queftions, in which the miffionaries of that 
‘¢ommunion triumph fo much, ‘ Where was our religion 
€ before Luther ? and what became of our anceftors that 
* dyed in popery # Archbifhop Ufter preffed him to have 
printed it, and he had refolved to do it; but that, with 
all his other works, was fwallowed up in the rebellion. 
‘He kept a great correfpondence, not only with the divines 
of England, but with many others over Europe; for he 
‘wrote both Latin and Italian very elegantly. 

He was very free in his converfation, but talked fel+ 
dom of indifferent matters : He expreffed a great modefty 
‘of fpirit, and a mederation of temper in every thing he 
fpcke; and his difcourfe f{lill turned to fomewhat, that 
made his company ufeful and inftruéting, He {poke his 
own thoughts very plainly, and as he bore well with 
the freedom of others, fo he took all the difcreet liberty 
that became a man of his age and ftation, and did not 
ftick to tell even the learned and worthy primate Uber, 
fach things as he thought were blame-worthy in him; 
and with the fame fincerity he fhewed him fome critical 
miftakes that he met with in fome of his works. They 
were very few, and not of any great importance; but 
they did not agree with the primate’s exactnefs in other 
things, and fo he laid them before him ; which the other 
took from him with that kindnefs and humility that 
became fo gracious a man. HS 
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His habit was decent and grave; he wore no filk, but 
plain fuffs ; the furniture of his houfe was not pompous 
nor fuperfluous, but necefary for common ufe, and pro- 
per. His table was well covered, according to the plenty 
that was in the country, but there was no luxury in it. 
Great refort was made to him, and he obterved a true 
hofpitality in houfe-keeping. Many poor Zrifo families 
about him were maintained out of his kitchen: And in 
the Chrifimas time, he had the poor always eating with 
him at his own table ; and he brought himielf to endure 
both the fight of their rags, and their rudenefs : He was 
not forward to fyeak, and he expreffed himfelf in very few 
words in public companies. At public tables he ulually 
fat filent. Once at the earl of Strafford’s table, one 
obferved, that while they were all talking, he faid no- 
thing. So the primate anfwered, broach him, and you 
will find good liquor in him; upon which that perfom 
propofed a quettion in divinity to him, and in anfweriny 
it the Bifhop fhewed both his own fufficiency fo well, 
and puzzled the other fo much, that all at table, except 
the Rifhop himtelf, fell a laughing at the other. 

The greatnets of his mind, and the undauntednefs of 
his fpirit on all occafions have appeared very evidently in 
many of the paflages of his life; but though that height 
of mind is often accompanied with a great mixture of 
pride, nothing of that appeared in the Bithop, He car- 
ried himfelf towards all people with fuch a gaining 
humility, that he got into thetr hearts: He lived with 
his clergy as if they had been his brethren: When he 
went his vifitations, he would not accept of the invita- 
tions that were made him by the great men of the 
country, but would needs eat with his brethren in fuch 
poor inns, and of fuch coarfe fare, as the places af- 
forded. 

A perfon of quality, that had prepared an entertainment 
for him during his vifitation, took his refufing it fo ill, 
that whereas the Bithop promifed to come and fee him 
after dinner; as foon as he came near his gate, which 
was ftanding open, it was prefently hut, on defign to 
affront him, and he was kept half an hour knocking at 
it: The affront was vifible, and when fome would have 
had him go away, he would not do it, but faid, “ they 
«¢ will hear, ere long. At laft the mafter came out, and 
received him with many fhews of civility, but he made 
avery fhort vifit, and though the rudenefs he met with 
prevailed not on him, either to refent it, or to go away 
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upon it, yet it appeared that He underftood it weil 
enough: 

He avoided all affetations of ftate or greatnefs in his 
carriage: He went about always on foot, when he was 
at Dublin, one fervant only attending on him, except on 
public occafions, that obliged him to ride in proceffion 
among his brethren. He never kept a coach: For his 
ftrength continued fo entire that he was always abie to 
ride on horfeback : He avoided the affeCtations of hu- 
mility as well as of pride; the former flowing often from 
the greater pride of the two; and amidit all thofe extra~ 
ordinary talents, with which GOD had bleft him, it 
never appeared that he overvalued himfelf, nor defpifed 
others; that he affumed to himfelf a diQatorfhip, or 
was impatient of contradiétion. He took an ingenious 
device to put him in mind both of his obligations to 
purity and humility: It was a flaming crucible with 
this motto in Hebrew, ‘¢ Take from me all my tin.” 
‘The word in Hebrew that fignifies tin, was Bedil. This 
imported that he thought that every thing in himfelf was 
but bafe alloy, and therefore he prayed that GOD would 
eleanfe him from it. He took the thought from J/aiah i.25. 

His great humility made the more fecret parts of 
his life, as to his private walking with GOD, lefs 
known, except as they appeared in that beft and fareft 
indication of it, which his outward converfation gave ; yet 
if the rebels had not deftroyed all his papers, there would 
have been found among them great difcoveries of this 5 
for he kept a daily journal for many years; but of what 
fort it was, how tull, and how particular, is only known 
to GOD; fince no man ever faw it, unlefs fome of the 
rebels found it. Though it is not probable that they 
would have taken the pains to examine his papers, it 
being more likely that they deftroyed them all in a heap. 
He never thought of changing his fee, or of rifing up to 
a more advantageous bifhopric, but confidered himfelf 
as under a tye to his fee, that could not be eafily dif+ 
folved. So that when the tranflating him to a biflropric 
in England, was propofed to him, he refufed it, and faid 
he fhould be as troubleforre a bifhop in England, as he 
had been in Jreland. 

It appeared he had a true and generous notion of reli- 
gion, and that he did not look upon it fo much as a 
fyftem of opinions, or a fet of forms, as a divine dif- 
cipline that reforms the heart and life; and therefore 
when fome men were valued upon their zeal for is 
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Jeffer matters, he had thofe words of St. Augufline's often’ 
in his mouth, ‘It is not leaves but fruit that 1 feck.” 
‘This was the true principle of his great zeal againft 
popery: It was not the peevifhnefs of a party, the 
fournefs of a fpeculative man, nor the concern of an 
interefted perfon, that wrought on him: But he confi- 
dered the corruptions of that church, as an effe@tual 
courfe for entervating the true defign of chriftianity ; and 
this he not only gathered from {peculation, but from 
what he faw and knew during his long abode in Italy. 
His devotion in his clofet was only known to Him, who 
commanded him to pray in fecret. In his family he 
prayed thrice a day, in a fet form, though he did not 
ead it: This he did in the morning, and before dinner, 
and after fupper: And he never turned over this duty, 
or the fhort devotions before and after meat, on hig” 
chaplain, but was ake his own chaplain. He looked 
‘upon the obligation of obferving the fabbath as moral and 
perpetual, and confidered it as fo great an engine for 
carrying on the true ends of religion, that as he would 
never go into the liberties that many practifed on that 
day, fo he was exemplary in his own exact obfervation 
of it; preaching always twice, and catechifing once ; and 
befides that, he ufed to go over the fermons again in 
his family, and fing pfalms, and concluded all with 

wrayer. 
2 s for his domeftic concerns, he married one of the 
family of the L’Efranges, that had been before married 
to the recorder of St. Zdmundfbury : She proved to be in 
all refpeéts a very fit wife for him; fhe was exemplary 
in her life, humble and modeft in her habit and beha- 
vier, and was fingular in many excellent qualities, 
particularly in a very extraordinary reverence that fhe 
paied him: She bore him four children, three fons and 
a daughter, hut one of the fons and the daughter dyed 
young, fo none furvived but William and Ambrofe. he 
juft reputation his wife was in for her piety and virtue, 
made him choofe that for the text of her funeral fermon, 
A good name is better than ointment. She dyed of a le- 
thargy three vears before the rebellion broke out; and he 
hirnfelf preached her funeral fermon, with fuch a mixture 
both of tendernefs and moderation, that it touched the 
whole congregation fo mach, that there were very few 
dry eyes in the charch, all the while. He did not like 
the burying in the church ; for, as he obferved there wag 
auch both of fuperftition and pride in it, fo he believed it 
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‘was a'great annoyance to the living, when there was fo 
much of the fteam of dead bodies rifing about them ; he 
was likewife much offended at the rudenefs, which the 
crouding the dead bodies in a fmall parcel of ground occa~ 
fioned; for the bodies already laid there, and not yet 
quite rotten, were often raifed and mangled ; fo that he 
made a canon in his a hes againft burying in churches? 
And as he often wifhed that burying places were removed 
out of all towns, fo he chofe the moft remote and 
Jeaft frequented place of the church-yard of Xi/more for 
his wife, and by his will he ordered that he fhould be laid 
next her with this bare infcription, 


Depofitum Guliclmi quendam Epifeopi Kilmorenfis. 


Depofitum cannot bear an Englifh tranflation, it figni- 
fying fomewhat given to another in truft, fo he confi- 

fered his burial as a truft left in the earth till the time 
that it fhalt be called on to give up its dead. 

This account is chiefly taken from bifhop Burnet, who 
affures us that thofe who knew Bifhop Bedel! well, be- 
lieved, that his real charaéter exceeded thefe memorials, 
‘communicated by his zealous and worthy friend, and 
that his memory will outlive all the perifhing trophies 
in brafs or marble. Annexed to the above volume, 
are feveral letters written by our Bifhop and hifhop 
Hall to and concerning Mr. Wadfiverth, who had been 
perverted to popery : are very excellent in their 
Kind, and contain a folid and mafterly refutation of 
the errors in the Romjfe communion, 


JOHN DAVENANT, D.D. 
BISHOP of SALISBURY. 


HIS very learned Prelate, was the fon of an eminent 
merchant, and born in Watling-freet, London, about 

the year 1570, but originally defcended fygfh the antient 
family of the Davenants of Sible-Heningham in Effex, and 
of Davenants-Jands in that parith ; where his father was 
born, end his anceftors (lays Mr. Fuller) continued in 
a worfhiptul degree from Sir John Davenant, who lived 
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in the time of K. Henry III. What fchool he was edu- 
cated in, we cannot find. But he was admitted of 
Queen's-college in Cambridge in 1587, where he took his 
degrees in arts regularly ; after having given in his juve- 
nile exerciies fuch an earneft of his future maturity, that 
Dr. /¥bitaker, hearing him difpute, faid, ‘That he would 
* in time prove the honor of the univerfity ;’ a prediction 
(as Fuller obferves) that proved not untrue. 

A fellowfhip was offered him about 1594, but his 
father would not fuffer him to accept it, on account of 
his plentiful fortune ; however, after his father’s deceafe, 
he accepted of one, and was admitted into it in September 
1597. Being thus fettled in the college, he diftinguithed 
himielf, (as he had already done before) by his learning 
and other excellent qualifications ; and in the year 1601 
took his degree of bachelor of divinity. In’ 1609 he 
proceeded dottor ; and the fame year was eleted lady 
Margaret's profeffor of divinity. 

In the year 1614 he was choten matter of his college ; 
and became fo confiderable, that he was one of thofe 
eminent Engii/fb divines, fent by K. James I. to the fynod 
of Dore in the year 1618*, He returned to England in 
May 1619, after having vifited the moit eminent cities 
and other remarkable places in the Low-countries. Upon 
the death of his brother-in-law Dr. Robert Townfon, he 
was advanced to the fee of Salifiur and continued in 
favor during the remainder of K. Famees reign; but in 
Lent 1630-1, be incurred the court’s difpleafure, for 
meddling (in a fermon preached before the king at 
Whitchall) with the predeftinarian controverfy ; * all 
* curious fearch into which’ his majefty K. Charles had 


% The others were, George Carleton, D.D. then bithop of Landaff, 
and afterwards bithop of Chichefter ; as Hall, D. D. then dean 
of Wercefer, and afrerwards bithop of Exeter and Norewich 5 and 
Samuel Ward, D.D. matter of Sidney-cellege, Cambridge, and arch 
deacon of Yeuxton, (But the sic not agrectog with Dr. Hall, he 
obtained leave to return to England about Chrifimas, and Thomas 
Goade, D.D. was fent in his room.) ‘They embarked Odober the fevens 
teenth, Innded at Middlcburgb the ‘twentieth ; came to the Have the 
twenty-feventh of the fame month; and thence removed to Dort 
where the fynod was opened November the third, O. S. and ended Aprif 
the twenty-ninth, ‘They came back to England May the feventh. Dutin 
their flay in Holland, thefe four divines had ten pounds & day allowed 
them by the flatees and a prefent of two hundred pounds. at their 
departure, for their charges 5 befides a golden medal, a each of thera, 
fon which was reprefeated the fyood fitting. 
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ftrilly enjoined, in his declaration prefixed to the thirty= 
nine articles in 1628, ‘ to be laid afide.’ 

As foon as his fermon was ended, it was fignified to 
him, That his majefty was difpleafed, he had ftirred this 
queftion which his majefty had forbidden to be meddled 
withall, one way or the other: The Bifhop’s anfwer 
was, That he had delivered nothing, but the received 
dodtrine of our church eftabtithed in her feventecnth 
article, and that he was ready to juttify the truth of what 
he had then taught. . He was told, The doétrine was nat 
gainfaid, but his majefty had given command, thefe quef- 
tions fhould not be debated, and therefore he took it 
more offenfively that any fhould be fo bold, as in his 
own hearing to break his royai commands, To which 
he replied, That he never underftood his majefty had 
forbid the handling of any deétrine comprifed in. the 
articles of our church, but only raifing of new queftions, 
or adding of new fenfe thereunto, which he had not 
done, nor ever fhould do. 

‘Two days after, when he apprarel before the priv 
council, Dr. Samuel Harfuct, archbifhop of York, made 
a {peech near half an hour long, aggravating the bold- 
nefs of bifhop Davenan:’s offence, and fhewing many 
inconyeniencies that it was likely to draw after it, When 
the archbifhup had finifhed his {peech, the Bifhop defired, 
‘That fince he was called thither as an offender, he might 
not be put to anfwer a Jong Speech upon the fudden, but 
that his grace would be pleafed to charge him point by 
point, and fo to receive his anfwer ; for he did not yet un- 
derftand wherein he had broken any commandment of his 
majefty’s, which was taken for granted. 

‘After fome paufe, the archbifhop told him, He knew 
well enough the point which was urged againft him, 
namely the breach of the king’s declaration, Then he 
ftood upon this defence, That the dogtrine of predeftina- 
tion, which he taught, was not forbidden by the decla- 
ration: Firft, Becaufe in the declaration all the articles 
are eftablifhed, amongft which the article of predeftina- 
tion is one. Secondly, Becaufe all minifters are urged 
to fubfcribe unto the truth of the article, and all fubjedcts 
to continue in the profefiion of that as well as of the reit, 
Upon thefe and fuch like grounds, he gathered, it could 
not be efteemed amongft forbidden, curious, or needlefs 
doftrines; and here he defired that out of any claufe in 
the declaration it might be fhewed him, that keepin 
hindelf within the bounds of the article, he had tranf- 
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greffed his majefty’s command ; but the declaration was 
not produced, nor any particular words in it, only this 
was urged, That the king’s will was, that, for the peace 
of the church, thefe high gueftions fhould be forborne, 
He added, That he was forry he underitood not his 
majelty’s intention ; which if he had done before, he 
fhould have made choice of fome other matter to treat 
of, which might have given no offence; and that, for 
the time to come, he fhould conform himfelf as readily 
as any other to his majeity’s command. Whereupon 
he was difmiffed. 

At his departure, he entreated the lords of the council, 
to let his majefty underftand, that he had not boldly, or 
wilfully and wittingly, again his declaration, meddled 
with the forenamed point; and that now, underftanding 
fally his majefty’s mind and intention, he thould humbly 
yield obedience thereunto. The Reader may fee the 

od Bifhop’s own account of this affair in his letter to 
i a Wards preferved in Fulier’s Church Hiftory, book xi. 

» 140, Fe, 
i For this pretended contempt of the king’s declaration, 
he was not only reproved the fame day, but allo fum- 
moned to anfwer two days after before the privy council; 
and, though he was difmiffed without further trouble, 
and even admitted to kifs the king’s hand; yet he was 
never afterwards in favor at court, 

He died of a confumption upon the twentieth of April 
1641, to which, it is faid, a fenfe of the forrowful times 
he faw coming on did not a litle contribute; and was 
buried in Solifoury cathedral, where there is a ftone 
placed to his memory. Among other benefactions, he 
gave to Qyeen's-collegc, Cambridge, the perpetual advow- 
fons of the rettories of Cheverel Mugna, and Newton 
Tony in Wikfbire; and a rent-charge of thirty-one 
pounds ten fhillings per ann. for the founding of two 
bible-clerks, and buying books for the library, in the 
college. As to his charaéter; he was humble, and hofpi- 
table; painful in preaching and writing ; and behaved in 
every ftation with exemplary gravity and moderation: 
aS, was a man of great learning, and a very eminent 

ivine. 

His Works are, I. A Latin Expofition on St. Paul's 
Epiftle to the Cobsfians. | Expyfiie, Epitele D. Pauli ad 
Coleffinfes, per Reverendum in Chriflr Patrem "Feannem 
Soryerienfom Epifeopum in lucem edita: Olim ab evdem, 
Dimine Margarsia in Academié Cansubrigienfi Profeffore 
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Theologico, difiata, fol. ‘The third edition was printed 
at Cambridge in 1639. It is the fabftance of le@ures 
read by our Author as Lady Margaret profeflor. So were 
alfo the following; I. Prekéiones de duobus in Theologia 
controverfis capitibus: De Fudice Controverfiarum, prima: 
De Jufiitia habitual; @ aftuali, altero, Ge. Cant, 1631. 
fol. "THI. In 1634, he publithed the queftions he bad 
difputed upon in the fchools, forty-nine in number, under 
this title ; Determinationes Queens quarundam Thealo- 
icarum, per Reverendiffimum Virum Foannem Davenantium, 
Ze. fol. IV. Animadverfions upon a reatife lately 
publifhed,. [by S. Hoard.] and entitled ‘GOD's Love 
€ to Mankind, manifefted by difproving his abfolute de~ 
© cree for their damnation.’ Camb. 1641, 8va. 


JONATHAN BURR. 


F this good man we have but little ; but the little; 
which ramains, affords a regret, that we have no 
more, 

He was born at Redgrave in Suffolk, about the year 
1604, and, in procefs of time, became a preacher of the 
pore). His godly parents had previoufly prepared him 

y great care in his education; and when he left the uni- 
verfity, he firft preached at Horninger near St. Edmund's 
Bury, and afterwards at Recking/oall in the fame county 
of Sufcik. "Taz unhappy difputes about church-ceremo- 
nies and diicipiine inclined him, with many others, to 

uit his native land for the wild region and bad climate of 
lew England. Tis to be regretted, that good men of 
doth parties fhewed fo little moderation and forbearance, 
and that a healing {pirit of peace and concord no more 
prevailed. Had thefe religious breaches heen made up $ 
it is very poffible, that the fucceeding calamities which 
have befallen this nation on a civil account had never 
occurred. One may trace all the contentions, which 
have befallen this country, in the reigns of Q, Elizabeth, 
K. James I. the unhappy Charles and even in the 
conflict with America, the irreligious broils, which 
have rent the church upon the fubject of ceremonies and 

sircumftances, af 
te 
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Mr. Burr, however, and doubtlefs upon a principle of 
the ftriéteft confcience, thought it his duty to venture the 
dangers of the ocean and American wilds, for the eita- 
blifhment of that form of church-government, which he 
and many others believed to be moit acceptable to GOD, 
or at leaft moft edifying to themfelves. He took with 
him three children, and his wife big witha fourth, In 
New England be purfued his calling as a preacher, till it 
pleafed GOD to take him from this world to a better. 

He had juft returned from preaching on the redemption 
of time, when he fell into a ficknefs of ten days continu- 
ance; in the courfe of which there appeared in hima 
wonderful patience and fubmiffion. His wife, perceiving 
his willingnets to die, afked him, Whether he was defirous 
to leave her and his children? To whom he anfwered ; 
& Do not miftake me. I am not défrous of that; but I 
“ blefs GOD, that now my will is the Lord’s will. Lf 
*¢ he will have me to live qy* with my dear wife and 
«* children, I am willing. I will fay to you, my dear 
<* wife and children, as the apoftle hys, St it better for 

< you that I abide Settee 3 but it is better for ME to bp 
© diffolued, and to be wit fe 

And perceiving his wife difconfalate, he afked her, 
*¢ If fhe could not be willing to part with him” And on 
her faying, by way of anfwer, how hard ic was, he 
replied, ‘* that GOD would be better than ten hufbands ;” 
adding, ‘* our parting is but for a time. I am fure we 
s¢ fhall one day meet again. 1 lie fluggifh in bed, when 
others are at work.” 

Obferving how diligently his wife tended him, he faid 
to her, ** Do not fpend ro much time with me, but go 
** thy way and fpend fome time in prayer, Thou 
“* knowelt not what thou mayeft obtain from GOD, 
6 T fear, left thou look too much upon this affliction.” 

The night before he dyed, he was overheard fome-~ 
fimes to fay, ‘1 will wait until my change come,” 
‘And, ‘¢ why art thou fe loth to dye ?” 

A-few hours before his departure, it was obferved, 
that he had a fore confli€ with the angel of death, who 
fhot his laft arrow at him. And when one, who atten- 
ded him, faid, ‘the fting of death is taken away. The 
“Lad eles Chrift has overcome death for you. This is 
« one of fatan’s lajt affaults: His work is now almoft at 
* an end, though he be a fubtle enemy, and would, if it 
* were poffible, deceive the very elect: He prefently 

roke 
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broke in on the fpeaker, ¢* if it were poffible,” faid he 5 
“ but, bleffed be GOD, there is 22 poffibiliry. 

Seeing the company loth to leave the room, he prayed 
in Latin, as long as he had ftrength to do it. And when 
he was to appearance juft expiring, he called for his wife, 
and ftedfaftly fixing his eyes upon her, faid, ‘* Caf? thy 
“© care upon GOD, for be careth for thee” And the 
words, “ hold fait, hold fatt,” fpoken to her, were the 
Taft he uttered. He dyed Auguft 3, 1641. 

He was of fo charitable a difpofition, that when it was 
intimated to him, that he might err in referving no more 
for cng he Soul anfwer, ‘I often think of thofe 
«© words, He that foweth fparingly, fball reap fparingly.” 

‘Whenever he ai ee lees t at ee een arene of 
him, he would fay, without being moved at it, <1 think 
« meanly of my(elf, and therefore may well be content, 
“© that others fhould think meanly of me. 

Mr. Thomas Hooker, a preacher of New England, being 
one af his auditors, when he preached to a great ailembly 
at Charles-Town, near Bofton, had this expreffion con- 
cerning him : ¢ Surely this man will not be long out of 
* heaven; for he preaches as if he were there already,’ 


BARNABY POTTER, D.D. 
BISHOP or CARLISLE. 


HIS good Prelate was born in the Barony of Ken~ 

dal in Heftmoreland, in the year 1578; where he had 
his fchool-education till he was well qualified for the uni- 
verfity ; when he was admitted of Qucen’s-callere Oxford. 
Here he was firft chofen a fcholar, then a fellow, and 
afterwards provoit. While he was fellow, he was 2 much 
admired tutor to feveral gentiemen’s fons of eminence and 
worth, of whom he took the greateft care, training them 
vp in all ufefall learning and in the true principles of the’ 
chriftian religion, He was a very bumble meek man, of 
few words, an affecting preacher, and a favorer of itriét 
profeffors of religion. ie cufiom was to write one part 
of his fermon, and to commit it to memory, Brefenttys 

an 
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gad then another, fo that he could preach with much 
facility, and upon a little warning. 

He was, for fome time, leCturer at Abington, and at 
Totnefi, im Devonfhire, where he was much refpected, 
He then proceeded doétor in divinity, and, being prefen- 
ted, the following year, to a pattoral charge by Sic 
Edward Giles, © evonfhire, he married the knight’s 
daughter, and fettled in that country. But he had not 
heen long poffeffed of his benefice, before he was chofen 
provoft of Queen’s-college, Oxford, (upon the death of 
doctor Ayray) unanimouily ; but without his knowledge. 
He was alfo made chaplain in ordinary to prince Charles, 
and called at court ‘the penitential preacher” After he 
had been ten years provoft, he gave up that place, and 
went again into the country, with a view to refide upon 
his charge; but K. Charles, pafling by many folicitations in 
the behalf of others, peremptorily nominated him bifhop 
of Carlifie. What Nazienzen faid of Bafl, may with the 
greateft propriety be applied to our Bifhop. ‘He was 
* promoted ; he did not fteal or fhuffle himfelf into 
“ the chair; he did not invade it; the honor fought and 
* followed him,’ Being made a Bifhop, he ftill conti- 
nued a conitant zealous preacher ; and Fo/bua’s refolution 
being his; he, and all his fervants and attendants, ferved 
the Lord with the greateft order and regularity, per- 
forming family-worfhip himfelf every morping and evens 
ing. In the beginning of the parliament, he preached 
at Wefiminfler, and inveighed againft the corruptions and 
imnoyations, that had crept into the church ; a difcourfe, 
by the beft judges, well approved of. But the great 
confufion, and conftant alarms, that were in and about 
London at that time, and hearing that he himfelf was 
cenfured as popifh, merely becaufe he was a Bifhop ; it 
is faid, he laid this fo much to heart, that he fell fick 
and dyed, in 1642, about the great climaéterical year 
of his age, 

So little candor is to be found in troublefome times, 
when men of all parties abfurdly think, they do GOD fer- 
vice, by pufhing every thing to extremes ! One healer of 
breaches is of more worth than a thoufand helpers of divi- 
fion, It is alfo a much rarer charaéter, and, when it ap- 
pears, is often calumniated by both fides, becaufe it will not 
foJlow and approve the vehemence or madnefs of either. 

Our Bifhop was a great favorer of pious profeffors and 
JeQurers, and, on that account, was reputed by many 
a puritanical Bifhop, It ufed to be faid at court in K, 
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James's time, ¢ that organs would blow him out of the 
church. He utterly difliked (what certainly no truly 
godly man could approve) the «Book of Sports,’ and told 
a minifter, with whom he was acquainted, that if it 
fhould be feat down to his diocefe, he would flight it, 
and urge none of his jurifdi€tion to read it. He was of a* 
weak conftitution of bedy, rather melancholic and lean 
from being a hard ftudent; he had a ftrong memory, 
and was a critic in the Hebrew; his recreation was 
ufually vocal mufic, in which he himfelf always bore a 
part. He was the laft Rifhop that dyed as a member of 
the parliament, and was Bithop of Carlif about four~ 
teen years. 


LEWIS DE DIEU. 


HIS great man was minifter of Leyden, and profeffor 

in the Wallocn-callege of that city, was a fcholar of 
great abilities, and uncommonly verfed in the oriental 
fanguages. He was born upon the feventh of Apri/, in 
the year 1590, at Fiufhing, where his father, Daniel de 
Dicu, was minifter. “Danic! was a man of great merit, 
and a native of Brufféls, where he had been a_minifter 
two and twenty years. He removed from thence in 
1585, to ferve the church at Fiu/hing, after the duke of 
Parma had taken Bruffe/s. He underitood Greck and the 
oriental languages ; and he could preach with the applaufe 
of his auditors in German, Italian, French, and Engli/o. 
‘The churches of the Nether/ands fent him, in 1588, over 
10 Q, Elizabeth, to inforin her of the defigns of the duke 
of Parma, who fecretly made her propofals of peace, 
though the K. of Spain was equipping a formidable fleet 
againtt. England. 

Lewis Madied under Danie! Coloniys, his uncle by his 
mother’s fide, who was profeffor at Leyden in the Walloon- 
college. He was two years minifter of the French church 
at Fivfaing; and might have been court-minifter at the 
Hague, if his natural averfien to the manners of a court, 
had not reftrained him from accepting that place. There 
are fome circurfances relating to that affair, which de- 
ferve to be remembered. Prince Mowrice being in Leola 
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heard Lewis de Diew preach, who was yet but a ftndent ; 
and fome time after fent for hin to court. The young 
man modeftly excufed himfelf, declaring, that he de- 
figned to fatisfy his conicience in the exercife of his 
minifiry, and to cenfure freely what he fhould find de- 
ferved cenfure: A liberty, he faid, which courts did not 
care to allow. Befides, he thought the poft which was 
offered him more proper for a man in years than a 
ftudent. ‘The prince commended his modefty and pru- 
dence. 

Fle was called to Eeyden in the year 1619, to teach, 
with his uncle Colonius, in the /Vatloon-colleze ; and he 
difcharged the duty of that employment ‘with great 
diligence til! his death, which happened in the year 1642. 
He refufed the poft, which was ottvred him, of divinity- 
profeflor in the new univerfity of Utrecht ; and, if he 
had lived long enough, he would have had the fame poft 
in that of Leyden. He married the daughter of a coun- 
fellor of Flufhing, by whom he had eleven children. 

He PusiisHEo, in the year 1631, a commentary on 
the four Gofpels, and notes on the 44s of the apoftles. 
His tir care had been to examine the Latin verfions 
of the Syriac New Teflament, made by Tremellius and 
Guido Fabricius Boda ianus ; and that of St, Matthew's 
gofpel in Hebrew, made by Munfter and Mercerus. He 
found a great many faults in thefe vertious ; which put 
him upon examining the vulgar tranflations, thofe of 
Erafmus and Theodore Beza, the Syriac, Ayabiec, and Fithi- 
epic, He compared them with ‘one another, and all of 
them with the Greek text. He publifhed alfo the Rezve- 
Kitions of St. Febn, which he printed both in Hebrew" 
and Syriac characters, with a Latin verfion of his own, 
He pnblithéd the hiftory of the life of Fefus Chri”, 
written in the Pe:fan tongue by the jefuit Ferom Xavier, 
with learned notes ; and he joined to the original a Latin 
tranflation. The hiftory of St. Peter, written in the 
Peefan language, was alio publithed by him, with a Latin 
tranflation and notes. He drew up likewife rudiments of 
the Hebrew and Perfian tongues, and a parallel of the 
grammar of the oriental tongues. Some things alfo of 
{maller note were publifhed by his friends after his death. 
Father Simon {peaks advantageoufly of the writings of 
Lewis de Dieu, in the thirty-fifth chapter of bis ¢Cri- 
* tical Hiftory of the Commentators on the New Ye/ffa~ 
* ment? ‘The learned Conflantine P Empereur fays of him, 
“ shat, whenever he had occafion to mention his name, 
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« he was quite at a lofs by what epithets to praife him, 
« for in praétical godlinefs, and the knowledge of divinity, 
© feience of all kinds, and the languages, he was truly a 
© flar of the firft magnitude.” What high efteem our 
great archbishop U/her had for him, may be feen in the 
colleétion of the archbifhop’s letters publithed by Dr. 
Barr, 


HENRY ALTING, D.D. 


ENRY ALTING, profeffor of divinity at Hei- 
deiberg and at Groningen, was born at Embden the. 

the feventeenth of February, 1583, of a very antient and 
honorable family. His father, ‘Henj Alting, was paftor 
of Embden ; andhis mother, Mary Bifcof, was an excel- 
‘fent perfon, He was fent very early to fchool, and after 
having gone through his claffical ftudies and a courfe of 
philofophy at Groningen, he was fent into Germany in 
1602, He remained three years at Herborn, in which time 
he made fach proficiency under the famous Pifcator, Ma- 
shias Martinixs, and Wiliam Zepperus, that he was allows 
fd to teach philofophy and divinity. When he was prepa- 
xing to fet out upon fis travels to Switzerland and France, 
he was chofen preceptor to the three young counts of 
‘Naffau, Solmes, and I[fenberg, who ftudied at the once 
proteftant univerfity of Scdam with the eleétoral prince 
palatine : He took upon him this charge in the beginning 
of September, 1605. The ele&toral prince left Sedum 
with the three young noblemen in 1606, and Alting acom- 
panied them to Heidelberg, where be continued to inftrud 
his three noble pupils. He was alfo admitted to reid 
{ome lectures in geography and hiftory to the eleoral 
prince till the year 1608, when he was appointed his pre- 
‘ceptor: The prince's exercifes, correéted by Alting, are. 
preferved in the vatican library, and fhewn to travellers, 
as we are informed by Emmzus the author of Alting’s 
Jife ; who adds, that ‘they are as much worth feeing ds 
moft of the reliques cammonly fhewn to the curious.” 
In this capacity, Aiting accompanied him to Sedan, and 
inftructed him {0 carefully, that he prince, upon his 
return, 
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return to Heidelberg in 1610, being examined on all points 
of religion, before the duke of Deux Pents, adminiitrator 
of the electorate, and feveral other perfons of diftinGtion, 
anfwered very judicioufly, and in Latin. 

Abing was one of the perfons appointed to attend the 
young elector into Exglaxd in 1612; where he became 
acquainted with George Abbot archbithop of Canterbury, 
Dr. King bifhop of London, and Dr. Hackwell preceptor 
to the prince of Wales, and had alfo the honor of conver- 
fing with K. James. The marriage between the elector 
and the princefs of England being folemnized at Loxdow 
in February, 1614, Abing left England, and arrived at Hei- 
delberg on the firit of April. Inthe following Augu/l, he 
was appointed profeffor of the common-places of divinity; 
and as he could not prefide in the difputes, without being 
a doétor of divinity, he took that degree in November, 
with the ufaal ceremonies. In 1616, he had a trouble- 
fome office conferred upon him, which was the direction 
of the collegium fapientia of Heidelberg. In 1618, he was 
offered the fecond profefforthip of divinity vacant by the 
death of Coppenius, which he refufed, but obtained it for 
Scultetus. 

He greatly diftinguifhed him(elf for his learning at the 
fynod of Dort, when he was fent there with two other 

leputies of the palatinate. It was at this time, that the, 
univerfity of Lesden had the power of conferring the 
degree of doétor reftored to them, which they had 
fatered to be extinguifhed. ohn Polyander, profeffor in, 
Leyden, was firft created licentiate in divinity by ding, 
and afterwards doctor by Scudtetus; by which means he 
became invefted with the power of conferring the degree of 
dogtor upon his colleagues. Airing entertained great expec- 
tations upon his return to Heidelberg, the cleAtor palatine 
having gained a crown by the troubles of Bohemia; but 
this fuccefsful beginning was foon followed by a dreadful 
change, count Tilli took Heidelberg by ftorm, in September, 
1622, and allowed his foldiers to commit all manner of 
devaftations, Airing had a miraculous efcapes for being 
met by afoldier, he was ftopped by him in this manner 3 
* Lhave killed with thefe hands ten men to-day; and 
* doctor Alting fhould make the eleventh, if I could find 
«him: Who are you?’ Doctor dlting anfwered, * that 
« he was fchoolmaiter at the collegium fapiemiae.” ‘The 
foldier did not underftand this, and fo let himefcape. He 
retired to his family, which he had removed fometime 
before to Heilbron, and met them at Schorndeff, but he 
was 
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was allowed to ftay there only a few months. He went 
with his family to Emden, in 1623, and from thence 
to wait upon the king of Bohemia at the Hague, who 
retained him to initrud his eldeft fon, and would not 
allow him to accept of the church of Embden, the parith 
of which folicited him to be their minifter; nor of the 
profefforthip of divinity, which the univeriity of Fra- 
aeker oftered him, upon the death of Sibrant Lubbert. 
‘This prince however gave him leave, the year following, 
to accept of a profefforfhip of divinity at Groningen, 
which he ‘entered upon the fixteenth of June, 1627, 
and kept it till his death, He did indeed intend, in 
1633, to quit Groningen for Ecyden, but it was upon con~ 
ditton, that the states of Groningen gave their confent, 
which they refufed to do. It is certain likewife that 
he liftened to the propofals which prince Lewis Philip of- 
fered him in 1634, of going to re-eftablifh the univerfity 
of Heidelberg, and the churches of the palatinate; he 
went as far as Francfort, amidft a thoufand dangers, but 
the battle of Nor/mgen, gained by the imperialifts, having 
rendered this undertaking abortive, he was obliged to 
return through many bye roads to Growingen; and it does 
not appear that he had afterwards any thoughts of remov- 
ing to any other place. 

The laft years of his fife proved very painful, being 
afflited with grief and bodily diftempers. He was fo 
affected with the death of his eldci daughter in 1639, 
that he fell into a deep melanchely, which threw him into 
aquartan ague ; of this he was cured with great difficulty, 
but not perfedily, for the remains of it turued to a 
dangerous lethargy in 1641. The phyficians had fcarce 
removed this diftemper by their utmoft ikill and art, when 
meeting with a frefl: domeftic affii€tion, it threw him into 
aworfe ftate of health than ever; for he loft his wife in 
1643, and never after could get the better of his melan- 
choly, From this time to the day of his death, his 
infirmities continued to increafe. 

In his Jaft ficknefs, the excellent Dr. Marefius vifitiny 
him, 4#ing, in the moft friendly manner, congratulat 
him as his defigned fucceffor. « It much rejoices me (aid 
<¢ he) that 1 dhall leave to the church and univerfity one, 
« who is ftudious of peace, orthodox in judgement, and 
« averfe to novelties: And I require you, that, as you 
“6 have ever maintained friendfhip, with myfelf, you 
* would do the like with mine, whom I fhall leave 
*¢ behind,” i 

The 
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‘The day before his death, he fang the hundredth and 
thirtieth Plain, with great fenfe of GOD"s prefence and 
Jove, and pafled the reft of his time in meditation and. 
prayer. In theevening, he bleffed his children; and the 
next morning, finding within himfelf, that dis departure 
was at hand, he told thofe about him, that before _fun-fety 
he foauld depart, and be with the Lord. Grounding! ith 
on the blood and righteoufnels of Fefus Chri, with the 
promifes of his gofpel, and itrengthened and comforted by 
the gracious influence of the Holy Ghoft, he waited for 
death without any apparent fear; but bade thofe about 
him farewell, exprefling his readine!’s and defire to be dif- 
folved and to be with his Matter. At length, in the 
prefence of many learned and pious friends and relations, 
he yielded up his fpirit without the leaft ftruggling, and 
quietly departed, Auguf the twenty-fifth, 1644. 

He was a man of great worth. The books he wrote 
fhew his learning and the application he gave to the 
difcharge of his academical duities; and we have maty 
proofs of his public fpirit and benevolence to mankind. 
‘Whillt he lived, he went your to wait upon the king of 
Bohemia, and to infpeét the ftudies of the royal family. 
He was extremely active in raifing the collections which 
were made throughout all the proteftant countries for the 
churches of Germany, and chiefly of the palatinate: He 
aéted alfo as one of the three diftributors of the collections 
from England; and was almoner to Lewis de Geer. He 
was alfo employed in two other important commiffions; 
one was in the revifal made at Leyden of the new Dutch 
tranflation of the Bible, and the vifitation of the county 
of Stcinfurt: In the firft office he had colleagues, but he 
was fole general infpe¢tor in the fecond, the count of 
Benthcim having fent for him to make inquifition againft 
focinianifm which the country was threatened with, and 
toeftablith good order inthe churches, Alting, as we are 
told in his elogy, was no quarrelfome divine : He did not 
{pend his time in trifling infignificane feruples ; he was not 
fond of novelty, but zealous for the antient doétrine; an 
enemy to the fubtilties of the fchools, and one who kept 
clofe to the fcriptures, 

‘The Books which he publifhed are thefe: I. Nore in 
decad:m problematum Fobannis Bekm de glericfo Dei et beato- 
run cal Heidelberge, 1688. VW. Laci communes cum 
didufici, tum elenlict. WW. Problemata, tam theoretica 
quem practica, IN. Explicatis catecteteos Palatine cum 
sundiciis ab Arminianis et Socinianis, Amjt. 1646. 3 vols. 
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‘V. Exegefis Auguflane confeffionis, ana cum fyllabo contro~ 
Sige vee 1647, vi Methodus 
theologie didaftice et catechctice. Amff. 1650. They 
were publithed together in three tomes, with this title: 
Scripta Theologica Heidslbergenfia. Vil. Theologia Hifte- 
rica. 1664, 4t0- 


WILLIAMS WISSE, D.D. 


HIS Igarned and very labortont divine was born at 

SpeexhameLand, near Newbueyin Berbfbire; his father 
was a {ubftantial chothier in that tewa, and educated his 
fon at Winchefier fehool, from wheace, at the age of eigh- 
teen, he was tranilated to New-college in Oxford, of which . 
he was fellow, Here he employed himfelf in the Qudy 
of logic, ther philofophy, and afterwards of divinity, 
with the cl application, for fixteen years together, 

In the year 1604, he proceeded matter of arts; about 
the fame time he entered into holy orders, apd became a 
Giligent and frequent preacher: Heewas admined by the 
‘univerfity for bis fabtle wit, exaét judgement, exemplary 
Ibfe and converfation, apd for ney other valuable quah- 
ties, which became a man of his function, 

In the year 1614, he proceeded doétar of divinity, after 
having given gbondant preof both of his learning and 
indudry, in his leftures, ené difputations, as well as in 
tranfcribing and judicé correCting the writings of the 
famous Bea Thomas Braden, srchbithop Coes 
bury, which were to be publifhed ir Henry Saville. 
He vas efteemed a popular preache? in the univerfity s 
and though fome thought his difcourfes a little too {chor 
Taftic; yet they were accompanied with power and fol- 
Jowed with fuccefs, 

He was called upon at this time to preach a fermon on 
a day appointed for the baptizing a ‘Jew who taught 
many of the ftudents Hebrew, and deceived many of the 
dogtors in the univerfity, efpecially Dr. Lake provolt of 
New-college, by pretending to be converted to chriftranity ; 
but the day before he was to have been baptized, haviny 
filled his purfe, he ran away: However, being purfaed 
and brought back, Dr. Twiffe, the next day, laid afide 
the fermon be had itudied upon a fuppofirion that the Feu 
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wag to be baptized, and preached a moft excellent dif- 
courfe upon his revolt, in which he fhewed GOD's juit 
judgement upon that rebellious backfliding nation and 
‘people, whom he had given up toa reprobate mind, even, 
to this very day. He acquitted himfelf on this occafion 
in fo learned and maftcrly a manner,:that he was ap- 
piused and admired by the whole univerfity. His cele- 
rated leétures, read every Thur/day in the parifh church 
of St. Olave’s, were fo much frequented by the gownfmen 
as well as by the townfpeople, that his fame reached the 
court, and K. Fames made choice of him to be chaplain to 
his daughter Avizabeth, the princefs palatine, and to ace 
company her into Germany. . 
The door, previous to his entering upof his travels, 
difpofed of his patrimony, being about thirty pounds a 
year, and commended it to his brother, requiring him, 
that, out of the rents of it, he fhould raife portions for his 
fifters. In order to elude the tedioufnefs of the journey, 
he expounded fome part of the {criptures every day, by 
which means, accompanied with many wife feafonable 
admonitions, this amiable princefs was enabled to mode- 
rate her grief, (on leaving her dear country, remembering 
shat here we have no abiding city but are to feck a better in the 
world to come) and to encounter all thofe adverfe difpen~ 
fations of the divine providence, with which fhe was 
afterwards fo feverely tried, For not long after fhe was 
crowned queen of Bohemia, fhe was forced to fly out of 
that country, then pregnant, and excluded out of the 
pajatinate, (her hufband’s paternal inheritance) and driven 
to live in exile the remainder of her days; all which fhe 
bore with the patience, magnanimity and fortitude of a 
true chriftian : Believing and experiencing, what the Doc- 
tor bad fo often inculcated, “¢ That GOD’s gracious 
“* providence doth order the eftates and conditions of men, 
«¢ whether profperous or adverfe, according to his own 

« good pleafure, and for the everlafting good of thofe that 
« Belong to him, agreable to that promife, Rom. viii. 28. 
“© We know that all shings work together for grod, to them 
4 that love GOD, to them who are the called according to 
“« bis purpofe.” 

_ It was probably on account of the Doétor’s great fer- 
vices, this way, to this ifluftrious queen, that prince 
Rupert, one of her fons, in the time of the civil war, 
coming to Newbury, where the Doétor was minifter, 
behaved to him with the greateft courtefy and familiarity; 
anaking him large promifes, if he would be of the court 
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party, and write in their defence, and live among them 3 
but the Doétor would by no means live among courtiers. 
He had not been quite two months in this honorable 
employment at the court of the elector palatine, before 
he was recalled, to the great grief of the queen, and alfo 
to the prince, who fhewed his great concern at the Doc- 
tor’s departare, in a Latin fpeech which he made to 
him. 

Upon his return to England, he did not betake himfelf 
toa court life ; but wholly applied himfelf for the good of 
the church ; and, in a country village, by clofe findy, 
laid the foundation of thofe works which all the reformed 
have admired, Afterwards, he was made vicar of New~ 
Yury, where he gained a vaft reputation by his ufeful 
preaching and exemplary living. His moft able adver- 

laries have confefled, that there was nothing then extant 

‘nore accurate and full, touching the arminian contro- 
verfy, than what he publifhed: And there have been 
fearce any, who have written upon this argument fince 
the publilking Dr. Twiff's works, but who have made 
an honorable mention of him. 

He did not {eek after riches, nor ecclefiaftical dignities 
and preferments, but modeftly refufed them, when they 
were offered him. He often congratulated himfelf on 
his low retired condition, as being liable to fewer tempta- 
‘ions and dangers than in the epifcopal dignity he might 

ave been expofed to. He declined being warden of the 
eollege at Winchefter, after being chofen and earneftly re- 
uefted ta accept it: As he did afterwards a prebend at 

‘inchefter ; returning thanks to Dr. Afoore his father-in- 
Jaw and other friends, but intreating them to give hiny 
leave to abide at Newbury to attend that flock over which 
GOD had placed him ; faying, «* He thought himfelf un- 
‘© fit for a cathedral employment, efpecially among fuch 
‘s eminent men as were the prebendaries of Winchefter.” 
The ftates of Fricfeland invited him to the profeffor: 
divinity in their univerfity of Francker, but he refufed it, 
Rebert earl of Warwick allo offered him a re€tory ; which, 
becaufe it was a fmaller parifh than Newbury, and old age 
‘was creeping upon him, and his ftrength began to fail, he 
thankfully accepted, provided the earl would take care to 
fend a pious faithful paftor to Newbury. The Door 
waited on the archbifhop of Canterbury, with whom he 
had been familiarly acquainted while ftudents together at 
Oxford, and begged his grace’s favor in the bufinefs. 
‘fhe acchbifhop entertained him courteoufly, and Pro. 
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mifed to grant all that he requefted; adding, that he 
would reprefent him to the king for a pious and tearned 
man, and no puritan. But the Doftor perceiving the 
archhiihop’s delign, and being determined to accept of no 
other preferment than the earl of #arwict's {mall rectory, 
he returned to Newbury, and entertained no more thoughts 
of leaving it, but fpent his time there in reading, medi- 
tating, preaching, and writing, with much plealure and 
fatisfa€tion to himfelf, and to the great comfort and edi- 
fication of his people. 

Dr. Twiffe refuted to read the proclamation (commonly 
called the Book of Sports) wherein the people were al- 
lowed to ufe certain {ports on the Lord's-day, and which 
was commanded to be read jn all chuches on pain of fuf- 
penfion both fromi office and benefice; yea, he modeftly 
declared againft it. K. fom being informed of it, 
fecretly commanded the bifhops not to meddte with him. 
The truth is (fays Clark) the king knew very well, that 
though Dr. Twiffe had but a {mall eftate, and lived 
meanly at home, yet his fame was great abroad in all the 
reformed churches, and that nothing could be done hardly 
againft him, but it would redound greatly to the difgrace 
of thofe who did it. However, Neale fays, that, in the 
beginning of the civil war, he was forced from his living 
at Newbury by the cavatiers, and died in very neceffitous 
circumftances, having loft al! his fabfiance by the king’s 
foldiers; infomuch that when fome of the affembly were 
deputed to vifit him in his ficknefs, they reported, that, 
“he was yery fick, and in great ftraights.’ 

In the beginning of the year 1643, the parliament, 
defigning to reform ecclefiaftical affairs, called an affem- 
bly of learned divines to advife and affift them therein ; 
who, when convened, unanimoufly chofe Dr. Twiffe to 
be the prolocutor, and placed him in the chair, though 
much againit his will. In his fermon, at the meeting of 
the aflembly, after exhorting them faithfully to difcharge 
their high calling to the glory of GOD and the honor of 
his church, he Jamented very much that © one thing was 
wanting,” namely, the royal affent to give comfort and 
encouragement to them, ‘et he hoped that, by the eff- 
cacy of their fervent prayers, it might be obtained, and 
that a happy union might be procured between the king 
and the parliament. He had long feen, with great grief, 
the difcord and divifions between the king and parliament, 
concluding they would prove fatal to both parties; and 
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CUTENESS in difputation with the papifts, added 

to a complete knowledge of the controverfy, in- 
troduced this learned divine to eminence. His name was 
properly Paircisugh, and he was ordained under it; but, 
by corrupt pronunciation, it was founded Fuircley, Fatelcy, 
and finally Featéey, which at length our Author adopted, 
He was defcended from a Lanca/fhire family, feated at 
Fair-cliff (whence the name ; Clough and Cliff being alike), 
though he himfelf was born at Charlton upon Ormore in 
the county of Oxferd, in March, 1582. 

He was educated in the geammar-(chool joining to 
Magdalen-college, admitted fcholar of Corpus Chrifti in 
1594, and probationer-fellow in 1602, being then ba- 
chelor of arts, He became now a fevere fludent in 
divinity : He read fathers, councils, and {choolmen, and 
was deeply learned in every thing relating to them. His 
admirable way of preaching, his fill in di(putation, and 
his cther rare accomplifhments, diftinguifhed him fo much, 
that Sir Lhomas Edmunds, being difpatched by K. Fames 
4o be lieger-embaffador in France, made choice of Featly 
for his chaplain. He lived three years there, and did 
great honor to the Engii/s nation, and the proteftant reli- 

ion, by difputing fuccefsfully againft the moft learned 
papifts; infomuch, that his antagonifts could not forbear 
giving him the titles of acutiffimus, and acerrimus. 

Upon his return to England, he repaired to his college, 
took a bachelor of divinity’s degree in 1613, and foon 
after became reGtor of Nerthill, in Cornwall, But before 
he was fettled there, he was called to be chaplain to Abbot 
archbifhop of Canterbury; and by him was preferred foon 
after to the rectory of Lambcth, in Surry. In 1617, he 
proceeded doctor in divinity, and puzzled Prideaux the 
king’s profeffor fo much with his arguments, that a quarrel 
commenced thereupon, which the archbifhop himfelf was 
forced to compofe. ‘The famous archbifhop of Spadato, 
Anthony de Dominis, being alio prefent at the difputation, 
was fo mightily taken with our Author’s manner, that he 
{mmediately gave him a brother's place in the Suvey- 
. hofpital, 
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hofpital, of which he was then mafter. About thas 
time archbithop Aébor gave him the rectory of All-hallows, 
Bread fircet, in London, which foon after he changed for 
the redtory of Adon, in Middiefex, and at length became 
the third and latt provolt of Chelfea-college. 

In 1625, being then married, he retired from the fervice 
of his grace of Canterbury, to Kennington, near Lambeth, 
where his wife had a houfe. In 1626, he publifhed his 
Ancilla Pictatis, or, The Handmaid to Private Devo- 
s¢ tion 2” OF which eight editions were printed off before 
the year 1676. With this was afterwards printed, “ The 
« Pra@ice of Extraordinary Devotion: And Mr. 
‘Wood relates, that, ¢ in one of thefe two, he makes the 
* ftory of St. George, the tutelar faint of England, a 
« mere figment; for which he was forced to cry peccavi 
« and to fall upon his knees before Laud archbithop of 
“< Canterbury.” From the year 1626, to the beginning of 
the civil war, he was chiedy employed in writing books, 
and in difputing againft Fifer and the jefuits, and with 
other perfons of a different way of thinking in matters 
of religion, 

Tn 1642, after the king had encountered the parliament 
army at Brentford, fome of the foldiers took up their 
quarters at Aé?on. “There they made fearch for our author 
Featly, whom they took to be 2 papift, at leaft to have, as 
it is faid, a pope in his belly : But not finding him, they 
did him vaft damage in deftroying his houfe, ftables, gra 
naries, barns, &%c, They then fought him at Lambeth 3 
and on the nineteenth of February, Being Sunday, fome of 
them rufhed inte the charch of that parthh, were he was 
to preach, in the time of divine fervice, with piftals and 
drawn {words to murder him. But miffing the door, 
who had juit received warning to get out of the way, 
they furioufly attacked fome of the congregation, fhot 
one dead, and mortally wounded another, threatening 
« to chop the doétor himfelf as (mall as herbs for the por, 
‘ for fuffering the Common Prayer (which they called 
« Efau’s mefs of pottage) to be read in the church.” 
Excellent proteftants, to vow deftruction to one of the 
firtt proteflant minifters of the ag! 

In 1643, he ivas appointed a member of the affembly of 
divines, and was afterwards a witnefs againft archbifhop 
Laud. He had difcovered more calvinifm, than he was 
ever fuppofed to have; but Dr. Heylin has faid, that he 
was always a calvinift in his heart, though he never 
Paewed it open}y till then. He was, however, a great 
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oppofer of the covenant, and wrote a letter to archbifhop 
Ufier, then at Oxford, containing his reafons : Which 
fetter being intercepted, and carried firft to the clofe 
committee, and then to the honfe of commons, he was 
judged to be a fpy and betrayer of the parliament’s 
caufe. He was feized on, and committed prifoner to 
Jord Petres houfe in Alderfgate Arcet, on the thirtieth 
of September, 1643, his rectories being taken from him}; 
and in this prifon he continued till March, 1644. 

In the height of thefe his fafferings, it happened, that 

a papift fent a bold challenge abroad, in contempt and 
defamation of the proteftant church, ‘The parliament 
recommended the anfwering it to our Dogtor, whom they 
knew to be well verfed in the matters in queftion. Had 
they firft reftored him to his liberty and eftate, this had 
been a juft and noble encouragement. But he was a poor 
Ufraelite under the Egyptian yoke, and mutt be content to 
abate the ftraw, yet make the brick: Only they vated him 
the ufe of his books, three of them at one time; and, 
by this vote, his library was awhile preferved, and him- 
felf diverted the irkfomnefs of his fad imprifonment. 
“Lo work he went, and at length finifhed and publifhed 
“his anfwer to the challenge, Augu/? 1, 1644, in a book 

entitled “ Roma Ruens.” 

He perfected and publifhed the fame year another 
book againft the baptifts, entitled, ** The Dipper Dipt.” 
They to be revenged of him (as it was {aid) repor- 
ted, That Dr. Featly was turned papift. To vindicate 
himfelf, he publithed his manifefto, and therein faith, 
«¢ Thave thought fit to make known to you all, whom it 
«¢ may concern, that being chofen provoft of Cheifea- 
“* college, 1 have, under the broad feal of England, a 
*¢ warrant to buy, have, and keep all manner of popifh 
«© books; and that 1 never bought and kept any of them, 
«* but to the end and purpofe, the better to inform 
« myfelf, to refute them, &c.” To which vindication, 
in the fame manifefto, he adds this challenge ; ‘* Whereas 
*¢ T am certainly informed, that divers lecturers and 
s¢ preachers in London and the fuburbs (who have entered 
** upon the labors of many worthy divines, and reaped 
« their harvefts) do in their pulpits after a moft infotent 
*¢ manner infult upon them, ing, Where are they 
«+ now that dare ftand up in defence of church-bierarchy, 
«© or book of Common Prayer; or any way oppofe or 
«© impugn the new intended reformation, both in doétrine 
“$ and difcipling of che church of England? 1 do bere 
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« protest, that I do and will maintain, by difputation, 
‘¢ or writing, againft any of them, thefe three conclu- 
«© fions, viz.” 

I. « That the articles of religion, agreed upon in the 
« year of our-Lord, 1562, by both houfes of convoca 
«€ tion, and ratified by.Q, Eijzabeth, need no alteration 
«© at all, but only.an orthodox explication in fome ambi- 
. guons, phrafes, and a, vindication againft falfe afpers 
“© fons,’ ae 
Il. ‘ That the difcipline of the church of England, 
eftablithed by many laws and aéts of parliament, that 
« js, the government by bishops (removing all innova- 
*¢ tions and abufes in the execution thereof) is agreeable 
«© t¢ GOD’s word, and a truly antient and apoftolical 
«< inftitution.” 

Ill. «* That there ought to be a fet form of public 
«¢ prayer, and that the book of Common Prayer (the 
«© kalendar being reformed in point of apocryphal fants 
*¢ and chapters, fome rubricks explained, and fome 
“ expreffions revifed, and the whole correétly printed 3 
s with all the pfalms, chapters, and allegations out of 
*© the Old and New Teftament, according to the laft 
* tranflation) is the moft complete, perfe@t, and exact 
* liturgy, now extant in the chriftian world.” 

Notwithftanding the great fervice, which the Doétor 
had done for the church of England, at the requeft of the 
parliament, by his anfwer to the popith challenge in his 
Roma Ruens, yet they fuffered him to continue in his old 
prifon, But when, through bad air, and bad diet, and 
ill lodging, and other inconveniencies, he fell into a 
dropfy, and other difeafes (upon his humble petition, and 
his phyficians certificate) after fixteen weeks attendance 
of his friends, the houfe granted him an order to remove 
to the frefh air of Chelfea-college, for fix weeks. Thither 
he came about the beginning of March 1644. But neither 
phyfic, nor air, nor diet, nor better lodging, nor com- 
pany, nor cordials, nor any thing elle could remove his 
difeates, or give bim hope of recovery. ‘There he {pun 
out a fhort time in much piety and holy exercifes, 
although wearied with pains, and worn out with affic- 
tions; whereof none were fo grievous to him, as the 
prefent diftraétions in the church and ftate. April 14, 
1645, he fet bis houfe in order, and made his will, begin- 
ning thus: ¢¢Firft, for my foul, [ commend it to him, 
“© whofe due it is by a three-fold right: My Creator, 
*€ who infufed it into me: My Redeemer, who freely 
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*€ ranfomed it with his deareft blood: My San¢tifier, 
<< who affifteth me now in my greateft and lateft affaults 
‘ of temptations, &%c. The next day he made a con- 
feffion of his faith to Dr. Leo, and others. April 17, 
(which was the laft a of thofe fix weeks his enemies 
had allotted him, as well as the aft of his life) his fpirit 
waxed faint, and drawing near to death he prayed thus: 
<< Lord, ftrike through the reins of them ‘that rife 
¢ againft the church and king, and let them be as chaff 
«© before the wind, ce. But, vpon our gracious fove- 
«¢ reign and his pofterity, let the crown flourith, This 
hd (aid he) is the hearty and earneft prayer of a poor 
« fick creature.” With which words, and many hea~ 
venh: ejaculations, commending his foul into the hands 
of his taithful Creator, be fell afleep, But his nephew 
coming in, caufed a fmall dofe of cordial fpirits to be 
adminiftered to him ; which made him once more to open 
this eyes, and feeing the tears of his mourning kin{fman, 
‘he faid, * Ah coufin, the poor church of GOD is torn 
© in pieces !” He faid no more, but fweetly and gent 
groaned out his wearied and fainting fpirit, and refigne 

is foul into the arms of his merciful Redeemer, in the 
fixty-fifth year of his 

“He was efteetned, (bys Mr. Wood) by the generality, 
* to be one of the moft refolute and victorious champions 
© of the reforthed proteftant religion in his time ; a moft 
2 {mart fcourge of the church of Rome, a compendium of 
« the learned tongues, and of all the liberal arts and {ci- 
‘ ences: And though of {mall ftature, yet he had a 
* great foul, and learning of all kinds compacted in him,? 
Mr. Leigh calls him ‘a learned divine, and a moft acute 
¢ difputant. 

He was the Author of near sat different Works, 
chiefly of the polemic kind againft the papifts, He alfa 
publifhed, in 1629, K. James's Cygnea Cantio ; in which 
may be feen a {cholaftic duel between that king and our 
Author. 
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HIS juftly famous and reverend Man was born in 
| Chefbire, at, a town called Shotlidge bordering on 
‘ales, not far from Malpas. His parents had a imall 

eftate, worth a hundred marks a year, which went to 
the eldeft brother. This ‘fobn was the youn of 
feventeen, and much beloved by his parents. He was 
fent to fchool to Cheffer; and when he was about 
fourteen years old, he was removed to Zefurcalege in 
Cambridge, where he was chofen firft fchofar, and after~ 
wards fellow : In that college he remained near fixteen 
ears. 
, ‘The manner of his converfion was thus : The fteward 
of the college accufed him to the mafter, for the non- 
payment of a confiderable fum of money due for one of 
is pupils, which Mr, Dod had truly paid, but had 
forgot to fet down, Hereupon there was a vehement 
conteft betwixt them; and vexation of mind, that 
he fhould be accounted a defrauder, fo troubled Mr. 
Dod, that he fell into a fever, and was dangeroufly fick 5 
yet all this while he was but in a natural eftate ; for 
though he had fome good {kill in the theoretic part of 
divinity, yet it was nothing but theory; and his affliction 
was this, that he fhould be blamed for that, which he, 
from the Jaw and light of nature hated. All his forrow, 
as yet, was but worldly forrow, and, as himfelf fays, ‘He 
« neither did nor could tell how to pray.” At length the 
Lord applied to his heart that fcripture, Rom. vii. 14. 
The law is (Pititueh, but I am carnal and fold under fin3 
and prefently his fins came upon him like armed men, 
the tide of his thoughts was turned, and he left muting 
upon the error of his heart and life. He began ferioufly 
to confider, how he had offended GOD, _betook ‘himélf 
to great humiliation, and earneftly befought the Lord.for 
pardon and peace in Fefus Chrift; yet for fome time he 
could find no comfort’; but at h the falvation of 
Chrift was opened to his mind, and his heart was enabled 
to rejoice in it, : 


Z2 Soon 


172 DOD, 


Soon after this, he defired his accufer to come to him, 
and told him, that though he had accounted him to be 
his great-enemy, ~yet now he acknowledged him to be his 
good friend, for that he was a mean to bring him unto 
GOD; and afterwards (by GOD’s good providence) it 
came to this man’s remembrance, that Mr. Dod had paid. 
him the money, was rery forrowful for the wrong which 
he had done him, and did him all the right he could for 
the healing of his name. Mr. Dod afterwards faid, that 
he had not a more faithful friend in ail the college, during 
his abode there, than this man proved to him, 

When he was of fome years ftanding a mafter of arts, 
‘he was appointed to oppofe in the philofophy-act at the 
«commencement; which he did with great approbation, 
infomuch it was defired that he fhould difpute again the 
next commencement; but that. he declined. When he 
preached his firft fermon in the univerfity, he had be- 
Rtowed much pains about it, binding himfelf to words and 
phrafes; but he found himfelf confined, and_refolved 
afterwards never to pen his fermon verbatim. His ufual 
manner was, to write only the analyfis of his text, the 
proofs of {cripture for the dotrines, with the reafons and 
ufes, and fo leaving the reit to meditation; in which 
courfe he never found defeét. About this time Dr. Fulke, 
Dr. Chaderton, Dr. Whitaker, and fome others, had their 
frequent meetings to expound the fcriptures, and had 
chofe the epiftle to the Hebrews; in which meetings they 
were pleafed from their refpe& to Mr. Ded to invite 
him among them, 

While he continued fellow of Fefus-collere, by the im- 
portunity of fome good people of Ely, he went weekly 
and preached amongit them in that city ; where the Lord 
gave a great blefing to his miniftry, His removal from 
Cambridge to Hawwell in Oxford/bire was thus occafioned. 
Mr, Cope (afterwards Sir Anthony Cope) a man of eminent 
note, who was much wrought -upon by Mr. Dod's 
miniftry, fent a'letter to Dr. Chaderton, to provide him a 
tminifter for Hanwell, which cure was then vacant. Dr, 
Chaderton moved Mr, Dod to go to the place ; and after 
he had been a while, and preached feveral fermons, by 
the defire and confent of the people, and by the appro- 
bation of the neighbour-minifters who had heard him, 
he was fettled as their paftor. While he was at Harwell, 
he preached twice every fabbath, catechifing alfo. in the af- 
ternoon, and kept a lecture on the 4edueflay conftantly 3 
and befides this, he was one of the five miniilers whe held 
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up the leéture at Banbury. He gave himfelf much ta 
fafting and prayer and fpirttual conferences, to the great 
comfort and benefit of the people, and the converfion of 
many fouls unto GOD. He’ was given to hofpitality, 
delighting therein, keeping a conftant table on Sundays, 
ant on the Wednefdays when he heldza leGure; upon 
which days he had not under eight @r twelve perjons 
commonly dining with him, and he "{pent the time 
amongft them in {piritaal exhortation and conference. 

He was about thirty years old when be came to Han- 
well, and continued there above twenty years, where he 
had twelve children by his wife une, the daughter of 
dottor Bound, and daughter-in-law to thar eminent fer- 
vant of Fefus Chriff, Mr. Grecnbam of Draighton near 
Cambridge; fhe was one that truly feared GOD. After 
her deceafe (by the perfuafion of fome friends) he took 
to wife Mrs. Cieiton, who then lived at Stratford-Bew 3 
fhe alfo was a godly woman, and he was contracted to 
her by Mr. Egerton of Black-Friars, and married by his 
antient and affeétionate friend Dr. Gouge, reétor of that 

arith. 

si But to return back again to Hanwell ; It pleafed the. 
Lord to give a great blefiing to his miniftry in that place; 
yet he had much trouble from the envy of fome minifters 
that lived about him, who, though they feldom preached 
themtelves, would not fuffer their people to go from 
them ; and hence he was frequently queftioned in the 
bifhop’s courts. And befides this (though fome of Hanwell 
were very courteous and kind) there were fome others 
who were glad to get from him what they could, and to 
keep from him what they could, thinking that what he 
had was too much, Upon a time Mr. Dod took a jour- 
ney to Draighion, to bemoan himfelf to his father-in-law 
Mr. Greenham, on account of his croffes and hard ufage ; 
from whom he received this anfwer; ‘Son, fon, when 
« affli€tion lieth heavy, fin lieth light.’ This deferves 
the rather to be remembered, becanfe Mr. Dod ufed 
often to blefs GOD for it, faying, that if Mr. Greenbam 
had bemoaned him, which expected, he had done 
him hurt: And he forgot not this fpeech in his old age, 
but made excellent ufe of it for himfelf and others. 

He was fulpendgd from his miniftry at Hanwell by 
Dr. Bridges, bifhop of Oxford. And (fufpeting what 
would follow) the fabbath before he went to the vifitation, 
he gave his hearers a farewel fermon out of that text, 
f will {mite the Jbepherd ang the focep Joall be feattered tne 
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people attending to him with fad countenances, and weep- 
ing eyes, Being thus driven from Hamwell, he preached 
at Fenny-Compton in Warwick/bire, where he had but {mall 
means; but he was defirous to be doing good, From 
thence he had a fair call to Cannons-A/aby in Northampton~ 
Shire, where he lived quietly feveral {ors preached over 
the whole prophecy of Danicl, with fome other ferip- 
tures; having much kindnefs from Sir Erafmus D; 

(in whom there was a rare mixture of piety and learning) 
and good affeétion from Mr. Cope, He was filenced from 
preaching at 4/Aby, upon a complaint made againft him 
by bifhop Neale, to K. James, who commanded archbi- 
fhop Abbot to filence him. 

‘Then he ceafed for fome time to preach publicly ; yet 
in regard of his heavenly gift in conference, he might 
have been faid daily to preach privately ; he was in his 
element, when he was difcourfing of heavenly things. 
And GOD in goodnefs fo ordered it, that, when he was 
teftrained from public preaching, he conceived that at 
that time his life was no lefs profitable than it had been 
in former times. 

He had much employment in comforting fuch as were 
wounded in their fpirits, being fent for, not only nigh at 
hand, but alfo into remote countries, There was a 
gentlewoman who had a great wom eftate, and an 
affectionate hufband, but fhe was fo feverely affaulted 
with temptations, that fhe often attempted to make away 
with herfelf, Mr. Dod was fent for to come to her; and 
the Lord fo bleffed his counfels, exhortations, and prayers, 
that fhe did not only recover from her anguifh of {piri 
but was afterwards taken notice of for her Singular piety 5 
aud this affliction was not only the means of her conver- 
fion, but of her hufband’s, fo that both of them were a 
great mercy in the country where they lived, promoting 
teligion according to their power, and entertaining and 
cherifhing godly people. She lived feveral years quieted 
in her heart, and rich in good works; and when the fay 
on her death-bed, Mr. Dod was fent for to her again, 
who fpake much of the glory that would fhortly be 
revealedto her. She told him, that the felt the comforts 
of GOD, and that fhe could as hardly at that time for- 
bear Ginging, as formerly in child-bearing fhe could 
forbear crying ; and fhortly after fhe died. 

There was a gentleman, related to a noble family, fo 
perplexed in his mind, that he had been known in hard 
frofts to go barefooted, that the pain of his feet might 
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divert his thoughts, Mr. Dod was fent for to him, wha 
was made his fpiritaal phytfician to heal him. It would 
be long to infiit on all particulars of this nature, the 
Lord having made bim a happy infirument for the good of 


many. 
‘When he had {pent fome years in this kind of fervice, 
the care and induftry of Mr. Richard Knightly of 
Prefin, after the death of K. Fames, his liberty was. 
procured for preaching again publicly, and then he was 
fettled at Faufey, where he preached twice every Lord’s- 
day, There he went over the gofpel of St. Dein, the 
epiftle to the Colofians, and other fcriptures. 

He was much given to hofpitality at Faujley, as he had 
formerly been at Hanwell; fo that there was fcarce any 
fabbath in the year, in which he did not dine both poor 
and rich, commonly three or four poor perfons, befides 
thofe that came from other places to hear him. He had 
fo large an heart, that, upon occafion, he hath given to 
fome three fhillings, to fome ten fhillings, to fome twenty 
fhillingss and when the poor came to buy butter or cheefe, 
he would command his maid to take no money of them, 
At Faufley be had quietnefs from the courts, as alfo at 
Afbby ; for in neither of thofe places were there any 
church-wardens, 

He ufed to bear croffes with much patience and meek- 
nefs, being wont to fay, that fanétified afflictions were 

‘reat promotions, quoting that of the apoitle Peter, 1 Pet. 
i. 7 He always expected troubles, and prepared hinfelf 
for them ; and put this difference between the afflictions 
for which we are provided, and others ; that the firft are 
but blows on the harnefs, but the others are blows on the 
flefh. Upon a time, when an affliction was upon him, 
which went to his very heart, and in the expeétation of 
which he wept; yet when he faw it was the will of GOD 
that it fhould be fo, he faid to one whom he loved, “ I 
«© will go and blefs GOD, for I believe this fhall be for 
“ my good,” 

He gave himfelf much to fafting and prayer; and 
when he fafted, his cuftom was, to abftain from the din- 
ner of the day before to the fupper of the day after. His 
difeafes, till he was above threefcore, were only fevers, 
and thefe for the moft part high and violent. In the 
fixty-third year of his age he had a fever, in which there 
was {mall hope of life. Br. Oxenbridge was his phyfician, 
who, waiting for the breathing out of the difeafe by 
Sweating (in which at aft he had his defire) came to Mr. 
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Ded, and, in the prefence of feveral people, faid unto 
him, * Now I have hope of your recovery ;’ to which 
Mr, Dod anfwered, “ You think to comfort me by this, 
«© but you make my heart fad; it is-as if you fhould 
¢¢ tell one, who had been fore weather-beaten on the 
“© fea, and conceiving he was arrived at the haven where 
* his foul longed to be, that he muft come back again 
* to be rolled with new winds and waves.” In his 
greateft health and profperity he would fpeak how he 
defired to be diffolved. Upon atime a gentleman blamed 
him for it, faying, he liked not fervants who would 
have their wages before they had done their work ; but 
he feemed to be-conftant in this defire, alledging thefe 
yeafons among others, that GOD had given him a 
fettled affurance of heaven and a fight of the excellenc: 
of heayen, and that the earth was but a prifon,, an 
heaven the palace, where was perfect holinels and hap- 
inefs, ee oee . 

F He took all occafions to do good; when he was. in 
company, by godly fpeeches, fealoning thofe which came 
to him, that unlefs it were their own fault they might be 
the better for him, Being invited to a great feaft, where 
there were many gentlemen, and fome of them began to 
fwear, he ftopped them by difcourfing of the greatnefs 
of that fin; and that he might not burden their memo- 
ries, he quoted three chapters; every one was the firft, 
as the firit of Zachariah, the firfk of Matthew, and the 
firft of James; and he opened thofe fcriptures in fuch 
fort, that they were all hufhed, and did not again 
offend in that kind while he was prefent among them. 

The word of GOD was his great delight, his medi- 
tation was of it in the night, and his difcourfe in the days 
when thofe that were with him were {peaking of earthly 
things, he would find out forme way to bring in heavenly; - 
when he could not fleep in the night, he would fay, 
*¢ ‘That the meditation of the word was fweeter to him 
“© than fle ‘When he had preached twice on the fab- 
bath, and was weary, yet to thofe that came to him he 
would go on afrefh in holy difcourfes ; and the comforts, 
which he found in his foul, made him fometimes forget 
his body, and fpeak till he was ready to faint, 

His eminence was in frequency, aptnefs, freenefs, and 
largenefs of godly difcourfe ; in which refpect it may be 
ait of him, that, in the country where he lived, none 
were known who were equal to him. He was micans 
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inter omnes, velut inter ignes luna minores, © Shining among 
© the relt, like the moon among inferior lights? 

He was very merciful himfelf; and to move parents, 
that were rich, to mercy, he would fay thus, “ You 
*¢ are caring and contriving to lay up for your children, 
« but lay up for yourfelves a good foundation againft the 
“€ time to come, being rich in good works ; you will 
‘© Jay up treafure in the earth, which is an unfafe place; 


*¢ lay up treafures in heaven, shar is the fure and fale 
« 


lace.” 
Bie loved and honored thofe that feared GOD, though 
in point of fubfeription and ceremonies they were. not of 
his judgement ; and as he fowed, fo he reaped: He was 
full of Jove himfelf, and greatly beloved of others. Dr. 
Prefton, whom good men loved for his excellent piety 
and learning, was a faithful friend of Mr. Dod’s, often 
entertained him at his chamber, and efteemed him much 
for his {pirituality in conference and converfation, and 
for his ability to open fcripture, and to comfort troubled 
fpirits, When the doétor’s confumption was upon him, 
. which put an end to his life, he came to Mr, Richard 
Knightley’s at Prefton in Northamptonfhire, which was but 
a milé from Faufley, where Mr. Dod was minifler, and 
defired him to fpeak to him of death and heaven, and 
heard him with patience and thankfaluefs: Mr. Dod 
prayed by him when he hay dying, and preached his 
tuneral fermon. See Val. Il. p. 477. 

Alfo Mr. Throgmorton, a pious and painful preacher of 
the word, a good man, dying the fame year of a con- 
fumption, came to AfAby, not far from Faufley, to have 
the help of Mr. Dod's comforts and counfels, He was 
opprefled with melancholy; and a little before he gave 
up his foul to Cari, he afked Mr. Dod, ‘ What will ye 
* fay of him that is going out of the world, and can find 
* no comfort ? To whom he anfwered, “* What will 
*© you fay of our faviour Chriff, who when he was 
*¢ going out of the world found no comfort, but cried 
“© out, My GOD, my GOD, why haf? thou Sorfoken me £” 
‘This {peech refrefhed Mr. Throgmorton, and within a 
little {pace of time after this, he went to his heavenly 
inheritance. 

Mr. Ded, as he was of a weaned difpofition from the 
world himfelf, fo he Jabored to wean others. He put 
this difference between rich chriftians and poor, that for 
poor chriftians their father kept the purfe, but the rich 
shriftians kept the purfe in their own hands. But it 
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might oftener fall ont, and did; and therefore the purfe 
was better in the Father’s hand than in the children’s. 
He ufed to compare wicked men to waves of the fea; 
thofe, who were of great effate, were great waves > 
thofe, who were of finali eftate, were {mall waves ; but 
all were reftlefs as waves. 

To a friend of his, that was raifed from a mean eftate 
to worldly greatnefs, he fent word, that this was but 
as if he fhould go out of a boat into a barge or thip ; 
but there ought to be a ferious and godly remembrance, 
that, while we are in this world, we are upon the 
fea, 

He often repeated this, that nothing could hurt us but 
our own fins; and they fhould not hurt us, if we truly 
repented of them: And nothing could do us good but 
GOD’s favor ; and that we fhould be fure of, if we un- 
feignedly fought it. Speaking of Davia’s penning the 
fifty-firit Pfaim, after his murder and adultery, he put 
this glofs upon it, ‘ ‘That hearty and true penitents 
*¢ fhall have caufe to praife the Lard for his pardoning 
«© mercy.” 

He faid, “¢ AfliGtions were GOD’s potions, which 
*© we might fweeten by faith and faithful prayer ; but 
“ we for the moft part made them bitter, putting into 
*« GOD’s cup the ill ingredients of our own impatience 
<¢ and unbelief.” He gave this reafon why many of 
GOD’s people lived uncomfortably, for ** They ‘fhut 
«<< their ear againft what GOD faid, where they fhould 
© open it ; and they opened their ear to what their 
«¢ carnal reafon, and fatan, and the world faid, where 
«they fhould fhut it; but (faid he) the plalmift was 
« wifer, Pfalm Ixxxv. 8. He would hear none of them 
all; J will hear what the Lord GOD will fpeak.” 

His preaching was fearching 3 and when fome fuppofed 
that he had informers and {pies, becaufe he came fo 
clofe to them, he anfwered, ‘ ‘That the word of GOD 
*¢ was fearching, and that if he was fhut ap in a dark 
*¢ vault, where none could come at him, yet allow him 
« but a Bible and a candle, he fhould preach as he 
“¢ did.” 

He had an excellent gift in fimilitudes, which flowed 
freely and frequently from him ; as all thofe knew, who 
either heard him preach publicly or difcourfe privately. 
He called death the friend of grace, though it were the 
enemy of nature ; and whereas the word, and facra~ 
ments, and prayer do but weaken fin, death: kills it. 

Speaking 
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Speaking of prayer, he faid, «¢ A man was never ina 
‘© hard condition, unlefs he had a hard heart, and could 
“* not pray.” 

Having preached out of that text, O woman, great is 
thy faith, be it unto thee ever as thou wilt; he invited 
fome women to dinner, und told them it was a commen 
faying, ** Let a woman have her will, and then fhe. 
«would be quiet. Now the way for a woman to have 
‘© her will, is to have a {trong faith, and to pray as that 
+ woman in the gofpel did.” 

Upon atime when he had preached Jong, and it was 
later than ufual before he went to dinner, he faid, “ You, 
“© fhall have fome gentlemen follow hounds from feven 
© in the morning tll four or five in the afternoon, be- 
* caufe they love the cry of dogs, which to me is 
« unpleafant hearing ; fo if we Jove the word, we hould 
** be content though the minifter ftood above his hour :” 
And he added, ** Methinks it is much better to hear 3 
** minifter preach, than a kennel of hounds to bark.” 
Speaking of recreation, he faid, “* He marvelled what 
«the vocation of many was, who were fo eager for 
“© recreation ; and if we fhould come into a houle, and 
*¢ fee many phyfic-boxes and glaffes, we fhould conclude 
“© fomehody is tick; fo when we fee hounds, and hawks, 
“© and cards, and dice, we may fear that there is fome 
“© fick foul in that family.” 

He told fome friends, ** That if he were to pafs fen- 
«* tence who wag a rich man, he would not Jook into 
*< his purfe or cheft, how much gold he had laid up, 
“© but look into his heart for what promifes were trea- 
«* fared up there ; for we count him rich that is rich in 
“© bonds; but they have the beft bonds that lay hold on 
*< the promifes of GOD, 

Speaking to a minifter, who was to go to a place 
where there was but fmall means, he told him, “That 
“6 his care was to preach and do GOD iervice, and then 
«© GOD would provide for him.” When he preached 
at Fuyfley, and was much reforted to, as it was with 
him in other places; be told a godly man of his acquain~ 
tance, *¢ That if the country knew as much by him, 
“as he knew by himfelf, they would not have him in 
“© fo much admiration.” 

Speaking about going to Jaw, his opinion was, that 
“Tt was better to buy love than law ; for one might. 
*¢ have a great deal of love for a little, whereas he 
“could have but a little law for a great deal.” He 
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would frequently fay, « That was well which ended ever 
* Jaffingly well, and that was ill which ended everlait- 

“© ingly ill; and that a man was never undone till he 
© was in hell.” 
‘This was a fpeech which he often ufed; that “If it 
. © were lawful to envy any, he would envy thofe that 
‘* turned to GOD in youth, whereby they efcaped much 
*< fin and forrow, and were like unto Jacob that gained 
« the bleffing betimes.” . 

‘This was a remarkable paflage of providence, that upon 

a time, when it was late at night, it came into his 

» mind that he muft fee a friend of his about two miles 

off. He had bufinefs, and would have put it off, but 
his thoughts were reftlefs; whereupon he went; and 
when he came to the place all the family were in bed, 
‘but only his friend, who was efteemed truly godly, but 
vat that time was overwhelmed with temptations; the 
occafion whereof was, fome cruelty offered to his chil- 
dren. Mr. Ded knew nothing, either of the temptation 
or occafion of it; but knocking at the door, his friend 
opened the door to him, to whom he faid, “I am come 
* to you, 1 know not why myfelf, but I was reftlefs 
«in my fpirit until I had done it :” To whom his 
friend anfwered, “you know not why you came; but 
* GOD knew why he fent you;’ and then: pulled out 
4 halter with which he had intended felf-murder at that 
time, which hy GOD’s goodnefs was thus prevented. 

Speaking o lofing for Chrift, he teftified from his 
own experience, that for the lofs of one carnal hrother 
sbe had two hundred fpiritual brethren. Before he was 
married, he could not maintain himfelf, and therefore 
thought how he fhould maintain a wife and children, 
his income not being great; but looking out of his ftudy 
window, he faw a hen and chickens feratching for their 
iving, and he confidered thus with himfelf, the hen 
did but live before, and had nothing to fpare, and now 
fhe had as much with that great family. 

When he faw a chriftian look fad, he would ufe thar 
fpeech which Fonadab did to Amnon, ‘ Art not then @ 
© king's fon P” He would fay to thofe that complained 
of loffes ‘and crofles, what Eliphaz did to Fob, “ Do 
© phe confolations of GOD feem fmall to you 2? (OID hath 

taken away your children, your goods, but he hath 
* pot taken away himfelf, nor Chrif, nor his {pirit, 
«yor heaven, nor eternal life.” He ufed to inftrua 
thritians how they should never have a great affliction, 
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nor long, and that was by looking upon things which 
were not feen, which are eternal, 2. Cor.iv. 17, 18. 
«* What can be great to him that counts the world 
‘¢ nothing ? and what can ke long to him that thinks 
© his life but a fpan long 2” in order to perfuade 
chriftians not to return railing for railing, he would 
fay, that ‘* if a dog bark at a fheep, a fheep will not 
<©bark at a dog.” 

In the great civil war, at the firft beginning of it 
when many people came to him, being affrighted at the 
outrages which were committed; he encouraged them, 
ufing this fpeech, ‘ That if a houfe were full of rods, 
«© what need the child fear, when none of them could 
«¢ move without their father’s hand; and the Lord was 
“4 loving father; ftate and Jife and all were in his 
« Qifpofing.” When afterwards fome foldiers came to his 
houfe, and threatened to knock him on the head, he an- 
fwered with confidence, that ‘*1f they did, they fhonld 
*« fend him to heaven, where he longed to be, but they 
*€ could do nothing except GOD gave leave.” They 
broke open his chefts and cupboards, and plundered 
his of his goods; but he faid to a friend of his, «¢ Phat he 
«© woukl not do them that honor to fay they had taken 
© aught from him, but it was the Lord, alledging that 
* of Fob, who, when he was fpoiled by the Chaldeans 
© and Sabeans, did not fo much as name the inftruments, 
“© but, Lhe Lord hath given, and the Lord bath taken 
“© away; bleffid be the name of the Lord.” ° 

At Tength they came to him, when through weaknefs 
he was unable not only to fti: out of his chamber, but 
alfo out of his bed; they cnt the curtains off his hed 
anil pulled away the pillowbeers from under his head, 
atking him, ¢ Whether he could fpeak Latin?’ In all 
which loffes, which were great, he never uttered one 
word of impatience. In his ficknefs when extreme pain 
was upon him, as foon as the fit was over, he would fa 
to his maid-fervant that attended him, *¢O think well 
« of GOD for it, for it is moft juflly and wifely done, 
«© whatfoever he fendeth or doeth.” When his fervants 
came to vifit him in the morning, he would fay ; “Have 
«ye been with GOD to blefs him for your ficep this 
*© night ? He might have made your bed your grave.” 

He would often fay in his ficknefs, «1 am not afraid 
“ to look death in the face; Ican fay, death, where 
“ is thy ting? Death cannot hurt me.” He fpake how 
death was a {weet fleep to a chriftian; adding, that if 
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parénts fhould tell little children who had played alf 
the day, that they mufi go to bed, they would be ready 
to cry: But a laboring man is glad when night comes, 
that he might go to reft: So wicked men, death is 
unwelcome unto them; but a child of GOL, who hath 
Tabored and foffered, is glad when death cometh, that 
he may reft from his labors. 

Whien he had been long fpeaking to thofe who came 
to him, and wfed to afk him queitions, and had been 
perfuaded to {pare himtelf; he would fay, “* Hear but 
«« this one thing more, it may be! fhall never fpeak 
« to you again, but if it thould be fo, Blofed is the 
+ fervant whom his Lord when he comesh fhull find fo 
«“deing. Harken to a few words more.” GOD hath 
«* heard all the words we have fpoken, and confidered 
<< with what ‘hearts and affections we have fpoken 
«¢ them.” 

He ufed to compare rebukes uttered in paffion to 
fealding potions, which the patient coukl not take 
down ; and his opinion was, that if we would do good 
unto others, we should Jabor for mecknefs of wifdom, 
whereby we fhall be enabled to ute foit words and 
hard arguments. 

He allowed to hufbands and wives only one conten= 
tion; which was this, who fhould love one another 
beft; and advifed them, that when either of them were 
in a paffion, they fhould not anfwer paffions with paf~ 
fions, but with compaffions, 

He was very plain and familiar both in preaching 
and conference, yet very {piritual, and performed all 
with much gravity. 

“fhe chief things he fought GOD for, in his frequent 
fecrot faltings and prayers (as himfelf {aid), were, ‘the 
knowledge of the icriptures, and a bleffing upon his ' 
minittry, in both which GOD anfwered him abun- 
dantly. 

As for the feriptures, GOD had fo enlightened him, 
that he was able ta give account of the drift and {cope 
of the fpirit of GOD in the greateft part of them, with 
great clearnefs, and to open them in fuch fort and man- 
net as proved very effe€tual for the bringing of feripture- 
light into fimple men’s underfandings, who were not 
able to reach the obfcure and fcholaftic interpretations of 
many, His manner was, to compare feripture with 
feripture, feldom naming the diffenters, and but {par- 

ingly 


DoD Bs 


ingly different readings, but making out the truth 
politively or by neceffary confequence. 

In preaching, he ulually took fome portion of ferip- 
ture in order before him, opening a verfe or two or more 
qit_a time, firft clearing the dritt and connection, then 
giving the fenfe and interpretation briefly, but very 
plainly, not leaving the text till he had made it plain 
to the meaneit capacity ; then raifing thofe dodtrines 
that were moft agreeable to the mind and meaning of 
the fpirit of GOD in that text, clearing and exempli- 
fving his points excellently out of the word, opening 
his proofs, but not multiplying particulars, which opprefs 
the memory, nor dwelling fo long as to make all truth 
run through a few texts. He tpake moft largely and 
very home in application, mightily convincing and 
diving into men’s hearts and confeiences, and leaving 
them little or nothing to object againft it. 

He took great care to fpeak to the meaneft capacity, 
and to feed the kambs, faying, “ He muft ftoop to 
¢¢ Joweft capacity 3 and if he could reach them, others 
<¢ might help themfelves.” He could not endure thar 
minifters fhould ufe hard and unufual Enzli/b ; he ftuid, 
that “ moft minifters in England ufualty fhoot over the 
“ heads of their hearers.” 

He did not itrive to fpeak all that might be faid to 
a point, nor to fhew variety, or pleafe curiofity, but to 
fpeak to the heart; he would fay that there were many 
tricks and devices that fome men ufed in preaching, but 
they feldom did good ; the pure gofpel, and that preach- 
ing which the world counts foolifinefs, was that which 
works moft kindly *, 

He was very evangelical, ftriving firft to make men 
fee their loft condition clearly, and to be convinced of 
it, faying, ‘* Senfe of mifery was a good ftep to the 
« remedy ;” and then largely and excellently opening 
the promifes, and the grace of GOD in Chriff accordin, 
to the gofpel, looking at that as the moft effectual 
preaching. ‘¢ Some (fays he) labor ftill to keep men 
*¢ under terrors, and load them with threatenings, ec. 
“ left they fhould not be humbled enough ; but the 
“© gofpel works true humiliation, not the law; it arifes 








© OF the fame mind was the late exeellent Mr. Bofwick 5 wines his 
invaluable fermon vpon * Sif difelaimed, zed Clif exahed,” 
which is perhaps the moft fearching and evanselical Coucio auf clerum 
now extant, Printed for Mathews in the Strand. 
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*€ from fenfe of fin and mifery joined with hope of 
“< mercy. The damned have terror and fenfe of mifery 
*© enough, but that doth not humble them.” 

He dested to fpeak diftinely, not giving the chil- 
dren’s bread to dogs, but to difcover hypocrity and 
fincerity by lively charaéters and figns ; but yet with 
tendernefs to babes if Chrij2, Mriving to difcover a babe 
from an hypocrite. He was excellent for practical 
divinity, for living by faith as to fpirituals and tempo- 
rals, and for felf-denial ; he was alfo very confolotary, 
rendering religion the moft fweet and comfortable life, 
notwithitanding fafferings. He ufed to prefs much after 
the feeking of fpiritual illumination, in hearing and 
reading, &%c. and divine affittance in religious duties 
not contenting ourfelves with the ufe of parts and ac- 
complifhments, or grace received, but to Jook higher, 
faying, ‘¢ David that could preach excellently, and had 
«6° Nathan and Gad the prophets alfo to preach, yet cries 
“© ont for teaching ; thereby fhewing, thar all teachin; 
“ would not do, unlefs GOD teacheth alfo. An 
“© David cries, open mine eyes; he had the light without, 
«¢ but he muft have light within, oz. fight, elfe he 
* could not fee the wonders of the law, though he had 
“© the law.” 

He ufed to prefs much to meeknefs, and a fweet dif- 
pofition to affability, charity, and chearfulneis ; not to 
be rigid, four, turt, nor fad, left the world fhould think 
that we ferved an hard matter, 

Being above eighty years old, his pains were very 
great, yet not over painful to him ; though he preached 
almoft all day long on the Lord’s-day, he faid “* Te was 
*¢ no great matter to: pay money when one had it; all 
“¢ the labor was to get it.” He opened a chapter, and 
prayed in his family, afterwards preached twice in public, 
and in the interim difcourted all dinner time, but eat 
very little; he brought in many with bim to dinner, 
befides his four or fix conftant widows. If his wife 
began to doubt of her provifion at fight of fo many, 
he would fay, ‘ Better want meat than good company ; 
«* there is fomething in the houfe, though cold; this 
«is not a day to feaft the bodies but fouls.” At 
firft fitting down, he would bid them help themfelves 
and one another, and fee that none want; * Let me 
*< (faid he) bid you but once, for I would not fpeak a 
** vain word to day.” After both fermons the houfe 
would be filled, and he being fat in his chair, wled to 
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fay, If any havea good queftion or a hard place of 
«<‘feripture to open, let them fay on 3” and, when he was 
int, he would call for a fmall slafs of wine and beer 
t, aud then would go to it again till night. 

He was excellent in preaching oceafionally upon 
the works of creation, as he walked or rode. 

His miniftey was fo spiritual, and yet fo plain, that 
poor fimple people, who never knew what religion 
meant, when they had gone to hear him, could not 
chufe but talk of his fermon; it mightily affected 
poor creatures to hear the myfteries of GOD (by his 
excellent (kill that way) brought down to their own 
language and dialeét. 

He was fo holy and fpiritval both in life and doc- 
trine, that he filenced even defperate and devilith op- 
pofers of religion; it was a difcredit for any to {peak 
evil of him, becaufe it mut needs exprefs much malice, 
and all men moft generally (in his Jatter time at leaft) 
honored him, 

He was very fuccefsful in making peace, though 
between defperate and almoft implacable adverfaries, 
and fome of them wicked; mightily convincing them 
with golpel-arguments, to the overcoming and quieting 
of their fpirits. 

He would anfwer any queftions propounded, that 
were but fit for a divine to fpeak to; yet fhewing his 
approbation or diflike of the queftion according to the 
worth and fpirituality, or curiofity and lightnefs of it. 

‘When mean inferior people came to {peak with him, 
if he was walking in the church, where he ufed moft 
to ftudy, that he might have room to walk in (being 
troubled with the ftone) or elfewhere; if he thought 
them bafhful, he would meet them, and fay, ‘* Would 
you fpeak with me?” and when he found them 
unable to ftate their queftion, he would help them out 
with it, taking care to find the fore; but would anfwer 
and deal fo compaffionately. and tenderly, as not to 
difcourage the pooreit foul from coming again to him. 

any queftioned him about ceremonies, concerning 
which there were many difputes at that time, he was 
very wary in dealing, (not fhy in {peaking his judge- 
ment) but careful of advifing them according to their 
ftrenath ; he would bid them take heed of being Jed 
merely by the imitation of any hody, or ather men’s 
arguinents, but look to their feriprure ight, and fee 
what arguments they had to bear them our ; and whether 
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they could faffer alone in that cafe if they fhould furvive 
their patterns; he would not have them make a bufi- 
nefs about lefs things, and then fall off from what 
they began to profefs. 

Being to advite a young man in his choice of a yoke- 
fellow, he bad him look principally after godlinefs: 
«© Men talk of a portion, grace is the beft portion: 
The wife woman buildeth up the boufe, viz. the godly 
«&e, not the rich. Some ute to fay, there is a‘portion 
«¢ and civility, and we will hope for grace; but, faith 
“he, rather make fure of grace, and hope for riches : 
«© There is far greater reafon for it; for godlinefs hath 
“< the promifes, riches have none ; a fon or daughter 
© of GOD faalt be provided for.” 

He would fay, he that could anfwer two queftions 
well might have comfort in any place or condition; 
viz. Who am I? and What do I here? Am J a child 
«of GOD? and, Am I in my calling or way? He 
¢ hath given bis angels cherge to kecp thee in all thy ways 
<¢ And that the knowledge of two things would make 
* one wi'iing to fuffer or die, viz. What heaven is? 
“© And that is mine.” Ay (faid one) if a man were 
fure? To whom he anfwered, “Truly, affurance is to 
“©be had; and what have we been doing all this 
«© while?” 

He ufed to fay, “ They that hope to go to heaven 
«¢ (as moft do) and had not good evidence for it, were 
*¢ like a man, that, paffing by a great houfe and eftate, 
** would fay, This is mine; but being bid to thew 
“© his title, would fay, Somebody muft have it, and 
*¢ why not [?—Such is moft men’s title for heaven.” 

During the time of his lait ficknefs, it pleafed the 
Lord to try him by grievous pains, moft bitter and 
fharp, of the flranguary: But, when he had any inter- 
miffion, he was breathing out fach fpeeches as tended 
to the praife of GOD, and to the edification of thofe 
‘that attended him. He flept lietle all the night or 
day before his death, in which time he employed his 
attendants who were about him to read the {criptures, 
which he expounded to them; and when his ftrength 
was fpent with fpeaking, he retired himfelf to prayer 
and meditation, When he felt his pains returning, he 
would intreat thofe that were about him to pray to 
GOD for him, either to give him deliverence or pa- 
tience. His temptations a little before his death, 
and his wreftlings with fatan, were great; and fo baie 
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his vidtories. He fpake to one ‘that watched with 
him all night, about two o’clock in the morning, that 
he had been wreftling with fatan all that night; who 
accufed him that he neither preached, nor prayed, nor 
performed any duty as he fhould have done, for man- 
ner or for end; but he faid, «*I have anfwered him 
¢€ from the examples of the prodigal and the publican.” 

His faith and patience weré increafed and perfected 
by his fufferings. ‘He longed and thirited to he with 
« Chrift,” which words he often uttered; and often 
faid, “I am not afraid to look death in the face: I 
«© can fay, death, where is thy fling P death cannot hurt 
«© me,” “One of his laft fpeeches was this; with his 
eyes and hands lifted up to heaven, he fighed and faid, 
«J defire to be diffolued and to be with Chrifi.” His pains 
left him not an hour before his death; his {peech alfo 
then leaving him, he quietly and patiently ended his 
life, at Faufley in Neribespionber being ninety-fix 
years old; and’ in the year of our Lord, 1645. 

His Sayrwes are welt known, and as well deferve 
remembrance. We cannot learn, that he publifhed 
any thing himfelf. ‘ Ten Sermons on the Lord’s- 
Bo fi per” were publifhed after his death. 

e pious Reader may not be difpleafed with the 
following anecdotes of this excellent man, as they are 
given us by Dr. Fuller in his church hiftory. 

¢ At a difputation at one commencement, Mes: Toon 
Dod was fo facetioufly folid (wild, yet fweer fruits 
which the ftock brought forth before grafted with 
grace) that Oxford men, there prefent, courted him 
home with them, and would have planted him in 
their univerfity, fave that he declined it.’ 

« He was a paffive non-confermift, not loving any 
one the worfe for difference in judgement about 
ceremonies, but all the better for their unity of affec~ 
tions in grace and goodnefs. He ufed to retrench 
fome hot fpirits, when inveighing againft bifhops, 
telling them how GOD under that government had 
given a marvellous increafe to the gofpel, and that 
godly men might comfortably comport there-with ; 
under which learning and religion had fo manifelt 
an improvement. He was a good decalogift, and is 
conceived to his dying day (how roughly foever 
ufed by the oppofite party) ‘to ftick to his own 
judgement to what he had written_on the fifth com- 
mandment, ‘ OF Obedience to lawful Authority.” 
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* At Hanwel, fome riotous gendemen cafually coming 
into the table of Sir duthony Cope, were half flarved 
in the midft of a feaft, becaufe retraining from {wearing 
(m and drink to them) in the prefence of Mr. 
Of thefe, one after dinner ingenuoutly profeffed, 
that he thought it had been impoffible for himfelf 
to forbear caths fo Jong a time. Hereat Mr. Dod, 
the flame of whofe zeal turned all accidents into fuel, 
fell into a pertinent and feafonable difcourfe, of what 
power men have, more than they know of themfelves, 
to refrain from fin; and how a@tive GOD’s reftraining 
grace would be in us to bridle us from wickednefs, 
were we not wanting to ourfelves.’ 

“Mr. Ded being at Holdenby, and invited by an 
honorable perfon to fee that flately houfe, built b 
Sir Chriflopher Hatton (the mafter-piece of Englifh ar- 
chiteGture in that age) he defired to be exeuled” and to 
fit ftill looking on a flower, which he had in his hand. 
In this flower (faid he) I can fee more of GOD, than 
in all the beautiful buildings in the world, And at this 
day, as his flower is long fince withered, that magni- 
ficent pile (that fair flower of art) is altogether blaited 
and deftroyed.’ 

* It is reported that he was but roughly ufed by the 
rs, Who (they fay) plundered him of his linen 
joufhold ftuif, though as fome tell me, if fo dif- 
pofed, he might have redeemed all for a very {mall 
matter. However the good man ftill remembered his 
old maxim ; ‘ Sanétified affliGions are good promo- 
“ tions.” And I have been credibly informed, that 
when the foidiers brought down his fheets out of the 
chamber into the room where Mr. Ded fat by the 
fire fide, he, in their abfence to fearch after more, 
took one pair, and clapt them under his cufhion 
whereon he fut, much pleafing himfelf after their de- 
parture, that he had (as he faid) plundered the plun- 
derers, and by a lawful felony faved fo much of his 
own to himfelf.” 

* Being ftricken in years, he ufed to compare himfelf 
to Sampfon when his har was cut off, * I rife (faith 
& he) in a morning as Samp/on did, and think I will go 
*© out as at other times, go forth, watch, work, ftudy, 
«€ ride, as when a young man: But, alas, he quickly 
‘€ found an alteration, and fo do I, who muft ftoop to 
age, which hath clipt my hair, and taken my firength 
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© He was an excellent {cholar, and was as caulelelily 
acewled, as another Fubx (I mean Mr. Fol Fox) for 
lacking of Latin. He was alfo an excellent hebrician, 
and with his fociety and dire@ions, in one vacation, 
taught that tongue unto Mr. Fobx Gregory, that rare 
linguift, chaplain of Chri?-church, who furvived him 
but one year: And now they both together praiie 
God in that language which glorified faints and angels 
ufe in heaven,” 

Mr. #. Lee gives this teftimony of Mr. Dad. * He 
lived in the feveral reigns of three princes, under 
monarchy, to which he was a friend: And we may 
well believe, that fome part of thole bleflings we 
enjoyed in thole flourifhing times, was procured b: 
exemplary piety and fervent preaching ; which Jail 
had mighty force in fubduing the fips of men, the great 
enemies of the public peace, and difturbers of fociety. 
By his contentednefs, he taught men to confine their 
defires within the limits of what is neceffury, and, b: 
his heavenly mind, fearch for thofe pleafures which 
come from above. That he was a friend to the peace 
of the church, the teftimony of archbifhop U/her 
will put out of doubt ; whom I have heard ‘fay, 
Whatfoever fome affirm of Mr. Dod’s ftriétnefs, and 
{erupting fome ceremonies, I defire, when I die, that 
my foul may reft where his doth.’ 
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HERBERT PALMER, B.D. 


was defcended of an antient family, and born at 
Wingham in Eaft-Kent, in 1601. The impreffions of 
grace had fo early an appearance in him, that he was, 
not without good ground, efteemed one fandtified from 
the womb. hen but four years old, he would cry to 
go to his mother, to hear ber read or {peak fomething of 
GOD: And his religious defires grew up with his age. 
He was early acquainted with the book of GOD, which 
he much delighted in, and read with great affection, 
He had excelient natural parts, which were foon exer+ 
cifed ; he learnt French when fo young, that he has been 
often heard to fay, he could not remember learning it. 
In 1615, be was admitted fellow-commoner of St. Fobn’s- 
college, in Cambridge, where he continued his former 
diligence, in the exercifes of religion, and the improve- 
ment of himfelf in learning. In 1622, he took his 
mafler of arts degree ; and in the year following was 
conilituted fellow of Quecn’s-college, tn the fame univer- 
fity + And in the year 1624, he entered into holy orders ; 
to which, agreeable to his own inclinations, he had 
been devoted from a child. . 

Jn the year 1626, he was chofen lecturer in the city 
of Cantcréury ; where, notwithitanding the great oppo- 
fitions he met with, he labored, in word and doétrine, 
with much diligence and fuccefs, for feveral years, till 
he removed to Afowel in Hertfordfaire, in 16323 where 
he continued the fame zeal, diligence, and care, that 
he had fhewn at Canterbury, in feeking the good of thofe 
fouls committed to his charge. Befides his conftant 
preaching twice every Lard’s-day, and on every occafion 
on the week-day, fiudying plainnefs of fpeech that he 
might profit all that heard him, he was remarkably care- 
ful by catechifing to. inftrué in the principles of religion 
not only the children and youth, but even aged people, 
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privately, whom he found ignorant. And in order to 
tender as extenfively uleful as poffible this moft impor- 
tant part of paitoral duty, he prevailed upon the greater 
part of his parifh and the moft confiderable perfons in it, 
to fend their children and fervauts conftantly to be cate- 
chized before the afternoon fermon at church ; and when 
they grew fo very numerous, that they took up too 
much time at church, he divided them and catechized 
the reft at his own honfe in the evening. After ftudying 
foveral forms of catechifm, and finding, by experience 
in teaching, they were defeétive in point of eafy and 
ready infirudtion, he drew up a very excellent one, 
entitled, «An Endeavour of making the Principles of 
“ the Chriftian Religion plain and eafy ;” which was 
fo well approved of, that feveral thoufands were printed 
every year. 

As he was careful in the inftruction of his flock, fo 
was he alfo vigilant to prevent diforders amongft them 
in point of praétice; in which, not conten: with his 
own perfonal endeavors, be engaged many of his pa- 
rifhioners, who joined heartily with him in putting a 
flop to the reigning prophanenefs and immorality of the 
times, 

In the religious ordering of his own family, he took 
the great care and pains, that, as much as poflible, it 
might be a garden without weeds ; and that thofe under 
his roof might either not perifh, or at leaft that he might 
be free from their blood. Throughout the whole ceco~ 
nomy of his family he was a {trict obferver of the Lord’s= 
day; ordering al! about him to leave off their ordinary 
employments fooner on the Saturday evening than on 
other days, that they might not be indifpofed for the 
duties of the following day: And if he knew of any 
difh, that bad detained any of his fervants from attending 
on any of the ordimances of GOD, he would reprove 
them by not fo much as tafting it. Indeed his houfe 
was a perfect {choot of religion; for, befides his care 
of his family icintly, he gave them continually perfonal 
counfel and direction in the ways of GOD; exhorting 
them to a daily conftancy in the performance of private 
duties between GOD and their own fouls: So that farce 
any family enjoyed fo many helps and encouragements 
in the ways of faith and holinefs, as Mr. Puimer’s. 

In 1632, he was by the univerfity of Cambridge made one 
of the univerfity preachers, (having proceeded bachelor in 
divinity two years before); which, after the nature of a 
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general licence, authorized him to preach, as he might 
have occafion, in any part of Exeland. In the beginning 
of the parliament, he with Dr. Yuckney was chofen clerk 
of the convocation for the diocefe of Lincoln, In 1643, 
he was catied to be a member of the affembly of divines 
at Mcfiminjlr: And, after fome time, was chofen one of 
the aifeilors, and appointed to affift the protocutor in cafe 
of abfence or infirmity. He was in that affembly an 
eminent and very wfeful member, exceeding diligent and 
induftrious, being very rarely abient ; for as he elteemed 
it an honor to be employed {0 publicly in the fervice of 
GOD and his church, fo he confcientioufly attended 
upon it. And having provided 4/svel with a pious able 
divine, to whom he gaye the whole ftipend, he continued 
to preach oceafionally in and about London, till he was 
invited by the inhabitants of Dute’s-Place to be their 
minifter: Which call he accepted, and labored amongit 
them with much faithfulnefs and diligence, preaching 
twice every Lord’s-day, duly adminiftering the facraments, 
publicly catechifing, and expounding the fcriptures : 
And, 2s his cuftom was, wherever he had a cure of 
fouls, he converfed with them privately in their families, 
which he looked upon to be his peculiar duty and the beft 
means of affording perfonal directions and other minifte~ 
tial helps, as their feveral conditions might require. A! 
which he performed with fo much meeknefs, wifdom and 
piety, and was accompanied with fuch a blefligg from 
GOD, that it made a very great impreffion on them for 
their good, and rendered his labors fo acceptable to them, 
that they became ambitious who ihould enjoy moft of his 
heavenly converfation and chriftian counfel. He was 
very fuccefsful, while there, in preferving them from 
thole errors and divifions, which naturally grow up in all 
times of confufion and difcord. 

‘When his friends ufed to advife him to favor himéelf, 
{eeing him labor beyond his ftrength; his anfwer was, 
cM ftrength will {pend of itfelf, though I do nothing s 
ee avid: it cannot be better fpent than in the fervice of 
6 GOD.” Indeed fo far was he from favoring himfelf 
in this way, that it was a rule, which he conftantly 
obferved, never to decline any minifterial exercife that he 
was requefted to perform, if he could pofibly do it. 

The New-church at Weftminfler being finifhed, at the 
earneft folicitation of the people, and by the advice of 
the affumbly of divines, he confented to take that charge 
upon himfelf, upon condition that the aflemb}y would 
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provide a faithful paftor to be his fucceffor at Duke’s- 
Place: Which, being complied with, and Dr. Yeung, 
afterwards mafter of Fefus-college, Cambridge, appointed 
to fucceed him, he entered upon this large and important 
cure with his ufual fidelity, labor and zeal, in all the 
parts of the paftoral charge with the additional labor of 
being one of the feven daily morning lecturers at the 
Abhy-church, by the appointment of the then parliament. 

ne particular inftance of his conicientions difcharge 
of the minifterial fanétion ought to be particularly men- 
tioned, and efpecially at this time, when the fame abufe, 
which he applied himfelf to correét, is perhaps a greater 
fubjeé& of lamentation. We will recite the circumftance 
in the words of Mr. Clarke. ¢ In that great ordinance 
of the Lord’s-/upper, which in thefe broken and dif- 
traéted times “hath been in many places wholly laid 
afide, and in many more too much neglected ; he took 
much care and pains how to manage that great bufinefs, 
fo as might be neither difpleafing to GOD, nor juftly 
offenfive to good men, 

« The difficulty herein hath been, not concerning the 
manner of adminiftration, which hath afforded lefs mat- 
ter of conteft, but concerning the perfons that might 
be judged fit to be admitted thereunto; which to many 
men hath heen attended with fo much perplexity, that 
they have apprehended a neceffity of a total intermiffion, 
and almoft an impoffibility of adminiftering it in an 
tolerable manner; while on the one hand they durii 
not promifcuoufly admit all, (by reafon of the great 
ignorance of many, and the profanenefs or loofenefs 
of others) 5 and yet on the other hand faw not how 
they might be able (for want of authority) to debar 
any: Waiting ftill for the fettling of a government in 
the church, whereby this great difficulty might in fome 
meafure be removed: Till at length, through the long 
intermiffion of this ordinance, thofe that are profane 
and carnal begin to flight and fcorn it, and thofe 
of better principles do too much abate in their affec- 
tions to it. And that remedy, which, though hte, 
began at length to be anplied, in beginning to eltablifh 
the prefbyterian government, hath been yet fo much 
defective in want of power, and fo much expofed to 
feorn and reproach, which men of profane or tarbu- 
Jent_ fpirits caft upon it, cither ftom principles of 
profanenefs, or of feparation, or from fome other 
hitter root which renders men unwilling to have their 
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lufts, errors, unlawful liberties, or licentious courfes 
in any kind whatioever, to be checked or contradicted 5 
that the matter is now almoft grown defperate, untefs 
GOD will be pleafed in {pecial favor, to afford fome 
unexpected remedy. 

¢ Herein this holy man did manifeft a great meafure of 
fingular prudence and piety, wifely avoiding both 
rocks ; neither totally omitting the celebration of the 
facrament, nor yet promifcuoufly admitting all unto 
it, but thofe only of whofe fufficient knowledge he was 
affured, and whofe lives, fo far as he could difcern, 
were unblameable and free from {candal, And this he 
did, not only of late years, but even formerly, from 
his firft undertaking a paftoral charge ; at what time 
it may well be fuppofed to have been a thing both of 
preter diffeulty and danger, than of late years, to 

cep off unworthy receivers from profaning that holy 
ordinance. 

* In order hereunto, his firft work was to abate, as 
fhuch as might be, the number of ignorant people, by 
perfuadting them to be willing to receive inftruction, 
which with much edre and diligence he was ready to 
affonl unto them, in fuch ways as is before expreffed : 
Which, though a dificult work, was iz carried on 
with fo great fuccefs, through GOD’s bleffing on his 
endeavors, that in his parifh of 4fewel, where was no 
fmall number of people, he had iu a fhort time brought 
them to fo great a meafure of knowledge, that there 
was either none or very few, either old or young, who 
were not able to give a good account of the principles 
of religion. 

« When he had once prevailed with them to be fo fay 
fenfible of their own ignorance, as to be willing and 
defirous to learn, it was then no hard matter to pers 
fuade fach of their own accord to forbear a while, till 
they had attained (0 much knowledge as that the’ 
might come with comfort; which would be fo muc! 
the fooner, according as they were more diligent in 
Jabouring to attain knowledge. 

‘ When they had attained a competent meafure of 
knowledge, if their lives were anfwerable, and not ob- 
Aoxious to juft exception; or at leaft, they were willing 
fo redrefs what was amifs, and ready to follow fuch 
good advice and direCtions, as were given them for the 
ordering their converfations aright towards GOD and 
fan; there way then no reafon why they dhould be 
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Jonger debarred, but rather fuch good beginnings che- 
rifhed and encouraged, yet with cautions frequently 
inculeated to beware of hypocrify and formality, and 
not to reft in thefe beginnings, but to prefs forward to 
pertection. 

* But in cafe they did either obftinately refute 
initruGion, or notwithitanding their knowledge, were 
feandalous and incorrigible, or fuch as in point of 
converfation he could not judge fit to be admitted to 
that ordinance: Then probably they would, either be 
found ‘ach as were obnoxious to fach feandals as might 
endanger a more public profecution, and fo durft not 
be refractory; or elfe by the conviction of their own 
confciences, when the danger of unworthy receiving 
fhould be laid open to them; or by friendly perfuafions 
from himfelf or others ; or by the reverence and awe 
of his holy and grave carriage, and minfterial autho+ 
rity, backed with the concurrence of others amongit 
them, eminent for worth and piety ; ar for fear of 
being fhamed in cafe they fhould be openly reproved or 
refuled in the face of the congregation, or upon fome 
other the like confideration, would be perfuaded to 
forbear in cafe he judged them as yet unfit to be 
admitted to that ordinance. So that fcarce any, whom 
he judged utterly unfit, have ever peremptorily prefled 
upon him to partake of it. And by thefe means, even 
in times of greateft danger, was he able to avotd the 
mustare of profane and unworthy perfons at the Lord’s 
table. 

April 11, 1644, he was conflituted prefident of 
Ducen's-college in Cambridge, Here his first care and 
chief ftudy was, to promote the ftudy of true religion 
and the advancement of practical piety, knowing that 
where thefe took place, a confcientious improvement of 
time in other things would neceffarily follow. This 
made him folicitous, that the whole fociety fhould con- 
ftantly attend public worfhip, and this he himfelf took 
the greateft care of when in college; for ufually it was 
one of the laft things he gave in charge to all the ftudents, 
when the bufinefs of the affembly called him away; and 
he made particular inquiries about it in his abfence. He 
provided alfo for the inftruGion, not only of the young 
fchelars, but likewife of all the collegs-fervants in the 
principles of religion. And the exercifes of common 
places or fermons in the chapel, which had formerly been 
in ufe in term time only, he caufed to be continued 
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weekly all the year; alwa rforming them bhimfelf, 
when in college. He paid pees attention to the Life and 
converfation of every individual, and frequently gave 
them perfonal counfel and private dire@ions. His next 
care was for the advancement of leaming, which he 
endeavored to promote, by frequent exhortations and 
encouragements to diligence in their ftudies and a due 
improvement of every opportunity, and alfo by requiring 
the conftant performance of public exercifes by perfons 
of all ranks, exciting the fellows to a diligent infpection, 
as well jointly over the college in general, as feverally 
over their own pupils in particular. He alfo farnifhed 
the college library with all proper books, which he did 
partly by the ufhivance of fome fubfcribing friends of his 
own, and by converting fome college dues to that 
parpofe whiely ufed to be Foent in feafting, but chiefly at 
his own expence ; refolving, that in the fupport of poor 
Yeholars, and whatever he judged moft for the good of 
the college, to {pend all his college income. 

He had the greateft regard to equity in the elections to 
places of preferment_in the college, that they might be 
beftowed on the moi deferving: And to that end, with 
the unanimous confent of the fellows, he made a decree, 
that, inall future elections, none fhould be admitted to 
a fcholarfhip or icilowship in the college, till they had 
given full proof of their earning hy two or three days 
trial before the whole college. So that when any one 
folicited him for preferment for a friend, his conftant 
anfwer was, ‘¢ If he be found to deterve it better than 
“ others, he fhall have it; but, if not, he mult expedt 
*© to go without it.” 

And there was always the moft perfeét harmony be- 
tween his words and actions. He took particular care 
in his converfe with the fellows of his college to preferve 
unanimity; therefore, whatever was propofed, by himfelf 
or others, was not determined by a majority, but left 
open till ic met with univerfal confent; himéfelf, fettin, 
the example either fully to anfwer the arguments of 
‘others, or to yield to the reafon and force of them. 
From this barmony with his fellows, he had conftantly 
fuithful intelligence, when abfent, of all college-affairs, 
to whom in return he as conftantly and faithfully com- 
municated his counfel and advice; making the good of 
the college (as he ufed to call it) his magna cura. Indeed 
fuch was his care and labor for the profperity of his 
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other colleges, that {carce any fociety in either of the 
urriverfities, fince the reformation, both for the general 
improvement of religion and learning and pertect har- 
mony amongit themtelves, could be compared with it; 
nor was ever the head of any fociety taken away with 
more general regret, than was Mr. Palmer, when called 
by death to leave the communion of faints on earth to 
join the fpirits of juit men made perfec in heaven. 

Our Author wrote a treatife «¢ Of making Religion 
¢¢ one’s Bufinefs ;” with an appendix “ Applied to the 
*© calling of a minifter,” which, with other {mall tracts, 
were printed together under the title of «* Memorials of 
« Godlinefs and Chriftianity ;” wherein (fays his 
biographer) ¢ You may read a true character both of 
his thoughts and actions, of which f fhall only add 
this, that his conftant practice was fo exactly confo= 
nant to the ftriG principles therein exprefled, as can 
fearcely be credited by thofe that have not feen it.’ 

He was a man of a very public fpirit, and wholly 
Jaid himfelf out in the fervice of GOD ; and thercfore, 
though he was condefcending and felf-denied where his 
own intereft was only concerned, yet was he always 
smoft_zealoufly affefted in the things which concerned 
GOD’s glory; fo that notwithftanding his eminent 
meeknefs, he aéted in the caufe of GOI) with great 
courage and refolution. In preaching at the cathedral 
church of Canterbury before the dean and prebends, he 
plainly fet before them fuch things as were notoriouily 
amifs; but, what more immediately concerned them, 
he expreffed in Lasin, that they might take notice of it, 
and not the people. This cauted him fome oppofition 
and trouble, but did not prevent him going to the 
of Lincoln's vifitation at Hitchin, and where 
fally and freely againft the corzapt innovati 
pra@ice, though fenfible of his great danger in fo doing, 
He likewife took a decided part, with much zeal, in 
defence of the perpetuity of the fabbath and the moral 
obligation of the fourth commandment ; and locking 
upon fuch an oppofition, which was at that time very 
great, to be an act of the higheft indignity to the majetty 
and authority of GOD, he mentioned it in almoft all 
his prayers, difcourfes, counfels and converfations ; and, 
in conjunétion with that learned divine Daniel Cowdrey, 
publifhed an excellent difcourte entitled Vindicia Subbathi. 
And when, in the former part of his time, the book for 
fports on the Lord’s-day, bowing to the altar, and ome 

other 






198 PALMER. 


other filly ceremonies impofed by archbifhop Laud, were 
urged ; he determined to refign all, and fuffer any thing 
rather than comply ; and, with that refolution, went 
to the archbifhop’s vifitation at /Velling, held by Sir 
Fobn Lambe; but, contrary to his expectations, he found 
them inclined to connive at him. 

And in the fame manner he condnéted himfelf con- 
eerning the convocation-oath in the new book of 
canons, in the year 1640, which he vigoroufly oppofed 
and took much ‘pains to evince the unlawfulnefs of ir. 
‘And in his ordinary cousfe of preaching at the New- 
church, the Abby, and St. Margaret's in Weftminfler, where 
the greateft number of parliament men did ufvally re- 
fort, and alfo in thofe difcourfes preached by fpecial order 
before one or both houfes of parliament, he faithfully 
and plainly declared what he believed GOD expected 
from them, and freely reproved them for whatever he 
faw amifs; frequently faying, he did not in that place 
preach BEFORE them, fut coram judice) but TO them 

‘authoritative) as by commiffion from GOI; and that 
jow much foever they might be fuperior to him in 
other refpects, yet he was in that place fuperior to 
them, as aGting in GOD’s name; and therefore would 
not be afraid to {peak whatever he thought to he the 
will of GOD, nor regard any difpleafare or danger that 
might follow upon a faithful difcharge of his duty. 

n his converfation he was a man of great_ temperance 
and fobriety; in his diet, he abftained from ftrong 
drink altogether, and drank very fparingly of wine; 
and feldom eat more than of one difh at a meal, and that 
none of the daintieft, though there might be more 
before him, In his apparal he neither affeéted to be gay 
nor coftly, but Studied decency and frugality. He nfed 
very little reereation, and made the converfation of his 
friends his principal relaxation from ftudy; efteeming 
time fo precious, that he would not only redeem it from 
innocent exercife, but even from fleep as far as, and 
perhaps farther than, was confiftent with his health, 

He was neither wafteful nor covetous, but very li- 
heral; doing many aéts of charity (befide what have 
been mentioned before) to fuch as flood in need ; be- 
ftowing plenteous relief, according as he was able, 
both by his own hands and the hands of others, fo that 
thofe who received it knew not oft-times whence it 
came. And when that eminent work of charity was 
‘en foot in Cambridge, white he was fellow of Qucen’s- 
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college, whereby many young fcholars, who were forced 
by reafon of the wars to fly out of Germany, efpecially 
of the palatinate, were fent for hither and educated 
partly in the univerfity, and partly under able and 

‘odly divines in the country, whereby they might be 

ited to do GOD and their country fervice (when GOD 
fhould give them opportunity to return) having here 
been educated in the knowledge of our jangusge, and 
the way of practical preaching, which hath been no 
where more eminent thea in £xgland, (which work 
fucceeded beyond expeétation) he was one of the great 
actors therein, and did contribute liberally thereto. 
‘The like affiftance alfo he afforded to feveral Aluuga- 
vians, Tranfilvanians, and other ftrangers, who came 
over into England for the fame reafon. 

The time of his ficknefs was not long; for having 
{pent much of his natural ftrength in his conftant labors 
in the fervice of GOD, there was the lefs work for 
ficknefs to do; his deportment therein was holy and 
heavenly ; his humility, faith, patience, and fubmiffion 
to GOD's will, eminently appearing from time to time, 
and his difcourfe full of heavenly expreffions till the time 
of his death. 

Not Jong before his death, when one had read to 
him the thirty-eighth chapter of J/aiah, (having then 
fome little hopes of his recovery) and ready to go to 
prayer, he defired him to ftay awhile that he might 
pray firft, which he did briefly, (as his weaknefs would 
permit) but very fully, both for himfelf, the kingdom, 
the church of GOD, and all to whom he ftood in any 
relation; the heads whereof were foon after written, as 
near as might be in his own words; fo far as the me- 
mory of thofe, that were then prefent, could call them 
to mind, 


Firft blefing GOD for his goodnefs the night paft. 

*€ Bleffed be GOD that hath been fo good to us 
& this night.” 

Then praying in behalf of himfelf. 

s* Great GOD, heal the finfulnefs of my nature.— 
* Pardon all “my_tranfgreffions,—Take from me a 
“heart of unbelief, that I may not depart from thee 
“ the living GOD.—Deliver me from temptation.— 
Accept of Fefus Chrif? for me.—Teach me to im- 
* prove all providences.—-To live upon the promiles 
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*¢ from thee.” 
For the good of the public, 


¢ Eord turn the heart of this nation, and all our 
6 hearts.—Turn the heart of the king.—Sanétify the 
‘6 parliament and make them faithful.—Blefs the affem- 
sé bly, and make them faithful and upright with thee. 
“ 2 Blels all the mini d 


For other nations. 


« Lord do d to Scotland, and the churches in 
 Francee—Blels New England and foreign plantations.” 


For the places to which he was related, 


6 Lord provide a faithful man for Quecn’s-college—-A 
*¢ faithful man for this place [New Church in Weftminflers] 
« A faithful paftor for thofe in the country.” 


For friends and thofe about him. 


« Lord, remember all thofe that have fhewed kind 
* nefs to me, and have taken pains with me, and 
*© recompenfe them. Thou haft promifed that he, which 
«« giveth a cup of water in the name of a difciple, 
«and he, that receiveth a prophet in the name of a 
© prophet, fhall have a prophet’s reward.” 


Afterwards (having forgotten to crave a bleffing upon 
fomewhat given him to take), he prayed, ‘ Lord, par- 
« don my negleé& and forgetfulnefs of thee; and deli- 
«¢ yer from temptation, and the evil of temptation. Thou 
* art holy, if thou fhouldft forfake us; our fathers 
‘© trufted in thee and were delivered. Lord, glorify th 
** name in my poor fpirit, and let none of thy people 
“‘ ever fee me fhrink from thee for Fu/us Chrift his 
* fake.” 

Being fpoken to, to caft the burden of his ficknefs 
and pain upon GOD, he anfwered, ‘1 fhould do very 
« unworthily, if when I have preached to others, that 
“¢ they fhould caft their burdens upon GOD, I fhould 
* not do fo mytelf. 

Jn thefe and many other the like chriftian expref- 
fions, he manifefted the f2me favour of holinefs even 
to the time of his death, which had been conftantly 
difcovered in the time of his life. He departed this life, 
in the year of our Lord 1647, and in the forty-fixth year 
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of his age; having ferved GOD ‘faithfully and pain- 
fully in his generation, being a very great inftrument 
of much good, and an excellent pattern for imitation, 
His body was interred in the New Church at 4eftminfter, 
and his memory is bleffed. 

His Works, befides thofe mentioned above, fo far 
as we can learn, are only fome Sermons preached before 
the parliament. 


JOHN PRIDEAUX, DD. 
BISHOP or WORCESTER, 


HIS learned Bifhop, was born at Stowford in 
Devonfhire, on the teventeenth of September 1578. 
is father being in mean circumftances, and having 2 
numerous family, our prelate, after he had learned to 
write and read, ftood candidate for the parith clerkthip 
of Ugbsrow near Harford : But being difappointed, a 
gentlewoman of the parifh maintained him at f{chool, 
till he had gained fome knowledge of the Latin tongue, 
Then he travelled on foot to Oxford, and at firtt lived in 
a very inean Station in Exeter-college, doing fervile offices 
in the kitchen, and profecuting his ftudies at leifure 
hours ; till at laft he was taken notice of in the college, 
and admitted a member of it in 1596. He took the 
degrees in arts and divinity ; was greatly diftinguifhed by 
his abilities and learning ; and after having been fome 
ears fellow, was in 1612 chofen rector of his college. 
in 1615, he was made regius profeffor of divinity, by 
virtue of which place he became canon of Chriff-churchy 
and rector of Ewelme in Oxfordfhire; and afterwards 
difcharged the office of vice-chancellor for feveral 
ears. 
eT Ta the reGtorthip of his college (fays ood) he 
carried himfelf fo winning and pleafing by his gentle 
government and fatherly inftrudtion, that it flourithed 
more than any houfe in the univerfity with fcholars, 
as well of great as of mean birth ; as alfo with many 
foreigners that came purpofely to fit at his feet to gain 
« Vos, IIE. Dd inftruétion, 
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inftru@ion, So zealous was he alfo in appointing 
induftrious and careful tutors, that in a fhort time 
pany were fitted to do fervice in the church and 
ate, 

© In his profefforfhip he behaved himfelf very plaafible 
to the generality, efpecially for this reafon, that in 
his le@ures, difpates, and moderatings, (which were 
always frequented by many auditors) he fhewed him- 
felf 2 ftoat champion again Socinus and Arminius, 
Which being difrelifhed by fome, who were then 
rifing and in authority at court, a faction thereupon 
grew up in the univerfity between thofe called Puri- 
tans or Calvinifts on the one fide, and the Remon- 
ftrants commonly called Arminians on the other : 
Which with other matters of the like nature, being 
not only fomented in the univerfiry, but throughout 
the nation, all things thereupon were brought into 
confufion,” 

After he had been twenty-fix years profeffor, he was one 
of thofe perfons of an unblemifhed reputation, that his 
majefty, though fate, made a bifhop, by the means of 
the marquis of Hamilton, once his pupil. 

He was elected bithop of Morceffer the twenty-fecond 
of November, and was confecrated at Weftminfler the 
nineteenth of December following, 1641, but received 
little or no profit from it. So that upon that account, 
and for his adhering to his majefty in the time of the 
grand rebellion, (wherein he pronounced all thofe of his 
diocese that took up arms againft him excommunicated) 
he became at length fo impoverifhed, as to be obliged 
to fel] his excellent library for the fubfiftence of himfelf 
and family, He died ofa tever at Bredon in Worcefter- 
Srire, a the houle_of his fon-in-law Dr. Henry Sutton, 
‘on the thirtieth of Fuéy 1650; leaving to his children no 
legacy, but Pious poverty, GOD's dleffing, and a 
‘* father’s prayers,” as the words of his will expreffed it. 

Cleucland the Poet wrote an elegy upon his death, 

He was an humble man, of plain and downright 
behavior, carclefs of money, and imprudent in worldly 
matters. He often ufed to fay, after his advancement; 
« Tf T could have been clerk of Ugborow, I had never 
* been bifhop of #Morceffer.” All that knew him, 
efteemed him as an excellent Jinguift, a perfon of a pro- 
digious memory, and fo profound a divine, that fome 
had heen pleated to entitle him, Columna fidei orthodox, 
& Mallexs Hereticornm, Patrum Pater, and ingens Schole 
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Academia oraculum. ‘In him (to ufe the words of 
Mr. Nath Carpenter, in his Geography MDelinented) 
the heroical wits of Feurl, Rainolds, and Hooker, as 
united into one, feemed to triumpl: anew, and to have 
threatened a fatal blow to the babyloniih hierarchy = 
Infomuch that he might have jufily challenged to 
himfelf that glory, which fometimes Ovid did, fpeak- 
ing of his own country, 
Mantua Virgilinum laudet, Verona Catulium : 
Romane gentis gloria dicar ego’ 


As his learning was admired by foreigners, Sests 
Amama, Rivet, and others; fo were his Books, elpeci- 
ally thofe written in Latin; a catalogue of which, and 
of the Englifs follow. 

1. Labule ad Grammaticam Gracam introdudloria, Fe. 
Oxon. 1608. 1629. 39. Se. que IL. Lyrocinium ad Syllo~ 
gifmum legitimum contexendum, 1, Heptades Logica : 
Sive monita ad ampliorcs traclatus introdudtoria, ‘Thele 
two laft are printed and go with the Tabule, 
IV. Coftigatio cujufdem circulatoris, qui R. P. Andveam 
Eudamon—Fohannem Cydonium E. Soc. Fefu feipfum _nun- 
cupat, Oppofita ipfius calumniis in Epiffolum Lfaaci Cafau- 
boni ad baer ae Wadi 1626, gu. V. ae 
‘gium ferenifs. Reg. Facobo, Wosdjicchia habitum. 24. 5 
oe Pied th one fheet rf quarto, Vi. Ordiiones 
novem inaugurales, de totidem Theologia apicibus, prout in 
promotione Dettorum, Oxonia publict proponebantur in 
Comitiis. Oxon. 1626. qu. WII, Leétiones decom de 
totidem religionis capitibus, precipue boc tempore controverfisy 
prout publict babebantur Oxonie in vefperis. Oxon. 1625. 
qu. VII, Several Sermons, as 1, Sermon at the con- 
fecration of Exeter-college chapel, on Luke xix. 46. Oxon, 
1065. qu. 2+ Perex Useab, Sermon before the king at 
Woodftock, on 2 Sam. vie 6, 7. Oxon. 1625. qu. 3. Con- 
cio ad art. Baccalaureos pro more habité in ecclefia B. Maria 
Oxon. in die cinerum, in 4@. iis 22. anne 1616. Oxon, 
1626, IX. Twenty-feven Sermons. Oxon. 1636. qu. 
The two firft of which are entitled ‘ Cbri/?s Countel 
“* for ending Law Cafes.” Among them are the Con- 
fecration Sermon, and Perez Uzzah before mentioned. 
X. Nine Sermons on feveral Occafions. Oxon. 1641. git 
XI. Leétiones xxii, Orationes xiii, Conciones vi, &# Oratio 
ad Facobum Regem. Oxon. 1648. & Among which 
are contained the former LeGtions, Orations, and Speech 
to K, James at Weadftack. ou Fafciculys Sener ater 
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ad Funiorum aut occupatorum captum collegatus, tee Oxon. 
1649. 51. 52. que XIII. Lhevlegia Scholafiice Syntagme 
Mnemonicum. Oxon. 1651. XIV. Conciliorum Synopfis. 
Printed with the Syntagma before mentioned, Publithed 
in Englifs at the end of “ An eafie and compendious 
« Introdu@tion for reading all forts of Hiftories.” XV. 
Hiftorie of Succeffions in States, Countries or Families, 
&c. Oxon, 1653. Ee. KV. Epifiola de Epifcopatu. fol. 
‘A fragment of which I have feen in one folio sheet. 
XVI. Euchologia: Or, the Doétrine of practical Pray- 
ing, being a legacy left to his daughters in private, and 
dedicated to them. Lond. 1655. 56. of. XVIU. The 
Do@trine of Confcience framed according to the Form 
in the Common-Prayer, left as a legacy to his wife— 
printed in tw. XIX. Manududtio ad. Theologiam pole- 
micam. Oxon. 1657. off. Publifhed by Mr. Thomas 
Barlow, with an Epiftle before it, in the name of the 
printer. XX. Hypomnemata Logica, Rhetorica, Phys. 
Metaphys. Ge. Oxon. in of. XI. Sacred Eloquence: 
Or, the art of Rhetorick, as it is laid down in Scrip- 
ture, Lond. 1659. 0. A Comment on the Church 
Carechilin is alfo faid to be printed in his name, 1656, 
oc. 


He was accompanied to his grave, in the chancel of 
Braddon-church, by many perfons of quality in the 
neighbourhood of that place. Over his grave was a 
plain ftone foon after laid, with an epitaph compofed by 
himfelf, (the day and year of his death excepted) en- 
graven on a brafs plate, fixed thereto ; the copy of 
which is already printed. (Jn Hifi. & Antiq. Univerf. 
Oxon. libs 2. p99.) Wherein it is recorded, that he 
was fometimes chaplain to prince Henry, and afterwards 
to K. Yames and K. Charles 1. 

A great number of foreigners, who have been emi- 
nent in their refpe€live countries, as well as feveral of 
our own country, men of the firft rank, reforted to 
Exeter-coltege for his fake, and have had chambers and 
diet there, purpofely to improve themfelves by his 
company, his inftruction, and direétion for their courfe 
of ftudies. Some of them have been divines of note, 
‘aud others Iay-men of great eminence, 
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ANDREW RIVET, D.D. 


E cannot prefent onr Readers a more edifying 

W and fatisfaétory account of this wonderful man, 
than what hath been formerly publifhed by Mr. Nebe~ 
miah Coxe, under the title of “ A Believers ‘Triumph 
¢ over Death, exemplified in a Relation of the Lasr 
« Hours of Dr. Andrew Rivet.” Mr. Coxe appears 
to have tranflated the narrative from the Latin one, 
which was annexed to an edition of Dr. Rivet's works, 
and which itielf is 2 Tranflation of the French original. 
‘We will only premife, that Dr, Rivet was a Frenchman, 
and left his country upon th fcore of religion, retir- 
ing to and Ipending the remainder of his days in 

folland. 

« The multitude and variety of memorable things 
which occur in this narrative (fays the pious Author 
of it) doth fo much amaze us, that through fear 
of our own infufficiency either to remember, or 
exprefs them in a due manner, and according to their 
dignity and worth, we cannot but with this tatk 
had been undertaken by abler hands. But feeing it is 
matter of fact, and words heard, which we are to 
give an account of, we had rather (fo we may but 
ferve the profit of our friends) expofe our prudence 
unto cenfure, than be defe@tive in our care aud good 
endeavours in this matter; wherein, that we might 
be fure to write nothing but moft certain truth, we 
have chofen to bury many things in oblivion, by a 
filent paffing over what we have but an imperfect 
temembrance of ; and fhall content ourfelves to make 
a rehearfal, with fimplicity and truth, of thofe grave 
and almoft divine fpeeches; ‘which, as they were 
poured forth by this holy man, were faithfully pre~ 
ferved, partly in the memory, and partly in the 
written notes of thofe who conftantly attended on 
him, And yet though we employ our utmoft dili- 
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gence herein, we fhall never be able to give ‘them 
their juit weight and emphafis ; for who can imitate 
that flowing fiream of words which with equal wif- 
dom and piety proceeded from him, in an  (almott) 
continued difcourfe, for the fpace of twelve days and 
as many nights? Or who can reprefent to the life 
the motions of a mind, boiling with meditations, 
when the fpirit of GOD adminiitered fuch an extem- 
porary effort of fayings proceeding from his fruitful 
breait, and gravely uttered when his fenfes were no 
ways ‘mapaired, ashe was diverfely aed either by 
grief and fear, or. hope and joy ? 

* It will be but neceflary, before we enter upon the 
relation of other things, bricfly to mention fome- 
thing concerning the temper and difpofition of this 
holy perfon, and his circumftances before his lat 
Feknek, that the grace of GOD towards his feryant 
‘may appear the more illuftrious ; when we fee with 
what care and providence he diipofed his affairs in 
the whole courte of his life, but efpecially in this 
Int adt_ thereof. 

« Befides thofe excellent gifts, wherewith he was 
adorned (which cannot here be reckoned up _parti- 
cularly), through the goodnefs of GOD he had been 
favored with the enjoyment of a found mind in a 
found and healthy body ; he was of a chearful and 
fedate fpirit, holding on in an even courfe oft life, 
neither lifted up with profperity, nor cait down by 
adverfity. So that by the habit of a comely and 
moderate deliberation, he was ever Dbleffed with an 
inward joy, and poffeffed ail things with delight and 
gratitude ; being no Sefs ready to part with them 
without regret and trouble, purfuing his own profit 
and advantage in a ferious contemplation of the va- 
nity of all worldly things ; often repeating that of 
the apoftle : Zhe things which are feen are temporal, 
but the things which are mot feen are eternal. 2 Cory 
iy. 18. He was never moved with forrowful events 
that fell out fuddenly, whether in public, or in his 
private concerns, 2s a man furprized by an unexpec- 
ted evil; neither was the tranquillity of his mind fha- 
ken by them : He was wont to fay; ‘ Nothing is 
impoffible ; 1 wonder at nothing.” Neither, on the 
contrary, did he at any time break forth into a 
Joofe and. immoderate joy ; as being one fet in an 
higher place, and looking down upon all things here ie 
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low as uncertain and perifhing. He never found himfetf, 
on any other account under {uch perturbatien, nor 
fhewed the like, as upon the deceale of the young 
prince of Orange, who from a child had been’ com- 
mitted to his inftruétion and tuition; and whofe 
death (as he often affirmed) he bewailed out of pure 
charity, and not for any private Jofs that himfelf 
might fuflain thereby: Becaufe the confidence he had 
of his excellent difpofition, and expectation of his 
longer life, had raifed him to the hope that he would 
prove a ufeful inftrumeer for the good hoth of the 
tate and the church. From that time he feemed to 
be more than ever drawn off from worldly things, 
and ufed to fpeak of them with a certain loathing and 
difdain. The frame of his mind was alfo diicovered, 
by a frequent incerrupting of his accuftomed courle 
of reading the feriptures.in order in his family, and 
turning to jome fele& chapters, fuch as Job xiv. 
Ecclef. iii, and iv. Pfalm xlix. and exliv. From whence 
he took the occafion of fuch difcourfes, as fhewed 
what meditations he was cuftomarily taken up with, 
© In the lait week wherein he lived in health, being 
in his garden accompanied by a friend, and walking 
up and down therein, as he was wont, with great 
pleafure, he gave order what he would have done in 
the drefling of fome trees, and then added: “ If T 
«live till the fpring time, they will afford me a 
 pleafant fight; but if notI fhalt be in a garden far 
«© more pleafant.” When his friend interpofed and faid, 
« There was no caufe why he fhould prefage fuch a 
* thing to himfelf, feeing he was found and lively ;* 
he received a rebuke from Dr. Rivet to this purpole : 
«¢ The time is now come that I am to he treated after 
“ another manner; my age is fo far declined and haft- 
* jing to an end, as plainly to declare that death (which 
** none can be exempted from) ftands at my door : 
“ And truly death is the principal matter that I 
meditate on; GOD is my witnefs, that 1 defire not 
“ its delay, but am ready with a chearful mind to 
“¢ embrace it, yea even this day, if the will of GOD 
“6 were fo.” 
© On the fume day he was entreated by Mr. Hujfur 
the paftor of the French church in Breda, that on the 
next day, being December 25, he would preach a 
thankfgiving fermon after the celebration of the Lord's. 
Supper; which he confenting to do, chofe for his text 
Pfaim 
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Pfalm exiiv. 3, 4. Lord, what is man, that thou takeft 
knowkdge of him, or the fon of man, that thou makeff 
account of him? Man is like to vanity bis days ave as 
@ fradow that paffith away. \n his fermon he had 
an eminent affiftance from GOD, and delivered his 
matter with a ftrong and clear voice, and great 
liberty of fpeech; and chiefly applied his difcourfe, 
to thew what favor and honor GOD had vouchfafed 
unto man, as well in caufing that the Son of GOD 
fhould be a man, as in giving him for our nourifh- 
ment unto eternal life; from thence teaching the no- 
tice GOD took of mortal, men, and how it had 
pleafed him to embrace them in his favor, and to 
magnify them. 
© And in {peaking to the anfwer of the Pfalmift, AZan 
is like to vanity, he touched upon the Jofs of the 
prince, whofe infirnétor he had been, which was 
then frefh_ in memory; bat with words no way in- 
clined to flattery, but becoming the matter and perfon 
that he fpoke of, and which breathed forth nothing 
but pure affection: Withall taking notice of the good- 
nefs of GOD, who in the midit of his judgements 
had fhewed mercy to the houfe of Orange, to which 
he chad granted a new offspring (a fon being then 
born) that the dying hope of that noble family might 
be revived before him. At length he clofed with a 
meditation of death, an example of which (faid he) 
feeing young men that are ftrong, have before them 
in a young man fnatched from the earth in the 
flower of his age and ftrength, it ought to be often 
revolved in their minds and deep thoughts of ap- 
proaching death to be entertained, which admits of 
no return to life: “* What is man? (faid he) nothing 
*< but flefh, obnoxious to putrefaction: A flower that 
‘¢ fprings up to-day, and to-morrow is cut down : 
«< Even a vapor that appeareth for a little time, and 
*¢ then vanifheth away, like the breath that proceedeth 
*€ out of my mouth.” For the cold being great that 
day, did fo condenfe his breath, that it might be feen 
of all to whom he was preaching. 
« When the fermon was finifhed, he returned home 
as lively and well as he had been feen for fome 
ears paft; nor did he the next day feel any decay of 
his former ftrength. But on Zburfday, which ‘was 
the twenty-feventh of December 1650, he hegan to 
gomplain of a pain beiow his pavel ; and refuling to 
eat 
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eat any fuppér, defired that a clyfter might be given 
him ; but it was to no purpofe, the liquor being 
driven back again with greater force than it was in- 
jeGed. That night was pailed over partly in bearing 
‘of his fharp pains, and partly in ferious difcourfes, 
On J¥ednefday morning the complaint of his pain was 
increafed, and he defired that the ufe of a clyfter 
might be repeated ; which was done accordingly, but 
with no better fuccefs than the former: Then were 
two phyficians fent for, and they fulpeGting that the 
former clyfters either had not been fkilfally injeéted, 
or elfe were not ftrong enough, made trial of the like 
means once and again; but with the fame fuccefs as 
before: For a glutinous humor had already faft locked 
up the paflage againft all remedies. 

* On the next day which was Tuefday, they prefcribed 
pills of aloes wafhed; and on Friday the infufion of 
rhubarb ; either of which did fufficiently agitate his 
body, but effected nothing, neither was any way 
opened for their paffage, the expulfive faculty being. 
weakened and dulled, fo that it could give nature na 
affitance, ‘Che wind fhut up in his bowels tor- 
mented the fick man, his belly was fwellen, and he 
was afraid to touch either meat or drink, left thereby 
his grievance fhould be encreafed. There were no 
Proper means unattempted, nor any kind of help by 
clyf ers, fomentations, or baths, but which were made 
trial of, until by the fubborn difeafe that refitted all 
remedy, he was ought unto death, the twelfth day of 
his ficknets; the hiftory of which we shall now pro- 
fecute more at Jarge. 

“On the fecond day after his difeafe had feized him, 
he, well underftanding the nature of it, declared what 
the event would be; ‘ Not (faith he) that 1 would 
“* neglect remedies ; that I may pleafe my friends, 1 
<< will do whatfoever is thought meet to be done, being 
‘€ fecure as to the iffue, which I commit to the pro- 
«© vidence of GOD :” Then he afked his niece, Mrs. 
Mary Moline, what fhe conceived of his difeafe, which 
he thought would prove mortal: And when fhe an- 
fwered, that her opinion was the fame; yet that he 
had no reafon to fear any thing, having been long 
prepared to follow GOD when he fhould call; that 
the time of his life hitherto had been long, if it were 
¢rowned with an happy and glorious end. 
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“* Thou fpeakeft right (faith he) and I pray thee 
« always addre(s thylelf to me with like fpeeches ; and 
“¢ while my ficknefs continues, depart not from me day 
“* nor night: Promife me now that thou wilt keep a 
‘+ chearful countenance, and that thou wilt fpeak no- 
*¢ thing to me but what may adminifter joy and fupport 
«© tome; although I fear not death, yet { fear the trial 
6 of thote pains which I have always had a very {harp 
&6 feeling of.” 
© Then fuddenly turning his fpeech unto GOD, he 
faid: “ Great GOD ! thou ast my Father, thou haft 
«© given me both life, and a new life, thou haft taught 
“© me from my youth, and I have declared thy won- 
* derful works, forfake me not now in my old age, 
‘¢ Hitherto through thy peculiar favor thou haft pre- 
* ferved me found in my body; and my faculties and 
« the fundtions of my mind have not been impaired ; 
« fo that a little before I was oppreffed by this difeafe, 
** F found myfelf as apt and ready for the exercife of 
"© my vocation, as in my flourithing youth: O Lord 
* GOD! if it be thy will that } fhould longer attend 
* upon thy fervice, thou canft affuage my difeafe in 
*€ one moment : But if thou hat decreed otherwife, 
Jo here is thy fervant; thy wil! be done. This oné 
© thing I beg with moft inward affections, that thon 
*« wilt: make me confortable to thy good will: Ler 
4 not thy good fpirit depart from ‘me, that in this 
£* confi thy ftrength may make me a conqueror. 
* Accompiifh this, Lords for thine own fake: And 
£* feeing thou haft employed me in thy work, grant 
‘ that L may dye an honorable death, and foch as may 
« be an example unto others: That I may ftand fai 
«in that found doctrine which I have taught, and 
«* may make a good confeffion thereof before  wit- 
€ neffes, that thereby thy church may be both in- 
 ftruéted and edified. Let me apply to myfelf by 
4a lively fuith all the promifes of the gofpel, and let 
“* them put forth their efficacy in me, unto my jo 
<* and eterna! confolation, that nothing in the Worth, 
<¢ neither affliction nor diftrefs may feparate me from 
«+ thee, or caufe me to doubt of thy love and favor. 
& Thou knoweft my weakneffes and infirmities ; per- 
«§ mit not the grievoutnefs of my pain to caft me 
*t into impatience or murmuring : Either make my 
pains tolerable, or furnifh me with fortitude and 
. conflancy fufficient to bear them: That I may nor 
* offend 
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* offend with my tongue, keep thou the door of my 
«<< lips.” 
¢ The remainder of the day was taken up with pains, 
the ule of remedies, and the vifits of friends: When 
the night came on, he earneitly intreated Mrs. Rivet 
his wite, that fhe would retire herfelf into the next 
chamber; not only becaufe fhe was affliéted with a 
vehement cough, but alfo that he might remove her 
from the grievous fight of himfelf when tormented 
with his pains; and becaufe he found his tender affec- 
tions more moved at the fight of her, than any other 
perfon, So none remained with him but his niece 
Mrs. Mary Moline, and two of the houfchold fervants. 
But who can particularly relate the fpeeches which 
he uttered, and in a manner poured forth that night 
and the day following ; (which was Thurfday Decem- 
ber 29.) with an aeeetion and ardor inexpreffible, 
breathing from his heart nothing but repentance, faith, 
charity, and holy zeal! In a word, he implored the 
mercy of GOD, with the greateft felf-denial, and 
abafement of foul, confeffing himfelf to be a miferable 
finner, and cafting away all confidence in any good 
thing which he had done in his life; yea {peaking of 
that with very great contempt, he accufed his own 
defects, and afcribed unto GOD the glory of his 
good works; often repeating fuch expreffions as thefe. 
* It is GOD that hath wrought the work for me: 
«<* Shall 1 alledge or plead my own righteoufnefs before 
‘him ? Far be that from me: If I fhould juftifi 
myfelf, my own mouth would condemn me 3 
will rather open my fin before him, in a moft 
humble confeffion of it, and pray that he will 
increafe in me the grace of true repentance; yea 
“© Jet him wear out this body with forrow, it matters 
«* not; fo he give to me a broken and a contrite heart, 
«¢ which is a facrifice acceptable to himfelf; as for my 
* part, I do moft willingly offer up myfelf. Accept 
“© Lord this imperfect facrifice, and fupply the 
“© defects thereof by the perfect righteoufnels of that 
“ great high prieft who through the eternal Spirit offered 
* himfelf unto GOD without fpot. Let me he ac- 
« cepted_as a living facrifice, holy, and well-pleafing 
« unto GOD, which is our reafonable fervice. Cru- 
* cify, O Lord, this old man, that the body of fin 
‘© may be utterly deftroyed, and I may rife again 
* unto a new life: The wages of fin is death, but the 
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gift of GOD is eternal life by Fofus Chrift our Lord. 


Rom. vi. ult. 

* Then repeating the word gift, he added: “It is 
“€ mere grace; not of works, but of him that calleth; 
« Who fhall lay any thing to the charge of GOD's ele? 
"© Te js GOD that juftifieth: Who is he that condemneth? 
*¢ Ts is Chrift that dyed, yea rather that is rifen again, 
«© who is even at the right band of GOD, who alfo. maketh 
Ad interceffion for us.” Rom, vii. 330 

€ Then after a little interruption of his difcourfe, 
‘by a _fhort ficep; he thus proceeded. 

«© 1 am GOD's, and he will fave me; he hath 
“© honored me with an holy calling ; and hath not 
<« fuffered his gift to be altogether ufelefs in me, as 
*¢ to the edification of his church: As to mylelf, I 
** can moft truly affirm, that I have not ferved him 
“ for filthy lucre, but with a fincere heart; and that 
4° was myfelf firft perfuaded of the truth of the 
<‘gofpel, and experienced the efficacy thereof, before 
© | preached it to others. 

«« ¥ tafted the good word of GOD, which by its 
<< power pierceth even to. the dividing afunder of fout 
«und fpirit, and is a difcerner of the thoughts and 
‘* intents of the heart. Thou haft known my heart. 
“© O eternal GOD! thou knoweft that I ‘am not 
+¢ afhamed of the gofpel of Chrif, but have efteemed 
«¢ it my only honor to ferve thee; and that I have 
<< delighted myfelf in the pleafure of obeying thy 
«+ will! Such “was thy goodnefs unto me! 1 truly 
« and humbly acknowledge, that whatfoever good 
«« was in me, fowed from thy grace; but my defects 
«© ought to be afcribed to my inbred corruption : Alas ! 
«¢ ] acknowledge this with humble and ferious repen- 
« tance ; how often have I finned in fo holy a charge, 
«¢ not only by omitting many things which I ought 
& to have done, but allo by doing many things amifs 
« How often have I offended through negligence, and 
«© flacknefs! Long fince had I been caft off, were 
it not that I had to do with fo good a Lard, who 
*© hath borne with me, and hath been fo gracious to 
«¢ me as not to exaét a fevere account of my words 
*¢ and works! Alas! O Lord my GOD! Enter not 
S¢ into judgement with thy fervant, for in thy fight 
** fhall no man living be juftified. Let me be found 
* not having mjne own righteoufnefs, but the righ- 
§€ teoufnels of thy Son, for the fake of which, 1 beg 
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* thy favor. Pardon, O my GOD, pardon the inj- 
«« guity of thy fervant, who is devoted to thy fear: 
1 refafe not thy difcipline, 1 know it is necefliry : 
*¢ only this I earneftly begs that it may turn to my 
«* falvation. Chaften me, O Lord, but in meafure, leit 
«© thou bring me to nothing. Let not my trial exceed 
my ftrength, left 1 fin through impatience, and be- 
<* come a fcandal to thofe 1 fhould edify. O let me 
« never break out into 4 murmuring complaint; O 
«how light is this chaftifement, if compared with my 
fault | What are thefe temporal pains, in comparifon 
with thofe eternal torments from which I am re- 
*¢ deemed by him, that poured out his foul upon the 
« crofs for me! For me! This is the language of 
“ faith, which makes a particular application of ge- 
“© neral promifes. This is a faithful faying, and worthy 
“ of all acceptation; That Fefus Chrift came into the 
“+ world to fave finners, of whom I am chief. 1 Tim. 
«© i, 15, Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief: Turn 
** thou me, and I fhall be turned indeed: Seal all thy 
“© promifes in my foul: Caufe in the inmoft of m 
s¢ heart a lively perception of thofe fweet words, 
5° fon, be 4 ood comfort, thy fins are forgiven thee. 
With fuch aly meditations and {peeches as thefe, was 
the Thurfday night paffed over. 

“On Friday morning, Mrs. Rivet his wife, put him 
in mind of fending one to the Hague for his fon: 
<< By all means (faid he) that ought to have been 
¢ done fooner ;” and then gave orders himfelf con- 
cerning it. About nine o’clock he was vifited by Re- 
nefius a door of divinity, and paftor of a Dutch 
church; who in the Latin tongue faluted him after 
this manner: Moft excellent man, how do you? To 
whom he anfwered in the fame language: “1 am yet 
« flrong, neither doth my fpeech fail me; but that 

paffage in my bowels is not yet opened, and unlefs 
© that be opened, I fee 1 muft’ make my paffage ano- 
¢ ther way, even that which the eternal GOD hath 
“© fet before me from my infancy. I fhould be the moft 
ungrateful of men, if I fhould not acknowledge 
the mercy of GOD towards me, who hath fo won- 
derfully preferved me even from my cradie:” Then 
tehearfing his deliverance froma very dangerous * ac- 


‘ 
‘ 


® A fall whereby his life was in great hazard. 
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eident that befel him in his infancy, through the 
negligence of the maid; he added, 

«From that time my mother confecrated me unto 
GOD, and he abundantly bleffed me all my life 
*¢ time, and the whole family: And therefore 1 place 
aH my hope in the goodnels of GOD, being ready 
«¢ either to live or to dye. I have always thought, 
¢ that either this difeafe would be my death, or elfe 
“¢ the ftone, for I have fcarce ever been affiGted with 
«any other diftemper. I pray you to teftify unto all 
«¢ men, that I dye in that faith and doétrine, which 
«¢ | have always delivered both in preaching and wri- 
“ting: And if perhaps in fome things [ have erred, 
« T pray GOD that he will make perfeét all my im- 
«© perfeétions,” 

« The reft of the day was filled up with the vifits 
of friends; for he would have none hindered from 
coming to him, 

“© Let all that will (faith he) have accefs to vifit me; 
«ey ought to give an example of dying to other 
*© men. 

© With fuch fayi as thefe, he filled the by-ftan- 
ders both with confolation and with wonder ; while he 
thus proceeded: ** Come, fee a man, who is an ex- 
¢ ample of the great mercy of GOD: What fhall 
«<1 render unto him? ‘Al his benefits overwhelm 
«me: He hath fo difpofed my life, that in my 
«¢ whole courfe, I have had an healthful body; he 
*¢ hath heaped upon me both temporal and fpiritual 
‘© bleffings : And now before I am rendered feeble or 
« morole through old age, he comes unto me, and 
«¢ prevents me; he both calleth me, and caufeth me 
«« willingly to follow him at his call: And now the 
«end of my life is within my view, he ftill affords 
“¢ me the perfect ufe of my reafon, that I may praife 
«¢ the holy name of GOD in the land of the living, 
« and inftru@ my neighbors by my example. Pray for 
«cine, my friends, that this grace may be continued 
«unto me till I draw my laft breath ; that he will 
«¢ ftrengthen my faith, confirm my patience, and raile 
«« my hopes he hath already captivated all my affec- 
« tions to his will; I have caft the care of me, of 
«¢ mine, of life, and all my affairs upon him; let him 
« do with my body as it pleafeth him, fo it may but 
“ be well with my foul. There is no going hence 
¢¢ without pains; this flefh muft fuffer, and fall; It 
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«¢ matters not; provided the foul obtains new ftrength 5 
“and I arrive at a better manfion than that made 
sé with hands ; it is that I afpire to, I liment not 
“€ the world. I have lived jong enough, and have had 
 Jeifure to make trial of all things, and to know that 
“ they are vanity and vexation of fpirit. One thing is 
“© neceflary ; to tear GOD and keep his command~ 
«¢ ments, for that is the whole duty of man, And 
“¢ now there is nothing that J am concerned about, 
*¢ neither is my life dear unto me, fo that I may fi- 
* pith my courfe with joy, and. fulfil the minidr 

«¢ which [ have received of the Lord; which is bek 
*¢ done at the laft. This is the end, and this the 
4¢ mark, which a chriitian ought to aim at: The end 
«© of this frail life is the beginning of eternal life: O 
“© happy change! Truly I tear nothing; Chrif is gain 
«< both in life and death; he forfakes me not: If he 
*¢ make heavy my houity pains, yet he encreafeth 
“© the joy of my foul, Come, and I will tell you 
«¢ what he hath done for my foul; I called upon him, 
“© and he inclined his ear and heard me ; he hath 
‘6 blotted out my fins as a cloud; and as a father 
. pine his children, fo the Lord piticth them that fear 
© him. 

« His manner was to let no minifter part from him, 
before he had prayed with him; “ Pray unto GOD 
46 (would he fay) now is the acceptable time.” 

« Towards evening, when his wite could not be pre- 
vailed upon to withdraw, and betake herfelf to fome 
reft; It troubles me ({aid he) to fee fo dear a perfon, 
*© and one that I honor fo much, fo far in years, and 
“* of fo weak a body, to wear out herfelf at this rate:” 
But then giving way to her defire, * Seeing thou wilt 
* have it fo (faid he) tarry; it is a pleafure to me to 
4¢ fee thee: The Lord tirengthen thee.” 

© The night before Saturday was {pent in grievous 
pains, and in moft ardent prayers for the church of 
GOD, for the princes that were defenders of it, tor 
the people that lived under their jurifiiGion, and for 
the paftors to whom the care of fouls was committed : 
Speaking particularly of the States, (viz. of the United 
Provinces) he fad, 

** O GOD, withdraw not thy protedtion from thefe 
© provinces, neither remove chy candleftick away ; 
“ let not thine anger burn init them becaufe of 
s* that impiety and profaneneis which hath made too 
3 <“ great. 
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*¢ great a progrefs ; rather bow their hearts unto re+ 
< pentance, and convert men, that they may prevent 
« thy judgements. Let them coalefce in one body : 
«« Ejpecially Jet them be joined unto_thee, withont 
« whom all union is but confpiracy, Do thou prefide 
© in that aflembly : Bend their hearts fo, that all their 
«© decrees may turn to the good of the common- 
«« wealth, and efpecially of the church, Grant unto 
«them, that with due equity, noblenefs and grati- 
«© mde, they may remember that prince who only 
<< remains of the ftock of his noble progenitors, whom 
«¢ thou haft made ufe of to accomplith thy work in 
*¢ the midit of them. Endue this child with the fpirit 
«of thy fear, of prudence, fortitude and magnani- 
** mity; and deliver him from profane men, base flat- 
“* terers, and fuch fervants as are enticers unto, and 
« the inftruments of vices and infamous pleafures ; and 
** grant to him fuch as are faithful, uncorrupt, lovers 
“© of truth and equity, that by their means he may 
“© Jearn to diftinguifh virtue from vice, to fhun the 
«© one and embrace the other. It is time, O Lord, 
“ for thee to help.” 

“When the night was fpent, he was exceedingly 
wenried and tired out, both with overmuch fpeaking, 
and efpecially by means of abftinence from drink, with 
which he was wont to be refrefhed: For when through 
the extremity of his thirft he was forced to take down 
a little, immediately his ftomach caft it back again, 
being like a_veffel filled to the top, that could receive 
no more. The phyficians afflicted his body with the 
ute of various remedies, but he bore all with an even 
temper of mind ; often faying, ‘¢ 1 have told you be- 
“« fore, that the ufe of thele things will be to no 
« purpofe : But it is no matter, 1 muft comply with 
“ you, do what you pleafe, for your own fatisfac- 
*€ tion.” 

* That Saterday, December 31, he was mightily 
enfeebled, and fometimes very drowfy: He {pake but 
little that forenoon. After noon when divers friends 
vifited him, and were difcourfing among themfelves of 
the nature of his difeafe, he heard all that paffed 
between them in the chamber (for he was very quick 
of hearing) and gathered both from their difcourfes, 
and aifo from his own knowledge of the difeale he 
labored under, that his diflemper was that which 
phyficians call miferere mei, which be was not likely 
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to pafs through without very grievo.s fymptoms: Such 
as, a burning fever, delirium, and vy:oiting of his 

excrements : And thereupon he begun to be afhicted with 
much folicitude, while his mind was intent upon the 

thoughts of the grievoufnefs of thefe fymptoms : And 
in frequent ejaculations he fent up fhort and ardent 
ayers to GOD about it, 

« My GOD (faid he) have mercy upon me ; de- 
«¢ Jiver ‘me from the opprobrium which I fear: For 
“© thon art gracious.” 
© And fimiting his belly, he faid, « This is a bag of 
filth, a fink, and colleétion of griefs: But thanka 
be to my GOD, that he hath affliéted me in this 
more ignoble part; my heart in the mean time re- 
maining flyeng, and my brain free aud clear, fo 
«¢ that IT might have liberty to meditate upon th 
“ power and goodnefs. ‘his favor, O Lord GO 
© (which is invaluable), referve for me, that my mouth 
“¢ may utter nothing but what breathes forth charity, 
“« praifes, and thankfgivings: O that it may not 8 
«<¢ defiled with this filthinefs: (namely, the cafting up 
«© of excrements.) Let this building fe brought down 
« where its rain began, which let me behold as one 
«<¢ fet on high with a conftant and peaceful mind, even 
«¢ a mind elevated to {piritual things, which with all 
« earneftnefs:I follow after; knowing that flefh and 
© blood cannot inherit the kingdom of GOD, nei- 
*¢ ther can corruption inherit incorruption.” 

* And in the enfuing night he did often inculcate, 
«¢ Who is mortal man, that thou fhouldeit fo magaify 
«© him, and think upon him! He is like to vanity: 
«¢ Flefh, and a wind that paffeth away. With how 
<¢ fmall a thing are the ftrongeft among men caft 
«< down? By a vile excrement, by a little obftruc- 
“€ tion, which no remedies can open! Thou hait 
«‘ done this, O thou eternal One ; thus it pleafeth 
“¢ thee; and I would have it fo too: Let it be done 
“© to me according to thy word: I am in thy fam 
“ therly and gracious hands, I fear nothing; thou 
« art my fafeguard, and my exceeding great reward.” 
Then he repeated in the Hebrew tongue that fentence 
- of Lament. iii, 24. Thou art my portion, faith my 

foul 

And feeing thofe, that flood by him, were always 
fpeaking to him of good things, Well done, (fad 
*¢ he) ceafe not to ftrengthen me, unto that end GOD 
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¢¢ will fupply you with matter for difcourfe, for he 
‘is not only prefent with the fick himfelf for his 
¢ aid, but alfo with them that are called to fuccour 
him; for he is nigh unto all that call upon him 
¢ in truth.” 

* Then he again poured forth his prayers for the 
church of GOD, faying, “*O Lord, it’ is thy pof- 
«¢ fefon, which thou haft purchafed with thine own 
«¢ blood: Forfake not thine own work; let an holy 
* jealoufy be kindled in thee, lift up on high the 
«arm of thy power, and bring down the audacious 
«© ones, which tyrannize over thy flock; rebuke thou 
« the negligent, that heal her wounds ilightly: reduce 
‘into the way thofe that wander; and rengthen 
*< that which is ready to fall, through divifion, 
*« Gather both the one and the other to thyfelf 
« jnto one body, building them upon the foundation 
of the prophets and apoftles, Fefus Chrift himfelf 
“ being fhe chief corner-flone, in whom ali the 
We bailing fitly framed together, groweth into an 
“€ holy temple in the Lord.” And then making a 
dirrle panfe, he added, ‘* I have been one of thofe 
© builders; I have brought what | received from the 
* Lord, that I might put to my helping hand with 
“others towards the building of this temple; and I 
«© myfelf hall be a living fione in this Spiritual houfe.” 

He faffered no day nor night to pafs over without 
his ptayers for the houfe of Orange, “« Thow haft 
< gfliGed it, O Lord (faid he), but we befeech thee 
* Tet it not be deftroyed: Let this* branch grow up, 
“« which if it be thy good pleafure, may come to 
«¢ be a fruitful tree in its time: Let all acknowledge 
# that good to come from thee; and that thou alone 
“ canft give both being and well-being. How great 
s* folly is it to put confidence in man, and in the 
“¢ fon of man, who is nothing! His breath goeth 
** forth, and then his beft contrived thoughts perifh.” 

On the next day, which was the firft of the year 
3651, and the Lord’s-day, when he firft beheld the 
light, he faid, **O Lord, thou haft granted unto me to 
4 fee the beginning of the year: Thou hait meafured 
** out my time unto the middle of this age:” Then 
he afked what hour of the day it was, and what 


= The young prince [our K. William the third] born but a lide 
Before. 
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weather? When it was anfwered, that the weather 
was very fharp and fevere, he was atraid it might 
hinder his fon’s tourney to him : Whereupon he addrelled 
himfelf to GOD after this manner, 

« O my GOD, bring my fon unto me, that I may 
«© fee him, embrace him, and blefs him before 1 dye.” 
Then turning to his wife, he faid; ‘* Doft think ‘this 
* earneft defire to fee him proceeds from fome carnal 
s¢ affection? Nothing lefs! ‘Truly I love no man am 
“¢ more according to the fichh: I earneitly defire his 
«© eternal falvation ; and I hope to have thole difcourfes 
«¢ with him, which may increafe his zeal in adornin 
« his fpirimmat vocation: (His fon was a minifter) 1 
© have yet fpirit, and utterance fufficient for that work. 
«¢ Let none be hindered from coming to me: It is 
*¢ yfual for a man in my itation, by admonifhing 
*¢ others, publicly to make confeffion pf his own faith. 
“¢ Not for the fake of a little vain glory, O Lord, thou 
«* knoweft : For it little concerns me to be approved 
«* unto men, provided I may approve myfelf unto 
“© GOD: But I defire the falvation of many, and to 
*¢ give teftimony to the truth of thofe things which 
ee § have publicly taught.” 

« This day alfo was taken up with the vifits of 
friends; and amongft others that came, there was 
colonel Verncuil, and fome more officers in the garrifon, 
of which two or three were of Poiéfou; unto whom 
he faid, ¢*1 rejoice that I have opportunity to make a 
*€ confeffion of my faith before you that are my coun- 
“ trymens; and 1 pray you to keep it in memory, 
“* and give teftimony of it where it fhall be neceffary : 
“ For you fee before your eyes a man (weak indeed, 
but) without guile, who folemnly proteiteth, That 
he hath never publifhed in his writings, nor taught 
with his lips, any thing that did not agree with the 
fenfe of his heart, and the doétrine which hath 
been delivered to us by the prophets and apoftles; 
which is the fame with that which is found in the 
‘© confefion of faith of our churches, in which I 
“© have lived, and in which I purpofe to dye, The 
“ Lord GOD Almighty confirm you in that faith, 
*¢ fo that nothing move you from it: For what will 
‘it profit-a man, if be gain the whole world, and lofe 
‘ bis own foul? Scck ye firfd the kingdom of GOD, and 
‘© the righteoufnefi thereof, and then all other things fhall 
‘© be added to you. Learn to number your days: And 
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¢ get a wife heart. Look upon me, and let me be aft 
“example unto you : It is but eight days fince 1 
“ preached to you of man’s frailty, being myfelf in 
“health, and lively at that time, and now you fee 
*¢ the truch of what I faid, in myfelf : Certainh 

<¢ what is vifible to us, and fet before our eyes, hat! 

‘6 amore perfuafive power, than words which only 
$* beat the ears.” And then taking his leave of them, 
he added, “* The Lord deliver you from the allure~ 
<< ments of the world, and give you an increafe of 
“his fear, and of all fpiritual apd temporal giits.” 
A while after there came to him the worthy Snellen, 
burgomaiter of Breda, unto whom he chearfully gave 
an account of the nature of his difeafe, with the 
caufes and confequence thereof ; and then faid, ** Praife 
** be to GOD who hath given me to know the end 
“© of my life: 1 fhould be the moft ungrateful of all 
«men, if } were not contented with that meafure 
4¢ and term of life, which he hath afforded me; and 
«« if I fhould not acknowledge his great goodnefs, and 
<« provident care of me in the whole courfe of my 
£¢ life, Efpecially I give him thanks for laying out 
*¢ this place for me to pafs my old age in, amongft 
*£ good men, with whofe kindnefs I have been re- 
a“ Freshed, and to whom, for their mulriplied favors 
46 towards me, I can never make a fufficient return 
“* of thanks. Of your fincere affection (moft worthy 
“¢ Sir) im a fpecial manner I have had experience, for 
«* which I give you my hearty thanks, and in your 
“* perfon to your whole corporation, which I befeech 
** you to fignify to them ; and to intreat for me, 
<* that they will give me a place of burial large 
“© enough for me, and my wife who will quickl 

«© follow _me.” When be had thus expreffed himfelf, 
he difmiffed him with prayers for the weltare of him 
and his family. 

* About evening he defired to be helped out of 
his bed, and to fit in a chair; where he perceived 
the fwelling of his belly to reach to the pit of his 
ftemach ; which gave him apprehenfions that his end 
drew near; wherefore fending for Mr, Dauber an 
eminent civilian, he imparted to him his purpofe of 
adding a codicil to his will: And in order thereto he 
fent for the town-clerk and the two confuls, and having 
fully declared his mind to them, the bufinefs being 
dong aud fealed ; he began to difcourfe of another 
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fettlement, by the refignation of himfelf and his into 
the hands and unto the care of GOD 3; exprefing his 
affurance of the blefling of GOD upon his: And 
then added, « That he did exceedingly rej 
« he fhoux leave behind him a wife, excelling in vir- 
“ tue, and motherly affection to the children of her 
“ hufband; and alfo a fon that was a good man, 
“and ftudious of peace, who would be a father to 
“the three little ones, whofe guardian he was ap- 
“ pointed by that codicil.” 

© And for this laft office he rendered unto them his 
thanks, and to the council of the city in general 3 
and in particular bleffed each of them and their fiumilies, 
And when they were departed, he went to his bed. 
again ; and feeing no body ftand about him but his 
little family, he faid to his niece, « My daughter, 
‘do not depart from me, but perfift with me in 
*€ the duty of prayer. Do not fear to rehearfe all 
*¢ thofe words to me which GOD fhall fuggeft unto 
*¢ thy heart or mouth; this fweet and pleafing com- 
© munication fhall help to pafs over this night with 
“6 the more eafe. And GOD will be with us, and 
«© aft our good intentions: He will help our weak- 
<6 neffes, and afford us matter of fupplications, and 
** thankigivings. Such difcourfes are pleafing unto 
“him; he attends unto them that fear him, when 
‘ they talk together of thofe things that belong to 
“ the falvation of their fouls.” 

* And then, as one in a rapture, he faid, * My 
“ GOD! thou haft drawn me, and I was drawn’! 
« Thou haft known me from my mother’s womb, 
«* with a merciful and efficacious knowledge ; Thou 
¢ haft called me by name: Thou haft bored mine 
“¢ ears, and I was attentive: I have declared thy 
«€ meflage in the congregation, and thy word was 
“¢ fweeter than honey in my mouth. Who am 1! O 
«© GOD, but duit and afhes, an earthen and a frail 
«¢ veffel, into which notwithftanding thou hafi been 
<* pleafed to pour an holy liquor, and feed of immor- 
“tality. Thou livett, and thou makeft me to live 3 
“<I fall not dye, but live for ever, with that life 
§* which is bid with Chriftin GOD. Bleffed and toly it 
“* be which bath a part in the firft rejfurreétion: Over 
* bim the focond death fhall have no power. Behold ¥ 
“© am dead; and alfo ‘raifed from the dead; I live 
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«© not in myfelf, but in the life of the Son of GOD, 
«< who loved me, and gave himfelf for me, What 
«¢ fhould I mention more? I can make no return of 
« thy faithfulnefs to me, or of the benefits thou haft 
«* befowed on me. Thou hadi chofen me, before 
* thou gaveft me a being; and it pleafed thee that I 
. fhoutl be born of believing parents, and efpecially 
«< of a mother eminent in holinefs, who dedicated me 
«< to thy fervice from my tender years. With how 
« many prayers did fhe ftir me ‘up to that holy 
«¢ purpofe !" With what care and affection did fhe 
«« inftill the feeds of piety into me! And the almighty 
« GOD, who worketh all in all, gave his bleffing to 
*¢ this diligent nurture, and heard her ardent prayers $ 
«© and my miniftry hath been aecepted of him, 1 
“© am thy fervant, O my GOD, thou haft tavght 
«me from my youth; and I have taught thy won- 
** derful works, and thy grace unto this day ; for 
“‘ thy gifts have not been without fruit in me, 
«¢ Thou ufeft weak inftruments for the accomplithin 
** of thy work: Thon haft pardoned, thou haft helper 
«© me; thou haft accepted the truth and fincerity of 
*« my heart: And now, O my GOD, feeing it is 
** evident thou wilt have me retire from this valley 
“ of miferies, do not thou forfake me in this lait 
** and important a&. If it be thy will, that 1 dye; 
“ that alfo is my will: ] am ready, my heart is 
“© prepared : 1 give thee my heart, for that is it which 
« thou requireft ; let this gift be approved by thee ; 
© receive this gift, which is thine own, from him to 
*© whom thou haft given all things, who gives him- 
“© felf to thee. O Lexd, I give thee thanks; thow 
* inftructeft_me, thou enlighteneft me, thou talkeft 
«© with my foul: O Lord, thou embraceft me in the 
“arms of thy mercy ! Grant alfo that I may em- 
‘© brace thee hy a lively faith, and that I may appl: 
‘© unto myfelf the promifes of the gofpel, which t 
“+ have propofed unto others. Let them be effectual 
«* jn me, that by them 1 may be fupported againft 
** all pains, yea death itfelf.” 
© Then turning his fpeech to his niece, he faid+ 
That I may not tire thee with long difcourfes, 
*¢ admire thou the grace of GOT) towards me, and 
** blefs him who fortifies me with patience. Obferve 
* my words unto my laft breath, and commit them 
© to 
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“* to writing as fully as thon canft, that thereby my 
«© deareft brother, with others of my near kindred 
* and affinity, as alfo of my friends, may be com- 
«© forted and refrefhed :” To which when fhe returned 
anfwer ; that fhe was unable to retain, and commit 
to writing, fuch an abundance of holy fpeeches as 
flowed from him, he replied ; “ Fear not ; only da 
«* thine endeavor, and GOD will help thee. If GOD 
« give me ftrength, I will write a fhort epiftle, 
%¢ which fhall be for a teftimony that credit is to be 
*¢ given to thy relation.” (And he was always wont 
upon the mention of any thing of this nature, to 
add,) “ Not that I would hereby procure praife to 
« myfelf; but I would have it known unto all, that 
« the religion which I have profeffed, and taught in 
*¢ the name of GOD, is the true religion, and that 
«« alone which Jeads men unto falvation: And parti-~ 
“« cularly, [ would have my brother informed of that 
“ jneftimable grace which I have received of GOD, 
‘© that he may be abundantly comforted and ftrength- 
"© ened in his expectation of a better life, which 1 
¢« already enjoy. O with how great love have 1 loved 
«* him, and eiteemed him! Yea I have loved the gifts 
** of GOD in him, and fhall love them to the laft. 
«© T pray GOD who is the giver of every good gift, 
© that he will fulfil, Strengthen, and make perfeét his 
“© own work in him ; that he will guide him with his 
“<< sounfel, and at length fave and receive him to his 
“ reft. The fame prayers I make for my nephew his 
fon Stephen, that he may be an ufeful inftrument 
“ for the promoting of GOD's glory, a diligent work- 
man that needs not to be afhamed, rightly dividing 
“© the word of truth. O Lord m Gob, I pray not 
** only for my brother, but tor all thofe in France, to 
“© whom thou hait committed the conduét and rule 
** of the churches: Blefs their perfons ; pardon their 
“© defects; fanctify their gifts: Grant unto them, that 
they may ferioufly return unto the fimplicity which 
“6 is in Chrift 5 and. thar they detra& not from the 
glory of GOD, to afcribe unto man what belongs 

to his falvation ; he is ftrong and jealous. 
«© If in my writings I have feemed to deal a little 
warmly with fome of my brethren about their 
new notions, I proteft re GOD, I was never 
moved by envy or wrath againft any one in par- 
ticular, but om the contrary always accounted the 
* men 
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«« men that favored thofe novelties, among my friends; 
© and the more | loved both their perfons and gifts, 
«< the more it grieved me that I could not reconcile 
«6 their maxims with the word of GOD. I do moit 
«© earneitly befeech GOD, that he will give thein the 
«¢ fpirit of peace, that they may be of the tame 
«< judgement, and {peak the fame things ; and that 
«¢ the love of GOD may conftrain them, and gather 
«« them into one in Cérif; till we all come unto 
«the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
« the Son of GOD, unto a perfe& man, unto the 
«¢ meafure of the ftature of the fullnefs of Chri; that 
«¢ following the truth in love, we may grow up into 
* him in all things, who is the head, even Chri. 
«I would have thee without delay write unto thy 
father ; he is my brother in a double bond, I have 
always efteemed, and loved him; he hath been an 
ufeful initrument for the glory of GOD, and 1 
«© doubt not but he will thoroughly accomplifh his 
*¢ work in him, to the Flory of his own name, and 
«s his eternal falvation. go before him, in a litue 
“time he will follow after me: He is almoft come 
“‘ to the end of his courfe, and there remains but a 
«¢ Jittle time, before GOD will crown his Jabors with 
“© an eternal reward,” 

And here again in an extraordinary tranfport he 
brake out into thefe expreffions: ‘* O great and im~- 
«* menfe mercy ! who can but be rapt into admira- 
“ tion! He gives both being, and well-being ; he 
“ beftows his gifts, he fupporteth, he pardoneth, he 
“* worketh in us both to will and to do according to 
“‘ his good pleafure: And when himfelf hath given 
«and wrought all this, yet he gives to us an eternal 
* reward! Amen, amen. Be it unto me according to 
“* thy word, even according to the faithfulnefs and 
“ ftability of thy promifes. 

¢ Then turning his dilcourfe to his niece agains 
«© Write alfo ({aid he) to thy brethren, that I love 
«them, and that I pray for their falvation. And thou, 
“¢ my dear niece! I Nove thee, not becaufe of that 
“near affinity which thou haft to me, but rather 
“€ becaufe we both have one GOD, and one_hope. 
« ‘Thou knoweft the love and affeGtion which I have 
‘had for thee, which hath been a paternal love in- 
¢¢ decd, for a token of which, take thou the Bible 
“© which thou fhalt Gnd ia my ftudy. -In {pecial, I 
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e 


RIVET. ang 


«« recommend to thee my wife, thy very good aunt: 
« To thy power comfort and affift her: Be unto her 
¢ inftead of a daughter, and help her to digett the 
«¢ forrow fhe will have for my abfence.” 

© On Monday morning, Fa:vary 2, he defired to arife 
out of his bed, that he might write thofe letters 
which he had made mention of in the night: And alfo 
that he might add fomething to the codicil, which 
was annexed to his will the evening before. His 
ftrength was fufficient to admit the putting on of 
his clothes, and alfo his walking into his ftudy ; where 
he took the ‘Bible defigned for his niece, and gave 
it to her himfelf: And to Mr. Dauber, who was then 
with him, he gave an 4rabick new teftament, and 
Jaid by another book for Mr. Hudfus, and one for 
his brother Rivet, to be immediately fent unto him to 
Champuernon in France; unto whom (being returned 
into his chamber) he wrote this letter. 


s¢ My dear Brother! 


*¢ ] Now write my laft to you, with a trembling 
*¢ and dying hand. After the preaching of a fermon 
“« on Chrifimas day in perfect health; it is now eight 
«© days fince { have been affifted with a ftubbora 
*€ conftipation; and the expulfive faculty is, wholly 
«© extinct in me, Wherefore I am determined by the 
*© grace of GOD to dye with courage and conftancy : 
*¢ By the obftinate continuance, and pains of my 
‘ diftemper, Iam quite worn ovt; and the day of 
« my diffolution draws near. My niece Mary Moulin 
* fhall write unto you an account of my laft hours, 
<¢ and of that tranguillity of mind which GOD affords 
“to me, I expect the coming of my fon, to whom 
«1 may commit my nephews and affairs; he fhall 
« give you an account of all, Farewell my deareit 
«* brother! But-keep me in remembrance the refidue 
“© of thy life, who have loved thee and thine with a 
great charity; love mine again, as thou doeft: F 
* pray GOD to blefs thee, and all thine. Once 
*¢ again farewell !” : 

“© Dated at Breda, Fan. 2. 1651.” 


« 


© He wrote alfo to Mr. ‘Moulin, his brother by affi- 
nity, in thefe words, 
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«* My deareft Brother, 


“IT fo pleafeth GOD, that you fhould remain 
“alive after me: I now write being upon the hor- 
*¢ ders between life and death, after a fermon preached 
“ on Chrifimas day, whick was followed with a per- 
“¢ tinacious retention faecium in alve induratarum, and 
“ of the retaining of that load, the diffolution of the 
*¢ body with grievous pains is the neceffary confe- 
« quent. Your daughter, which miniftereth to me in 
“‘ this agony, hath undertaken to write to you of 
“* my conftancy, and the grace which GOD affordeth 
“to me, Live unto the glory of his name, remem~- 
* bering me and mine, who dye 


“© Your moft affectionate, &c." 


‘When he had written thefe letters, he found him~- 
felf exceedingly wearied, and defired to be had to bod 
again, All this day was {pent in receiving his friends, 
eipecially the paftors who were of divers nations ; unto 
whom he difcourted largely of furrendering up himfelf 
into the hands of GOD, ‘and recited to them a con- 
feffion of his faith, and exhorted them to proceed 
chearfully in that work which the Lord had com- 
initted to them. He gladly received thofe confolations 
whereby they endeavored to affuage his pains, and 
heard their prayers for him with like joy, always 
adding, that he was much refrefhed by’ them. All 
this day the time feemed very long to him, while he 
expetted the coming of his fon. ; 

“ How afraid am I (faid he) that I fhall not fee 
*¢ my fon! It is the only thing I defire in this life.” 

When he was wholly given wp by the phyficians, 
and now for many days had neither received nor voided 
any thing, a little after noon, a good man, that wag 
touched with our affliction faid unto us, that it feemed 
a very wonderful and itrange thing to him, that we 
would fuffer a man of fo great merit, who was yet 
firong and hearty, to go out of the world without 
trying of any remedies : Adding, that he knew a per- 
fon that was held with the fame difeafe, that was. 
helped by baths preferibed by a furgeon in the city, 
who was indeed very dkilful in his art. ‘his perfon 
therefore was immediately fent for, who when he came, 
finding the fick man ftrong enough to abide the ue 
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of that remedy, without delay prepares a bath, by 
which he found himfelf much eafed, and his pains 
affuaged ; and that Monday night, he had a better night 
of it than ordinary, 

¢ The next day in the morning they repeated the 
bath, after which a clyfter was injected, which feemed 
to have begun its work : All that were about the 
fick man rejoiced, and bade him be of good courage, 
promifing his recovery from his diftemper ; and, to 
fay the truth, hhimfelf began, if not to hope, yet at 
Jeaft to think, it might be fo. In the following 
evening the bath was repeated again, ufter which being 
had to bed, he began to fleep {weetly : But had 
fearcely refted half an hour, before he was awakened 
by the pain of his fide, and a greater tenfion of his 
belly than before, and the accefs of a fever. Nothing 
was left unattempted for his relief, by fomentations 
and unétions ; but all was to no purpofe: The 
complaint of the fick man was increafed, and he was 
tired out and affliéted with extraordinary reftleffnefs, 
And then his niece perceived that there was fome- 
thing elfe troubled him more than the pain of his 
body ; for he, remaining filent, groaned forth moft 
bitter fighs, whereas before the more he was tormented 
with pain, the more ardently did he ufe to pour out 
his prayers to GOD. It was fupper time when fhe 
was Jeft with him alone, and then with a mournful 
voice he afked, ‘‘ Who is there, is any ftranger pre- 
«© fent ?? And when his niece had told him, no: She 
alked him, Whence doth this unufual difquietude 
proceed ? You feem to me to fuffer fomething extraor- 
dinary ; What is become of that chearfulnefs through 
whieh you were wont to pafs through your pains 
with the greateft joy ? 

Alas! (faid he) he is departed from me that made 
«© glad my heart: I have (grieved that “holy Spirit 
*¢ the Comforter, who had filled my foul with peace 
“© and joy ; I have been fo wretched and unhappy 
“© as to give ear to thofe who fpake unto me of 
“ my returning into this world: I have been tickled 
© with the debre of living: And how could fach a 
** thing poffibly be, after the fruits of the heavenl 
‘¢ Canaan had been tafted by me, and I had by faith 
“¢ taken hold of fupernatural good things ? What is 
“* now neceffary to be done ? Whither fhall I go? 
“If T fpeak, he anfwers not ; yea he hath taken 
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“* from me the power of {peaking : Ah, fad change. 
** An holy fire had kindled my meditation, but now 
« vain thoughts hurry me: { cannot get out of my 
“¢ mind an old fatire, and fuch ike trifies. Thus 
“* while I am at death’s door, I go backwards.” 

‘And here cafting his arms about her neck, he 
thus proceeded: “ dear niece, help me, continue 
“© to difcourfe of good things with me: Call upon the 
“ Comforter to return, and renew that excellent 
*¢ work which he had advanced in me. O return ! 
“return | Confirm me with thy ftrength, before I 
“© go hence, and be feen no more.” 

© Then the faggefted to him thofe places of ferip- 
ture, which by the divine aid were brought to her 
mind ; in anfwer to which, every moment he inter- 
pofed thofe words, as made it evident that his foul 
which before was finking under its burden, began to 
gather ftrength and comfort again. _ He had fearce 

een a quarter of an hour in that conflidt, before he 
fell into a fwoon ; which occafioned the hafty calling 
in of his fon, who was come to him bur that morn- 
ing ; and when this finking fit was over, there ap- 

eared in him again the fame tranquillity and chear~ 
uinefs of countenance as formerly: And feeing thofe 
of his own houfhold, with fome friends that uled to 
affift him, and watch with him by turns, in the next 
room, he attentively fixed his eyes upon each of 
them ; and firft addreffing himtelf to his wife: 

«« Farewell (faid he) my deareft yoke-fellow ! We 
‘* have lived together in peace for thirty years ; and 
** I thank thee for thy help, which hath been a great 
“© comfort unto me}; for I did caft all domeftic 
“© cares upon thee: Continue I befeech thee to* love 
‘* my children with that pious affection, which hi- 
“© therto thou haft had for them.” 

‘Then turning his fpeech to his fon, he faid, «* And 
“ thou my fon! love and honor this deareft com~- 
“« panion of my life, the partner of all my joys and 
“< forrows, which hath done the duty of a mother 
*< towards thee ; this 1 defire of thee, and this I 
*© command thee, as thou expedteft a bleffling from 
«GOD upon what I have gotten by my labor; 


® ‘They were his children by a former wife, for he had none 
ay ber. 
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* divide it between you without quarrelling or con- 
«¢ tention, according to what is juft and right; mav 
© all thy affairs with all leniry and chriftian prudenci 
« efpecially purfue peace, O Frederick ! (lor that was 
«* his fon’s name, to which he alluded) be rich in 
© peace.” 

Then taking hold of both their hands, and joining 
them together: ‘* Promife me, (faith he) that you 
<¢ will maintain an holy and mutual friendihip with 
“each other. Which when they had both moft fo- 
lemnly promifed to do. “I believe you (luid he) 
“© for | have no caufe to doubt of your fincerity 5 
©T know that you fear GOD, sik that my lat 
commands will be of great weight with you; even 
«as I pray GO] that he will make my blefling 
& effetual upon you.” 

« Then turning to his wife, he faid: *¢ The Lord 
“© blefs thee, my dear love, and ftrengthen thee ; he is 
«an hufband to the widow, and a father of the 
“¢ fatherlefs.” 
© And to his fon, ‘¢ The almighty Father ‘blefs 
thee, my fon, guide thee in all thy ways, enrich 
thee with all chriftian virtues, and plentifully make 
thee to abound in all fpiritual and temporal blef- 
“« fings; regard not the world nor its deccitful hopes; 
“* for the world pafleth away, and the Jufts thereof ; 
“© place all thy felicity in the bleffing of GOD: Be 
«< ftrong in faith, and prepared unto every good work. 
« Let the peace of GOD dwell in thee, and make 
«¢ thee peaceable and kind, Thofe infants, which [ 
« commend unto thee, and commit to thy truft, will 
“be proper fubjeéts for thee to exercife thy charity 
“upon, I appoint and fet thee over not only that 
“ little portion which I leave them, but efpecially 
‘« their perfons, that thou mayeft take care of their 
“¢ inftruétion and education in piety and_virtue 5 that 
“ they may be fitted for that fervice of GOD, which 
“© their nature and genius renders them capable of, 
“« and efpecially may apply themfelves to the worthip 
“ of GOD.” 

* And then taking hold of the hand of the eldeft 
of the children, he faid, “* Farewell dear child, the 
*«* Lord make thee a good and a pious man, that thou 
S€ mayeft fill up the place of thy father and granc- 
‘¢ father: He blefs thee abundantly, and make thy 
“6 fundies profperous unto his glory ; which he se 
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«© do if thou diligently call upon him, and if thon 
fludy to he diligent, fober, modeft, and humbly 
obedient unto GOD and thy fuperiors, thy uncle 
in particular, who will be inftcad of a father to 
“© thee. Give due obedience and honor unto thy 
“ mother; love thy brother and fifter, and withdraw 
thyfelf from the company of young perfons who 
will intice thee unto vice.” 

« And unto his niece he thas fpake: ‘¢ Farewell 
“my dear niece, the Lord blefs thee! We have a 
«* kindred in the heavens which will endure for ever.” 

Now, when we thought this night would be his 
aft, the principal of his friends were called to him, 
and amongft them Mr. Haifus, and as they ftood 
about his. hed, he attentively beheld them, and dif- 
courfed of his departure at hand, and his difpofition 
to give up himfelf to the will of GOD, with a joyful 
and free foul. He exhorted each of them according 
to their refpettive condition in regard of age, fexy 
or quality, and bleffed each of them and their fami- 
lies. Then again fpeaking to his fon, he faid, ‘¢ M. 
*¢ friend ! Thou jotett at the fame time both 2 maf- 
“© ter and a father; but if the fear of GOD bear 
«rule in thee, GOD will fupply the place of both. 
« Far be it from me to ditrurt his grace for the 
*« future: I caft all my cares upon him, and give 
“up myfelf and mine, my life and affairs into his 
¢ hands.” 

‘Then he uttered in French metre the words of the 
Pfalmiit to this fenfe. ‘* Unto whom shall I go for 
“help, O Lord, and in whom is my hope? Truly 
«in thee. I am full of days: I defire to be diffol~ 
« ved and to be with Chri. It is enough, O Lord? 
* Receive now my foul: I commit this body to the 
¢ earth, but I commit my fpirit into the hands of 
¢* GOD who gave it.” 

© And in a paroxyfm of pain he faid, «‘ My GOD, 
J know this tabernacle cannot be diffolved without 
« pain, yet my heart is lively, and I have fill ftrength 
© to bear my pains. O Lord, help mine infirmities 
depart not far from_me in the day of my forrow: 
*¢ Say unto my foul, I am become thy falvation.” 

This Jaft he rehearfed in the French metre, and 
then repeated in Mebrew, from Pfatm xvi. 5. The 
Lord is the portion of my inheritance, 
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From that night forward. it was obferved, when any 
one difcouried to him of repevtance, and of the grace of 
GOD in forgiving fins, he was wont to anfwer: 
* As to this point, I am affured that I am recon~ 
ciled, and clcanfed from my fin, by the precious 
“© blood of my Redeemer; GOD hath fpoken, ard 
made known to me already that my fins are blot~ 
* ted out; I now tate this bleffednefs, Blofed is 
man to whom the Lord imputeth not fin. Palm xx 
“6 1, Lhere is no condemnation to them that are in Chrift 
“< Fefus: Rom. viii. 1. He is come unto me according 

to his great mercies, and draweth me, and I willingly 
follow him; He lefins my bodily pains, by increafing 
& the joy of my fur; he fatisties my thick for him 
« with the dew of his grace : Behold I am fariated, 
Tam inriched. Aan fives not by bread alone, but by 
“ every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of COD: 
“ The nh of GOD is not meat and drink, but 











righteoufnefs and peace and joy through the Holy Ghofte 
I'am fed by my Saviour, whofe fe is meat indeed, 
and his blood is drink indeed; wd as be is the true 

uickening bread which came down from heaven, 
$ he that eateth him, fhall live by him: And 
therefore I live. It is now two days fince I have 
6 lived not an animal life, but I live that life which 
*¢ I fhall cternally live in the heavens.” 

¢ That night he made a long and ardent prayer, 

the greateft part of which is flipped out of our me- 
mory: In general he prayed for all men, and bewailed 
the corruption of mankind. 
“© Alas! O Lord (faid he) this is the laft time; 
there is fearce any faith in the earth; men of 
veracity are hardly to be found: One {peaks to 
¢ another, yea to his friend, fraudulently and with a 
46 double heart. Alas ! woe is me, that 1 dwell in 
* the tents of Kedar, with thofe that hate peace. 
«¢ Thou haft made peace in thy high places; thou 
4* giveft peace, but not fuch as the. world giveth 5 
«« wherefore my heart is not afraid: The fpirit which 
** thou haft given me, is the fpirit of power, of love, 
“and a found mind.” 

“On the /ednefday morning he found himfelf much 
wearied and enfeebled, partly by the pains he had 
endured, and partly by his much and earneft fpeaking, 
Both we that were about him, and himlelf, were all 
oe) 
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of the mind that his laft hour was approaching ; for 
which reafon he fpake as follows. 

© Again I bid you farewell, my friends; obferve 
#¢ me, and continue to ftrengthen me with your prayers 
« and exhortations; when my fpeech fhall fail, I will 
endeavor by figns to let you know my faith and 
“© perfeverance; my mind canvot be fhaken; he that 
“¢ preferves me is in the heavens.” 

© When he had again blefled his family and all that 
ftood by him, his {peech wholly failed him for a 
time, fo that we expected nothing lefs than to fee him 
draw his lat breath; but being recovered out of this 
finking fit, he began to fpeak again, and when he 
faw the chamber fall of people, he faid: * How am 
“© T tired out! Will they allow me no time of repofe? 
“¢ Wherefore is there fuch a company about me? 
** Have not I fpoken enough? Why am I not al- 
© lowed a little relaxation, and one moment of foli- 
“ tude, that I may converfe with my GOD?” 

« Therefore every one withdrew according to his 
defire, and we were afraid to come near to him, left 
we fhould moleft him; but when we heard his groans, 
his neice went in foftly to him, and faid, ¢ Reveren 
€ Sir, would you be without my company? oth it 
« not pleate you that I fhould any longer attend upon 
© you? 

“¢ Alas (faid he) I defire nothing more ; do not go 
«< from me, but be thou a witnefs of my laft hours: 
«« Continue with me even to the end. It is a great 
* comfort to me to enjoy quietuefs; I cannot bear 
«¢ the fight of fo great a company, efpecially of thofe 
« that come out of mere curiofity. I have omitted 
«¢ nothing of what was incumbent on me to fay or 
s¢ do: I leave nothing behind me that is matter of 
“ regret to me; I have prayed for the peace of mine 
“© after my departure, and T believe peace fhall dwell 
“+ améng them, and that thou wilt do thy endeavor 
¢ that it may, for I know thou art of a peaceable 
«© fpirit. I am fatisfied and at reft: I have no more 
*€ to do here below. I have waited for thy falvation, 
*O Lud. 

« She atked, If it would pleafe him to have his fon 
come to him? ‘* Yea, (faid he) 1 blefs (sOD, and 
“ rejoice that I have fecn him and bleffed him before 
«¢ T dye.” When he came near to him, he ftretched 
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out’ his hand and received him kindly, and then re- 
peated to him what he had before faid concerning his 
brother, affirming, ‘¢ That he was a very good man, 
«© and one furnifhed with gifts that are rather folid 
* and ufeful, than confpicuous and ornamental ; now 
“ fhall he be the crown of my father's family: I 
* blefs GOD that there remains a man therein to 
«© praife him both in word and work, The bleffing 
“ of the GOD of ovr father hath been eminently 
on that branch of our family from whence we 
*¢ are fprung; there have been found therein many 
© good men who feared GOD: As for thefe little 
$6. Nomarinisy I recommend them to GOD,” 

© And, after a little flop, he continued his {peech unto 
his fon: “* My fon, I now know thee no longer ac- 
‘© cording to the flefh ; my carnal affections are 
‘© mortihed and fwallowed up in the love of GOD: 
«« My love towards my wife and children is now 
«* wholly fpiritual ; I have prayed unto GOD that 
“he wil fan@ufy, make thee perfed& and glorify thee. 
“© My fon! Is ‘not my happy departure joyful unto 
$6 thee > What couldeit thou with more earneftnefs 
“have defired for me, than a glorious and happy end 
‘ after a long and profperous lite ? Biles GOD, 
“« through whofe bounty I am now filled with joy 
“and peace. Fear GOD my fon, for this is the 
“¢ whole duty of man. In all thy adtions love righ- 
* teoufnefs,  finceri Ys peace, and truth, that my 
“« bleffing may rewnain effectually upon thee and thy 
«© nephews.” 

« This whole day was paffed over much to his eafe 
and quiet, none being admitted to difturb him with 
their vifits: He lay fill, and was inclined to fleep ; 
and when he obferved us to look upon him as if he 
had been afleep ; I flecp (faid he) but my heart 
“© waketh.” And when we afked him fometimes how 
he did, “ Very well (iaid he) I feel no pain; T am 
“ filled with the grace of GOD; I am not fenfible 
‘$ of cold or heat; I fear no more the inconvenien- 
‘© cies of tempora! life; the Spirit of GOD ftrengthens 
‘me, and affords me abundant confolations. I have 
“no doubt of my falvation ; he hath fet me on 
“high: He hath hid me in his hiding place: He 
“(hath fenced me round about, and hath perfected 
‘© whatfoever concerns me. IJ cannot be troubled any 
*€ more; I am like a veffel filled with pure water, 
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“< which no agitation troubles. I: is GOD that jufti~ 
“ fies 3 who fhall condemn ? It is Chrift that dyed, yea. 
‘rather who is rifen again: The moments of my 
© time are in his power. Iam wholly taken up in 
“ the expeétation of the decreed hour, when he will 
“fay, Come thou good and faithful fervant, enter into 
© the joy of thy Lord! O my GOD, I thank thee 
«that thon haft given me the fpirit of humility, 
«6 fincerity and truth! I have not been as a tinkling 
*€ cymbal: O Lord, thou haft known the fecrets of 
*¢ my foul, and my inmoft thoughts ! Thou haft 
«© taught me in the fchool of true doGrine, and I 
* have above all fought the glory of thy name. I 
* have not thought any virtue or knowledge to be 
*¢ of myfelf, knowing that all my fufficiency is from 
* thee alone: I have flighted that mytftical theology 
* which is nothing but canting, and have adhered to 
* that clear, pure and faving truth which is contained 
«in the holy feriptures. One word of the Son of 
«© GOD who requires the heart, is of more worth 
«« than all thofe human vanities, which are good for 
«« nothing elfe but to trouble the purity of the divine 
“¢ fountains. Suffer not, O Lord, the improbity of 
“¢ men to obfcure the clearnefs of thy word, which 
‘© hath been a lamp unto my feet and a light unto 
‘© my path; yea, it ftill affords a light unto me, and 
*s guideth me in the dark paths of the fhadow of 
« death, 

*¢ © Lord, I have been jealous for thee, and have 
* mourned in fecret for the wickednefs of fome, and 
“* the audacious hypocrify of others, who have affem- 
‘© bled themfelves to pull down what thou hadft builr 
“©up by thy mercies, There yet remain pious fouls. 
** who Jove the peace of Zion, and mourn under thefe 
“4 confufions ; hear their prayers. In particular have 
** mercy on thofe moft flourifhing iflunds where fo 
* much of the blood of thy martyrs have been 
«s fhed ; turn the people in them to thyfelf, and to 
* their king; give thy judgements unto that poor 
¢ prince, and make him worthy to have his juft prayers 
«* heard; give the fpirit of moderation and wifdom to 
*¢ his own nation, who have fent for him, that the: 
«* may require nothing of him, but what is weighe 

i fance of juftice.” 
urfes, being began towards evening, were 
it was night ; which he perceiving and 

wondering 
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wondering at himfelf, faid, ‘* And am I yet alive, 
*¢ and thus able to fpeak ? GOD hath done it, he 
«* endues me with new ftrength, that I may glority 
* him, and extol his holy name. O Lord, 1 wait for 
«¢ the moment which thou hait determined, I believe, 
«© J perfevere ; 1 am not troubled. The fpirit of 
* GOD witneffeth with my fpirit that 1 am a child 
& of GOD. O Lord, thou hait known me thorough!ys 
«J am thy fervant; help all mine infirmities; perfect 
*© thy work in me: Patience and hope make not 
*© afhamed ; the love of GOD is in me, even that 
*€ love whereby I earneftly defire the falvation of 
« all, yea of thofe which have offended me without 
“ a caufe; I forgive them, and pray for them; there 
<¢ is no bitter gall in me, for GOD hath caufed all 
«¢ bitternefs to pafs from me, and hath given true 
peace in me; for 1 roll _myfelf upon him.” 
© On Thurfday morning Fanuary 5, turning his eyes 
towards the light, he faid, ‘ it ‘is day-light: Shortly 
<1 fhall no more know the difference of day and 
*¢ night ; I am come to the eve of that great and 
« eternal day, and am going unto that place where 
“the fun fhall no more give light: GOD will be 
“ an everlafting light unto me: And already, O Lord, 
*€ thou fendeft the rays of that light into my foul, 
** and openeft mine. eyes that I may perceive them. 
«© O how powerfully doft thou werk in me ! While 
«¢ this old man dyes and decays, thou putteit on me the 
“* new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the 
* image of him who createth it ; that is lively, feeth, 
*‘ heareth, and walketh, with enlarged fteps ; it defires 
** nothing more than an outlet into perfect liberty, 
“¢ Deliver me from this prifon, that I may celebrate 
“* thy name; yet neiher do 1 fo contemn this body, 
“as not to think of its reftoration; for I know thy 
«¢ dead fhall live, yea, my dead body: It is fown in 
corruption, it fhall be raifed in incorruption ; it is 
fown a vile body, but it fhall rife again in glory ; 
it is fown in weaknefs, but it fhall be raifed again 
in power: In a word, it fhall be conformed to the 
glorious body of our Lord Fefus Chriff, who is be- 
come the firit-fruits of them that fleep: I fhall 
fee him in my flefh : My own eyes fhall fee him; 
1 fhall behold his face in righteoufnefs, and fhall 
‘ be fatisfied with his Jikenefs when I awake. He 
€ loveth me with an intire affection ; he kifleth mo 
ha *e with 
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«‘ with the kifles of his month: He hath removed 
“© all fear fur from me, and hath filled me with 
* peace and joy in believing.” 

* He often repeated that fentence, Amor meus cru- 
sifixus off ; that is, my love is crucified ; adding, 
*€ © love incomprehenfible ! what 1 conceive of him 
« ig beyond all expreffion, Bleffed be the Lord, who 
“hath direéted my heart into the love of GOD, 
“© and the patient waiting for Chrif.” 

© This whole day was fpent in like holy dif- 
courfes, and the prayers of minifters that came to 
him, with the vifits ob other friends. Towards even- 
ing he fond himiclf very weak, and had two or 
three fainting fits, but his fpeech did not wholly fail 
in them; fometimes he would fay, “ My ftrength os 
“© quite fpent: Lam going hence, Lord, meet me; do 
“not tarry; take cresture.” 

© Yowards the midile of the night, his ftrength 
being a little recovered, he reached Jorth his hand to 
Mrs. Rivet his wife, and faid, ‘* Embrace me once 
«* more, my dear love! | love thee no more after the 
«© §efh, but after the fpirit; as ! have always loved 
*€ thy better part: I have fived with thee in holy 
“€ concord thefe thirty years. Thou haft borne m 
 jafirmities, and haft’been an help to me; and GOD 
«¢ hath bleffed us together: I have taken notice of 
« thy good infirmities, conjoined with great piety 3 
*€ and thy faith, which is not perfeét, but fincere and 
*© true, “Thou knoweft (my love) that GOD is not 
“(a fevere judge, but merciful and gracious; he 
“* chiefly requires from us a recumbence on his 
« mercy: He is kind and full of love, Behold in 
** me an example of mercy and kindnefs, and from 
“thence gather confidence that he will follow thee 
s¢ with the fame grace; we have an alliance in hea-~ 
* ven ; thither the Lord takes me, and he will take 
«* thee thither alfo, and fo we fhal! be together with 

the Lord for ever. While the: art waiting for 
that bleffed hour, he will be thy hufband, father, 
comforter, and defender ; and finally will make 
thee to experience the fovereign effects of his love, 
Rejoice therefore (my deareft love): I have prayed 
for thee. Thy faith fhall not fail ; GOD will 
* fuccour thy infirmities, which favor of nothing 
“ put goodnels, It is that I love in the children of 
** GOD, that they -acknowledge themfelves to be 
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«¢ imperfect, before him: GOD will compleatly per- 
feé&t thee, doubt not.” 
‘ ‘Then turning to his fon, “ My fon ‘(faid he} 
« keep for thyteit what is thine; call upon GOD as 
“thy father, for he is the father of eternity : Let 
«« his fear wholly poffefs thee, for that is the principat 
«© thing 7 Seek “firft the kingdom of GOI) and his 
“ righteoufnels ; and all other things ‘hall be given 
“jn over and ubove unto thee. Take care of my 
© Jittle children ; fee to their pious education and 
© inftru@tion in their tender years ; let them not fre- 
& quent evil company. My fon, I put confidence in 
« thee, and affure myfelf thou wilt obferve my com- 
*¢ mands with all thy power. Let truth be in thy 
heart, equity and fincerity in all thy aétions ; and 
« cherifh ce and friendfhip among friends.” 
x many friends by the hand that ftood 
«IT pray you love my fon:” And 
then turning to his niece, ‘ Farewell (Said he) m 
«© deareft niece ! GOD will blefs thee ; yea he hatl 
“ Uieted thee already; thou haft miniftered to thi 
“<¢ aMiéted and fick parent, and in fo doing thon ha: 
* ferved the public: Let my bleffing remain upon 
«© thee: I know and am fure that thou fhalt be with 
«6 me in the heayenly paradife, where GOD hath pre- 
«* pared places for us, before the foundation of the 
« world was laid. Thou haft helped me, and GOD 
«will help thee: Fear not, perfevere with me in 
« the clofe of my Iaft_hours.” 

* Then feeing Mr. Fayan le Cog: “ Are hte there 
« (faith he) my dear coufin? The Lord blefs you 
‘© abundantly, and grant that in the whole courfe of 
“* your life, you may walk in his fear ; you belo 
*© to an honorable family, which have laid many o! 
gations upon me; I pray you write to your honored 
mother an account of my happy departure; and 
“ alfo to your brethren, whom I pray GOD abun- 
** dantly to blefs, and give them peace, and that 
< they may not truft in the perifhing good things of 
“ this world. As for myfelf; it is long fince I 

have turned from corruprible things, aud adhered 
to thofe that are prepared an! laid up in heav: 

& Every good and perfedt gift comes down from 
“« Father of Lights, with who.n there is no varia- 
‘© blenefs_ nor fadow of turning. My GOD, my 
«© defire is to thes ; my foul thirfleth for thee a 
“e 
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*¢ the parched ground + When fhall I enter in, and 
*¢ prefent myfelf before the face of GOD! Come, 
“ Lord FJefes; come! I am in thy bofom; I am ready 
%¢ when it pleafeth thee; my heart is prepared, m 
« foul is ready: All delay feems long to me A 
“© Chrift come; for whom notwithftanding 1 wait with- 
© out impatience, 

« You fee through the grace of GOD I am not 
“© tired ; IL wait, 1 believe, I perfevere, Patience is 
«* much better than knowledge ; though it delay my 
*€ joy, yet it fets me in the way to it. The’ fenfe 
«© of divine favor increafeth in me every moment : 
*< My pains are tolerable, but my joy is ineftimable; 
«¢ } am no more vexed with earthly cares: I have 
«© now no defires but after heavenly things. I remem- 
« ber when any new book came out, how earneftly 
« I have longed after it, till it came to my hands, 
‘¢ being always defrour of learning fomething new : 
«¢ But now all that is but as duit: Thou art my 
«all, O Lord! My good is to approach unto thee. 
<< O what a library have ] in GOD! in whom is hid 
all the treafures of wifdom and knowledge! I hall 
“no more behold things afar off and darkly: 1 thall 
*€ no more krow in part ; but I fhall be filled with 
“© the knowledge of GOD as the fea is covered 
*« with waters. Thou art the teacher of fpirits; I 
“€ have learned more divinity in thefe ten days that 
** thou art come to vifit me, than I did in fift: 
< ee before. “Thou haft brought me to myfelf: 

efore 1 went .ftray, and was in the world ; but 
«now I am con it in the {chool of my GOD, 
«¢ and he teacheth me after another manner than all 
«« thofe dc@urs, in reacting whom I fpent fo much 
“© time. What obicurity is there, and what conjec- 
«tures? Yea what vanity in all thofe things that 
proceed from an human fpirit ? What vait {paces 
«* muft a man pals over before he find any fruit in 
*¢ them ? But thy do&trine, O my GOD, is perfeat, 
«« and full of good fruits: My Toul is filled as with 
«¢ marrow and fatnefs. With my whole heart I re- 
‘© pounce all other knowledge ; and cleave to. this 
« alone; Fefus Chri? and him crucified. I give thee 
thanks, Lord, that thou hait hid thele things 
from the hanghty-wife, and hait revealed them to 
«the humble. This body is feeble, but the {pirit is 

€ ftrong and enriched.” 
‘Thee 
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© Then turing again to his fon, he faid, “ My 
« fon! GOD blefs thee more and more; how gr-atly 
«< do I rejoice when 1 behold in thee the grace of 
« GOD! It was my great defire to fee thee trom the 
“© firft day of my ficknefs. Thou art the youngeft 
“© of my fons, and thou only art left alive to me 
«© upon the earth: Thon fhalt be my Benjamin; and 
*€ GOD will blefs the charge 1 have committed ta 
“© thee ; and will be prefent with thee for thy help 

therein. The almighty GOD give unto thee and 
thy nephews bleffings in Irae, and e! pecially fpi- 
ritual bleffings, for temporal blefiings follow upon 
« fpiritnal, Praifed be GOD that hath made thee a 
«¢ fpedtator of my laft confli&: It is a conflict, but 
© yet fweet, becaufe of the confolations of the fpirit 
«¢ of GOD, which abound in me. Thou haft ftriven 
«© enough, O my foul, reft in GOD who is thy 
“© Saviour.” 

* Then hearing the clock ftrike, he afked what 
hour it was? ich when he knew, he faid: ‘¢’ The 
‘© time paffeth away, and we pafs away with the 
** time ; howbeit we are confirmed and ftrengthened 
ae Ay the grace of GOD every hour.” 

en fmiting upon his breaft, he faid: ¢* There 
es is doy within by the habitation of the Spirit of 
«“G in me. O good GOD! who am J, that 
“ thou thouldeft vouchfafe to come and dweil under 
““ my poor roof! So it hath pleafed thee, O Lord, 
«< that thy Spirit fhould dwell in me to the end; and 
* therefore I have caufe of rejoicing in earneft.” 

« Thus was the Thurfday night paffed over: ‘the 
poor fick man was wearied, and exceeding thirfly, 
iz durft not drink : He feemed to be breathing out 

is foul every moment, and panted for deliverance 3 
but the end of his confli& was not yet come ; there 
remained {till above twenty-four hours to be under- 
gone, and thofe very fharp. His fon had hetaken 

imfelf to fome reft in the morning ; and after a 
while coming into the chamber again, his father faid 
to him, ‘ A good day to you, fon! I am glad 
* you have taken fome reft: Help me a little.” 
Which being done, he added, ‘ My fon, this duty 
* wilt be pleafing to GOD. I fhould have reckoned 
‘© myfelf happy, tf in any thing I could have helped 
“ my father ; he was a good and a pious man: I 
** had alfo an holy mother, which deferved very ie 
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‘¢ of the whole family; there was in her an hol 
ambition and ardent charity. My fon, how do 
rejoice to fee thee ! I have yet many things to 
*6 fay to thee; semember that thou fpeakett to the 
iWuftrious princefles dowagers, and tell them that 
T dye devoted to them in all datiful affe@ion, and 
«© that I recommend unto them the utmoft I can the 
«* inftitution of the illuftrious cellege in_ this town ; 
«* which is indeed the honor of the houfe of Orange, 
«and of his memory vee founded it, unto whom 
in my own particular I am laid under very great 
obligations. 
s¢ That great prince, who firft called me to his 
« fervice in his houfe, heaped his benefits upon me, 
«© and (without vanity ] {peak it) honored me with 
*¢ his friendfhip ; of which he could give no greater 
teftimony than by committing to me the firft eda- 
cation of his only fon; who indeed was inatched 
away from us in the flower of his age, when both 
his father’s houfe, and the commonwealth had moft 
«need of him. Truly he was a Prince adorned 
«vith many gifts, and difpofed to receive good 
* things, and to piety; I believe that GOD was 
«© merciful to him ; and that his goodnefs is not 
« wholly withdrawn from this noble hoefe, to which 
“ he hath raifed up a fon that may fupply his father’s 
« place. The almighty GOD bleis and preferve that 
*¢ branch, and blefs his education ; and make him to 
** grow in age, and in gifts and graces, that he may 
«© be an inftrument of promoting his glory, and an 
‘© inftance of his grace and favor. I beteech him alfo 
“to blefs the princeffes, his mother and grand-mo- 
« ther, that their concord may turn to the good of 
“© the child and of the ftate: The Lord guide them 
in all things with the fpirit of his fear, trengthen 
‘them in the faith, and encourage them unto every 
$ good work: I hope they will keep in mind m 
* fervice and zealous affection for the good of their 
noble family 5 but if not, my craft is in GOD,” 
*« After half an hour’s filence or thereabouts, he 
thus continued his difcourfe : “ Hear the prayers 
«¢ which thy fervant offers unto thee (O GOD) for 
“© that child, Jet him be blefed and fan@ified from 
* his tender years, that the corruption of the age 
*€ may not pervert him; let him live before thee. 
Let integrity and righteoufnefs preferve him.” H 
* He 
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«He alfo prayed for the lady electrefs of Bran- 
denburg and her Sifters, that GOD would adorn them 
with all chriftian and moral virtues, and be with 
them to the end of their lives. 

« But now his oppreffion was fo much increafed, 
that we could not take the texture of his meditations; 
only by his countenance and gefture we might {ee 
that he prayed continually ; and fometimes he uttered 
fome words, whercby we underftood that others had 
‘preceded in his meditation; as for inflance, “ Yea 
* Lord: 1 believe: This is my joy: GOD will per- 
« fet his work above all: 1 have no more part in 
“ thofe things that are done under the fun, but I 
& defire the peace of the church every where.” 

¢ Then he repeated in French metre the eighteenth, 
verfe of Pfalm lis which is in Englifo metre, 


«* Lord, unto Zion turn thy face ; 

< Pour out thy mercies on thy hill, 
*© And on erufalom thy grace : 

“ Build up the walls and love it fill. 


«© 1 am of that Zion: Have pity on me, and deal 
“ gracioufly with me. 1 am futfocated, 1 can hardly 
«¢ breath : The Lord brings me down 3 but he calls 
s¢ ny {pirit to himfelf: Che greatett thing by far is, 
eT] have no doubt of my falvation; the Lord “upholds 
s¢ me miraculoufly, to the end that I may edify others 
“< by my example in this laft clofe of my life: I 
*¢ am well plealed, O my GOD. Far be it from me 
«© that I fhonld murmur. How fmall are thefe pains 
“ in comparifon of that grace through which I bear 
*¢ with a quiet mind whatfoever it pleafeth GOD to 
“Jay upon me ; thou allayeft thefe fhort bitterneffes, 
<< with inexpreffible confolations ; thou fpeakeft unta 
“ my foul with that fweet voice. which I underftand, 
‘© becaufe I am of thy fheep. My fheep, faith the chief 
‘* fhepherd, hear my voice, 1 know them and they 
« follow me :” ‘To this purpofe he began to recite the 
twenty-third Pfa/m in Hebrew 3 the Lard. is my shepherd, 
4 foall. not want; and defired one that ftood by ta 
rehearfe the reft of the pfalm ; and the laft claule he 
pronounced himfelf from the original ; viz. Z fball dwell 
in the houfe of the Lord for ever. 

- ¢ And ‘when he faw many attending him; he faid, 
“ You have no caufe, to. wonder; J am able to do 
: Vos. HI. Vi ~ © nothing 


242 RIVET. 


< nothing of myfelf. The Lord worketh all in all, 
«that we may be humbled. This is the School of 
“* humility; look upon me, and remember the grace 
« of GOD in me; confider how he brings me wn 
« by his mighty hand, that he may exalt and glorify 
* me in due time. The fufferings of this prefent time 
*< are not worthy to be compared with the glory that 
« fhail_be revealed in us: This is my joy to glorify 
* GOD in my death; fweet death! that is a paflage 
* unto life eternal. O GOD, Strengthen the foul of 
*¢ thy fervant, that he may abide conftant and invin- 
* cible gies death, I hope fan combat wal not continue 
«© long; bring to iy ord, that the end ma’ 

“ a the se Pe - 

* Amongft the many phyficians that had attended 
éonhim, there was one Dr. Crucius 2 Roman catholic, 
who came this. morning to vifir him, and afked him, 
if he ftil! continued to be of good courage. “ Yer 
“< verily (faid he) for I am in GOD, and GOD io 
“* in me. The crofs which GOD hath fent is fmall; 
“#4 every one muft bear his crofs, that he may follow 
“ Chrif, who hath foffered fo great things for me, 
““ though he deferved no fuch {uffering. ‘This crofs 
‘« increafeth my hope. The Lord is gracious, who 
+ entereth not into judgement with his poor fervant: 
““ Chrift hath dyed for my fins, and is rifen again for 
“ ™ jattification.” 

« A while after Mr. Wickelmans a Dutch minifter camo 
and fpake to him in the Latin tongue, to whom he 
anfwered in the fame language, ** GOD ftrengthens 
#6 me, and he will preferve me from all evil: I give 
thanks unto my GOD for that unfpeakable good« 
** nefs which he hath poured upon me: He fuccore 
me in this work; he hath been always prefent with 
S$ me, even to this extremity.” 

* Then the minifter repeated to him the words of 
fhe apoftle, 2 Zim. iv. 7, 8. I have fought a good 
Aight, I have finifoed my courfe, I have kept the faith, 
Denceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteoufnefs s 
At which words he cried out, “ O welcome crown! 
there is nothing elfe that I wait for: GOD dwells 
{* in me by his holy Spirit, which fhall never be taken 
away from me: Grant, O Lord, that 1 may keep 
‘ thy commands !” a 

* Again, when beholding his pains, he exhorted him 
to patience; ihe anfwered, *¢ We cannot, we ought 
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¢ not to refift the will of GOD, O eternal Father 
«© of our Lord Fefus Chrif, I give thee thanks for 
«(thy exceeding great benefits, that it hath pleafed 
%« thee, that I fhould declare thy praife even unto 
* yery old age; and that thou makeft me able to 
 perfif therein unto the laft breath of my life. 

« At another hour when the fame minilter vifited 
im again, and faid, * You are ftill fighting the good 
© fight ;’ he anfwered,- “ {In hope and patience, ‘1 am 
*€ wholly GOD’s, and Fefus Chriffs my faviour: I 
*« believe that he will keep what I have committed 
“to him againft that day: Even fo, come, Lord 
© Fefus l 

“And when this minifter had prayed with him, he 
feturned him thanks in thefe words: “ I give you 
«thanks for your holy prayers; I doubt not but 
«* GOD will hear them. GOD blefs you; I befeech 
“him to make you a very powerful inirument of 
“his glory.” 

“He alfo added, ‘* GOD hath fulfilled all his 
 promifes in me; I have feen them afar off, I have 
*¢ believed them, I have embraced them. I wait for 
** nothing more but to breathe forth my laft breath; 
« GOD poffefleth me already, I feel that: There 
‘< jg nothing wanting, but that he will give me the 
** wings of an eagle that I may fly to the careafe, 

* Immediately he fubjoined a verfe or two out of 
one of Beza’s French Poems, to this fenfe: 


2 


“ O holy word ! 
«¢ With all my heart 
“© To thee 1 Ay.” 


* Towards evening the pangs of death increafed 
upon him; the extreme pains of his bowels, his 
fudden fainting, and other grievous fymptoms, were 
the indications of approaching death: But in this ftate, 
and utter decay of the firength of nature, his exer- 
cife of faith was ftrengthened fo much the more, 
and his patience confirmed. ‘* Mourn not for me 
‘© (faid he) thefe laft hours have nothing terrible in 
‘them: The body indeed fuffers; but the foul is 
* comforted and filled abundantly, The Lord is my 
« thepherd, I ghall want nothing: His rod and his 
& {aff fhall lead me fafely through this fhort valley 
** of the Shadow of death. This little cloud hinders 
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me not from beholding that heavenly light, which 
already enlightens my foul. O Lord, thou giveft 
me light, thou warmeft me, thou Jifteft me on high, 
« and I gladly follow thee, being carried aloft upon 
“¢ the wings of faith: The fharper my pains are, 
“¢ the nearer I am to deliverance. My wound is 
« grievous, but I was filent hecavfe thou didit it. 
“ Flave mercy on me, O Lord/ O my GOD, de- 
*¢ Jiver me! f am impatient of delay. I know that 
«¢ GOD is faithful, and with the temptation he will 
* give a way of efcape, that I may be able to 
*© bear it.” 

6° When he looked towards his wife, fhe thus ad- 
areffed herfelf to him: ‘My dear! I blefs GOD, 
“and rejoice for thee, that I have feen fo much of 
* the grace of GOD in thee.’ To which he replicd, 
*¢ Thou doeft well (my dear love;) the Lord coniirin 
“© and ftrengthen thy joy; mine is folid: I rejoice 
“that thou feeft the end of my converfation. Thou 
«© haft known me, and thou knoweft that [ hate often- 
*¢ cation; and that more hath been attributed to me 
“«* by others, than I have believed of myfelf: For 1 
‘have been confcious of mine own infirmities, and 
«¢ that whatfoever good might be in me, was not of 
«« myfelf. The glory is to be afcribed to GOD alone; 
«t he hath done the work. Perfe@t, O Lord, and crown 
“© thine own work! J complain not of my pains; I 
“‘ have not flattered myfelf in my difeafe; for when 
<< I was firft feized by it I was aware that GOD 
*© called for me. Is it not time, my deareft love? 
“6 AMi& not thyfelf: I go before; thou ‘fhalt follow 
“ere long: Thou haft afforded me help, and hat 
«* kindly fuccored me; GOD will blefs thee, and fave 
“© thee, doubt it not. It hath ‘been grateful to me, 
«and I moft kindly accept it, that thou haft had fo 
“ great a Jove for this little boy (pointing to his 
¢ prand-fon,) make proof of thy love to me by loving 
«chim it is a child void of malice, and 1 have 
* good hope of him, if he be well guided,” 

© Then calling the child, he faid, ‘Give me th 
“© hand, my fon! See thy grandfather upon his death 
«bed: Thow haft already loft thy grandfather by 
«© mother’s fide, who was a pious and upright man; 
¢ now thon lofeft thy grandfather by father’s fide; but 
© thou haft a grandfather in heaven on both fides, 
° « chat, 
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«that: will never be wanting to thee; I hope iny 
«¢ bleffing will redound upon thee.” | 

© Then taking him between his hands; “* My little 
“« child (fid he) pray to GOD! If thou do this 
€© diligently, thou fhalt gbe like a tall and_ beautitut 
* tree planted by the rivers of waters: Have thou 
“© faic branches, and be fruitful; that is, fear GOD: 
«© Vhen fhalt thou bring forth wifdom, prudence, and 
« underfianding. De thou good and beneficent, fhun- 
«ning evil company, and GOL} will bleis thee, 
* thou fhalt not be forfaken: Behoid thy uncle, which 
“© fhall be to thee inftead of a father; be obedient to 
‘¢ him, and alfo to thy grandmother, and mother,. 
* whom I pray GOD abundantly to blefs with her 
*€ other children; that her little pofthumous fon that 
‘© bears my name may in time reprefent me, yea 
*© exceed me.” 

* Thefe holy fpeeches were fometimes interrupted by 
a fhort fleep, and fometimes on occafion of the prayers 
or exhortations of the minifters that came to him ; he 
received them all moft cordially ; and moit willingly 
heard the confolations that were fuggelted by them ; 
and he would alfo return confolations to them. He heard 
their prayers with attention, and when they had done, 
was wont always to fay, that he found himfelf much 
relieved: And then difmifled them with thanks, giv- 
‘ing his bleffing to each of them as was proper to 
their condition. Towards fupper-time, he remem- 
bered the noble virgin Anna Maria @ Schurman, and 
faid, * She is a perfon to whom I have always de- 
« voted my affection and fincere love: She hath ho» 
*¢ nored me with her holy friendfhip, and hath called 
«* me father; in teftimony of my paternal love, ¥ 
« give her my little Bible without points, of Plantind’s 
*¢ edition, which you fhall find in fuch a place in m 
s¢ ftudy (direGting to the place}: If I had any ftrength 
“¢ feft, I would have written a letter to her with my 
** own hand, whereby [ would have teftified to her 
*¢ how much I honor her, and efteem thofe admirable 
*¢ gifts of GOD wherewith he hath adorned her. 
< But you (my fon) fhall fupply this defeét, and 
“<< inform her ‘of my happy departure ; and that I have 
‘* prayed to GOD that he wil! ftrengthen her in her 
«<< fupernatural calling, and beflow upon her the blef- 
*€ fings of a long and profperous life.” 

«© “What 
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«« What remains? Have I not faid all? I have no 
*€ more to do, but to give up my foul into the 
‘hands of GOD: Is it not time? O my GOD, 
“© let it fufice? Receive my foul unto thy felf, O 
*© Lord! I yield it into thy hands; thou haft redeemed 
«jr, O GOD of truth: Thou art my hope, and 
« my confidence from my youth: No care afflicts me; 
«¢ GOD hath removed from me the opprobry which 
‘© | feared (meaning the vomiting of his excrements, 
*¢ a fymptom ufual in his diftemper ;) he will perfect 
(and that quickly) whatfoever belongs to his glory, 
«* and my eternal falvation, If he make any ftay, 
‘if he defer my deliverance, he doth it for your 
« edification and falvation; let not my forrows be 
* grievous to you, but rather blefs GOD who 
gives me a defirable plume, and makes my heart 
*¢ joyful in the midft of my pains: Rejoice, therefore ; 
«and pray with me.” 

© When he had afked what o'clock it was, he faid 
to his wife and his fon, “I pray you take fome food; 
<< Tam not yet fully come to the end of my work: 
«* [ want nothing, and my niece shall tarry with me, 
¢¢ and take fomething here to refrefh her.” 

«They withdrew therefore into the next room, 
and one brought an egg to his niece, which he de- 
Gired her to take. ‘ As for me (faid he) my meat 
%< js to do the will of GOD, and happily to run out 
““ the courfe of my life: f am refrefhed with holy 
«* and heavenly food. My father feeds me with that 
«6 food which he lately offered to me at his holy 
«© table; I did eat, and was filled: The true feeding 
* js the feeding of the foul, that which fuftains the 
“* true life: As for corporal meats they are for the 
© belly, but GOD will deftroy both it ‘and them.” 

* Then reaching out his hand to his niece, ‘ T 
** Jove thee (faid he) with a love wholly fpiritual, a 
*¢ Jove of true charity and affection: We will pafs 
*¢ this night logether in holy meditations, and {peaking 
“© to one another in Pfalms and Hymns, and fpiri- 
*€ tual Songs, finging and making melody in our 
+6 hearts unto the Lord. I feel my fwelling to afcend: 
‘6 T fear that in a little time I fhall be able to fpeak 
**n0 more: Do not depart from me; but continue 
“6 fpeaking to me whatfoever GOD fhall bring to 
thy heart and lips, left in my utmoit weaknels 
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** my memory fhould fail me; and I affure thee, 
« GOD will fuggeft thofe things to thee which thall 
‘be for my help and comfort in the time of need: 
"6 For, out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth 
*© fpeaketh,” 

* His wife and fon being returned into the chamber ; 
*¢ Pray ye (faid he) for me; what a joy is it to fee 
“© thefe holy fouls with me!” 

« Oft times through the bitternefs of his pains he 
brake forth into cries, or rather ardent prayers unto 
GOD ; and that frequently, in the words of the 
Pfaims in the French metre: As Pfaim cxli, 1. 


¢ Jehovah, upon thee I call, 
« O haften unto me! 

© Lend to my voice thy gracious ear, 
“ When I do cry to thee.” 


* Then adding from Pfalm xxv. 18. ‘¢ Look upon 
¢ mine affli@tion, and pardon all my fins.” 

* And upon the mention of any text that {peaks of 
the remiffion of fins, he would fubjoin, “* It is done, 
<< he hath caufed mine iniquity to pafs away from me: 
* O Lord, abate and fhorten my miferies; now is 
® thy time.” And then repeated from Pfaim cxviii, 24. 


«© This isa joyful day indeed, 

«© Which GOD hiinfelf hath wrought ¢ 
“ We will be glad and joy therein, 

“© With all our heart and thought. 


% How great is my anguifh! but how much greater 
“is my refrelhment et 


“ An high place and a refuge fure 
«¢ I find the Lord to me; 

« In day of my diftrefs he me 
“* Relieves, with rich bounty.” 


* They continually fuggefted to him places of Scrip- 
ture; unto which he would return fuch anfwers as. 
did abundantly manifeft his godly ardor, faith, and 
patience; as for inftance, when it was faid to him, 
GOD is nigh to all that call upon him in truth; fmit- 
jog upon his breait, he replied, “ Here he iss ear he 
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‘¢ dwells in me, and worketh powerfully according to 
good plealure.” 

‘Vhen that place was alledged, 1 Cor. xv. Death is 

fuallowed up in vidory: And he added the following 

words, ‘ Fhanks be t2 GOD, who hath given us the 
“© qidtory through oxr Lord Jofus Chrift.” 

Again from Rom. viii, 30. Moresver, whom be did 
predéflinate, them be alfo called; and whom be called, 
thin he alfo juflificd; and whom be ieflifids them he 
alfo gicvified; ** Even fo it is! (faid he) grace upon 
«® grace! O lovely chain! This is a golden chain in- 
“* qleed | there wants but the laft link to compleat the 
« whole in me. O Lord, make perfeét, and crown thy 
© work; that I may dye the death of the righteous, 
** and fee thofe good things, which eye hath not feen, 
“ neither have they entered into the mind of man: 
** thon giveft me a. foretafte of thefe {weetneffes and 
« refrefhings, which no words cat exprefs,” 

‘ © Then Mr. Hudfius, heing prefent, afked iftit would 
be acceptable to him that he fhould go to prayer? 
*€ Yeo (faid he) pray; the time requires it.” 

« When he had ended his prayer, he gaye him thanks; 
faying, ** You have helped me; while you called upon 
ef Gop, 1 found fome eafe of my infirmity: En- 
“© courage me! the race is fhort: I even touch the. 
“ bound of my race; 1 goon: I gather new ftrength: 
* T touch the prize: I take held of eternal life. ‘This 
“‘ body fainteth :"Fhis tabernacle is deftroyed ; but 
“ there is referved for me an houfe in the heavens, 
“© not made with hands: There is referved for me 
‘© in the heavens an incorruptible inheritance, that can 
“neither be defiled, nor fade away.” 

< About midnight his pains increafed excentlngly, 
which caufed him to break forth into bitter cries calling 
upon GOD for hishelp. ‘* Come Lord Fefus! Come! 
“1 can bear no more; yet is mot my patience loft, 
« but the defire of my foul towards thee is like that 
“© of the dry and thirfty ground. As the hart panteth 
“ for the brooks of water, fo panteth my fonl for 
“ thee, O GOD! O when fhali EF come and ap- 
% pear before GOD! My ftrength fails me more and 
* more, Int my foul is ftrong and joyful.” 

¢ Prefently upon this he fell into a great fainting 
(which phyficians call Jipethynia) on which occafion 
Mr. Martin Lydius, a Dutch minifter, was inGandly 
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called in. He was one that Dr, Rivet had a great 
affection for, and he was daily with him during his 
ficknefs; and therefore what paffed between them two, 
we will fet down in Lydius's own words, which are 
as follow. 

* This reverend father in Chriff required that 1 fhould 
be often calied to him in the time of his ficknefs, having 
formerly been his fcholar at Leyden, When I came 
firft to him, he exhorted me with fweet words to 
proceed as I had begun: Saying, that it greatly re- 
Joiced him to underftand the affeétion which the church 
at Breda had for me; wherefore, I pray thee ({aid he) 
«€ Give me thy hand; go on to adorn the fervice 
6 thou hail undertaken.” Then he uttered an excellent 
confeffion of his faich with a ftrong voice: In which 
he fhewed on what ftays the proteftant religion, which 
he had hitherto propagated both by preaching and wri- 
ting, leaned, for the obtaining of that confolation both 
in Re and death, which the miferable papifts cannot 

Aves 

« And when I recited fome fele& places of fcripture 
to him out of the Old or New Tefiament, he would 
rehearfe them again either in Hebrew or Greek. 1 faid, 
that 1] doubted not but with Stephen the provemereyé 
he did already fee heaven opened, &c, To which he 
replied with a chearful countenance and voice, « O, I 
‘© have feen that a good while.” 

« I excufed myelt, that I could not pray to GOD 
with him, becaufe I was a ftranger to the French 
tongue, and the hy-ftanders underftood not the Latin 
tongue; but he faid, pray in that torgue which both 
thou and I underftand ; which when I had done, and 
prayers were ended, he gave me thanks: faying, ¢ The 
*« fpirit of GOD hath fpoken by thy mouth, and thoa 
« aft exceedingly firengthened me: I defire thou wilt 
« always remember me in public prayers in the 
“© church.” The next day being exceedingly ill, he 
commanded that none fhould be admitted to him; but 
when Mrs. Moulin heard my voice, fhe brought me to 
the bed-fide, and he received me with a chearful coun- 
tenance; I am glad (faid he) that thou art come. I 
told him, the prefent time required that he fhould caft 
all his cares upon GOD, and be no more folicitous 
about any thing: He anfwered, «* Yea truly: There is 
nothing that I am any more folicitous about; I only 
«« ‘deftre the coming of my Savicur, yea his fpeedy com- 
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* ing, that I may be loofed from this body of fit, 
< and be-with Gérif? who is gain unto me both ini life 
© and death; T embrace Chriff by faith; I am eveit 
‘© preffed down, but I am in the hand of my fhep- 
«herd: 1 embrace my faviour 99 fus Chrift; and do 
* now wholly pant atter my GOD, 

“When he had fpoken thefe, and other things of 
like nature, I bade him farewell: But he again defired 
ame to pray with him: Which being done, with a figh 
he faid, “ b how {weet is this !” 

* When the fatal day was come, about two o'clock 
fn the morning, he would have me called, and when 
I drew near to his bed, he took hold of my hand, to 
whom I faid, § Yet a little while, and he that fhall 
* come, will come.’ He anfwered; *¢ And why doth 
*< he not come?” And immediately added, ‘* Yea he 
© js come already.” 

‘This 1 teftify, Martinus Lydius preacher at Breda. 

4 About three o'clock in the morning of Saturday Ja- 
ynary 7, his wife came near to him, and beholding in 
his ‘countenance the image of death, fhe chearfully 
pias a Farewell, my dear! Go rejoicing into eternal 

lifes 

«« Thow fayeft true (faid he) I go unto my GOD 
*tand your GOD: We are all gainers: Amen! 
‘© Amen! Farewell my fon! Farewell my dear niece ! 
** Fear not, I have prayed for you; Ye fhall be 
“happy. Perfevere to the end, that nore get away 
* your crown: I go before you, and ye fhall follow 
$¢ me; you have no caufe to doubt of it: We fhall 
** be caught up together to meet the Lord in the 
€ air, and fo we fhall for ever be with the Lord: I 
‘* have no more to fay or do, I am ready, I am 
prepared; come Lord “Fefus, come! receive thy crea- 
ture; I afpire, I hope, I knock at the gate; open 
© O Lerd! Open unto thy poor fervant.” 

* His opprefiion was manifeftly difcerned to increafg 
Qpon him, and alfo a mortal fopor or drowfinefs, and 
futtling came upon him: The chamber was filled with 
company ; but moft were of the mind it was not mech 
to weary him any longer with difcourfe ; feeing no- 
Shing could be added to that abundant teftimony of 
his faith which they had received already: Therefore 
about five in the morning they all departed, except 
Mr. Lydius, who filently waited the laft feafon of 
praying to GOD for him, when he fhould be drawing 

is 


a2 


RIVET. 261 


his Jaft breath. But when it was paft eight o'clock, 
and he difcerned but little change, and found his pulte 
much the fame, he thought he might abide in thar 
agony until evening; therefore he departed, promiting 
to return as foon as they fhould fend for him. Only 
thofe of his own houfe remained with him, who feared 
to moleft him by fpeaking, and were alfo uncertain 
whether he could {peak or not, becaufe of his extream 
oppreffion, and his laying with his mouth open. Friends 
at length prevailed with his wife to withdraw from the 
fight of his Iaft agony; and only his fon and niece 
food by the bed, expecting his laft breath; yet neither 
did they think that this had been fo near, as it was. 

About half an hour after eight the color of his face 
was wholly changed, and convulfive motions came on: 
Then his niece afked him, if he yet had his under- 
ftanding. ‘* Alas (Said he) fpeak :” (as complaining 
of their filence:) Then faid fhe, I pray you do you ftill 
feel the fenfe of inward joy? To which he replied in- 
telligibly enough, “ Yea:" My confidence is firm in 
*¢ me.” Then making a fign, that he would be raifed 
alittle; his fon and his niece on each fide enfolding 
their arms about him, lifted him higher: ‘hen fixiny, 
his eyes a while upon them, he faid, ‘Help me; 
«* am going.” Accordingly, the Lord bringing to their 
mind many choice feriptures apt for the occafion, 
they by turns propofed them to him; and he received 
them with great joy; adding ¢¢ So it is :” and “* Amen.” 
Often alfo he would proriounce himfelf the Jaft words 
of that portion of feripture, which they were rehearfing 
to him; as in Pfalm xxxvi. ‘© How excellent is thy 
loving Kindnefi, O GOD ! Therefore do the fons of men 
“« put their truft under the fhadow of thy wings: Thou 
“© wilt abundantly fatisfy them with the futne]s of thy 
“ boufe, and make them to drink of the rivers ‘of thy 
§ pleafures 3? which laft fentence he rehearfed himfelf 
in the French metre, Andthe fame he did from Pfalz 
lv. 4. © Bld is the man whom thou choofift,” and 
“© caufefi to approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy 
** courts: We fhall be abundantly fatisfied with the good- 
“© nels of thy boufe, crven of thy holy temple.” 

Then his fon faid, ‘I am forry that we are alone,” 
“© I am not alone (faid he) GOD is with me.” Be 
you then an evangelift to yourfelf, (faid his fon) foraf~ 
tmauch as you have received the miniftry of reconcilia- 
tion, deliver the tidings of peace to your own foul. 
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«© That I do (faith he) my foul believes.” Then 
fear nothing; He that believes in Je/us Chrif’ thall 
never perifh : He added, ‘¢ But fhall have eternal life.” 
‘While prayers were making for him in this aft combat 
with the pains of death, at the end of slmoft every 
fentence he would interpofe fome word or words, ex- 
prefling the fenfe of his mind with refpe& to thofe 
petitions. As thus, O great GOD, fend thy fpirit of 
confolation; “He is already come:” And give unto 
thy fervant the fenfe of thy love, *¢ That he hath done ;” 
give unto him the garment of falvation, “‘ He hath 
€ given it;” all is well, enter therefore thou good 
fervant into the joy of thy Lord, he calleth thee. (At 
which words: he raifed up himfelf and ftretched forth 
his arms:) Alfo O Lord ftrengthen more and more 
the faith of thy fervant in this laft agony, Jet him 
fee, let him hear thy voice, let him raife up himfelf, 
and take hold on eternal life, ‘ Yea! I am of good 
<< comfort.” Let us go to the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, © It is done x” Leave therefore 
with a joyful mind this body to the earth, and yield up 
thy fpirit into the hands of GOD, ¢* Who hath given it: 
‘Take hold of the fhield of faith; yea put on the whole 
armor of GOD: “I have it.” 

« Then he began himtelf to recite thofe words, « I 
“© have fought a good fight,” &c. And when one had 
repeated what follows, and came to thofe words, which 
GOD the righteous Fudge will give; he added, He will 
«© do it.’ And when one faid; * Behold the laft mo- 
« ment of deliverance! O GOD give wings unto thy 
* fervant; open thy paradife unto him; let him be 
* received unto the beholding of thy face! He added, 
«* With the fpirits of juft men made’ perfe&t.” Let him 
© receive the white ftone, and the hidden manna; and 
“Jet him bear his part in that new fong which none 
* underftands but he that fings it” To which he faid, 
«¢ Amen (” 

© In thefe laf! moments there came in fome of his 
friends who were witnefies of his happy departure: But 
the minifters above named, viz. Lydius and Hulfus 
ame too late to hear him fpeak any thing. Howbeit 
a fhort prayer was made for him; after which, when 
he had abode a while with his eyes fixed, and his hands 
lifted up toward§ heaven ; one of the ftanders by faid ; 
* I am perfuaded this man doth already enjoy -he vi- 
“ fon of GOD, whereupon he carneflly endeavor.d 
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ro utter the word, yea! And almoft in the fame moment 

iweetly breathed forth his foul, about half an hour after 

nine o'clock on Saturday morning, being Fanuary 7, 1651, 

gher he had lived feventy-eight years, fix months, and. 
ve days. 

Mr. Leigh calls bim a learned and godly French divine, 
and fays of him, that he hath very well expounded 
Genefis, Exodus, the prophetical Pfalms, and Ho/e and 
wrote learnedly againft the papifts'm his Catholicus Ortho- 
doxus, and againit Grotius, Criticus facer feu cenfura 
Pairum, Tfagege in S. Scripturam, Synopfis doftrine de 
‘natura &F “gratia: With other learned Treatifes in Latin 
and French.” Another great Divine ufed to call him,. 
* A man beyond all praife, and the moit burning anil 
dhining Light of the French and Dutch churches,’ Doubt- 
Jefs, he now fhines, as the ftars in the firmament, and 
‘fhall ‘thine for ever and ever ! 
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'N the ¢ fhort‘acconnt of his life and death,’ annexed 
to his works, his biographer, in the peculiar ftyle 
of bis time, fays of ‘him; ¢I’hall fpeak nothing of 
his earthly parentage fave only this, that herein he whe 
like to Soba the Baptift, the Tat Elias, in that he was 
born after his parents had been long childlefs and were 
grown aged. Some have obferved that fuch have proved 
very famous; for they feem to be fent on purpofe by 
GOD into the world to do good, and to be fcarce 
begotten by their parents. Such are fomething like 
Teac, who had a aie blefing in him, and feemed to 
be intended by GOD for fome great fervice and work 
in the world. But let us look only at his heaven! 
defeent, and fee how he was allied to GOD himlelf; 
for as the poet fays of Zncas—Contingit fanguine Calum; 
T may fay of him as Nazianzen fays of his filter,’ 
« His country was heaven, his town or city was the 
Ferufalem which is above, his fellow-citizens were the 
3 faints, 
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faints, his nobility was the retaining of the divine im~- 
preffions and ftamps upon his foul, and being like to 
Gh) the archetype and firft pattern of all goodnefs.’ 
And indeed the preferving of the heavenly fymbols 
that are in our fouls, and efpecially the purging and 
feowering of them from the corruption of nature, he 








often e of; and his endeavor was that the divine 
image inight he fairly refeGed in him, and that it 
might 


ine brightly in the face of others. 
el thould Speak much of the vaitnefs of his learn- 
ing (a thing not to be paffed by,) it would feem to 
fay that 1 knew all he was; which I am not fo ar- 
rogant as to affume unto myfelf: This I will fay, 
that he could do what he would. He had fuch a 
huge, wide capacity of foul, fach a fharp and piercing 
underftanding, fuch a deep reaching mind, that he fet 
himfelf about nothing but he foon grafped it, and 
made him/slf a full poffeffor of it. And if we confider 
his great indwftry and indefatigable pains, his Herculean 
Jabors day and night from his firft coming to the uni- 
verfity which was on the fifth of Apri/, 1636, till the 
time of his long ficknefs, joined with his large parts, 
and his frequent meditation, contemplation and abftrac- 
tion of his mind from fenfible things; it muft needs be 
concluded that he was a comprehenfor of more than 1 
‘ean fay or think of; and if I could, it would be too 
tedious to give you an account of all, 

There is a difcourfe which Charidemus, (in Dien 
‘ Chryfoflom) makes to his friends a little before his death, 
5 How that this world is GOD’s houfe, wherein a 
* gallant fumptuous feaft is prepared, and all men are 
« his guefts; and how that there are two waiters at the 
table which fill out the wine to them that call for it; 
the one a man, the other a woman; the one called Nes 
or mind, from whofe hand all wife men drink, the 
other Axzazsia or intemperance, who fills the cups of 
the lovers of this world” In this houfe our beloved 
friend deceafed ftaid between four and five and thirty 
years, and T am fure drank moft large draughts from 
the hand of the former; for he was a man, ye was a 
mind, he had nothing of that woman in him, and never 
in the leaft was known to fip of her cups. He was a 
mott laborious fearcher after wildom, and never gave 
his fiefh leifure to pleafe itfelf in thofe entertainments : 
And therefore we may be confident with that Charidcmus, 
that GOD hath taken him to be his friend and com- 
panion, 
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panion, to drink of the rivers of his pleafure. Tia word, 
he was as Eunapius {peaks of Longinas, a living library, 
better than that which he. hath given to our college, 
and a walking fludy, that carried his learning about 
with him. I never got fo much good among ail my 
books by a whole day’s plodding in a ftudy, as by an 
hour’s difcourfe IT have got with him. or he was 
not a library locked up, nor a book clafped, but ftood 
open for any to converfe with that had a mind 
to learn. Yea, he was a fountain running over, la- 
boring to do good to thofe who perhaps had no mind 
to receive it. None more free and communicative than 
he was to fuch as defired to difcourfe with him; nor 
would he grudge to be taken off from his fludies upon 
fuch an occafion. [Jt may be truly faid of him, that 
a man might always come better from him; and his 
mouth could drop fentences as eafily, as an ordinary man’s 
could fpeak fenfe. And he was no lefs happy in expreff- 
ing his mind than in conceiving; wherein he {cems to 
have excelled the famous philofopher Plotinus, of whom 
Porphyry tells us, that fe was fomething carelefs of 
his words, but was wholely taken up into his mind.’ 
He, of whom we now {peak, had fach a copia verborum, 
a plenty of words, and thofe fo full, pregnant and 
fignificant, joined with fuch an aétive fancy, as is 
very rarely to be found in the company of fuch a 
deep underftanding and judgement as dwelt in him. 

T have done with his learning, when 1] have told 
you, that as he looked upon honors, riches, and the 
eagerly-purfued things of this world, as vanities; fo 
did he look upon this alfo as a piece, though a more 
excellent piece, of vanity (as he was wont to phrafe 
it,) if compared with the higher and more divine ac- 
complifhments of the foul. For he did not care to 
value himfelf by any of thofe things which were of a 
perifhing nature, which fhould fail and ceafe and vanith 
away, but only by thofe things which were more folid 
and ‘fubftantia), of a divine and immortal nature, which 
he, might carry out of the world with him, to which 
my difcourfe fhall not be long before it defcend. 

He was of very fingular wifdom and great prudence, 
of admirable {kill and readinefs in the management of 
affairs. His learning was fo concocted, that it wi 
not as an idle notion in his head, but made him fit 
for any employment. He was very full and clear in 
ail his refolutions at any debates, a moft wife coun- 
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feltor in any dificulties and fMreights, dextrous in un- 
tying any knot, of great judgement in {atisfying any 
fcrople or doubt even in matters of religion. He was 
one, that foon faw into the depth of any bufinefs that 
was before him, and looked it quite through ; that would 
prefently turn it over and over in his mind and fee it 
on all fides; and he underftood things fo well at the 
firft fight, that he did not often need any fecond 
thoughts, but ufurlly ftood to the prefent refolution 
and determination of his mind.” 

And add to this his known integrity, uprightnefs 
and faithfulnefs ; his ftrong and lively, his waking and 
truly-tender confcience, which, joi with the former 
things 1 {poke of, made him (as one of the antients 
Speaks) * An exemplar of true chriitian philofophy and 
virtue, and (3s it were) the {piritual rule, line and 
fquare thereof.” 

He had incorporated, fhall I fay, or infouled all 
principles of juftice and righteoufnefs, and made them 
one with himfelf. So that I may fay of him in dz- 
toninus’s phrafe, ‘ He was plunged. into the very depths 
of righteoufnefs.” They who knew him, very well 
knew the truth of all this. And I am perfuaded he 
did as heartily and ‘cordially, as eagerly and earneftly, 
do what appeared to be juft and right, without any 
felf-refpect or particular refleCtions, as any man living. 

Methinks I fee how earneft he would be in a good 
matter which appeared to be reafonable and juft, as 
though juftice herfelf had been in him, looking out at 
his eyes, and {peaking at his mouth. It was a virtue 
indeed that he had a great affe€tion unto, and which 
he was very zealous to maintain; in whofe quarrel he 
was in danger to be angry, and fometimes to break 
forth into a Fort paffion. 

But he was always very urgent upon us, that by the 
grace of GOD and the help of the mighty fpirit of 
Fefus Chri working in us, we would endeavor to 
purge out the corruption of our natures, and to cru- 
cify: the fleth with all the affetions and lufts thereof: 
Yea, to fubdue, as much.as it is poffible, even the firfk 
deviations in our fouls, -thofe firf{ motions that are 
«without our confent, and to labor after purity of 
heart, that fo we might feeGOD. For his endeavor 
. was not only to be out of the pollutions of the world 
through Inf, but, as Plotin {peaks, ‘To come to the 
true likenefs of GOD. and his Son,’ or, in the apoftle’s 
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langnage, to de a taker of the divine nature. And 
ee noe what ‘aoe fhali 1] ufe ? 

What fhall f fay of his love? Nore that knew him 
well, but might fee in him love fpringing up in his 
foul, and floxing out to all; and that love unfeignod, 
without guile, hy pocri or difimulation. I cannot 
tell you how his foul wes wniverlalized, how tenderly 
he cmbraced all GOD’s creatures, in his arms, more 
etpecially men, and priscips'ly thole in whom he be- 
held the image of his heavenly 

His patience was no lefs adr 
under a lingering and tedious dife 
murmured nor complained, but refted quterly fatished 
in the infinite unbounded goednefs and cenderncts of 
his Father, and the commiterations of Fefes Chrif our 
merciful high pricl, why can be touched with a feeling 
of our infirmiti He fill refolved with F246, Thongh 
be kill me, yet whl I trnff in him. And he told me in 
his ticknefs, ‘* That he hoped he had fearned that, for 
«which GOD fent it, and that he thought GOD 
© kept him fo long in fuch 2 ca‘e, under tuch bur- 
dens and preffares, that patience might have its per- 
* tet work in him.” His ficknets undoubtedly 
giraceges voor (as Naxianzen tpcaks) a learned dite 
and full of true philofophy, which taught him more 
of real chrifianity, and made his foul of a more ftrong, 
able, athletic haSit and temper. For, as St. Fumes 
faith, If patience have its perfee? work, then is a foul 
pofedt and catire, wanting nothing. And really in his 
ficknefs he fhewed what chriflianity and true religion is 
able to do; what might, power and virtitc there is in 
it to bear up a foul under the greareft Joads; and that 
he could, thronsh Chrift frengihening him, do all that, 
which he fo admirably difcourfed of in his life. 

But for his humility, it was that, ich was moft 
apparent and confpicucus. You might have beheld int 
him (as the fame father {peal.s) true humility ina moit 
eminent degree, aud the more eminent, confidering how 
much there was within him which would have fwelled 
and puffed up another, But from his firft admiffion 
into the univerfity (as I am informed by thofe that 
knew him) he fought not great things for himfelf, but 
was contented in the condition wherein he was. He 
made not hafte to rife and climb, as youths are apt 
to do, (which we in thefe late times too much ex- 
perience, wherein youths fearce fledged have foared to 
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the higheft preferments) but proceeded leifurely by or- 
derly fieps not to what he could get, bat to what he 
‘was fit to undertake. He ftayed GOD’s time of ad- 
yancement, with all induftry and pains following his 
fludies; as if he rather defired to deferve honor, than 
to be honored. He fhook off all idlenefs and floth, 
the bane of youth, and fo had the blefling of GOD 
tupon his endeavors, who gave him great encourage- 
ment from feveral perfons of worth, and at laf brought 
him unto this place. And I challenge any one that 
is impartial to fay, if fince he came hither, they ever 
beheld in him any pride, vain-glory, boatting, felf- 
gonceit, defire of honor and being famous in the world. 
No, there is not the man living that had the eyes ever 
to difcern any thing of this fwoln nature: But on the 
contrary it was eafy to take notice of moft profound 
Anmility and lowlinefs of mind, which fhewed him to be 
a true difciple of Fefus Chrift, who took upon him the form 
g a fervant, and made himfelf of no reputation, And dare 
fay our dear friend was as true, as humble a fervant 
(without any compliment) to the good of mankind, as 
vany perfon that this day lives. This was his defign 
in his fludies, and if it had pleafed the Lord of life to 
shave prolonged his days, it would have been for more 
of his work: For he was refolved (as he once told me) 
wery much to lay afide other ftudies, and travel in the 
falvation of men’s fouls, after whofe good he moft ar- 
gently thirfed, 

Shall I add, (as the apoftle fpeaks) above, or unto 
all thefe, his faith, 1 fay his true working and livel 
ith, his fimple, plain-hearted, naked faith in Chri? te 
js likely that it did not bufy itfelf about many fine no~ 
tions, fubtilties and curiofities, or believing whole 
yolumes; but be fure it was that, which was firmly fer 
and fixed in the mercy and goodnefs of GOD through 
@briff; that alfo which brought down Cérif? iuto hie 
foul; which drew down heaven into his heart; which 
fucked in life and ftrength continually from our Saviour 5 
which made him hearty, ferious and conftant in alk 
thofe forenamed chriftian virtues. His faith was not 
without a foul; but what Jfdore faith of faith and: 
works, held true -of him, ‘ His faith was animated, 
quiekned and aGtuated by the/e.” He lived by faith in 
ie Son of GOD; by it he came to be truly partaker 
of the righteoufnefs of Chriff, and had it wrought and 
formed iy his very foul. For this indeed was. the end 
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ef his life, the main defign which he carried on, that 
he might become like to GOD. So that if one fhould 
have afked him that quettion in Antoninus, ‘ What is 
thy art and profeffion, thy bufinefs and employment ? 
He would not have anfwered, To be a great philo- 
fopher, mathematician, hiftorian, or hebrician, (all 
which’ he was in great eminency) to be a phyfician, 
lawyer, general linguift; which names and many more 
his general {kill deferved: But he would have aniwered, 
«« My art is to be good ;” To be a true divine is my 
care and bufinefs, or, in the chriftian phrafe, To be 
holy as GOD is holy, to he perfeét as my heavenly 
Father is perfeét. All, that remember the ferious 
behavior and weighty expreffions he ufed in his prayers, 
cannot but call to mifd bow much his heart was {fet 
upon the attainment of this true goodnefs. 

He was far from that fpirit of devouring zeal that 
hath too often and too much raged in the world, He 
would rather have been confumed in the fervice of 
men, than have called for fire down from heaven, to 
contume them, But as for benignity of mind and 
chriftian kindnefs, every body that knew him will re- 
member that he ever had their names in his mouth 3 
and I affure them they were no lefs in his heart and 
jife; as knowing that, without thete, truth ittelf is in 
a fadtion, and Chrift is drawn into a party. And this 
gracioufnefs of fpirit was the more remarkable in him, 
becaufe he was of a temper naturally hot and choleric, 
as the greateft minds moft commonly are. He was 
wifer than to let any anger reft in his bofom; much 
lefs did he fuffer it to burn and boil till it was turned 
into gall and bitternefs; and Jeaft of all would he en- 
dure that any pasion fhould lodge in him, till it was 
become a cankered malice and black hatred, which the 
generality of men fearce hide, but let it appear in their 
countenance and in their carriage towards others. 

If he was at any time moved jnto anger, it was but 
a fudden flufhing in his face, and it did as foon yanith 
as arife; and it ufed to arife upon no fuch occafion 
as I now {peak of. No, whenfoever he looked upon. 
the fierce and confuming fires that were in men’s fouls, 
it made him fad, not angry; and it was his conftant 
endeayor to infpire men’s fouls with more benign and 
kindly heats, that they might warm but aot feorch their 
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And fiom this fpirit, together with the reft of chrif- 
tian graces that were in him, there did refult a great 
ferenity, quiet and tranquillity in his foul, which dwelt 
fo much above, that it was not fhaken with any of 
thofe tempefts and ftorms which ufed to unfettle more 
low and abje&t minds. He lived in a continued fweet 
enjoyment of GOD, and fo was not difquieted with 
fcruples or doubts of his falvation. ‘There was always 
difcernable in him a chearful fenfe of GOD’s good- 
nefs, which ceated not in the time of ficknefs. But 
we moft longed to fee the motions of his foul, when 
he drew near the centre of his reft, He that had fuch 
a conftant feeling of GOD within him, we might con- 
‘elude would have the moft ftrong and powerful fenfe, 
when he came nearer to a clofe conjunétion with him. 
But GOD was pleafed to deny this to us, and by a 
Jethargic diftemper which feized on his {pirits, he paffed 
the fix laft days of his life (if I may call it a life) 
in a kind of fleep, and, without much taking notice 
of any thing, he flept in the Lord. 

I have almpft prevented myfelf already in the two 
latter particulars, his fingular ‘care, and his great ufe- 
fulnefs; both which muift needs be concluded from the 
former: His care I fay of others as a tutor, his ufe~ 
fulnefs as a fellow of this now mournful focicty. 

All his pupils began te know in his ficknels what 
it was to have and to want a loving father, a faithful 
tutor. He was one that did conflantly mind their good, 
that inftilled excellent pious notions into their minds, 
snd gave light in every thing a man could defire to 
know. His life taught them continual leffons of juitice, 
temperance, prudence, fortitude and mafculine virtue; 
and above all he taught them true dependence upon 
GOD, and reference of themfelves and all their ftudies 
unto him; with true faith in, and imitation of, our 
Lord and Saviour Fefus Chri: For which end he often 
expounded to them out of the holy feriptures. And 
for human lesrning, the many gocd: fcholars, that 
came frem under his hand, do witnefs how dexterous 
he was at the training up of youth in all good litera- 
ture. Porphyry tells us of Plotin, that he was fuch a 
careful perfon, that fundry noble men and women with 
divers others, when they died, committed both their — 
fons and daughters to his tuition, as unto fome tutelar 
angel, or a facred and divine guaidian. Truly thofe 
that come to the univerfity, are in a manner wathout 
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father and mother; but they could not be committed 
to a more loving tutor, a more holy and faithiul guar- 
dian, that would bring them up in all true le, 
piety. If any think that he was too fevere, ler 
tell them that they are fuch as find fault with the 
lion, becaufe he looks not like an ape: He both locked 
and fpake like a man, that had drank into his foul fuch 
folid, high and generous principles, as tw men are 
acquainted with, which le him ve lous not 
only for righteoufneis, integrity and holinefs, but for 
a decorum in all things. He had a great regard for 
all thote things which are mentioned by the apoftl, 
Philip. iv. 8. For whatfocver things were true, bonll, (of 
rather comely and grave, feem!y and venerable, as stpva 
doth fignify) for all that was ju, pure, bzely, of good 
fame and report; if there was any praifes or any virtue, 
he was moft earneft and forward in its behalf, 

His name is more worthy to be had in efpecial re- 
membrance, and highly deferves to be ranked among 
our benefactors, he having endowed our library with 
all the books that he had, and we wanted; and ‘I have 
reafon to believe that if he had not been fo fuddenty 
furprifed by thofe forgetful lethargic fits, he intended 
to beftow more apon us than his books; which yet 
were both many and choice ones, being above fix hun- 
dred for number, and many of them large and coitly 5 
and for the matter of them, many Hebrew books, (be- 
fides fome Arabic) many mathematical books, many 
books of hittory both antient and modern, as alfo of 
philofophy and philology both ficred and profane. 

And whenfoever we commemorate his Jove unto us, 
Jet it be with fome encomium ; let us mourn quid talem 
amiferimus, that we are deprived of fuch a perfon; but 
det us rejoice and give thanks to GOD quid talem 
habucrimus, that we ever had fuch an one who hath 
done us fo much good. They are the words of St. 
Ferom to Nepotian, with a little alteration, 

* But let me tell you in conclufion of all, that herein 
would be fhown our greateft love and affection which we 
bear to hin, this would be the greateft honor of hi, 
if we would but exprefs his life in ours, that others 
might fay when ¢ behold us, there walks at leaft 
a fhadow of Mr, Smith, And O that I might beg with 
Elifoa_a double portion among thofe that I defire should 
fhare in the gifts and graces of this Elijah! This is the 
higheft of my ambition, that many might but poffets 
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the riches that lodged in this one. Let me ferioufly 
therefore exhort every one of us to imitate this mafter 
in Ifrael: Imitate him in his induftry, if not in his 
Jearning : Imirate his temperance, his patience, his for- 
titude, his candor and ingenuity, his holinefs and 
righteoufnefs, his faith and love, his charity and hu- 
mility, his felf-denial and true felf-refignation to the 
will of GOD: In a word, all thofe chriftian virtues 
which lived in him, let them live in us for ever. 

Let us die to the world, as he did, before we die: Let 
us feparate our fouls from our bodies and all bodily things, 
hefore the time of our departure and feparation come, 
Let us take an efpecial heed leit we do, as moft men 
do, fuffer this lower and earthly world; leit we be 
drawn forcibly into its embraces, and fo held from 
rifing aloft : But Jet us turn up our minds continu~ 
ally to heaven, and earneftly defire pati Deum, to fuffer 
GOD ; to be mightily and ftrongly attracted by him, 
from all earthly and fenfible delights, to an admiration 
and love of his everlafting beauty and goodnefs. Let 
us labor to be fo well acquainted with him, and all 
things of the higher world, and fo much difengaged 
in our affections from this and all that is in it, that 
when we come to go out of this world, we may never 
Jook back and fay, O what goodly things do I leave! 
what a brave world am I inatched from! would I 
might live a little longer there! Let us get our hearts 
fo crucified to the world, that it may be an eafy thing 
to us to fhake hands with, and bid a farewell to, our 
friends (the deareft things we have) our lands, houfes, 
goods and whatfoever is valuable in our eyes. Let us 
ufe the world as though we ufed it not: Let us die 
daity, as our dear friend did; and fo it was eafy for 
him to die at faft, Die did I fay? Shall I ufe that 
word, or rather agirrara: he is flown away, (as Nazianzen 
fpeaks) his foul hath got loofe, and’ now feels her 
wings; or ustamgeras he hath changed his habitation, he 
is gone into the other world, as Abraham went out of 
Ur into Canaan; or, as the fame father fays, suxpo» 
mpoamodyus: te Coweras, he hath taken his journey into 
another country a little before his body ? He hath left 
his body behind him awhile to take a fez in the duft, 
and when it awakes at the refurrection, it fhall follow 
alfo to the fame place. ‘Then fhall it be made a {piritual 
body, then fhall it have wings given to it alfo and be 
lovingly married again fo the foul, never any more ji 
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fuffer any feparation, And at that time we fhall all 
meet with our dear father and friend again, who now 
are here remajuing crying out, O my father, my father, 
&c, Then fhall all tears he wiped away trom our eyes, 
and there fhall be no more death, neither {orrow, nor 
crying, neither fhall there be any more pain: Then wo 
hall not need fuch a light as he was; for there is no 
night there, and they need no caudle, neither light of 
the fan; for the Lord GOD giveth them light, and 
they thall reign for ever and ever.’ 

Thus far his pious encomiait: To whom we will 
fabjoin the witnets of another excellent contemporary, 
hamely, Dr. Jobu Morthington of Cambridge, in his 
epiitle to the reader, prefixed to Mr. Smith's Select 
Difeourfes, which Dr. Worthington publithed dun, Dom. 
1660, 

“I confidered Mr. Smith as a friend, one whom I 
knew for many years, not only when he was fellow 
of Qucen's-cellege, but when a ftudent in Emanuel-collegey 
where his early piety and the remembering his Creator 
in thofe days of his youth, as alfo his excellent im- 
rovements in the choiceft parts of learning, endeared 
fim to many, particularly to his careful tutor, then 
fellow of Emanuel-college, afterwards provoft of King’s- 
college, Dr. Ioichcote; to whom for his direGtions and 
encouragements of him in his ftudies, his feafonable 
provifion for his fuppart and maintenance when he was 
a young: fcholar, as alfo upon other obliging confidera- 
tions, Mr, Smith did ever exprefs a great and fingular, 
regard. 

© But befides I confidered him (which was more) as 
atrue fervent and friend of GOD: And to fuch a ons, 
and what relates to fueh, I thought I owed no Jefs 
care and diligence. Arid how fitly and properly both 
thefe titles were verified concerning him, who was a 
faithful, hearty arid induftrious fervant of GOD, count- 
ing it his duty and dignity, his meat and drink to do 
‘the will of his Matter in heaven, and that from his very 
foul, and with good will, (the characters of a good fer- 
vant) and who was dearly affected towards GOD, and 
treated by GOD as a friend; may appear from that 
‘account of him reprefented in the fermon at his fu- 
neral. I might eafily fill mach paper, if I fhould par- 
ticularly recount thofe many excellencies that fhined 
forth in him: But I would ftudy to be fhort. I 
emight truly fay, thar he was not only Games bit are 
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both a righteous and truly honeft man, and alfo a good 
man. He was a follower and imitator of GOW in 
perity and holinefs, in benignity, goodnefs and love, 
a love enlarged as GOD's Jove is, whofe goodnets 
overflows and fpreads itfelf to all, and Ais tender mercies 
are over all bis works. He was @ lever of our Lord 
ies Chrift in fincerity, a lover of his ipirit’ and of his 
ife, a lover of his excellent laws and rules of holy 
Jife, a ferious practifer of his fermon in the mount, 
that beft fermon that ever was preached, and yet nore 
more generally negleéted by thole that call themfelves 
chriitians; though the obfervance of it be for the true 
intereft both of men’s fouls and of chriftian ftates and 
commonwealths ; and accordingly (as being the fureft 
way to their true fettlement and eftablifhment) it is 
compared to the building upon a rock, Matth, vii. 246 
To be fhort, he was a chriflian not only & oxyw 
but © qoaaw more than a little, even wholly and al- 
together fuch; a chrillian ev x,uxrw inwardly and in 
good earneft;: Religious he was, but without any vain- 
glorioufnefs and oftentition ; not fo much a calblng or 
a difputing, as a living, a doing, and an obeying chrif~ 
tian; one inwardly acquainted with the fimplicity and 
power of godlinefs, but no admirer of the pharifaic 
forms and fanctimonious fhews (though never fo good 
and {pecious) which cannot and do not affe@ the adult 
and ftrong chriftians, though they may and do thofe 
that are unfkilful and sae For in this weak and 
Jow ftate of the divided churches in chriftendom weak 
and flight things (efpecially if they make a fair fhew 
in the ileth, as the apoftle fpeaks) are moft efteemed ; 
whereas in the mean time the weightier matters Ee the 
low, the moft concerning and fubftantial parts of reli- 
gion are paffed over and difregarded by them, as being 
grievous to them, and no way for their turns, no wa’ 

for their corrupt interefts, Hefhly eafe, and worldly 
advantages. But GOD’s thoughts are not as their 
thoughts: The circumcifion which is of the heart, and in 
the fpirit, is that whofe praife is of GOD, though not of 
men; and that which is highly efleemed amongfi men, is 
an abomination in the fight of GOD. 

* He was eminent as well in thofe perfections, which 
have moft of divine worth and excellency in them, 
and rendering him a truly God-like man; as in thole 
other perfections and accomplifhments of the mind, 
which rendered him a very rational and learned man: 
5 . Ané 
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And withall, in the midft of all thefe great accom- 
plifhments, as eminent and exemplary in unaffe@ed hu- 
mility and true lowlinefs of mind. And herein he was 
like to A%ofes, that fervant and friend of GOD, who 
was moft weak and lowly in heart (as our Lerd is alfo 
faid to be, Afated. xi. in this, as in all other refpects, 
greater than Affes, who was vir mitiffimus) above all 
the men which were upon the face of the earth, Numb, 
xii, And thus he excelled others as much’in bamilit 
as he did in knowledge, in that thing which, though 
in a lefs degree in fome than in others, is apt to puff 
up and fwelt them with pride and felf-conceit. But 
Mofcs was humble, though he was a perfon of brave 
Parts, geomuant ysmaoe as Folephus {peaks of him, 
and having had the advantages of a moit ingenuous 
education was moft admirably accomplifhed in the 
choiceft parts of knowledge, and fearned in all the wif- 
dom of the Egyptians; whercby fome of the antients 
underitood the myfterious hieroglyphical Icarning, na- 
tural philofophy, mufic, phytic and mathema And 
for this laft (to omit the reft) how excellent this hum- 
ble man, the Author, was thercin, did appear to thofé 
that heard him read a mathematical leéture in the 
{chools for fome years, and may appear hereafter to 
the Reader, if thofe le€tures can’ be recovered. 

* To conclude, he was a plain-hearted friend and 
chriftian, one in whofe fpirit and mouth there was no 
guile; a profitable companion; nothing of vanity and 
trifingnefs in him, as there was nothing of fournefs 
and ftoicifm, I can very well remember, when I have 
had private converfe with him, how pertinently and 
freely he would fpeak to any matter propofed, how 
weightily, fubitantially and clearly expreffive of his 
fenfe his private difcourfes would be, and both for 
matter and language, much of the fame importance 
and value with fuch exercifes as he fudied for, and 
performed in public. 

€ I have intimated fome things concerning the Au- 
thor; much more might be added: But it needs not, 
there being (as I before infinuated) already drawn a 
fair and lively charaéter of him by a worthy friend of 
his in the fermon preached at his faneralé for the pul- 
Jithing whereof and annexing it (as now it is) to thofe 
difcourfes, he was importuned by letters from feveral 
hands, and prevailed with: Wherei fome part of 
the character fhould feem to have in it any thing of 
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hyperbole and ftrangenefs, it muft feem fo to fuck 
only who either were w ainted with him and 
Atrangers to his worth, or elfe fad it an hard thing not 
to be envious, and a difficulty to be humble. But 
thofe, that had a more inward converfe with him, knew 
him to be one of thofe, of whom the world was not 
worthy, one of the excellent ones in the earth; a perfon 
truly exemplary in the temper and conftitution of his 
ipirit, and in the well ordered courfe of his life; a life 
nnius quafi colovis, fine aftionum diffentione (as 1 remember 
Seneca doth exprefe it fomewhere in his epiftles,) ¢ alt 
of one color, every where like itfelf:’ And eminent in 
thofe things that are worthy of praife and imitation. 
And certainly a juft reprefentation of thofe excellencies, 
that fhined in him (as alfo a faithful celebration of 
the like accomplifhments in others) is a doing honor 
to GOD who is wonderful in his faints, (if I may with 
fome apply to this fenfe that in P/al. Ix.) and it may 
be alfo of great ufe to others, particularly for the 
awakening and obliging them to an earneft endea- 
voring after thofe heights and eminent degrees in 
grace and virtue and every worthy accomplifhment, 
which by fuch examples they fee to be poffible and 
attainable through the affiftances which the divine Good- 
nefs is ready to afford thofe fouls, which prefs toward 

the mark, and reach forth to thofe things that are beferes 
« The lives and examples of men eminently holy 
and ufeful in their generation, fach as were pat- 
terns of good works, rumov xauawv epyav, are ever to be: 
valued by us as great bleffings and favors from heaven, 
and to be confidered as excellent helps to the advance- 
ment of religion in the world: And therefore rhere 
being before us thefe cimoves guntuxo, § living pictures’ 
(as ‘Bafi fpeaks in his epiftle, and a little afterwards 
in the fame epiftle) ayaruara xiveyere mat sumpaxtay 
«fuch moving and aétive ftatues,? fair ideas and lively pat- 
terns of what is moft praife worthy, lovely and excellent; 
it fhould be our ferious care that we be not, through 
an ynworthy and lazy felf-neglect, ingentivm exemplorum 
parvi imitatores, (fmall imitators of: wah examples) to ufe 
Salvian's exprefion; it fhould be our holy ambition to 
tranferibe their virtues and excellencies, to make their 
nobleft and beft accomplifhstents our own by a conftant 
endeavour after the greateft refemblance oh them, and 
by being followers of them as they were alfo of Chrift, 
who is the fair and bright exemplar of all purity and 
holinefs, 
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holinefs, the higheft and moft abfolute pattern of what- 
foever is lovely and excellent and makes moit for the 
accomplifhing and perfecting of human nature’ 

His Works publifhed are but few, but truly ex- 
cellent; which makes us wifh, that no part of his 
labors, léft in manufcript, had been withheld from the 
public, Dr. Worthington publifhed a fhort quarto 
volume in 1660, entitled “* Sezecr Discourses, 
treating 1. Of the true Way or Method of attaining to 
Divine Knowledge. 2. Of Superitition, 3. Of Atheilim, 
4. Of the Immortality of the Soul. 5. Of the Exiftence 
and Nature of God. 6, Of Prophecy. 7. Of the Diffe- 
rence between the Jega/ and the evangelical Rightcoufnels, 
the ofd and the new Covenant, &c. 8, Of the fhortnefe 
and vanity of a pharifaic Righteoufnefs. 9. Of the excel 
Jency and noblenefs of true Religion. 10. Of a Chrif- 
tian’s Confliéts with, and Conqueits over, Satan.” 


he 
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BIS excellent divine was born in Stratford, Bow, 

in the county of Afiddlefex, Nov. 1, 1575. His 
father was Mr. Thomas Gouge, a pious gentleman. 
His mother was the religious daughter of one Mr. 
Nichslas Culverel, a merchant in London; and fifter of 
thofe two famous preachers, Mr. Samuel and Mr, Ezekiel 
Culverel. Her two fifters were married to thofe two 
famous divines, Dr. Chadderton, mafter of Emanuel= 
college; and Dr. Whitaker, the learned and devout pro- 
feffor of divinity in Cambridge. In his younger years 
he was firft trained up in St. Paul's chook, London, 
and afterwards was fent to the free fchool at Fei/fead, in 
Effex, where he was led on for three years under the 
public miniftry of his uncle, Mr. Ezekiel Culverel, and 
thereby much wrought upon, and if not firit pegotten, 
yet much built up in his holy faith, as himfelf often 
expreffed. From thence he was fent to Eton, where he 
was inftructed for fix years, during which time he was 
more than ordinarily ftudious and induftrious ; for, when 
other fcholars upon play-days took their liberty for 
their fports and paftimes, he would be at his ftudy, 
in which he took more delight than they could do at 
their recreations, Ar this time, when he was a {cholar 
Mme: of 


268 Ww GOUGE 


of Eton, be was poffeffed with an holy fear of GOD, 
confcionable in fecret prayer and fandiifying the fabbath, 
and much grieved at the ordinary profanation thereof 
by public {ports and recreations, then too much al- 
lowed; as often in his life time, with much thankful- 
nefs unto GOD, he took occafion to exprefs. 

From Eton he was chofen to King’ s-college, in Cambridge, 
whither he went, Avvo 1595; where he firit addiéted 
himfelf to Ramus’s logic, and therein grew fo expert, 
as in the fchools he publicly maintained him; info- 
much as once upon a time, when feveral fophifters fet 
themfelves to vilify Remus, to which end the refpon- 
dent put up this queflion, Nuxquam crit magnus, cui 
Ramus of magnus; and knowing ‘out Hilliam Gouge to 
be an acute difpntan: and a itiff defender of Ramus, 
they came to the areity {chools, where he was hear- 
ing an aét, and told him how they were abufing Ramus.* 
He thereupon went into the fophifters’ fchools, and 
upon the moderator’s calling for another opponent, he 
fhepped up, and brought fuch an argument as ftumbled 
the refpondent; whereupon the moderator took upon 
him to anfwer, but could not fatisfy the doubt. A 
fophifter ftanding by faid with a loud yoice, ‘Do ye 
come to vilify Ramus, and cannot anfwer a Rami/f's 
argument?’ V [hereupem the moderator rofe up and 
gave him a box on the ear; then the fchool was all in 
an uproar, but our Author was fafely conveyed out 
from among them. In the time of his fcholarfhip, he 
was moderator of the fophifters’ aéts in the public 
{chools, and began every aét with a folemn f{pecch of 
his own in Jatin, whereby much grace was added to 
the a&, which was not ufual in thofe days, 

He took his degrees in order, performing for every one 
of them all the acts publicly in the public {chools, which 
the ftatute required. He continued for three years 
together fo clofe in the college, as not to lay one 


* Ramus was 2 Freochman, who, ia the year 1543, fet the phi- 
lofophical world in an uproar, by his oppolition to the Arifltelian 
method and dogmas. He particularly oppofed Arifietle's Logic, which 
at that time was held almoft facred in the fchools. The contraverfy 
was carried to a prodigious height at Pariz, und at length became 
the fubje& of difevffion before the parliament, and alfo before the 
council of Francis 1, In fhort, the tide 1an fo ftrong againft Ramus, 
that his books were prohibited, and himielf enjoined to teach phi- 
lofophy no longer in the kingdom. The Joy of the Arifetelian: upon 
this cccalion was cqual to that which could be fhewn upon the fatety 
of anation, and was as much celebrated throughout France, ih 
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night out of the walls thereof. At three vears end 
he was made fellow, and then went to vifit his friends. 
He was a very clofe ftudent, for he was a lover 
of learning, very laborious in his udies, fitting up 
Jate at night, and riding up early in the morning. He 
lived in the college nine years, and in all that time 
{except when he went out of town to his friends) he 
was never abfent from morning prayers in the chapel, 
which ufed to be half an hour before tix. He wed 
to rife fo long before he went to the chapel, as to gain 
time for his fecret devotions, and for reading his morn- 
ing tatk of {cripture; for he tied himfelf to read every 
day fifteen chapters in Englifh of the {criptures, five 
in’ the morning, five after dinner before he fell upoa 
his ordinary dludies, and five before he went to bed. 
He hath been often heard to fay, that when he could 
not fleep in the night time, he would in his mind ran 
through diitinét chapters of feripture in their order, 
as if he had heard them read, fo deceiving the tedioul- 
nefs of his waking, and depriving himfelf alfo fometimes 
of the fweetnefs of his fleeping hours, though by a better 
and greater fweetnets; for he found the meditation of 
the word to be fiveeter to him than fleep. 

This aifo he would do in the day-time when he was 
glone, either within doors, or without deors, For this 
end he wrote in a little book, which he always 
carried about him, the diftin€ heads of every parti- 
cular paffage in every chapter of the bible; that when, 
in any place, he meditated on the {cripture, and ftuck, 
he prefently helped himfelf by that little book. Where~ 
by he made himfelf fo expert in the text, that it he 
heard but a phrafe of feripture, he could tell the 
place where it was. Befides, he had his particular 
times to ftudy the difficult places of {cripture, that 
he might find out the true meaning of them; and, by 
this means, through the divine blefling, he attained to 
a great exactnefs in the knowledge ot them. He was 
not only clofe to his own ftudies, but would alfo fend 
for others, whom he obferved to be ingenuous and 
willing, in order to inftruét them in fcholaftical ex- 
ercifes, whereby he was a great help to many, and 
brought them to be better fludents. 

While he was a fcholar in King's-college, there was a 
Few in Cambridge, who was entertained in feveral col- 
Jeges to teach the Hebrew tongue; and, among others, 
in King’s-college. William Gouge took the opportunity 

to 
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to be inftrugted by him, which many others of that 
college likewife did: Kut many of them toon grew 
weary, and left him; only Mr. Gouge held clole to 
him, as long as he tarried. But when he was gone, 
they that had left him, difcerning their folly, came to 
Mr. Gouge, and intreated him to inftru€ them in the 
rounds of Hebrew; which accordingly he did, whereby 
Be became himfelf very expert therein. His mind was 
fo addiéted to the univerfiry, that he was refolved to 
have {pent many more years than he did there, if not 
his whole future time. But his father, after he had 
been two or three years matter of arts, much againit 
his mind, took him from the univerfity upon a marriage 
which he had prepared for him. GOD, by his pro- 
vidence, turned this to the good of his church; for 
by this means, though it were Jate before he entered 
upon his miniftry, it is very probable that he entered 
upon and exercited that funétion many years fooner 
than otherwife he would, He was in the thirty-fecond 
year of his age, when he commenced public preacher, 
and had received both knowledge and experience for 
himfelf, before he ventured to treat of them for others, 

His wife was the daughter of Mr. Henry Caulton, 2 
citizen and mercer of Londo; but an orphan when he 
married her, To her care he committed the providin 
for his family; himfelf only minding his ftudies, an 
the weighty affairs of his heavenly calling. He lived 
with her twenty-two years, in much love and peace, 
and had by her thirteen children, feven fons and fix 
daughters, whereof eight lived to men’s and women’s 
eftate, and were all well trained up, and fufficiently 
provided for. It was his earneft defire and dail’ 
prayer to GOD, that his fix fons, that lived to men’s 
eftates, might have been all preachers of the gofpel; 
for he ‘himfelf found fuch comfort and content in that 
calling, that he thought there could be no greater found 
‘in any other; having often profeffed, that the greateft 
pleafure he took in the world, was in the employ- 
ment of his calling; infomuch as he was wont to fay 
to many honorable perfons, and particularly to lord 
Coventry, then keeper of the great feal, that he envied 
neither his place nor employment. 

The government of his ily was exemplary, an- 
other Bethel, for he not only made conicience of 
morning and evening prayer, and reading the word in 
his family, but alfo of catechifing his children and 
: fervants ; 
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fervants ; wherein GOD gave him a fingular gift, for 
he did not teach them by any jet form; but to as 
to bring thofe that were inftru€ted to exprefs the prin- 
ciples taught them in their own words. His children 
(as Gregory Nazianzen {aith of his father) found him 
as well a fpiritaal, as a bodily, father. Yea, never any 
fervant came to his houfe, but gained 2 great deal of 
knowledge. So likewife did many others, whofe pa- 
rents defired the benefit of his inftru@ting them. He 
was in a fpecial manner con{cionable of the Lora’s-day, 
and that not only in the obfervation of the public 
duties, but alfo in continuing the fanétification thereof 
by private duties of piety in his family, and fecrer 
in his clofet. As he forbore providing fuppers on 
the eve before the fabbath, that fervants might not be 
kept up too late; fo he would never futfer any fervant to 
tarry at home for dreffing any meat on the Lord’s-day for 
any friends, were they mean or great, few or inany. 
‘After his public fermons were ended, feveral neigh- 
bours (not having means in their own families) af- 
fembled in his houfe, where afier fuch a familiar 
manner he repeated the public fermons, that fome have 
profeffed, they were much more benefited by them 
in_ that repetition than in the firft hearing; for he 
did not ufe, word by word, to read out of notes 
what was preached, but would by queftions and an- 
fwers draw from thofe that were under his charge fuch 
points as were delivered. After which, his conitant 
courfe was to vifit fuch of his parith as were fick, 
or by pain and weaknefs difenabled to go to the pub- 
lic ordinances, With each of thefe he would difcourfe 
of fome heavenly and fpiritual fubjedt, fuitable to their 
condition, and after that pray by them; wherein he 
hhad a more than ordinary gift, being able in apt words 
and expreffions to commend their feveral cafes to 
GOD, and to put up petitions fuitable to their feveral 
needs. His ufual courfe was to pray eight times in 
the public congregation on a Lind sda 3 for, as 
he prayed before and after each fermon, re before and 
after his reading and expounding the {criprure, which 
he performed both in the forenoon and afternoon. 
And in his family his conftant courfe was to pray 
thrice every Lord’s-day, and that in a folemn manner, 
viz. in the morning and evening, and after his repe- 
tition of the fermons, 
In 
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In the thirty-fecond ycar of his age (as we have 
obferyed) he was ordained minifter, and, about a year 
after, which was Fune, 1608, he was admitted minifter 
of the church of Blackfriars, London, where he con- 
tinued to his dying day, which was forty five years 
and fix months, never haying any other minifierial 
employment, thongh he was offered many great ones. 
His manner of coming to Blackfriars was thus: ‘I'he 
pacith being deftitute of a preaching minifter, one 
Mr. Hilderfham, (poffibly the excellent Mr. Arthur 
Filderfham, whofe life we have already given) a pious 
and powerful preacher, being in company with fome 
of the better fort of Blackfriars parifh, told them, that 
there was one who lived in Stratford, Baw, and had 
no charge, that might be fit for them: Hereupon fome 
of them went to Stratford upon the Lord’s-day, where 
he frequently preached gratis, to help the minifter that 
was there at that time; and they fiked him fo well, that 
upon their report, with an xaanimous confent, he was 
chofen their minifter. He fucceeded a truly excellent 
paftor, Mr. Stephen Egerton. 

He here manifefted a great refpe€&t to the inhabi- 
tants of that place, Before his coming thither, they 
had not fo much as a church of their own to hear the 
word of GOD in, nor any place to bury their dead ; 
but by means that he ufed, the church, the charch- 
porch, the minifter’s houfe and church-yard (al! which 
they had before upon courtefy) were purchafed ; fo that 
now, they all, as a proper inheritance, belong to the 
parith of Blackfriars. Five years after his coming 
thither, the old church being found too little for the 
tultitudes that thronged from all parts of the city to 
hear him, he was a means of purchafing certain rooms, 
whereby the church was. enlarged almofl as big, again 
as it was before. The fum of purchafing, new build 
ing, and finifhing the faid church, amounted to above 
fiftecn hundred pounds, which was procured partly at 
his leétures, partiy by his Jetters written to his friends, 
and by the contribution of the parifhioners, without any 
bricf for public colfcétions in other places. We might 
fry much upon this fubjeét at the prefent time, re- 
fpecting this highly favored church and parifh, did 
nor the delicacy of {peaking what troth would enjoin 
of the forbid our. faying more, than that the 
goodnefs of GOD and his particular providence have 
been as remarkably extended to this {pot nsw as ever. 
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May the fame mercies be received with equal thankfulnefs 
and gratitude by the numerous people who enjoy them! 

"Aker this, there being feverak rooms under the {aid 
charch belonging to other landlords, he ufed means to 
purchafe them alfo to the benefit of the parifl; the 
rather, to prevent all dangers, that by evil minded 
perfons might have befallen GOD"s people in that 
church, by any contrivances in the rooms under the 
church, ‘Thus they, who had nothing of their own at 
his coming, had now the whole church, the church- 
porch, the church-yard, a vault to bury their dead, a 
very fair veftry-houfe, and other rooms adjacent, the 
houfe wherein he himfelf dwelt as long as he lived. 
All thefe they held as a perpetual inheritance. ‘They 
had alfo a confiderable leafe of certain tenements for 
three hundred years ; all which were procured by his 
means. All thefe buildings, with the church itfelf, fell 
in the great conflagration of 1666. 

Such was his refpect to his parifh, that though he 
was often offered places of fur greater profit, he re- 
fufed them all; often faying, ‘ ‘That the height of 
‘© his ambition was to go from Blackfriars to heaven.” 
At his firft coming to Blackfriars, being in the thirty 
third year of his age, he conftantly preached twice on 
the Lard’s-dey, and once weekly, on /Feduefduy fore- 
noon, which was for about thirty five years very 
much frequented, and that by many city minifters, 
and by fundry pious and judicious gentlemen of the 
inns of court, betides many citizens from other pa- 
rifhes, who in multitudes flocked to his church. Yea, 
fach was the fame of Dr. Gouge’s miniftry, that, when 
the godly chriitians of thofe times cume out of the 
country to Londen, they thought not their bufinefs 
done, unlefs they had been to Blackfriar’s JeQure, In 
this particular, we are happy to fay, that the prefint 
time may be mentioned with the pa/f. 

And fuch was the fruit of his miniftry, that very 
many of his auditors, though Jiving in other parifhes, 
have confeffed, that the firft {ced of grace was fown 
in their fouls by his ‘miniftry. And herein GOD won- 
derfully honored his miniftry, in making him an aged 
father in Chrif, and to beget many fons and daughters 
unto righteoufnefs ;. for thoufunds have heen converted 
and built up by his miniftry. He ufed alfo monthly to 
preach a preparation fermon before the communion, on 
the eve before every monthly communion, 
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He was itidced eminently faithful and laborious in the 
work of the miniftry to his dying-day, preaching as long 
as he was able to get up into the pulpit. As a tree 
planted in the houfe of the Lord, he was fruitful even in 
old age. He was often wont to fay in his latter days, 
that he could preach with more éafe than he could get 
into the pulpit ; the reafon of which was doubtlefs from 
the increafe of his afthma, which difenabled him to go, 
and from the increafe of his intelle€tuals, which enabled 
him to preach, with more eafe than in bis younger days, 
His preaching was always very diftin@, firit opening the 
true literal fenfe of the text, then giving the logical 
analyfis thereof, then gathering fuch proper obfervations 
as thence arofe, and laftly profitably and pertinently 
applyin the fame; fo that his mintftry proved ver 
profitable ts his hearers. Many have acknowledged, 
that, in a logical refolution of his text, he went beyond 
all that ever they heard, as alfo in clearing of difficult 
and doubtful places, as they came in his way, As his 
‘method was clear, fo his expreffions were plain; always 
delivering the folid points of divinity in a familiar ftyle, 
equal to the capacity of the meaneft. 

With refpect to his life and converfation, it was moft 
exentplary, praétifing what he preached unto others, and 
iving over Vis fermons: His doétrine and his practice 
concurred, and went hand in hand. For his age and 
abilities, he was efteemed the father of the London min- 
ifters, and as fuch honored and beloved by them, Before 
the times of examination for admiffion to the facrament 
of the Lord's fupper, he ufed to go to the houfes of the 
better fort, and appoint a time for them and their whole 
families to meet together, when he might make trial of 
their fitnefs to the holy facrathent. He alfo appointed 
other fmall families to meet together on a certain day, 
then to make trial of them alfo, In the former time of his 
ininiftry, he never admitted any of the younger fort to 
the facrarnent, til! he found them in his judgement fit for 
it. Ordinarily in the furmmer vacation he was with his 
family in the country, but net for his own eafe, but 
rather for the good of GOD’s church: For befides his 
preaching every Lord’s-day where he was, he got time to 
publith thofe treatifes which are now in print, namely, 
** The Whole Armour of GOD; Domeftical Duties ; 
Explanation of the Lord’s Prayer ; God’s Three Arrows, 
yiz. Plague, Famine and Sword,” on occafion of the 
judgements then raging; ‘* The Saint's Sacrifice of 
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‘Thank{giving,” upon his recovery from a dangerous fick- 
nefs. To which may be added, his «* Commentary npon 
the whole Epiftle to the Hebrews,” which was the 
fubjedt of his H’cduefday leCtures for many years. 

While he was fettled in Alackfriars, he took his 
bachelor of divinity’s degree, in the year 1611, which 
was the eighth year of his mafter of atts degree. And 
in the year 1628, he took his dogtor of divinity’s degree. 
In which year eight minifters of London proceeded 
dogtors ; which was the occafion that Dr. Collins, the 
then regius profeffor, put up his degree, and procured 
it to pafs in the regent-houfe before he had any no- 
tice thereof, or conient of his; whereby he did in a 
manner force him to take his degree, yet fo as, when he 
heard that it was paffed, he readily went to Cambridge, 
and there kept all his aéts, which the ftatute requireth, 
as he had done in all his former degrees. 

In the year 1643, he was by authority of parliament 
called to be a menor of the affembly of divines, wherein 
his attendance was affiduous, not being obferved during 
the whole time of that feffion to be one day abfent, 
unlefs it_were in cafe of more than ordinary weaknefs, 
ever preferring that public employment before all private 
bufinefs whatfoever, When he could not go, throug 
infinmity of body, he would be carried tohis duty.“ f 
can ftudy my fermon; I can preach my fermon, (faid 
he) and ‘fhall I forbear preaching, becaufe I am too 
weak to go? I wiH rather be carried.” 

He fat as one of the affeffors, and very frequently filled 
the chair in the moderator’s abfence. And fuch was his 
conitant care and confcience of fpending his time, and 
improving it to the beft advantage, that he would fill 
up the void fpaces of his affembly affairs with his own 
private ftudies. ‘To which end it was his conftant prac 
tice to bring his bible and fome other books in his pocket, 
which upon every occafion he would be reading; as was 
obferved by many. He was likewife chofen by a com- 
mittee of parliament, among others, to make annotations 
upon the bible, being well known to be a judicious 
interpreter of {cripture. How well he hath performed 
this traft, is evident to all that read the annotations 
from the beginning of the firft book of Kings to ‘Job, 
which was Kis part. In which the intelligent Reader 
will obferve fuch {kill in the original, fuch acquaintance 
with the facred ftory, fach judgement in giving the fenfe 
of the text, and fuch quicknefs and pertinency in raifing 
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obfervations, that, without the help of any other com- 
ment, 4 man may accommodate himfelf with the fenfe, 
do€trines, and ufes of moft of thofe fcriptures, which 
came under his hand in thofe curfory annotations. 

‘When the book of fports and recreations on the Lerd’s- 
day was appointed by public authority to be read in feveral 
churches throughout the nation, with feveral other faith- 
ful minifters, he utterly refufed to read the fame, re- 
folving to fuffer the utmoft, rather than manifeft the 
Jeaft approbation of fuch a wicked and ungodly thing, 
fo contrary to the exprefs letter of the {cripture. By 
reafon of his ability and dexterity in refolving cafes 
of confcience, he was much fought to for refolving many 
doubts and fcruples of confcience ; and that not only by 
ordinary chriftians, but alfo by feveral minifters in city 
and country, and that by word of mouth and writing, 
being accounted (as was before faid) the father of Londo 
divines, and fpiritual oracle of his time. He was likewife 
a great comforter of troubled confciences, wherein he 
was exceeding fkilfal and dexterous, as many hundreds 
in the city have found time after time, being fought unto 
far and near by juch as groaned under afflictions and 
temptations; many of whom, through GOD’s bleffing 
on his labors, were reftored to joy and comfort, out of 
anfpeakable terrors and torments of contcience, 

e was of a moft fweet and meek difpofition; yea, 
fuch was his meekneis of fpirit, that it feemeth unpa- 
alleled ; for though he had lived with his wife above 
twenty years together, yet neither child nor fervant 
could ever fay, that they obferved an angry counte- 
nance, or heard an angry word proceed from him 
towards her, all her life. Some have obferved, that in 
his vifage, towards his Jatter end, he did much refemble 
the picture which ufually paffeth for Mofes’s effigies. 
Certainly he was the exac ffigies of Mofes’s fpirit ; and 
in this refembled him to the life, that he was one of the 
meekeft men which his generation knew. 

He was a great peace-keeper, and a great peace-maker, 
having an excellent dexterity in compofing differences ; 
far he was from doing others wrong, and far from reveng- 
ing wrong done by others. He fuffered much both by 
the fpeeches and alfo by the aétions of evil and envious 
perfons; yet he would. pray for them, rather than in 
any harfh way requite them. He accounted revilers 
and wrong doers to do more hurt to theimfelyes, than 
to him. 

He 
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He was ever charitable, efpecially to the godly pour, 
according to the diretion of the apoille Pad, in Cac, 
vi, 10. where he exhorteth us, Zo do geod wuts ali, 
efpecially unto them who are of the boufbald of fuith. Ve 
maintained fomeé poor fcholars at the univeifity, wholly 
at his own charge, and contributed liberally tow: 
the maintenance of others. Me was of fuch a cho 
table and bountiful difpofition, that though his father 
left him a competent eftate, yet fuch were his dit- 
burfements yearly for his kindred and others who 
ftood in need of relief, that from the death of his 
father, till his children came to be of ye: and to 
call for their portions, he Jaid up nothing of all his 
comings in, fo that they who out of envy cricd up 
his eftate to be greater than it was, could not but 
ery up his bounty and charity; becaufe whatfoever 
his eftate was, it was wholly laid out for the relicf 
of fuch as ftood in need (neceffary expences for his 
family only excepted) which as it appeared from his 
own papers, fo in his life-time he expreffed as much 
to fome of his children, And truly, as in other things 
he excelled others, fo, in this, even himfelf. He did 
not grow rich by the church, nor feek to do fo, as 
many have done; but lived content with his own pa- 
trimonial inheritance, and the ftipend of his own bene- 
fice, which he never would exchange for # greater. 

He was very confcionable in fpending his time, from his 
youth to his very death. He uted to rife very early both 
winter and fummer, In the winter he conflantly rofe fo 
Jong before day, that he performed all the exercites of his 
private devotions before day-light; and in the fummer 
time abont four o’clock in the morning, by which means 
he bad done half a day’s work before others had begun 
their fudies. If he heard any at their work before he 
iad got to his ftudy, he would fay (as Demsjthenes did con- 
cerning the fmith) ‘¢ That he was much troubled, that 
any fhould be at their calling before he was at his,” 

le was a man of much temperance and fobriety, as 

well in his eating and drinking, as in his apparel. As 
for recreations, howfoever many pious perfons have 
allowed time therein, he fpent none. He hath. been 
often heard to fay, “ That he took not any journey 
“© merely for pleafure in all bis life-time ;” ftudy and 
pains having been always, both in youth and age, his 
chiefeit pleature and delight: Yea it was Bis mat and 
drink to be doing the suill of his beavenly Father, wherein 
he 
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he took as much pleafure and delight, as natural men 
do in their eating and in their drinking, or in their 
Sports and paftimes. Such was his carriage and conver- 
fation, that there was fcarce a lord or lady, or citizen 
of eminence, in or about the metropolis, that were 
pioufly affected, bat they fought his acquaintance, and 
were ambitious of his company ; wherein they took much 
content, and found much benefit to their fauls welfare. 
And whereas many perfons of quality came gut of their 
good refpect to vifit him, he would endeavor foto order 
their conference, as that it might be profitable to edifica- 
tion; for if their vifits were merely complimental, he 
accounted it a great burden to him. He was always of 
a very friendly and courteous difpofition, whom the 
meaneft, not only of his parifh, but of the city, found 
eafy of accefs, and eafy to be intreated, yea, ready to 
do what he could to all. He had what he ufed to call 
@ SACRED sTocK for the poor, which he fet apart in 
an exact proportion to his income. 

Among other graces humility was eminent in him, for 
he was not obferved to be puffed up either with the 
flocks of multitudes unto his miniftry Goch were many 
and great) nor with any applaufes ‘of men, but would 
Still fay, “* he knew more of himfelf to abafe him, than 
any could know to extol him.” What was faid of Gregory 
Nazianzen, might, with equal truth, be faid of him, 
« That he was high in employments and abilities, but 
Jow and lowly in his own opinion of himfelf.’ He ufed 
often to fay, ** When I look upon myfelf, I fee nothing 
but emptinefs and weaknefs; but when I lock upon 
Chrift, 1 fee nothing but fulnefs and fufficiency.” He 
was much in communion with GOD, and did not con+ 
tent himfelf only with daily, conftant, ordinary, holy 
exercifes, but was alfo frequent in extraordinary duties. 
In the bifhop’s time, when it might not be permitted 
to keep a fait openly in the church, he was one of thofe 
minifters who frequently helped pious chriftians in their 
private fafts. In times of fear and danger, he and others 
had fometimes weekly, fometimes monthly fafts, whereof 
many were in his own houfe and veftry ; which he was 
eminently obferved to perform with extraordinary rever- 
ence and awfulnefs of {pirit. His confeffions were ac- 
companied with much fenfe of fin, brokennefs of heart, 
felf-abhorrency, judging of the creature, and juftifying of 
GOD. In petition very pertinent, judicious, fpiritual, 
feafonable, accompanied with faith and fervor, like 2 

tne 
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true fon of Faceb, srreftliog with tears and fupplications, 
as_refolving not to let GOD go without a bleffing, 

But none like him in thankfgiving ; after a man would 
think he had {pent the laft drop of his {pirit in confefion 
and prayer, O! how would he revive and gather up his 
fpirit, when le came to the work of thank(giving; 
wherein he would be fo large, particular, warm, and 
gorous, that, in the end of the day, he would quicken 
the auditory, as if then the work had been but newly 
to begin, and that only had been the work of the day. 
Wherein he may be a pattern to all his furviving 
brethren in the miniftry. 

He was very Jpquifitrre after the good and welfare of 
the church of GOD, both at home and abroad, that ac- 
cordingly he might order his prayers in their behalf, bei 
ever mindful of them in his prayers. And when he heard 
it went ill with the church of GOD in any place; like 
another Nebemiah, he fat him down and wept, and 
mourned, and fafted, and prayed unto the GOD of heaven. 
in their behalf, He was not like fome, of whom it has 
been faid, That they preach fo well, that it is a pity 
they fhould ever be out of the pulpit ; but live fo ill, that 
it is a pity they fhould ever come into it. Though he 
was not a Juftice of Peace, he was a Minitter of Peace ; 
and if he could not (fays Mr. Fenkyns who preached his 
funeral fermon) hinder diffenfions from being born in his 
parifh, he ufually hindered them from being long-lived. 

Great was his patience under the vifiting hand of GOD, 
efpecially in his old age, when GOD vifited him with 
painful maladies, Though by reafon of the bitternefs of 
his pains by the ftone, and fharpnefs of urine, and that 
tethalis arundo (as he often called it) that deadly arrow in 
his fide (which he knew could never be plucked out of 
it but by death) I mean his afthma, which he got by 
an excefhve cold in attending upon public employment 3 
notwithftanding I fay, by reafon of thefe, he hath been 
often heard to groan, yet was he never heard once to 
grumble. He was never heard to call himfelf Great 
Sufferer { but Great Sinner! and he would not ftop there, 
but would always add, Great Saviour! for his comfort. 
He would often fay, ‘¢ Soul, be filent ; foul, be patient ; 
it is thy GOD and father that thus ordereth thy eftates 
thou art his clay, he may tread and trample on thee as 
it pleafeth him; thou haft deferved much more, it is 
enough that thou art kept out of hell; though thy pain 
be grievous, yet it is tolerable; thy GOD affords fome 
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intermiffions, he will turn it to thy good, and at length- 
put an end to all; none of thefe can be expected in. 
hell.” In the greatest agonies, he would fay, Well, vet 
in all thefe there is nothing of hell, or GOT’s wrath.” 
He would often make mention of the extent of obedience, 
which he fuid, ‘* Was not only to endeavor to dy what 
GOD requireth, but alfo patiently to dear what GOD’s 





will is to lay upon his creature; a3 Chrii himfelf, though 
he were the Son, ye learned obedience by the things which be 







ed.” In his greateft pangs he often uted this {peech 
‘ab, Shall we receive good from the hands of GOD, 
and not evil?” He often commended his fout unto Chri, 
and would fay, ‘* I am perfuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed to him againft that day.” 
‘When any of his friends went about to comfort him in 
thofe gifts which GOD had beftowed on him, and thofe 
works which he had wrought by him, he would anfwer, 
«© J dare not think of any fuch thing for comfort; Fe/us 
Chrifi, aud what he hath done and endured, is the onl 

round of my sure comfort.” Many, that came to vit 
Kim in his weaknefs, profefled that they went away better 
than they came, by realon of thofe favoury and gracious 
expreffions that proceeded from him, 

Though, towards his Jatter end, his fits of the ftone 
were frequent and fharp, having fometimes four or five in 
an hour, yet fuch was his defire to finifh that fo much de- 
fired commentary of his upon the epiftle to the Hebrews, 
that, fo foon as the bitternefs of the pain of a fit was over 
he returned to his work, and made fome progrefs therein : 
And thus he continued laboring at his work, through 
much pain, till Zuefday the fixth of December, 1653+ 
About which time, as his natural ftrength was exceed- 
ingly decayed, fo his intelle€tuals began to fail ; and for 
the three fellowing days drowfinels feized upon’ him, in- 
fomuch that he could not hold up his head to look into 
a book, but flumbered away his time in his chair; and, 
upon the Fridiy, being the third day after he had given 
over his ftudies, inquiring what day it was, he cried out 
«« Alas! I have loft three days.” The day following, 
being Saturday, he had no dcfire to arife out of his bed, 
neither indeed could, in segard of his weaknefs, which 
was fuch, as he faid,: ‘* Now I have not Jong to live in 
this world, the time of my departure is at hand; I am 
going to my detired baven;” the apprehenfion whereof 
was no little joy unto him; for he had often faid to fach 
of his friends as came to vifit him in his ficknefs, ** I 
am 
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am moft willing to die, having, I blefs GOD, nothing 
to do but to die.” Indeed, he feemed fometimes to be 
in St. Paul's ftate between life and death, having a defire 
to depart, that he might be with Cériff, which was far 
better; but yet very defirous to finith his commentary on 
the epiftle to the Hirews, which he knew would be nfe- 
ful to the church of GOD, and-in that refpect was wil- 
ling to live; and GOD fo far anfwered his defire in 
that particular, that he lived to finish it within half a 
chapter. But when he perceived that his time in this 
world could not be long, O! how fweet and joyful was 
the apprehenfion of death unto him, which he often 
termed, -his beft friend, next unto Fefus Chri, And 
that Saturday, though he kept his bed through weaknefs, 
yet was he more wakeful, and his fpirit more lively and 
chearfol, than for feveral days before; which no doubt 
was from his joyful apprehenfion of his approaching de- 
parture. His f{peeches that day were more than ordina- 
rily heavenly, {peaking much in admiration of the free- 
net ot GOD’s grace, and riches of his mercy in Fefus 
rift. 

4 while he lived, he Jed an heavenly life, fo, about 
the time of his death, by thofe comforts and joys 
that he found in his foul, he feemed to be in heaven 
while he was upon earth; and thus continued full of {weet 
comfort and heavenly expreffions to the laft of his under- 
itanding and f{peech, which continued till Monday morn- 
ing, when both failed him; from which time he lay 
breathing, but fhorter and fhorter, till eight o’clock that 
night; about which time, in the prefence of alt his children 
and friends, he quietly flept in the Lord, making an happy 
change from earth to heaven, December 12, 16 533 being 
feventy-nine years old, having ferved GOD faithfully 
and painfully in his generation, 

In the laborious life of this faithful minifter, ‘ Who 
(as Mr, Fenkyns faid of him) was not worn out with ruf, 
but with wherting ;’ we fee the love and care of Fefus, the 
bifhop of fouls, to his church, in fulfilling his own pro- 
mife, Iwill give you paffors according to mine heart, who 
Soall feed you with knowledge and underflanding: O! how 
ought we to love and praife our heavenly fhepherd for 
this! May the parifh of Blackfriars {ee their prefent 
mercy, in having the found of the gofpel continued among 
them! May they love and pray for him who is fet over 
them in the Zord/ and while they praife the Lord for 
this diftinguifhing mercy, may they be deeply concerned 

Vox. IL Oo to 
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to receive the.truth as it is in Pfen in the loye of it, and 
to walk worthy. of it, in their lives and converfations ! 

As a fpecimen of-his fiyle and fpirit, we will fubjoin 
the Epiftle Dedicatory his book entitled, <* The 
4* Whole Armour. of Ged.” 

« To the right honourable S. Srbefian Harvy, Knut. 
Lord Mayor of the honourable city. of London, and: to 
the right worthipful Aldermen and Sheriffs, his brethren, 
and to the right worfhipful Mr. Recorder, together with 
the whole eftate of the faid City, all true happinefs, 

“¢ Right Honourable, Right, Worfhipful; 

ss Your honour and worfhips being, (by the good 
guiding providence of GOD) the enered: captains, and 
Neutenants of this metropolis, this chief: city and. caftle 
of the kingdom, wherein (by the fame providence) I am, 
though one of the meaneit, yet one of the watchmen : 
To whom ought I rather to prefent thee fruits of my 
watchman’s fingion, than unto your honour and wor- 
thips? As duty, in regard of your places, fo gratitude 
alfo in regard of your kindneffes, require as much, M: 
father, grandfather, and otker predeceffors, have of old, 
from tine to time, been beholden to this honorable city : 
‘The kindnefs which they formerly received, is {till con- 
tinued tome: Which, as I do, with all humble thankfal-. 
nefs, acknowledge, fo from my heart J defire the Almight 
to remember your honour and worfhips, together with 
the whole eftate of this honorable city, in goodnefs; and 
not to wipe out the kindnefs which is fhewed to the mi- 
nifters of his word, and to poor diftrefled people. 

*« Long hath the gofpel been purely, powerfully, plen- 
tifully preached in this honorable city, and great counte- 
mance and maintenance hath, by many therein, been given 
thereunto. Good orders have, in thefe later years, been 
taken for the better fanétifying of the Lord’s fabbath. 
Much relief is from time to time given to the poor, 
‘Thefe, and fuch like works of piety and charity, are the 
beauty, honour, ftrength, and wealth of this city. 

cs Vaeny not, but that in the. outward politick go-~ 
Wernment of this great corporation, and the many dif 
ferent companies therein, don may be accounted the 
glory of the earth. But the things which make it exceed 
in glory, are, the fair houfes prayer and preaching. 
the word; the great affemblies of GOD's people fre~ 
quenting the fame to worlhip GOD; the fpacious hof- 
pitals_and places of charity, together with the liberal 
previfion therein made for relief of poor children and 

orpbans, 
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orphatis, of aged and-impotent men and women, of laine 
at maimed foldiers, and of many other like fuccourlefs 
perfons ; and the thrones of juitice and judgement, with 
the like, wherein London may be-compared to Zion, the 
city of GOD, ‘of which great and excellent things are 
tpoken. Right honorable and right worfbipful, go on this 
way, which is the only right way, to procure the peace 
and profperity of your city. Let the miniftry. of GOD'’s 
ivord be more and more promoted: Let the Lerd’s fab- 
baths be duely obferved: Let the poor be relieved, and 
the oppreffed be fuccoured : Let profane perfons, and alt 
evil doers (the enemies of chriftian policies) be punifhed: 
In a word, let GOD's ordinances be advanced, and right 
judgement executed, and fo fhatl Lindon be accoumted 
the city of the great King, where he will delight to dwell, 
and beftow his bleffing. For in thefe things is GOD 
highly honoured. Now GOD, who can and will perform 
it, hath faid it ; Them that honour me will I honour. 

¢¢ It lieth much in the power of magiftrates to procure 
or hinder the bleffing of GOD, in thofe cities and places 
over which they prefide. For they being public perfoas, 
their good deeds are by the wife GOD publicly rewarded, 
and their evil deeds publicly revenged. 

«¢ Right honorable and right worthipful, accept, I pray 
you, the duty, and pardon the boldnefs of your watchman, 
And, O Lord of lords, do good to this city of thine ; con- 
tinue the peace and profperity thereof: So prayeth 


os “ Your honors’, and worfhips’, 
bid bo ‘t; . 
in Bi lackfriars, London, “© in all duty forever bounden, 


December 31/2, 1618. “ William Gouge * 


« Mr. Leigh calls him a learned and pious divine, and 
fays he was a good textuary, and often honorably men- 
tioned by Voetivs, and other eminent foreign divines, 
He alfo adds, That ¢ he would begin his prayer very 
audibly and diftin@ly, which was the more commenda- 
ble, hecaufe of his great congrégation at Blackfriars. 
See his Treatife of Religion and arning, DP. 211s 

His Works. I. “ Of Domeftical Duties, on Eph. 
y- and vi.‘ Il, The Whole Armour of GOD, on Eph. vie 
TIT, Of the Sin againft the Holy Ghoft on Matib. xii. 3%, 
32. Mark ili. 28, 29. FV, Upon the Lord’s Prayer 
er a Guide to goto GOD. “V. GOD’s Three Arrows, 
Plague, Famine, and-Sward, on Numb. xvi. 44, Se. 
2 Sam. xxis 1. Exod, xviie 8; VIE. The Extent of 

GOD’s 
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GOD's Providence, November 5, an Matth. x. 29, 30) 
i. Wil. The Dignity of Chivalry, on 2 Chron. viii. 9. 
X. The Saints’ Sacrifice, or, 2 Comment on P/aim 

exvi. X, Two Treatifes; 1. The Sabbath’s Sanctifica- 

tion; 2, OF Apoftacy, on Lube xv. 31. XI. The Saint’s 

Support : A Sermon before the Commons in Parliament, 

on Nehem. vs 19. XII. Mercies’ Memorial, November 

19, on Exod. xiii. 3. XIII, The Progrefs of Divine 

Providence: A Sermon before the Houfe of Lords, on 

Exod. xxxvic 11. XIEV. A Funeral Sermon, on Exct. 

xxiv. 16. XV. The Right Way: A Sermon before 

the Lords, on Ezra viii. 21. XVI. Two Catechifms. 

XVII. A Commentary on the Epiftle to the Hebrews ;” 

in two volumes folio; « which (fays Mr. Jenkins) after 

many years preaching, he went through in hjs fermons at 

Blickfriars, and which he fully prepared for the prefs be- 

fore ‘his death, excepting one half chapter; a work of 

excellent worth, both confidering the fubjeét (noble 
and difficult) and the great pains and dexterity of the 
commentator ; and which, I am confident, when pub- 

Jifhed, will be nfeful.’ 


JEREMIAH WHITAKER. 


EREMIAH WHITAKER was born at Wakefield in 
Yorkfhire, im the year 1599." At the age of fixteen 

he was entered a fizer in Sydney-callege, Cambridge ; where 
he was much admired for his pregnant parts and learning. 
At twenty years of age he took his bachelor of arts de- 
gree, and then went to Okebam in Rutlandfbire, as mafter 
of the free-fchool there. About four years after this 
event, he married the daughter of the rev. Mr. Peachy, 
rector of Okeham, a pious man, an eminent linguift, and 
a Jaborious preacher of the gofpel, who dearly loved and 
highly valued Mr. Whitaker, from his firft acquaintance 
with him to the end of his life. He began very early 
to feck GOD, and very early difcovered a lively difpo- 
fition and promifing talents for the miniftry; often faying 
‘© He ‘had rather be a preacher of the gofpel than an 
emperor.” And when a motion was once made to him, 
for his acceptance of the mafterfhip of a college; he 
gave this anfwer, ‘* My heart doth more defire to be a 
gonftant preacher, than to be mafter of any college in 
‘ ; "Gog : Y the 
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the world.” In 1626, having taken holy orders, he went to 
a paftoral charge at Stretton in the fame county, where he 
continued thirteen years; and from thence, after the 
confultation and advice of feveral pious divines, he ac- 
cepted of a call to St. Mary Magdalen's, Bermondy, in 
Southwark, He was an univerfal {cholar, was cholen af 
the affembly of divines at /Vefiminger, and was fo laho- 
rious in the work of the gofpel, that his exceffive applica- 
’ tion was thought to have brqught on him the pajnful dif- 
order under which he labored in his laft ficknefs. Often 
when he labored under bodily infirmities, which pre- 
vented him from public duty, he would commonly fay, 
« IfT could but preach, I fhould be much better.” As 
he was once riding with an intimate friend by Zyburn, 
which he had never feen, or never diftinguifhed before, 
he atked,—‘* What that was?” And being told it was 
Tyburn, where fo many malefactors had been put to 
death, he topped his horfe, and faid, with great emotion, 
~—“ Oh, what a shame is it, that fo many thoufands 
fhould die for the fatisfaction of their lufts, and fo few 
be found willing to Jay down their lives for Chri / Wh: 
fhould not we, in fo good a caufe, and upon a good calf, 
be regdy to be hanged for Fefus Chri? It would be 
our everlafting honor. It isa thoufapd times better to 
be hanged or Gurne for Chrif, than ta dig in our beds.” 

He was remarkable tor meeknefs and tendernefs of 
heart ; and his patience was fo eminent, that he might be 
celebrated as a fecond Fob ; fince many who faw him in 
the racking pains of his lait ficknefs, were confident that 
GOD had put and kept him in that furnace to be a pat- 
tern of patience to pofterity. When he was afked, how 
he did; he frequently anfwered in the following man- 
ner :—“* The bufh always burning, but not coniumed. 
Though my pains be too great for the ftrength of nature, 
they are not too great for the fupports of grace.” 

Tt may not be unprofitable to give a {pecimen of the 
effufions of his heart in expoftulation and prayer, in the 
midft of this affliction —“* O, my GOD, faid he, help. 
Father of mercies, pity. Do not contend for ever. 
Confider my frame, that f am but duit. My GOD, that 
made heaven and earth, help me. Oh, give me patience, 
and inflié& what thou wilt. If my patience was more, 
my pain would be lefs, Dear Saviour, where are thy 
bowels? Why doft thou make me an aftonifhment to 
myfelf and others? Why hat thou covered thyfelf with 
athick cloud, that our prayers fhould not pals through ? 

Bifed 
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Baia is the man that endureth temptation. Lord, this is a 
fad temptation: Stand by me, and fay, It is enough. 
‘Am T not thy fervant? Confider, Lord, thit Tam thy 
fervant. O, thefe waters of Marab/ Lord, drop fweet 
comfort into thefe bitter waters! © the blood of {prink- 
Jing! Lord, the blood of fprinkling! Lord, that ‘blood 
which extinguifheth the fire of thine anger! O that it 
may allay my burning pains! I am in a fiery furnace. 
Lord, be with me as thou wert with the three chiidren, 
and bring me out refined from fin! When, while failing 
through the -ocean of thefe pains, I look back; I fee 
that_none of them can be wanting. I flee to thee, O 
GOD: Hide me under the fhadow of thy wings till 
thefe terrible ftorms be overpait.” 

GOD added humility as a crown to all his other 
graces. He was indeed cloathed with humility. And hence 
tt was, that he would converfe fo famijiarly with the 
pooreft chriftians, and with thofe of the loweft parts for 

nowledge, even with babes in Chri, The ordinary 
terms in which he addreffed the throne of grace for him- 
felf were,—“ I am a poor worm, a finful wretch, Q 
pardon my tranfgreffions, for they are very great.” And 
in his will he has thefe words: “I defire that at m 
funeral there may be no pomp, but that fo poor an 
worthlefs a worm may be privately laid in the ground. 
He was confident that mercies were mingled with the 
fierceft paroxyfms of his diftemper; and did not doubt 
but every thing he fuffered would be fan@ified to him. 
~+“* Confider, faid he, and fave me; for I am thine. 
How long, how long, Lord, fhall I not be remembered ? 
But I am remembered, bleffed be thy name. This ‘is 
a fiery chariot, but “it will carry me to heaven, Bleffed 
be GOD, who hath fupported me hitherto. And he 
who hath delivered will yet deliver, Thou, Lord, never 
forgetteft them who put their truft in thee.” When ever 
the extremity of a paroxyfm was paffed, finiles returned 
on his countenance, and he fpake of the mercies of GOD: 
Though he trembled when his pains began, he faid with 
confidence,—‘* Now, in the ftrength of the mighty 
GOD, I will undergo them. O, my GOD, under- 
neath put everlafting arms, and firengthen me!” 

As he drew nearer his diffolution, his pains became 
more violent; but to the praife of that grace which 
continually fuccoured him, they never abated either his 
faith or his patience.— Omy GOD, faid he, break 
open the prifen doors, and let my poor captive foul £ 
free: But enable me willingly to wait thy time, I del 
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to be diffolved. Never was any man more defirous of 
fife, than I am of death. When will that time come, 
when. I fhall neither fin nor forrow any more? When 
fhall mortality put on immortality? When fhall this 
earthly tabernacle be diffolved, that I may be clothed 
upon with that houfe which is from heaven? Bleffed are 
the dead which die in the Lord, for they refi from their labor's ; 
and follow the Lamb whitherfoever be gocth, Good Lordy 
keep me from difhonoring thy name by impatience. Oh, 
who that knows GOD, would not even in the fires have 
honorable thoughts of him? Who that knows thee, 
would not fear thee, O Lord; and love and honor thee 
continually ? Lord, thou giveft me no occafion to enter- 
tain hard thoughts of thee. Bleffed be. GOD, there is 
nothing of hell in all this, Bleffled be his name for Sift 
Chrift, and the revelation of the everlatting gofpel. Who 
knoweth the power of thine anger > If it be fo heavy on 
thy fervants here, how heavy will thy wrath be on all 
thofe who fhall endure it without mixture hereafter ? 
Bieffed be GOD for the peace of my inward man, while 
my outward man is full of trouble. “This is a bitter cupy 
but it is of my Father’s mixing; and fhall I not drink 
it? Yes, Lord, through thy ftrength I will, This is my 
burden, and I will bear it. O, what a mercy it is, that 
there is any mitigation, any intermiffion! Lord, make me 
thankful!” And in this gracious fpirit he often called to 
thofe who were about him, faying,—‘ O help me to be 
thankful! O lift up a prayer for me, that I may be thank- 
ful! O, what a mercy is this! How much worfe might 
this affiction have been! I might have been diftraéted, 
or laid roaring under anguish of {pirit.” And he often 
faid to a bofom friend,—‘* Brother, through mercy, I 
have not one repining thought againft God.’ 

Several minifters having met in order to {pend a day 
in prayer for him, one of them, his friend Mr. 4/e, 
defired him to fay what in particular he would have them 
Jay before the throne of grace? To which he replied,— 
«Do not complain, but blefs God for me, and intreat 
him to open the prifon door.” Herenpon (fays Mr. 4/2e) 
faying my hand upon his cold hand, covered with a clam- 
my fweat, I took my laft farewel with an aching heart ; 
and, upon my departure from him, thefe were his lait 
words unto me: ‘ Brother, I thank you; I pray GOD 
blefs you, and I biefs GOD for you.” ¢ That day was 
fpent in addrefles to GOD for him at St. Peter's, Cornhill, 
‘where Mr. Newcomen quickened and guided our prayers 
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in his fetmoti from ‘Yobn xi. wherein he infifted efpecially 
upon thefe words : Lord, behold, he whom thou loveft is fick 
ver. 4. And Mr. Fenkyns endeavoured to moderate and 
regulate our fotrows from Luke xxiti.28. Weep not for me. 

* "Thus his friends hhiving by prayers, with praifes (on 
his behalf) given him up to GOD, and having prepared 
their hearts for their lofs of him; the Lord way pleated, 
that evening, to take him unto himfelt, being the firft 
day of Fune, 1654, and in the fifty-fifth year of his age. 
He was buried.in Bermondfey church, Fue the fixth, with 
expreffions of much love from a very great multitude of 
godly perfons, both miniflers and others of feveral ranks 
and conditions, who attended his corpfeto the grave. B 
reafon of much ftudy, and manifold employments in his 
calling, he was filled with various bodily diitempers from 
his youth. In the latter part of his time, he was for 
fundry years exercifed frequently with the painful dif- 
eafes of the gout and the ftone. Notwithftanding the 
teiteration of thefe tormenting pains, he attended upon 
his miniftry both ac home and abroad, while he was able 
to creep into the pulpit, or to crawl unto the congrega- 
tion. As for his abilities, he was an univerfal fcholar, 
both in the arts and original languages ; by much ftud 
he had digefted the whole body of divinity, he was well 
acquainted hoth with the fchoolmen and the fathers, a 
good difputant, judicious in cafes of confeience, and fe- 
cond unto none in acquaintance with the holy {cripture. 

“He had much intereit in the hearts of perfons of 
chiefeft places and power in the nation ; for the plainnefs 
of his {pirit, together with the power of godlinefs (which 
did thine in his converfation) gained him much authority 
in the confciences of all forts with whom he converted, 
whether in the city or country, And his opportunities ot 
fervice were many, not only in Soxthwark, but alfo in Lon- 
don, Wiefiminfier, and Suey where he had much employ- 
ment. We read when Dorcas was dead, that the wrdou's 
fisud weeping, and fhewing the coats which fhe had made, Atis 
ix. 39. and that upon Pawi’s departure the people wept, 
becaufe they fhould fee bis face no more, Aas xx. 38. And 
is there not reafon that we fhould be in like manner af- 
feted, remembering how truth hath been defended, 
error confuted, holinefs cheriflied, wickednets checked, 
the caufe of the poor pleaded, and the violence of fome 
paftionate Spirits allayed by Mc. #bitaker ? But now this 
able, public-fpirited man muft he ferviceable on earth 
no more; now we fhall not be edified by his miniftry 

any 
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any more, nor warmed by his prayers any more, nor 
cheered by his company and conference any more. But 
let us moderate our forrow by this following confidera- 
tion : That our friend /Vbitaker is not dead, but fleepeth, 
For this affureth us both of his prefent eafe, and future 
refurrection. Now being aileep he is well; he refleth 
(as ina bed) and we fhall not fee his pale face, his weep~ 
ing eyes, his trembling hands, any more; we fhall no 
more hear his deep groans and doleful lamentations. He 
is fatlen afleep in the Lord, and he and we fhall have 2 
better meeting at the general refurreétion than ever here~ 
tofore, and then fhall we ever bc with the Lord; there- 
fore let us comfort one another with thefe words, 1 Theffr 
iy. 15, 18. Thus far Mr, foc, who preached his funeral 
fermon, and wrote the narrative of his life. lt is but 
juitice to the memory of this excellent Perfon, to add 
fome teftimonies of him by other excellent men, who 
knew him, 

Mr, Leigh fays of him, He was my worthy friend, a 
learned and pious divine of the afenby lately dead, who 
was a man mighty in the fcriptures. of a humble melting 
fpirit, laborious in his minifterial funétion, zealous for 

OD's glory, and wonderfully patient in all the time of 
his heavy affiftion. Mr. Gataker, in his letter to Mr. 
Baxter, Yays, ‘ My next neighbour, Mr. Whitaker, not 
coming fhort of that other (Ur. Hill] either for picty or 
fedulity in the work of the Lord: —-A mirror of pa- 
tience amidét thofe extremities of pains that the Lord, for 
a long time, exercifed him with :—A precious man, and 
the lofs of him much lamented by all the pious in thefe 
parts, Ah, how many fuch ufeful inftruments, far 

ounger perfons than myfelf, hath the Lord taken away 
in the midft of their days, in the prime of their ftrength, 
when they might further have been very ferviceable to 
his people, having much need of fuch in thefe loofe un- 
fettled times.” Mr. Semuel Fifher, in his Love-token for 
Mourners, teaching fpiritual dumbnefs and fubmifion 
under GOD"s farting rod, p. 25,26. € It is a glorious 
fight, and the name of GOD is exalted by it, to fee a 
child of GOD keep his ground, and stand unfhaken when 
the winds are high, and the rough billows beat upon him, 
J had the happinefs to fee fuch a fight (and 1 blefs GOD 
I faw it with wonder and thankfulnefs) in the bleffed and 
renowned rock and pillar of the church Mr. Whitaker, in 
whom patience had the conqueft over the moft racking 
torments that I have known lying upon any faint in this 
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age. As of Fob, (Fam. v. 26.) fo it may well be faid of 
him, in after-times, Have you net heard of the patience g 
W bitaker ? How illuftrious did the grace of GO 
make this faint of GOD! How glorious was GOD 
himfelf in the grace which was given to this faint, by 
which he ftood fo invincibly in his fharp encounters !? 


eet 


THOMAS GATAKER, B.D. 


IHOMAS GATAKER, properly GATACRE, 

I was defcended of the antient family of Gatacre, 
of Gatacre-hall, in Shropfbire; which enjoyed the fame 
eftate and manfion, in an uninterrupted fucceffion, from 
the time of K. Edward the confeffor, His father, Mr. 
Thomas Gataker, being a younger fon of his father 
William Gatacre, was bred to the law; and, while a 
ftudent in the Yempie, he frequently vifited fome re- 
lations then high in place and power; by which means 
he was fometimes prefent at the examinations and 
fevere treatinent of thote, who fuffered perfecution for 
rightecufuefs fake ; and obferving their meeknefs and pa-~ 
tience, and with what evidence of truth and refolution 
of mind, they maintained faith and a good confcience, 
he was fed to feek their GOD and their happineis, 
His parents perceiving the change, fent him to Pucain 
in Flanders, and, in order effeGtually to win him back 
to the popifh perfuafion, fettled upon him an eftate 
in Teafe of an hundred pounds a year; but, like 
St. Paui, he counted all outward advantages nothing 
in comparifon of the knowledge of Fefus Chrift : Which, 
when his father underftood, he recalled him, and in 
great anger revoked his own voluntary grant; and al- 
though the fon had it in his power to retain it, yet 
haying learned that excellent leffon of felf-denial, and 
forfuking all to follow Chriff, he readily gave up that 
which had been only the bait for his apoftacy. GOD, 
avho hath faid, When father and mosher forfake thee, J 
will take thee up, (Pfal. xxvii, 10.) raifed him friends, 
by whofe advice and fupport he purfued his itudies 
at Oxford till he was of a proper age and judged 
duly “qualifed to enter into holy orders. He was 
then appointed domeftic chaplain to Robert earl of 
segfer, and foon after induéted into the benefice a 
St 
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St, Edmund's in Lombard fircet, London: Where, having 
married Adargaret Piget, a young lady of a worthy fa- 
mily in Hertford{tire; he had, befides other children, 
Thamas the fubjeét of the following memoirs, who was 
born the fourth of September, in the year 1574. 

Both in childhood and youth, he thewed great ea- 
gernefs for learning, and through all the exercifes of 
the grammar fchools, he overcame the difficulties, 
which that age, deftitute of many helps enjoyed in 
later times, had to ftruggle with, and outitripped many 
that ran in the fame courfe; fo that, what Cregory 
Naniauzen faid of the great afl, might be averted of 
him, that * he held forth learning beyond his age, and 
“fedatenefs of manners more confiderable than his 
* learning.’ At fixteen years of age, his father entered 
him in St. Jobn’s-college, in Cambridge, and about three 

ears afterwards deceafed, (in 1593) who, though he 
left him not wholly defticute, yet not fufficiently pro~ 
vided long to continue his frudies there. But GOD 
(who hath engaged his truth and mercy to the up- 
right, and alfo to their feed, P/ul. cxii. 1, 2.) provided 
means for him, having, in his purpofe and grace, de- 
figned him to be an inftrument of great fervice to his 
church, Thus the fruit was not nipped in its pro- 
mifing bud, by the froft of want. He was foon chofen 
fcholar of St. “Fobr’s, not merely from favor, but merit, 
upon proof of his genius and learning ; and here he con- 
tinued his ftudies with unwearied Eiligence and happy 
fuccefs, till, with a proficiency anfwerable to his degrees 
he proceeded mafter of arts with uncommon applaufe. 
His conftantly attending upon the Greek leGtures of the 
very learned Mr. 7. Bois, who delivered them in bed 
to certain young ftudents who preferred antelucana ftudia 
to their reft and eafe, is a fpecimen of his induftry at 
college. ‘Fhe notes of thefe prelections he kept as a 
treafure, and being vifited by Mr. Bois many years after, 
he produced them, to the no fmall joy of the old man, 
who profeffed himfelf to -be made fome years younger 
by that entertainment About this time commenced that 
clofe friendthip between our Author, and that faithful 
minifter Mr, Stock which continued till the death of the 
latter, as appears by the teftimony given him at his 
funeral. The foundation of Sydncy-college being aid 
about this time, our Acthor’s learning and piety re- 
ceived a particular atteftation from the truftees of the 
Soundrefe’s will, archbidhon: Pritgift, and Dr. Goodman, 
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dean of Hefner, who, in virtue of their truft, ap- 
pointed Mr, Garwker a fellow of that fociety, before 
the building was finithed. This college was founded by 
Frances, countels of Suffez, and fifter to Sir Henry Sydney, 
deputy of Ireland, whence it is called Sydncy Sufféx~ 
college. The tirit flone was laid Afay 20, 1590, and the 
whole fabric was finifhed in three years. Fudler's Hiftory 
of Cambridge. 

In the interim he went into Effex, as tutor to the eldeft 
fon of Mir. afterwards Sir Wiliam Ayloff of Berkfled, 
who himielf learned Hebrew of him at the fame time. 
During his refidence here, at the requeft of Nirs. Aylof, 
he ulually expounded a portion of fcripture to the 
family every morning, wherein, after rendering the 
text into Engii/b from the original language, he ex- 
plained the fenfe of it, and concluded with jome ufeful 
obfervations. This exercife was a very fuitable pre- 
paration for holy orders, and it was not long before 
he became, by that qualification, an authorifed teacher : 
Dr, Stern, then fuffragan biflop of Colchefter, bei 
nearly related to the miftrefs of the family, appined, 
in a Vifit to be prefent at one of thefe performances, 
and being ftruck with admiration, inftantly exhorted 
the expounder to enter into the priefthood, and offered 
him his affiftance ta that end. This advice being feconded 
by the reverend Mr. Alzcy, formerly his tutor, and pufh- 
ed hy the reiterated follicitations of the bifhop, at length 
prevailed, ard Mr. Gataker was ordained by that fuffra- 
gin. It may be added, tbat in the fpace o: oes he 
went through all the prophets in the Old Teflament, 
and all the apoftolica) epiftles in the New; and when the 
bifhop heard him, he was upon the firft chapter of St. 
Punts epittle to the Ephofians. This ftep was conform- 
able to the ftatutes of his new college, and as foon as 
the building was finifhed, about the ‘year 1599, he be-~ 
took himteli, as his duty required, to the ftation af- 
figned him there, and became an eminent tutor. At the 
fame time, he engaged in a defign, then fer on foot, 
of preaching in fuch places adjacent to the univertity, 
as were delitute of able minifters. In performing this 
engagement he preached every Sunday at Everton, a vil- 
lage upon the borders of Cumbridgefhire, Bedford and 
Hluntingden, the vicar of which pariih was faid to be one 
hundred and thirty years old. He had net executed 
this charitable office above fix months, when he grew 


uneafy in the univerfity, and following the advice of 
tr. 
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Mr. Afbien, formerly another of his tutors, he went 
to Léndon, and refided as chaplain in the family of Sir 
William Cook, at Charing-crofs, to whofe lady he was 
nearly related in blood. ‘This fituation made him known 
to feveral perfons of rank and fortune, and, among others, 
to fome principal members of Lincoln's-inn; where the 
preacher’s place becoming vacant, thofe gentlemen offered 
him their affitance to obtain it, alledging it might be 
eafily compaffed by the interett of lord chicf juitice 
Popham, who they knew hid a great refpeét for Mr. 
Gataker, as well on his own account, as that of his fa- 
ther, who had been his lordthip’s intimate friend and 
contemporary in the ftudy of the law. Bur all impor- 
tunities availed nothing, till Dr. Afontague, matter of 
Sydney-college, going on {ome occafion to London, became 
acquainted with the propofal, and was fo much plesfed 
at hearing it, that he laid afide the thoughts he had of 
inviting Mr, Gataker back to college to read an Hebrew 
JeGture, which had a falary annexed to it by lord Har- 
rington ; prefled him with arguments and authority ; en- 
couraged him againft his own diffidence; and gained him 
at Jaft to content, that lors Popham fhould recommend 
him to the fociety, without any fuit made by himtelf. 
He was then about twenty-fix years of age, young in- 
deed, and younger in appearance, infomuch, that, a little 
before, preaching in Sir William Cook's parith church of 
St, Aartin’s in the fields, it happened that Mr. Ley, 
afterwards earl of Mar/torough, and lord treafurer, being 
prefent with his lady, fhe on their return home, afked an 
old fervant who attended them to church, How he liked 
the preacher ? ¢ Why truly (fays the feilow) he’s a pretty 
pert boy, but he made a reafonable good fermon.’ Not 
many weeks after, Mr. Ley returning from Lincoln’s-inny 
fays to his wife, ¢ I will tefl i fome news, that young 
man whom you heard at St. Martin's, is chofen leGturer 
at Lincoln's-inn? This being heard by the old fervant 
who ftood by, § What, (fays he) will the benchers be 
taught by fach a boy as he?’ 

‘Thus he became preacher at L‘reodn’s-inn about the year 
1601, where he thought it isis duiy co refide Juring term 
time, when he was obliged to attend the chapel; but in 
the vacations he went down to Sir William Cock’s feat 
at Northampton/pire, and conftantly preached there, either 
in their private chapel or tas parifa-church. ‘This ki.d- 
nefs did not pafs urewarded by that religious pair, who 
afterwards, in confideration of thefe pains freely rahe 
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fettled upon Mr. Gateker an annuity of twenty pounds a 
year; which, however, after fome years he remitted to 
the heir of that fumily, forbearing to infift upon the 
tight he had, and forbidding his executors to claim 
any arrears thereof. 

In 1603, he commenced bachelor of divinity, and 
‘was afterwards often folicited to proceed to that of 
dodtor of divinity; but he declined it. He did not 
at all approve of pluralities, and, upon that principle, 
refufed a confiderable benefice in Kent, which was of- 
fered him by Sir William Sedley, while he held this place 
at Lincoln’s-inn. But having entered into matrimony 
in 1611, he guitted that place for the rectory of 
Rotberbithe in Garrey. Yet he yielded to the accep- 
tance of this living only in the view of keeping it 
out of the hands of a very unworthy perfon. Sir 
Henry Hobart, then attorney-general, and Sir Randolph 
Crew, then king’s ferjeant, afterwards lord chief juftice, 
were his friends on this occafion, both of Lincoln’s- 
inn: But the report of his removal was no welcome 
news to that fociety, fome of whom, in order to keep 
him there, offered an enlargement of his maintenance 5 
and others reprefented the confiftence of holding both 
places by the help of an affiftant. Thefe were motives 
to become a pluralift, which, therefore, had no weight 
with him; and though he was afflicted with almoft 
perpetual head-ach, yet he conftantly difcharged the 
duties of this poh. ‘This was the more extraordinary, 
as the falary of Lincoln’s-inn was at firft but forty pounds 
a year, and never exceeded fixty. It is worth notice, 
that the change of the leCture for Sundays from feven 
o'clock in the morning to the ufual hour of morning fer- 
yice, was occafioned by one of Mr. Gataker’s fermons, 
whercin he obferved, that it was as lawful for the huf~ 
bandman to follow his tillage, as for counfellors to confer 
with their clients, and give advice upon that day; and 
the H’edaefday's leture was alfo transterred, at the fame 
time, to Sunday in the afternoon. He had been troubled 
with the head-ach from his youth, fo that it was be- 
come habitual to him, and thence perhaps lefs incon- 
veniently felt, °Yis certain it did not hinder him from 
reaping the fruits of his genius; which, by a continual 
application from his youth, was not lefs habitual to 
him. Of this he gave a fpecimen in two letters to 
archbifhop Ufper, from Rotherhithe, in 1616, and_ 1617, 
concerning fome curious manufcripts of the ote 
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Robert Grofthead, bithop of Lincoln, and others*. *Tis 
true fome miftakes therein are corrected by his corref- 
pondent 





* « Good Sir, Health in Chri, 

* Prefuming on your kindnefs hewn me at your being in thefe 
parts, together with your ingenuous difpofition ocherwife, I am bold 
to requell a further courtely from you. Ihave in my hands a manu- 
feript, containing, among others, certain treatifes, which I cannot yet 
learn to haye been printed ; to wit, Gulielni de Sanélo Amore; de pe- 
riculis novifimorum temporum ; as also divers things of Robert Grofled, 

e of Lincolu ; viz. An Oration delivered in writing to the pope 
at Lions; (whereof I find a piece recorded in Catalyus Teflium) ex- 
cerpta quedam ex ejufdem Epiflis; traétatus de oculo morali ; de mode 
confitendi ; @ fermones quidam. Some of thefe, peradventure, if they 
be not abroad‘already, might not be unworthy to fee the light: Nor 
fhould I be unwilling, if they hould be fo elteemed, to bend iny poor 
and weak endeavors that way; but of that oration to the pope, certain 
Yines, not many, are pared away in my copy, though f0 as the fenfe 
of them may be guelled, and gathered from the context : And in the 
other treatfes there are many faults, that cannot eafly or potty, fome 
of them, without help of other copies, be amended. My detire is to 
underftand from you, whether at your being here in Eugland (for L 
wot well how careful you was to make inquiry after fuch monuments) 

‘ou lighted upon any of thei, and where, or in whole hands they were, 
"here ave belides i this manufeript a Commentary on Aigujine de 
Givitate Deis and 2 Pofiil on Eeclefaftes, with a Treatile De Modo 
Pradicandi; but thele two imperfett, of namelefs authors: Befid 
Gulielm. Parif. de Prebendis, @ Malachie Minorith. de veneno fpi- 
rituali + Which two lait I underitand to have been publithed. 

« T thould be glad to hear, as many others defite, that the fecond 

art of your painful and profitable tafk, fo generally applauded, and no 
Fits greedily expected, were preparing, or fully prepared for the prefs, 
and much more to fee it abroad. Works of thar kind are in theft times 
very feafonable ; nor deferve any better of GOD's chureb than thofe that 
deal foundly, and learnedly in them, among whom yourfelf, as not a 
few acknowledge, may well clair: a prime place: Your labors both in 
that kind, and others, the Lord bleis, and continue unto you life and 
ficength, to be long an initrument to his glory, and of his church's 














« Your's affured in the Lord, 
Rotherbith, Martii 18, 1616. “ Thomas Gataker* 


« Right Reverend, 

“© My duty to your lordthip remembered. This meffenger fo fitly 
offering himfelf unto me, xibeit it were the Sabbath Even, and I cait 
behind’hand in my fudics by abfence from home, yet T eould not but 
in a line or two falute your lordthip, and thereby fignify my continued 
and deferved remembrance of you, and hearty defire of your welfare. 
By this time I prefume your lordthip is fertled in your weighty charge 
of over-light, wherein I beftech the Lorin mercy to blels your labors 
und endeavors, to the glory of his own name, and the good of his 
charch, never more than in our times repugned and oppofed by mighty 
and malicious adverfaries both at home and abroad: Never in foreign 
puts generally more dittratted and diftreffed than at the prefent, Out 
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pondent, who, however, thought the whole very worthy 
of his notice; and they are mentioned here, chiefly as 
they thew at once both his own modefty and erudition, 
as well as the efteem which that Tearned archbifhop had 
for him. All this however paffed in private, his modeft 
being yet unconguerable by any. folicitations to publi 
any thing from the prefs ; but this backwardnefs was at 
length fabdued in 1619, 

le had, it feems, in fome of his difcourfes at Lin- 
col’'s-inn, delivered ‘his opinion concerning lots and lot- 
teries, and fhewn the lawfulnefs of the luforious, and the 
anlawfulnefs of divinatory lots; this being mifrepre- 
fented by fome of his auditors or others, who by requeft 
had feen the MS, and the Author moreover abufed and 
traduced on this account, forced him out into the public 
in his own defence, as the beft, if not the only, way to 
clear himfelf from thofe unjuft and undeferved afperfions. 
In this principle he publifhed his “ Difcourfe of the na- 
ture and ufe of Lots, a treatife hiftorical and theological 
in 1619,” 4to. This piece made a great noife in the 


of France daily news of murders and mafiacses, cities and towns taken, 
and all forts put to the fword. Nor ave thofe few that fland out yet, 
likely to hold Jong again the power of fo great a prince, having 
no fuccors from without. 

« Tn the Palatinate likewile all is reported to goto ruin, Nor do 
the Hollanders fit, for ought I fee, any furer, the rather for that the coals 
that have here been heretofore kindled againit them, about tran{porta- 
tion of coin, and the fine impofed for it, the quarrels of the Eaj-dndies, 
the command of the Narrow Seas, the interrupting of the trade into 
Flanders, &c. ace daily more and more blown upon, and fire beginneth 
to break out, which 1 pray God do not burn up both them and us too. 
doubt not, worthy Sis, but you fee as well, yes much better, I fappofe, 
than myfelf, and many others, as being able further to pieree into the 
Rate of the times, and the confequence of thefe things ; what need the 
forlorn flock of Chrif hath of hearts and hands to help co repair her 
ruins, and to fence that part of the fold that as yet is not fo openly 
broken in upon, againit the incurions of fuch ravenous wolves, as having 
prevailed fo frecly azainft the other parts, will not in likelihood leave 
it alio unaffaulted : As alfo what need the hath, if ever, of prayers and 
tears (he: antient i armor) unto him, whi hath the hearts and 
hands of ali men in his baad, and whofe help (our only hope, as things 
now ftand) is oft-times then moft prefent, when all human helps aud 
hopes do fail. But thefe lamentable occurents carry me further than 
I pwrpoled when I pat pen to paper. I thall he right glad to hear of 
your lordthip’s health and welfare, which the Lord vouchfafe to con- 
tinue; gladder to fee the remainder of yous former learned, and la~ 
Dorious work abroad. The Lord blefs and proteS& you: And thus 
ready to do your lordthip any fervice I may in thefe parts, I reft 

« Your lerdhip’s to be commanded in the Lord, 
Rotherbith, September 29, 1621. “ Thomas Gataker.” 
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world, and drew him afterwards into a controverfy. But 
before that happened, he made a tour through the Low 
Countries in company with two friends, and a nephew of 
his then a young ftudent. They fet out Fily 13, 1620, and 
arriving at Middleburgh in Zealand, Mr. Gataker preached 
in the Engli/b church there, to their great fatisfaction, and 
in his travels confuted the Erglifh papifts in Flanders. 
His mother, who was then alive, was apprehenfive of 
fome mifchief befalling him, as he was a known adver- 
fary to the Popifh caufe, but he returned with his com~ 
panions fafe on the 14th of Auguf following, having 
viewed the moft confiderable places in the Low Countries. 

During this fhort fay he had an opportunity of feein, 

the diltreffed ftate of the Proteftants in Holland, witl 
which he was fo much affected, that he even thought it 
behoved the Englif> to give up fome national interefts 
then difputed by them, for fear of ruining the Proteftant 
caufe; which fhews him to be not fo much of a politician 

as of a pious divine *, 

Some time after his arrival at Rotherhithe, feveral ob- 
jections being made to his vindication of Inforious lots, 
e publifhed, in 1623, a defence, &c. of it againft Mr. 
Balmford. This defence was owing, in fome meafure, 
to the behaviour of Mr. Balmford and his friends, who 
had fpread a report that the dotor, by whom Mr. Ge- 
taker’s book was licenfed, was fenfible of the wrong done 
to Mr. Balmford, and had declared, that if the treatife 
on lots was to be licenfed again, he would not do it, 
‘Thefe {peeches feem indeed to be made for Dr. Featly, 
who was the licenfer as archbifhop’s chaplain. How- 
ever, it is certain that gentleman, though he agreed with 
our Author’s opinion, and allowed him to have proved it 
beyond exception, yet did not approve the prudence of 
his conduét in publifhing it to the world, and advifed 
him not to carry it any further, but rather employ his 
pen aguinft popery {. This advice had its due cee, 
and 






* See the Englifo tranflation of Seiden’s Mare Claufum, by order of 
the Jong parliament, and the appendix, 


sad ot Featly’s words are worth remembering. ¢ To deliver you my 
judgement and advice in a word, fays he, fatis fallum oft, you have Gifted 
this point of lots to the bran. Let me advile you hereafter, nom re~ 
tiprocare terram contentionis de fadis fortiariis, bout rather employ 
your able pen againit the forcerers of Exypt, now abounding in every 
Piss and making advanrage of the leat difference among us, who 
iold the Jike precious faith, purged from the drofe of their fupe 
Qq tions.” 
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and the following year-our Author printed a piece againf 
tranfubftantiation ; and his fhort catechifim came out the 
fame year. 1n 1640, and the following years, he engaged 
in the controverfy concerning juftification ; and being ap- 
pointed one of the aflembly of divines who met at Wc/?- 
minfler, he gave his atcendance there, and among other con- 
ferences offered the reafons for his opinion about the lait- 
mentioned article ; but the point being determined by the 
majority againft his fenfe, he fubmitted and fubfcribed 
the covenant alfo, though he had declared his opinion in 
favor of epifcopacy, that is, for what is called mode- 
rate epifcopacy, denying the diftinétion of that order 
from that of Prefbyters, and divefing the prelates of 
their baronies, and feats in the hovfe of lords, and abo- 
lifhing the reft of the hierarchy. Apolog. Difcourfe. 
Where he profeffes that he was never an advocate for 
the power and f{plendor of the prelate, but on the other 
hand, had ever inclined to a moderate epifcopacy: That 
as for the fake of doing good in his generation, he had 
{ubmitted to the bifhops, fo when they were taken away 
by the fupreme power, he bad fubmitted to that likewife, 
but never fought any, on the contrary had refufed, pre- 
derment from both ides. He engaged likewife with the 
affembly in writing annotations upon the bible, wherein 
thofe upon Taiah, Feremiah, and the Lamentations, tell 
to his fhare, which, in the opinion of Mr, Calamy, are 
exceeded by no commentator, antient or modern, on 
thofe books, In the mean time, upon the removal of 
Dr. Comber, he was offered the maflerthip of Trinity- 
cellege in» Cambridge, by the earl of Manchefter ; but he 
declined it on account of his health. 

However the ill ftate thereof did not hinder him from 
profecuting his ftudies. Though confined to his cham- 
ber, be drew up his treatife, ¢ de Nomine Tetragram- 
mats,” in defence of the common way of pronouncing the 
word Febouh in England *. This was printed at London, 


1645, 


tions.” Mr. Balmford too, in his preface, had exclaimed in thefe 
terme: © How will gamofters infult the {crupulous, now they have 
fo learned a patron of their gaining.” Several ohjedtions were also made 
to the treatife of lots by foreigners, in anfwer to whom our Author 
publithed, Thome Gatakeri Londinatis Antithefis partim Gulielmi Amafi, 
partir Gifoerti Voctii de forte thefbus repofita, Lond. 1637. gta. 


© Tt.was reprinted in bis Opera Critica in 1698, and again with fe- 
vrai diflertations by different authors, upon the tame fubjedt in 1707, 
jirian Reland, under the following title, Decas exervitationuan 
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1645, and was followed the enfuing year by another dit- 
courle, & de dipthongis five bivecalibus,” wherein he endea- 
vors to fhew that there are no dipthongs, and that two 
vowels can ‘never unite in fuch a manner as to form one 
fyllable $. Mr. Feb Saltmarsh having publithed a trea~ 
tife, the preceding year, in defence of the Antinomian 
do@trine, concerning * free grace;’ our Author this 
year, 1646, wrote ananfwer to it, entitled, * A miftake 
or mifconftruétion removed, ce.” wherein he ridicules 
that affectation cf quaint witticifms then in vogue, in 
treating theological fubje@s, obferving, to ufe his own 
words, “That it feemed a thing much to be feared, 
that the courfe affeéted by fome, and mnch delighted 
in by others, of extracting divinity in a kind of chymical 
way, into quaint and curjous, but groundiefs and wfelefs 
fpeculations, and (as he ventures to call them) even chi+ 
merical conceits, would, if it held on, as much corrupt 
the fimplicity of the gofpel and the doétrine of faith, as 
ever the quirks and quillets of the old fchoolmen did.” 
In 1647 he recovered in ftrength fo far as to be able to 
go to church, and he ventured into the pulpit, where in 
preaching he burfi a vein in his Jungs, the mitchief of 
which was however prevented for the prefent, by Jetting: 
blood, and he fvon after refumed his preaching ; but this 
threw him into a relapfe of {pitting blood, which, though 
relieved again by opening a vein, made the pulpit duty 
too dangerous. “Yet he continued to adminifter the fa- 
craments, and to give his ufual fhort difcourfes at fune- 
rals, fuitable to the occafion, Reing thus difabled to 
preach, he fupplied that defect as far as poffible, by pub- 
difhing feveral learned works, moft of which, befides 
others already mentioned, were printed, among his 
Opera Critica, at Utrecht, in 1668, fol. 
He was the firft of the forty-feven minifters who, in 
1648, fubfcribed the remonftrance to the army and the 
eneral, againft the defign of trying and executing the 
ing. He was not at all pleated with the principles and 
proceedings of the independent faétion, which prevailed 
then, and afterwards; and declared his opinion in de- 
fence of the doétrine and difcipline of the Prefbyterian 





pbilefophicarum de vera pronuntiatione nominis Feboval, quarum 
quingue prioves Fob. Drufii, Sextini Amame, Lud. Capelli, Fob. Buix- 
lorfii, & Fac. Altingii, ePionem nominis Febovab impugnant, pofie- 
riores quingue, Nic. Fuller, The. Gatakeri, © terne Job. Leujdeni 
tuentur, 
J This alfo was seprinted in his Opera Critica. ; 
Qq2 polity, 
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polity, both in private conferences, and openly from the 
pulpit. Among thefe he had fome friends fill in power, 
that maintained him in the poffefion of his legal rights. 
But as foon as it appeared that he was rather fufpected 
than countenanced by the ftate, fome of his parifhioners 
refufed payment of their fhare of the compofition for the 
tythes of their houfes, which, upon an amicable law- 
fuit, had been decreed him in the court of Exchequer, 
and in fatisfaGtion for which, he confented to accept of 
401, per ann. ‘This refufal he bore with patience, and, 
diverting himfelf in his fudy, produced feveral other 
learned works; among which his edition of * Marcus 
Ameoninuss Meditations, with his preliminary ditcourfe 
of the philofophy of the Stoics, and commentary* ,” 
is moft cfteemed. 

Before this time, being unable to perform the duties of 
his living, he was very willing to refign, and preffed it 
for feveral years together ; and what aggravated his mif- 
fortunes, in 1653 he was drawn into a difpute with 
William Lilly, the famous aftrologer, about the certainty 
of his art, which he had maintained was revealed to 
mankind by the good angels, Our Author in his anno- 
tations upon Jeremiah, taking notice of this profanenefs, 
had ufed the aftrologer a little roughly, calling him 
«blind buzzard, &c.” In return to this, Mr. Lilly, 
in his © Annus tencbrofus, refle&ed upon the divine; 
to which our Author replied, in ‘* A Vindication of the 
«¢ Annotations, &c.” Lond. 1653, gt. It feems he 
had thought proper, before he publifhed this piece, to 
confult Mr. Henry Briggs (with whom he had Been ace 
quainted while that gentleman was mathematical lec- 
turer in St. ‘fobr's-college, Cambridge, and afterwards at 
Grefbam) for his opinion in the point, whereupon the 
profeflor returned a very round and ready anfwer, that 
he conceived it to be a mere fyitem of groundlefs cons 
eeits. To this Mr. Lilly printed an anfwer, wherein he 
charged his antagonift with covetoufnefs and proftitutin, 
his function to worldly views, our Author wrote a ‘ dif- 
courfe apologetical,” vindicating himfelf from thofe ca- 
fumnies. ‘lhis led him to give an account of feveral 
tranfaétions of his fife, and how he came by his pre- 


The preliminary difcourfe was reprinted in his Opera Critica, and 

avain in the edition of Marcus in 1697, by Stanhope, who obferves, 

they are an excellent repertory of the morality of the Stoics, which, 

he. Mr, Gataker collected with prodigious labor out of the an- 
vients, aut compured with that of the othet Pagan philofophers, 

‘terments. 
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ferments. He was very temperate in his diet and way 
of living, which was afl the reafon Lily had for charging 
him with avarice. Yer the aftrologer in defence of his 
craft, perfecuted him after his death. ‘This lait men- 
tioned piece was publifhed in 1654, 4fo. and the fame 
year being feized with a fainting fit on Friday night Fuly 
the feventh, as Mr. dfbe fays, or rather the ninth, as 
his fon affures us, about daybreak he was brought to 
himfelf by proper affiftance, but continued very weak, 
and feeble, and fenfible of his approaching end. We 
cannot afford the Reader a better account of his de- 
parture, than in the words of his biographer. * ‘The 
firft ftage to his difeafe (for morbus ef via ad mortem) 
was a fainting fit that furprized him on Friday night, 
‘uly feventh, or rather on Saturday morning July eighth, 
‘This he made no great account of (for he difturbed not 
the reit of a fervant by calling for affiftance) becaufe 
he had at fundry times fuch deliguia or faintings, wherein 
he gave nature leave to work out the victory over thofe 
vapors or vifcous humors that opprefled her. Yet thus 
far he made ufe of it, that he compared his infirmity to 
that of Seneca, which according to his relation, the phy- 
ficians of that age called medilationem mortis, and wifhed 
it might prove to him a preparation for his diffolution. 
‘The inditpofition not ceatn with that fit, difcovered it- 
felf within a fhort time to Ee tertian, which how gentle 
foever, yet falling upon a perfon of his age and crazy 
temper (that had long fupported a weak frame with 2 
very regular courfe of diet) made his condition doubtinl 
to his phyfician, one of learning and wocth, that em~ 
ployed his beft care and fkill about that patient, that he 

fooked on as a confiderable perfon to the whole church, 
© Fuly the feventeenth, having publifhed hi: I, and 
taken fuch order as he thought fit for the fe: at of 
his outward eftate, he compofed himfelf to GOD. His 
tertian, growing too firong for nature and art both, re~ 
folved itfelf into an almoft continued fever, the extreme 
heat whereof was very painful: Yet during thofe cop- 
fi&s he fhewed a fweet calmnefs of mind, a heart weaned 
from the world, to which he had no affection, though 
he had a remembrance exactly ferving for suirieg ais 
charity even to the lait; and in one word, he reprefented 
a foul wholly fubmitting te GOD’s good pleafure. He 
profeft more than once, that no outward thing troubled 
him fo much, as the condition of the reverend minifter 
Mr. Sainthill, who had but lately undertaken Mr, 
Gataker’s 
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Gataker's charge, upon the uncertain title of life, which 
now failing fo early, befides the expectations of his 
friends, that minifter he forefaw was likely to be un- 

fettled, “and to fuffer fome inconvenience. 
© Though friends and phyficians"gave him encourag- 
ing words at vifits, yet he, fenfible of his inward de- 
cays, could not be flattered into vain hopes of long con- 
tinuance, earneftly contending that he was not to expect 
miracles. His expeétation of GOD’s difmiffion was fo 
fixed, that being confulted whether he would appoint 
any one perfon to perform the lait office for him ; he, not 
ftartled at the queftion, appointed Mr. 4fe to be in- 
treated to undertake that work, becaufe he had done the 
fame at his Iaft wife’s funeral. And one opportunity 
Spinal offered itfelf to fet forward that defign: For 
ree the eighteenth, Mr. A/c out of a kind refpeét to 

Ar, Gataker, fent him two funeral fermons preached b: 

him, one at Mr. Whitaker's, the other at Dr. Sprcfiew’ 's 
child’s interment. This gave occafion to Mr. Gataker 
(in the return for that favor) to requeft the laft that he 
could be capable of. Upon the receipt of a letter to that 
purpofe, Mi » Afhe on the Saturday following, vifited his 
dear and dying friend; who then told him, “ Tam now 
conflicting with my laft adverfary, though I believe the 
fting is taken out. Nature will rogele, but ] humbly 
fubmit unto the good pleafure of GOD, I heartily beg 
the pardon of my many fins, efpecially of my want ot 
fedulity and fidelity in my public and private charge, hop- 
ing to be wafhed with Chrif's blood, and _defiring to be 
tranflated out of this reftlefs condition. I expect daily, 
yea hourly, to be tranflated into that everlafting rele 
which GOD hath prepared for them who are interefted in 
his Chrifl, And I pray GOD to blefs you, and his whole 
miniftry every where.” Thefe and other expreffions Mr. 
Afhe wrote down, and related at the end of his fermon, 
That day being the twenty-fecond of uly in the af- 
ternoon, ‘he called for fome papers of Mr. Baxter's, fent 
to him by the author, with a defire of his judgement 
eoncerning them: He wifhed fome fhort notes (for the 
perufal of them had been his laft work) to be read over 
to him, in which fomething he altered; and having dic- 
tated a letter to that his learned and much reverend 
friend, appointed it with the animadverfions enclofed, 
to be fent unto him: So vigorous was his mind in a body 
drooping and dropping into the duft.. He had now given 
ever the ufe of phyfic, as to any prolongation of life, for 
he 
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the faid he would ftruggle no more, becaufe he found, 
that what was preicribed for the refrefhing of nature, 
opprefled it rather, therefore he would wait the Lord’s 
Jeifure. An antient fervant that attended on him, de- 
firing leave to redtify the bedcloaths, and faying withal, 
«Sir, your head doth not He right ;’ he anfwered, ‘ It 
will lie right in my coffin.” “July the twenty-fifth, at 
nine in the morning, death began to feize on his left foot, 
from which the fpirits retiring, he felt the deadnefs of 
that part, and a very fharp pain in the part of the leg ad- 
joining to it. He called for his fon, and told him he 
feared he fhould have a difficult death, He then com- 
manded two furgeons to be fent for to look upon his leg, 
whom he required to tell him, whether or no his foot 
were any whit difcolored. It feems he had conceived 
fome fear of a gangrene, but being fatisfied that there 
could not be any ground for fuch an apprehenfion, he 
refted with patience, In the evening of that day, bein; 
vilited by Mr. Sainthill, and lying in great anguith with 
violence of heat, he prayed for pity and patience, fop- 
port here, and a comfortable iffue. 
¢ Fuly the twenty-fixth, early in the morning, full of 
pain, galping and panting, he cried out, ‘* How long, 
‘© Lord, how long, come fpcedily.” Bur though deat! 
had made an encroachment upon his outward perifhing 
part, yet his inward man felt no decay: For with a 
full ufe of reafon, he that morning ordered the conti- 
nuation of a weekly relief to certain poor, and alfo of 
fome fmall monthly penfions to fome widows for a fea- 
fon, caufed his phyfician to be confulted about taking 
fomething that might procure reft, was erected to a 
more chearful difpofition ; inquired after news, and 
difcourfed freely, yet confeft himfelf to be in pain: 
About three o'clock that afternoon, feeling*fome great: 
change after that putting forth of nature, he called -for, 
hiis fitter, fon and daughter, to receive his Iaft charge: 
thus he fpake unto them; “ My heart fails, and mi 
ftrength fails, but GOD is my fortrefs, and the firong rock 
of my falvation : Into thy hands therefore 1 commend my 
foul ; for thou haft redeemed me, Oh GOD of truth.® 
To his fon he turned his difcourfe thus; Son, you have 
a great charge, look to it, inftraét your wife and family 
in the fear of GOD, and difcharge your miniitry con- 
fcientionfly.” To his fifter, a gentlewoman two years 
older than himfelf, he faid ; © Sitter, I thought you might 
Nave gone before me, but GOD calls for me firft, I hope 
7 we 
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we fliall diet in heavén. I pray GOD blefs you.” His 
daughter he admonifhed to mind the world lefs and GOD 
more, for that all things without piety and the true fear 
of GOD are worth nothing, He advifed that his fon 
Draper (being a man of means) would entertain fome 
diy minifter in his houfe, to teach his children and 
inftruét his family. He exhorted thein all to concord ; 
which he hoped the rather, becanfe he had clearly fettled 
his eftate, fo 2s to prevent differences: He enlarged him- 
{elf in each a little, withing all to Jay to heart the words 
of adying man. After this he defired that all fhould with- 
draw, and leave him to his reft, which he hoped was at 
hand; But all his confli€ts were rtot yet accomplithed. 
JFaly the twenty-feventh, his voice began to be lefs 
intelligible, the putrid preternatural heat having furred 
up his mouth, as is ufual in fevers: Yét his under- 
ffanding and fenfes alfo were very quick and attive. 
About fix o’clock in the evening he called for his fon 
to recommend his foal umto GOD by prayer, and en- 
deavored to exptefs what he defired, but not fo clearly 
as to be well underftood: Yet by his geftures he gave 
affurance, that he underftood rfealy, and concurred 
fervently with the devotions wed on his behalf. Within 
an hour after, nature being quite fpént, he gave up the 
ghoft, and was tranflated inte fhat reft which he fo 
often and earneftly had defired to find in another world, 
beeaufe he could obtain none in this. Thus after the 
forty-three years infpeétion of this pious and dilligent 
paftor of Rotherhithe, he left his flock, returning to the 
great and chief fhepherd of our fouls, from his gracious 
hands to receive an incorruptible crown of glory : And 
of Kis flock I may take up the words of Naziaazen to 
Bafil, concerning the condition of that church whereof 
Gregory's father had been bifhop; ¢ You fee how full of 
fadnels and trouble this deftitute flock appears—making 
jueftion whether ever it fhall enjoy another difcreet fhep- 
herd, but very confident it fhall not receive an equal to 
their deceafed paftor, and tefolved to acquiefce fatisfied in 
thelr lot, if they can obtain one that thal! be not much 
worfe.” For his perfon, the exprefs whereof (though often 
jmportuned by dear friends) hé would never allow to 
be taken éither by pencil or feulpture: He was of a 
thiddle Rature, of a thin bedy, and of a lively counte- 
riancé, ftefi complexion, and looked young when hé 
came to teach at Lincoln’s-inn, and yet was grey betimes, 
that made hic be thought older thar he was, becoale we 
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had long appeared antient in the €ye of the world; of a 
choicely temperate diet; of a free and chearful con+ 
verfation, addicted to ftudy, but not fecluding himfelf 
from fit company ; of a quick apprehenfion, fharp rea- 
fon, folid judgement, vaft miemory, which by GOD’s 
mercy cohtirived freth to the lait of his days: He was 
Bellu librorum, one that did not vainly encreafe his li- 
brary for thew, but chofe books for ufe, which he made 
of them fo happily, that he had conquered a vait 
portion of learning, and made it ferve him upon all oc- 
cafions, He was not fo great a treafurer, as a free dif- 
penitr of thofe riches of the mind, which he did 
communicate readily, expeditely, clearly. He was ait 
ornarhent of the univerfity, and of that fociety defigned 
for the ftudy of law; ‘a light of the church, the falt 
of the place where he abode: A loving hufband, a dif- 
creet parent, a faithful friend, a kind neighbor, a cour- 
teous entertainer of ftrangers, a candid encourager of 
ftudents, a ftout champion for the truth, yet a Jover of 
peace, preferving the unity of charity where there was 
a difference of judgement; an adverfary to novel fancies 
as well as to antiquated fuperftitions in religion: Of a 
chriftian magnanimity to defpife the world, and therefore 
refolute through bad report as well as good to maintain 
aclear confcience, Briefly, he was a faithful fhepherd, 
and a fit mirror for paftors, as well as an exaét pattern 
tor people; who having almoft compleated eighty years, 
departed full of life, but being dead yet fpeaks in his 
living monuments of found learning. 

His piety and charity were very exemplary, and his 
modefty fo great, that he declined not only large offers 
in the country, but alfo ecclefiaftical dignities, and court. 
preferments, and ftudioufly waved the counfel of fome 
that had given notice of him to prince Henry, fon to 
K. James 1. and had it in defign to make way for his 
admiffion to a chaplain’s place to his highnefs. He was 
a man {o moderate and confcientious, that he would not 
go the length of any party, which was the true reafon 
of his not accepting preferments. Mr. Gataker’s houte 
was a private feminary for divers young gentlemen of this 
nation, and many foreigners reforted to him, and lodged 
at his houfe for advice and direétion in their fludies. 
in the reign of James and Charles 1. he difliked the 
high notions, that were regarded then by churchmen, as 
the maxims of government, which, he rightly forefaw, 
would be fatal both to them and the church, This 
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kept him at a diftance from thofe that were in higheft 
authority, and though his patrons at Lincofn’s-Jnn would 
have procured him a prebend at leait, yet he refufed it, 
and when it appeared he was not to be gained, it was 
natural to hold him fufpeéted, in which ftate he con- 
tinued for many years. When he came to fit in the 
affembly of divines at W2/minfler, for which he never 
recaived any thing, he drew upon himfelf the diflike at 
leaft, if not the hatred of fuch as were zealous for the 
hierarchy. But when he declared himfelf in that af- 
fembly in favor of epifcopacy, and excepted again the 
folemn league and covenant till the words were {fo al- 
tered, as to be underftood only of ecclefiaftical courts, 
and what he and thofe of his opinion took to be the 
exorbitant power of bifhops, he loft the affections ot 
the other party, who were for deftroying epifcopacy 
root and branch: 

His oped declaration againft the fubfequent proceed- 
ings of thofe, who refolved ali power and authority into 
that of the fword, heightened the averfion of the pre- 
dominant faétion, and expofed him to that ill treat- 
meut which he met with from their tools ; who charged 
him with inconftancy, changing fides, and fquaring his 
doctrine to the times: Whereas he was always coniif- 
tent in his principles, and inftead of fhifting from party 
to party, was never the inftroment of any party; but 
lived contented upon a very fmall provifion, at moft a 
hundred pounds a year, and was reviled for keeping that. 
His extenfive learning was admired by the great men 
abroad, as Salmafus and others, with whom he held a 
correfpondence. Avenius ftiles him a man of infinite 
reading and exa& judgement ; and Colomies tells us, that 
of all the critics of that age, who have written for the 
advanceinent of polite learning, there is none fuperior 
to him in the talent of explaining authors, and that he 
was a man of extraordinary application and exatinefs : 
This charaéter was forced from him by the power of 
truth ifelf, for he has not fpared fuch paffages as he 
Judged worthy of cenfure. AMorhoff Speaks of all our 
‘Author's Latin works with high commendation. And 
Baillet has a chapter concerning his writings, in which 
he acknowledges his profound {kill in the learned lan- 
guages, his great accuracy, and his adfnirable fagacity, 
but adds, that he was too bold in his conjeétures.. Our 
Author Jeft feveral manufcripts, fome of which were 
publithed by his fon Charles. 
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In the courfe of his long Jife he had four wives fuccef- 
fively. His firft marriage already taken notice of, was 
to the widow of Mr. /Viiliam Cappers to whofe dangh- 
ters he was fo providentially kind in their education, 
and difpofing in marriage to two divines of note, and 
continuing fuch a fatherly love to them and theirs; 
that the world miftook them for his own children, ef- 
pecially as he had bred them up with two children, fons 
of his own. This wife died in childbed of a fon, who 
bore his father’s name, and after he had feen the moft 
remote parts of the world, returned home to his father, 
at whofe houfe he died. His next wife was daughter to 
the reverend Mr. Charles Pinner, who died in childbed 
of afon, Charles, afterwards an eminent divine. Many 
years were paffed in widowhood, before he took for his 
third wife a gentlewoman of a confiderable fainily, being 
fifter to Sir Beorge and Sir Fobn Farewel, by whom he had 
three children, whereof a fon and daughter died before 
their mother, but the third, a daughter, furvived her fa- 
ther. His laft wife, was the widow of a citizen, with 
whom he lived twenty-four years, but without iffue by 
her, and furvived her two years within a few days. 

His Works. “ J. Of theNature and Ufe of Lots, 4t. 
firft edit. 1619, fecond edit. reviewed, corrected and en- 
Jarged, 1627. II. A Juft Defence of the fame againft Mr. 
Balmford, 4to. 1623. II]. Thome Gatakeri Londinatis An= 
the partim Guliclni Amcfii, partim Gifberti Veetii de Sorte 
Thefbus repofita, ato. 1638. IV. A Difcourfe of Tran- 
fubitantiation, with a Defence thereof, 410. 1624. V. 
David’s Inftru€tor, VI. The Chriftian Man’s Care. 
VIL. The Spiritual Watch. VIII. The Gain of Godli- 
nefs, with Self-Sufficiency. IX. The Juft Man’s Joy, 
with Signs of Sincerity. x. facob’s Thankfulnefs. “Xi. 
David's Remembrancer. X11. Noah's Obedience. XIII. 
An Anniverfary Memorial of England’s Delivery in 1588. 
XIV. Sorrow for Sion. XV.GOD’s Parle with Princes, 
with an Appeal from them to him. XVI. Exazar's 
Prayer, a Marriage Sermon. XVII. A Good Wife 
GOD’s Gift. XVIII. A Wife indeed. XIX. Marriage 
Duties. XX. Death’s Advantage. XXI. The Benefit 
of a good Name, and a good End. XXII. Abraham's 
Deceafe, XXIII. Ferobcam’s Sonnes Deceafe. XXIV. 
Chriftian Conftancy Crowned by Chrif. Thefe were pub- 
lithed firft feverally in 4f0. and were afterwards collected 
into one volume in folio. XXV. The Deceafe of Lazarus, 
in gto, RXVI. St. Stephen's Lat Will and Teftament, gre. 
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XXVIII. A Defence of Mr. Bradfhaw again F. Canne, 
qt. XXVIII, GOD's Eye on his rach, 4t0.” XXIX, 
A Miftake removed, and Free Grace, &c. in Anfwer to 
'. Saltmarfo, 4te. 1646. XXX. Shadows without Syb- 
ance, a Rejoinder adverfus eundem, 4to. 1646. XXXI. 
Myfterious Clouds and Mifts, fc. an Anfwer to F. 
Simpfon, 4to. 1648. XXX. AL Anthony Worton’s De~ 
fence, 82. 1641. XXXHI. A true Relation of Paffages 
between Mr. /¥otton and Mr. Walker, Ato. 1642. 
XXXIV. An Anfwer to Mr. G. Walker's Vindication, 
4tq. 1642. XXXV. A Vindication of the Annotations 
on Fer. X. 2. 410, 1653. XXXVI. A Difcourle Apo- 
logetica], 4to, 1654. XXXVIL. Marcus Antoninus Imp. 
cum Commentario, 4te. 1652. XXXVIII. De Novi Jn- 
Sirumenti Stylo Pillertatio aduerfus Pfockenii diatribam. 40, 
1648. KXXIX. Cinnus, five Adverfaria Mifeellanea, Lit 
vi. gto, 1651. XL. De Baptifmatis Infantilis vi & efficacia 
difceptatio inter D. 8. Wardum & Tb. Gatakerum, Bve. 1652. 
XL IZ. G. Stridure in Davenantii E, ifietam, 8v0. 1654. 
XLIL. De Letragrammato, 8v0. XLII. Ejusdem Vindi- 
catio adverfus Capellum, 8v0. XLIV. De Bivecalibus 
aifirtati Philologica, 8vo. XIV. Animadverfiones in ¥- 
ifeatoris &F Ly Lucij ae adverfaria de caufa meritoria 





uflificationis, cum refponfione ad L. Lucij vindicias, Vana. 
Tee . ke ci Gomari difputetioni Blenftice, 
de Tag fcationis materié et forma, Elenchus, 8v0, 1640. 
XLVI. Strigture in Barth. Wegelini Sangallenfis de 
Obedientid Chriftt difputationem Theologicam, 8vo, 1653. 
XLVI. The Prophecies of Iaiah, Sremiah, with the 
‘Lamentations, which were the portion affigned him in 
the great work of notes upon the Bible.” 
‘We will fubjoin an epigrammatic compofition, fappofed 
to be Mr. Gataker’s, found among his pape rs 
“ T thirft for thirftinefs ; I weep for tears ; 
« Well pleas’d I am to be difpleafed thus: 
*« The only thing I fear is want of fears ; 
« Sufpeéting I am not fufpicious. 
*¢ T cannot choofe but live, becaufe I die; 
«* And, when I am not dead, how glad am J! 
*¢ Yet, when I am thus glad for fenfe of pain, 
«¢ And careful am, left I fhould carelefs be, 
«© Then do I grieve for being glad again, 
«© And fear let carelefsnefs take care from me. 
<« Amidft thefe reftlefs thoughts this reft I find, 
« For thofe that reft not here, there’s reft behind. 
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JAMES USHER, DD 
ARCHBISHOP. or ARMAGH, 


ERY few men have been more the fubject of uni- 
verfal admiration, and perhaps as few have deferved 
it more, than the excellent of whom we ate now 
writing. His immenfe erudition, acknowledged by all the 
world, and his large meafure of divine grace which 
employed that erudition tp the moft wife and beneficial 
purpofes, rendered him, ‘as a public man, the brighteft 
example of his time. His charaGter, a8 a private chrif- 
tian, though pot fo confpicuous, was np fefs extraordi- 
mary, and made him at once the edifjeation and delight 
of all, who enjoyed his acquaintance. 
. His father, Arnold Ufher, was one of the fix clerks of 
the chancery in “Fre/and, and a man of parts and learn- 
ing. His uncle, Henry Ufaer, was highly celebrated for 
wifdoma and knowledge, and was raifed to the archiepif- 
copal fee of Armagh. His mother’s. father, Fames Stani- 
burfl, was three times fpeaker of the houfe of commons in 
Freland, recorder of Dublin, and a master in chancery, 
He was much efteemed for his wifdom, abilities, and 
integrity, and had the honor to make the firft motion 
for founding the univerfity of Dublin, in which he was 
feconded by all the credit and influence of Dr. Henry 
Ufber above mentioned. Q. Elixabeth acceded to the 
propofal; and our Author, Fames Uber, was the firlt 
ftudent in that foundation. His mother’s brother, 
Richard Staniburft, was a philofopher, hiftorian, and 
poet, and became a confiderable correfpondent with his 
nephew upon various fubjeéts of learning, His own 
brother, Ambrofe Ufher, who died in the prime of life, 
‘was k very extraordinary man, and had made great pro- 
ficiency in the oriental tongues. Dr. Parr fays, that 
« He left behind him, under his own hand, an elaborate 
tranflation of the Old Teftament out of Hebrew into 
Englijk. from the beginning to the book of Fol, which 
might have been finifhed, had not the appearance of the 
new tranflation in K. Fantes’s time withdrawn his hand.” 
The fubje@ of our prefene article, James Usuery 
who was born at Dubiin, January the fourth, 1580, dif- 
covered great parts, and an uncommon sHachment ° 
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books from his very childhood. Its a moft remarkable 
circumitance, that his two aunts, who were born blind, 
taught him to read. They were perfons of great piety, 
and ¢ Of fuch incomparable readinefs in the divine ora- 
cles, that they were either of them able on a dudden to 
repeat any part of the Bible.’ They feem to have pof- 
felled the aniwer to Afilton’s celebrated prayer : 

“ So much the rather THOU, celeftial LiGuT, 

Shine inward, and the mind through ail her powers 

Arradiate ; there plant exes; all mift from thence 

Purge and dilperfe, that I may fee and tell 

Of things invifible to mortal fight? 

Par. Lost. Boox m1. 
Ufrr feems to have been under the tuition of thefe 
excellent women till he was eight years old, when he 
was fent to a {chool opened by Mr. Fames Fullerton and 
Mr, Fames Hamilton, two learned young Sat aiae of 
Scotland, who were placed at Dublin by K. Fames the 
firft, then only king of Scotland, in order to maintain a 
correfpondence with the proteftant nobility and gentry 
there, for the fecurity of his intereft in that kingdom, 
when Q, Elizabeth fhould die. That great queen, like 
moft other great politicians, heing very fufpicious, and 
not at all attached to K. James; it was Hhoueht expe 
dient for them to affume fome difguife: And, for this 
reafon, they took up the profefion of {choolmafters, 
who were then very much wanted in Jrcland. Fullerton 
was afterwards knighted, then fent upon an embafly to 
France, and finally (as is ufual for thofe who have ferved 
well abroad) was appointed to a confiderable office at 
home. Hamilton was alfo knighted, and afterwards 
created vifcount Clandebsis, Under thefe extraordinary 
maiters he continued five years, and was thoroughly 
grounded in the elements of learning, to which he ap- 
plied himfelf with all that zeal and fpirit, which are 
ufually the charatteriftics of genius, and which are 
semmon'y crowned with fuccefs, even where there is no 
genius. Fc ever after mentioned thefe preceptors with 
honor, and ufed, to the end of his life, to mention this 
occurrence, as a fignal and gracious providence of GOD 
for his education, which, as Jreland then ftood, mutt 
otherwife have been very defeGive. 
‘At the expiration of thefe five vears, 

and in the thirteenth of his age, he w: 
the college of Dutwin, which was then finifhed, He 
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was one of the three firft ftudents, who were admit- 
ted: And his name ftands to this day in the firit line of 
the roll. Here Mr. Hamiiton again became his tutor, 
under whom he ftudied logic and the Aviffotelian philofo- 
phy, and by whom he was celebrated as the moft extra~ 
ordinary youth of his time. He had fo much acutenefs 
and proficiency, that he foon came up with his inftruc- 
tors. Here allo he firft began to ftudy the Greek and 
Hebrew tongues, in both of which he afterwards excel- 
Jed, and made excurfions into the other walks of icience. 
Though his love of poetry and cards retarded his ftudies 
for fome time, he foon broke through thefe juvenile 
attachments, and applied to his feverer ftudies with the 
clofer application, He is faid to have becn wonderfully 
affected with that paffage in Cicero, Nefeire quid antea 
natus fis acciderit, id eft Semper off puerum; * To know 
nothing of what happened before se were born, is to 

ways a boy.’ Sicidan’s book de quatuor imperiis 
infpired him with a ftrong paffion for the itudy of hiftory, 
in which he afterwards became fuperlatively excellent. 
At fourteen years of age, he began to make extracts 
from all the hiftorical hooks he could meet with, in order 
to fix the faéts more firmly in his memory ; and between 
fifteen and fixteen he had made fuch a proficiency in 
chronology, that he had drawn up in Latin an exaé 
chronicle of the Bible, as far as the book of Kings, 
not much differing from his Annals, which have fince 
been publifhed, and reccived with the higheit efteem, 
The difference chiefly confifts in the addition of obferva- 
tions and the parallel chronology of the heathens. Before 
he was fixteen, he had entered upon theological ftudies, 
and perufed the moft able writers, oi both fides, upon 
the Remifh controverfy. 

Among the Romanij?z, he read Stapleton’s ¢ Yor- 
trefs of Faith; and finding that author confident in 
afferting antiquity for the tenets of popery, and in 
taxing our church with novelty in what it diffented 
trom the church of Rome, he kept his mind in fuf+ 
penfe, till he could examine how the truth food in 
that particular. He was perfuaded, that the antient 
do@trines bade faire for the right, being nearer the 
fountain-head, concluding with Yertuliian, that Ve- 
rum quodungue primum, adultcrum quodcungue pofferins + 
© Trath firft appeared; and afterwards error.” But he 
might have fpared himfelf the trouble in following the 
windings of the Rtream, when GOD’s providence had 
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put it in his power to recur to the feuntain itfelf. The 
Breze is the only authority; and the fathers or any 
other writers, are valuable in proportion as they approach 
this rule and are conduéted by it. Not thar there need 
no formularies and tefts ; for the corruptions of Janguage 
and human chicane have made thefe of importance to 
the fafety and being of any ecclefiaftical eftablifhment ; 
and thofe perfons are juftly to be fufpeéted who with to 
throw them afide under pretence of the Hible being the 
only rule of faith: But thefe formularies are to be re- 
ceived alone, as they ftand confirmed by and agreeable to 
the feriptures ;_ and no man’s confcience is forced in the 
fubfcribing to them. It is now become a fathion to treat 
the fathers with contempt, and to cry out upon all tefts 
in religion. But it may be faid with Dr. Cave, in his 
life of Clemens Alexandrinus, that though ¢ The good and 
ious men of (antient) times, were continually engaged 
in fierce difputes, with Heathens on the one fide, and 
Jews and Heretics on the other, did not always opSdlous, 
divide the truth aright, in fome nicer lines and ftrokes of 
it;’ yet their piety as much tranfcended the profeflion 
of this age, as this age can poffibly go beyond them in 
Jearning. They did not confider religion as a fet of 
notions, nor live upon it to feed their /pecuiutions ; but 
they put on Chrift, lived Chriff, walked with him, 

and, tor his fake, loved not their lives unto death, Vhe 
knew much of the power of godlinels, and dwelt the leis 
upon the form: And, in this way, they underitood reli- 
gion in fact much better than thofe, who confider it only 
as a machine for the fplitting of hairs, without having 
any real enjoyment of its life and fweetnets. Such men 
as thele, growing too wife for the fimplicity of the gof- 
pel, are the perfons who have made tefts neceffary for 
the keeping errors and hetorodox opinions out of chriftian, 
churches. They would pretend to adopt the Bible, as 
fome ventureto do the articles of the church of England, 
by impofing their own fenfe upon the words, which fenfe 
fail contradict the very terms, and ftrain them to a fet 

of opinions, which the very terms dire@tly condemn. 

However, about the feventeenth year of his age, U/her 
had turned over feveral of the fathers, with other au- 
thors both practical and polemical upon the fubject of 
divinity, and even at this early age became critically 
acquainted with the whole Remi/> controverfy. He 
relulved to go through all the fathers by himfelt, and to 
trult no eyes bur his own, if GOD {pared his life and 
firength, 
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ftrength. Accordingly, he began this tafk, in a regular 
manner, about the twentieth year of his age, and finifhed 
it when about thirty-eight years old; ftritly confining 
himfelf to read fo much in a day, and fuffering no occa~ 
fions whatever to divert him from it. 

In 1598, he held the part of refpondent with great 
applaufe in the philofophy aét, that was performed in 
compliment to the earl of Efex, upon his firft coming 
over lord lieutentant of Ireland, aud chancellor of the 
univerfity of Dublin. Our ftudent the fame year, upon 
the death of his father, who had defigned him for his own 
profefiion, the common law, difcovered an uncommon 
degree of refolution and firmnefs of mind. The paternal 
eftate, which defcended to him as eldeft fon and heir, he 
refigned, though of confiderable value, to his younger 
brother: And referving only fo much of it as was necef- 
fary to fupport him in a ftudious life at the college, he 
followed his own inclination in devoting himfelf to the 
profeflion of divinity, and being thereby qualified by the 
ftatutes, he was admitted fellow of the fociety. The 
proficiency he made in this ttudy, was anlwerable to his 
refolution. At the age of eighteen, our itripling entered 
the lifts with Heury ‘Bite-Symonds, a learned jefuit, then 
prifoner in the caftle of Dublin, who had given a general 
challenge to defend Bellarmin’s principles againtk any 
oppofer.s This challenge by Fitz-Symonds is in the dedi- 
cation of a piece written by him, where he declares he 
offered to maintain fuch particulars as were thought by 
the proteftants to be the weakeft in the Romifh doctrine, 
and to attack all thofe points which they thought to 
be the ftrongeft in their doctrine. ¢ But nobody would hear 
me, (fays he) though I called with a voice as loud as Stentor 
to the conteft. Only there once came to me a youth 
of about eighteen, very forward in his underftanding, 
who fhewed a very ftrong defire of difputing upon the 
moft obitrufe points of divinity, though he had not yet 
compleated his courte of philofophy, nor arrived to man- 
hood. But when I afked him if he had leave from his 
fuperiors, promifing in that cafe to enter the lifts with 
him, the young man, not being honored with any fuch 
commiffion, had nothing to fhew, and returned no more.” 
Thus the etn; but the matter is related by another 
author as follows: ¢ Henry Fitz-Symonds, the jeiuit, chal- 
lenging his adverfaries to meet him in the caitle of Dublin, 
this beardlefs youth combated fo bravely and frequently 
that veteran in the main article of his caufe, vzz. an- 
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tichrift, that he repented his having challenged him, and 
met with opponents fufficient in this one youth, who was 
but eighteen years old.” However Dr. Thomas Smith 
has made it fufficiently evident, that there was a dif- 
pute between them: And Dr. Parr informs us, that the 
Lubje@& was Bellarmin’s controverfies ; and becaufe the fe- 
vera} matters in debate could not be difputed in one or 
two mectings, they appointed to meet once a week ; and 
befides gives us the following letter of Mr. Ufber to Fitz- 
‘rmonds, which fhews that, after a few meetings, the 
jetuiit declined the combat. 

“Twas not purpofed, Mr. Fitz- Symonds, to write unto 
you, before you had firft written unto me, concerning 
Jome chief points of your religion, as at our Jaft meeting 
you promifed. But, fecing you have deferred the fame 
(for reafons beft known to yourfelf) I thought it not 
amifs to enquire further of your mind concerning the 
continuation of the conf-rence begun betwixt us, And 
to this Tam the rather moved, becaufe I am credibly in- 
formed-ef certain reports, which I could hardly be per- 
fuaded fhould proceed from him, who in my” prefence 
fo great love and affe€ion to me. If Iam a 

y (as it hath pleafed you very contemptuoully to 
name me) I give thanks to the Lord, that my carriage 
towards you hath been fuch as could minifter no juft oc- 
cafion to defpife my youth, Your fpear helike is, in 
your own conceit, a weaver’s beam, and your abilities 
fuch, that you defire to encounter with the floutedt chiun~ 
pion inthe hott of Jfael; and therefore, like the Phiti/- 
ey vou conten me as being a hoy. Yet this ] would 
fain have you know, that 1 neither came then, nor do 
come new unto you, in any confidence of any earning 
that is in me (in which refpeét notwithftanding, | thank 
€30)), 1 am what Iam) but I come iu the name of the 
Zsrd of hoits, whofe companies you have reproached, 
being certainly perfuaded, that even out of the mouths of 
babes and fucklings he was able to fhew forth his own 
praifes; for the further manifeftation whereof, Ido again 
earneftly requeit you, that, fetting afide all v:tin compa- 
rifon of perfons, ‘we may go plainly forward in examining 
the matters that reft in controverfy between us. Other- 
wife I hope you will'not be difpleafed if, as for your 
pat you have begun, fo, Lalfo, for my own part, may 
be bold, for the clearing of myfelf, and the truth which 
I profefs, freely to make known what hath already paffed 


concerning this matter. Thus intresting you in a few 
Lines 
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Tines to make known unto me your purpofe in this behalf, 
Tend; praying the Zovd that both this and all other en- 
terprizes that we take in hand may be fo ordered, as may 
moit make for the advancement of his own glory and the 
kingdom of his fon Fefus Chri. 
Tuus ad aras ufqucy 
Jamxs UsHER.” 

Dr. Parr obferves, with the author of Cofledtio Batefiana, 
that the fame jefuit living to underftand our Author better, 
files him Acatholicorum Detiiffimus. And to form a judge- 
ment of the yaluc of this teftimony of our Author's lite- 
rary merit, it will be neceffary to enquire into the worth 
and credit’ of the witnels. Llenry Fira-Symonts was the 
moft noted jefuit in his time, if we may believe the Oxford 
antiquary, wha informs us, that he was an IJrifhman 
born, and the fon of a merchant in Dudsin, that he was 
matriculated at Oxford as a member of Hart-hall (now 
Hertford-college) April 26, 1583, and in that of his age, 
fourteen. That in December following it feems probable 
that he was elected ftudent of Chrifi-charch: But that he 
did not ftay long at the univerfiry, which he left without 
taking any degree, being come to a refolution to change 
the church of Eyg/and for that of Rome. In which difpo- 
fition he croffed the fea, and entered himfelf in the fociety 
of Fefus at Louvain, where putting himfelf under the in- 
itractions of the famous Leonard Leffius, he made tach a 
aiuiele proficiency, that he became eminent enough, ina 
Jhort time, to be himfelf a teacher, efpecially in philofo- 
phy, which he taught publicly for teveral years. 

At length, returning to his native country of Jrefand, 
he made it his bufinels, as a miffionary, to gain pro- 
felytes to his religion, To which end he had both 
private conferences and public difputes with protef- 
tant minifters. In this work he perfifted for two years 
without difturbance, being efteemed the chief difputant 
among thofe of his party, and fo ready and quick, that 
few or none would undertake to deal with him. In fine, 
being apprehended for a dangerous perfon, he wascons 
initted to fafe cuftody in Dubfin-cafile in 1599, where he 
continued about five years, Though confinement hin- 
dered him from proceeding to fpread his principles, yet 
did it not break his refolution, or datap his courage and 
good-will for the canfe. On the contrary, he was no 
fooner fixed in a prifon, than he faid, that, ‘ Being a pri- 
loner, he was like a bear tied to a flake, and wanted 
seme to bait him ;’ which expreflion being looked on as 
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a challenge, was taken up by our Author, Mr. James 
Ufver. Afterwards, at the end of the five years, being 
fet at liberty, on his promife to behave quietly, and give 
no difturbance to the king and kingdom, he went forth- 
with into voluntary exile into the Low-countries, where 
he {pent his time in performing offices requifite to his 
function, and in writing books, particularly, ‘ A catholic 
Confutation of Mr. Fobn Rider's Claim of Antiquities, and 
a Calming Comfort againft his Caveat, with a Reply to 
Mr. Rider's Poftfcripts, and a Difcovery of Puritan Par~ 
tiality in his behalf.’ To which is annexed, ¢ An Anfwer 
to certain Complaintive Letters of afflicted Catholics for 
Religion.” All printed together at Rohan, in 1608, in 
which year he went, according to fummons, to Rome, 
where being appointed by a miffion of Ircfand, he pub~ 
lithed his profeffion of the forr vows; and then, bein 
fent back to the Lowy-countries, he went again into Ireland, 
where he fpent many years, in confirming the Roman 
catholics in their religion, and in making new protulytes. 
At length, having been a great encourager and abetter 
of the rebellion which broke out there in 1641, he was, 
after the rebels began to be fubdued, forced to fly for 
Shelter into woods and on mountains, and to creep and 
fkulk into every place, for fear of being taken and hanged 
by the Englifa foldiers. 

In the beginning of the year 1643 he was forced to 
change his place, and retire for fafety into a moorifh and 
boggy ground, where fheltering himfelf under a fhep- 
hess cot, no better than a hovel, which did not keep 
out the wind and rain, he lived there in a very forry con- 
dition, and had for his bedding 2 pad of flraw, which 
would he often wet by the rifing and coming in of the 
ter, Notwithitanding all this mifery he feemed to be 
very chearful, and was ready to inftruét the young ones 
about him, and comfort others. But being in a manner 
fpent, and his age not able to bear fuch miiery long, he 
was with great difficulty taken away, aud being conveyed 
by fome of the brethren into a better place, he expired 
among them on the calends of February the fame year 
1643-4. By his death, concludes this writer, the Roman 
catholics loft a pillar of. their church, being efteemed, in 
the better part of his life, a great ornament among them, 
and the greateft defender of their religion in his time. 
Hefides the pieces already mentioned, he wrote * A Juf- 
tification and Expofition of the Sacrifice of the Mats,” 
in two books, or more, printed in 1611, qf0, And ¢ Bri- 
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tannomachia minifirorum in plerifque &S fidei fundamentis & 
Sidei avticulis diffidentinm? Duac. 1614. 410. As alio a 
third piece, which was ¢ A Catalogue of thedri/d Saints,” 

The next year, 1600, Mr. Ufaer proceeded A, M. was 
appointed proétor, and chofen catechetical lecturer of 
the univerfity. In 1601, he entered into hely orders, 
and was in a little time appointed afternoon preacher on 
Sundays before the fate at Chriff-church in Dublin. la 
the courfe of this duty, he preached a remarkable fermou 
againft. granting a toleration to the papifts. The text 
was from Exekiel iv, 6.—And thou fhalt bear the iniquity 
of the houfe of Fudab forty days: I have appointed thee each 
day for @ year, which he applied to Ireland. “* From 
tbs year (Fays he) 1 reckon forty years, and them whom 
you now embrace fhall be your ruin, and you dhall bear 
their iniquity.” This conjecture at that time feemed 
to be the prefent thought of a young man who was 
no friend to popery ; but when the Jri/s rebellion broks 
out in 1641, and fo many thoufand proteftants were 
killed, and the whole nation haraffed by a bloody war, 
fome perfons then alive, who heard this fermon, began 
to think the preacher a young prophet. Our Author 
was remarkable in fome other fuch predictions, infomuch 
that there is a treatife extant de praedifionibus Uffrii, Dr. 
Smith has thought proper (how judicioufly! referto others} 
to cenfore thefe furmifes of our Author as proceeding from 
a vain humor to dive into the myftical fenfe of fcripture, 
and an idle pretence of being endued with a prophetic 
Spirit. But fuch kind of prediétions being only a judicious 
conjecture and forefight, it feems more to the purpofe of 
his charaéter, that, in this paffage of his fermon, he put 
the non-toleration of popery upon the intolerant perfecut~ 
ing fpirit of that religion, diffuading a toleration thereot 
upon reafons of danger to the ftate, and not folely upon 
its idolatry. The ule of this will appear prefently, 

In 1603, a collection of eighteen hundred pounds bein, 
made to Bay books for his college library, he was pitched 
upon, with Dr. Chaloner, to execute that truft, The 
money was raifed hy the Englifd army, after having de- 
feated the Spaniards that had come to the affiftunce of 
the Jrifh at King fale: And it was refolved by the bene- 
factors that thele two fhould be employed to buy the 
books. They difcharged the truft to the factisfaction of 
the donors and the whole college. Our Author always 
teftified the greateft regard for the benefit of the college 
in every point, as is evident from many of his art 
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He was vicechancellor feveral years, and frequently corre{~ 
ponded with bbz and Laud, the two fucceeding chancel- 
lors. Mr. Ufber's diligence in buying books for his college 
Hbrary brought him into England, where he became ac- 
quainted with Sir Thomas Bodicy, who being then upon the 
Tike employ for his new eretted library at Ozford, they 
mutually affifted each other. But it féems to have been 
during his abfencc upon this occafion that his mother was 
reconciled to the Romifb religion, a misfortune which gave 
him the mof afflicting concern, and the more as fhe con- 
tinued obftinate therein to the Iaft, dying at Drogheda in 
the communion of that church. The fame writer ob- 
ferves, that her father, the recorder, though outwardly a 
contormift to the new religion, after its eftablifhment by 
Q, Elizabeth, yct Rill retained his old affe@ion for po- 
pery, as appears from his fupporting firft in his own 
houle Edmund Campian, afterwards the tamous jefuit, then 
a refugee from Englant, and in the next place recom- 
mending hiro to a friend in the country, where he might 
he fecure from the danger of being feized and brought to 
juitice for treafonable praétices, in drawing her majefty’s 
fubjects from their allegiance. The recorder took care 
however to manage fo prudently, as to give no umbrag:: 
to the government, and by that means continued umno~ 
Iefted in his pot. 

In 21606, the like bufinefs of purchafing books and 
manuferipts relating to the £ngh/b hiftory (in which 
ftudy our Author was -then engaged) brought him again 
into England. He now contracted an intimate acquaint- 
ance and friendfhip with feveral Jearncd men, and among 
others, Sir Robert Costin, Thomas Atéen of Oxfird, and 
Mr. Camden, which Jal defigning a new edition of his 
Britannia, confulted with him about publithing Ninia, 
St. Patrick, and Cengal, and other things relating to the 
anticnt fate of Jreland and the city of Dudlin, a great 
part of the anfwers to which were inferted in the edition 
of the Britannia publifhed in 1607, with this elogy of 
our Author: ¢€ For many of thefe things concerning 
Dublin 1 acknowledge myfelf indebted to the diligence 
and labor of ‘James Usher, chancellor of the church 
of St. Patrick, who in various learning and judgement 
far exceeds his years” The following year, 1607, he pro= 
seeded bachelor of divinity, and was chofen profeffor of 
that faculty in his college. He was alfo promoted to 
the chancellorthip of the cathedral of Se. Patrick the fame 
year. ‘This place was conferred upon him by Dr. 4dum 
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Lofius, then archbifhop of Dublin. Tt was his fir ec- 
cleGaftical preferment; he had no other till his promo- 
tion to the bifhoprick of Afcath. Dr. Parr oblerves, 
that though he had no particular obligation by this post 
to preach, yet he would not omit it in the place whence 
he received the profits, viz. Fixlafs, not far trom Dustin, 
which he endowed with a vicarage, and preached there 
every Sunday, unlefs hindered by very extraordinary oc- 
eafions. In 1609, he wrote his treatife about “* Hermage 
and Corban Lani” not only in Zreland, but in England, 
whither he came a third time this year to buy books, 
and coufult manufcripts upon the fubjeé of hittory and 
antiquities. In which fearch he vifited, among others, 
the libraries in both the univerfities, and contracted an 
acquaintance with moft of the diterati in that way here, 
Among thefe were Henry Bouchier, afterwards ear] of 
Bab, Sit Henry Saville, Hemy Briggs, Fahn Sclden, ‘Joba 
Davenant, afterwards bifhop of Salifbury, Samuel Ward, 
afterwards matter of Sidney-college, in Cambridge, aud lattly 
Thomas Lydiat, famous for his chronological writings 
againit Fofepb Sealiger, and being now much reduced in 
his fortune, the archbifhop carried him to Jreland, where 
he afterwards married his Grace's fifter, 

In the fame manner he continued ever after to make 
once in three or four years a vifit to London, palling one 
month of his ftay in the tummer at Oxford, and another 
at Cambridge. Thus eager in the purfuit of knowledge, 
he declined the provoftfhip of his college to which he was 
rleGted in 1610, Two years afterwards he commenced 
DD, and the next year, Oras being at London, he 
publifhed his firft treatife De Eechfierum Chriflianarum 

uccefftone et Status it was prefented by archbithop Abbot 
to K. James, as the eminent firft-fruits of Duéiiv uni- 
verfity. This piece is a continuation of bifhop Fewel’s 
Apology, written in anfwer to that captious queltion of 
the papills, Where was your [proteftant] religion before 
Luther 2 The defign therefore is to prove, that the pro- 
reftant tenets are the fame with thofe of the primitive 
church, in cxecuting which Feswe/ fhews, that there alfo 
were fome vifible members of this church down to the 
fixth century, which is here extended to the thirteenth by 
our Author, who further proves that there were fome per- 
fons in the weftern churches, during the darkeft times of 
ignorance, not tainted with the errors of the Romi/b faith. 
ft is divided into three parts: ‘The firft reaches to the 
tenth century, when Gregory VEL was raifed to the pope- 
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dom. ‘The fecond was to have reached from that peried 
to the year 1370. And the third was planned to bring it 
to the reformation. How far he had brought it in this 
edition, is feen in the following extract of 3 letter written 
to his brother-in-law, Thomas Lydiat, dated at Dublin, 
duguft 16, 1619.“ You have rightly obferved, fays he, 
that in my dilcourle, De Chrifiianavvm Ecclofarum Suc 
ecffione et Statu, there is wanting, fer the accomplifhment 
of the fecond part, a hundred years [irom 1249 to 1370, 
viz. the laft chapter of this part] which default in the 
continuation of the work is by me fupplied. 1 purpofe to 
publith the whole work together, much augmented, but 
do firft expeét the publication of ny uncle Stanybur/'s 
anfwer to the former, which, I hear, fince his death, is 
fent to Paris to be there printed. I am advertifed alfo, 
that even now there is one at Antwerp who hath printed a 
treatife of my countryman De facro Bofco, De vera Ec- 
clefie inveftigatione, wherein he hath fome dealing with 
me: Both thete I would willingly fee, before I fet about 
reprinting my book, meaning, that if they have juitly 
found fault with any thing, I may amend it; if unjuftly, 
1 may defend it.” “We have already fhewn what reafon 
he had to expeét the anfwer here mentioned from his 
uncle; but that was never publifhed, nor did our Author 
publith any other edition of his work, as he here purpofed ; 
probably prevented by the dittraction of the times. It 
was reprinted at Huascer in 1658, 800, without any 
amendments, In the iait edition of 1687, containin, 
dikewife his Antiquity of the Britifh Churches, are thefe 
words in the title page: Opus integrum ab Auéiore auclum 
et recognitum, which Dr. Smith objerves was a meer puff 
of the bookfeller. 

Returning home 2 little before Midfummer, he married 
Phebe, the only daughter of Dr. Luke Chaloner above- 
mentioned. This gentleman was defcended from the an- 
dent family of the Charoners in Yorkfhive. He was one of 
the four tirit fellows of the college of Dublin, and had 
‘been a great affifter and benefactor to it, having been ap- 
pointed overfeer of the building, and treafurer for the 
money raifed for that purpofe, and was both a learned 
and pious man. In all thefe refpeéts Dr. Uber mutt 
needs be very agreeable to him; and we are affured that 
he courted this alliance, intending, had he lived, to have 
given this friend his only daughter, with a confiderable 
eftate in land and money ; but dying hefove it was con- 
cluded, he charged her upon his death-bed, that, if Dr. 
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Ufser would marry her, fhe fhould think of no other 
perfon for a hufband ; which command of her dying fa- 
ther fhe punctually obeyed, and continued his wife forty 
years, and was always treated by him with great tender~ 
nefs to her death, which preceded his about a year anda 
half. In 1615, he drew up articles of religion for the 
church of Jveland; which being inTIRELY CALVINIs~ 
TIcAL*, in re(pect to the doctrine of abfolute predefti- 
nation and reprobation, a handle was made of this {tep ta 
endeavor the ruin of his intereft with K. Fames,: by re~ 
prefenting him as inclined to puritanifm ; but the impo- 
tent malice turned (as is not unufual in fuch cafes) 
greatly to his advantage}. For coming, as his cuttom 

was, 


% Moranez, in his Anti-Fanfenins, calls him infignem Calvinifiamy 
and affirms, that Yanfenius (the head of a fe& in France) was obliged 
to him for his arguments, word for word, and yet was fo unjutt as to 
mention neither him nor his book Gotte/cbalci bifloria, out of which 
he framed his opinions. 


J. Among thofe articles, which amount to the number of one hun- 
dred and four, befides aflerting the dottrine of predeftination and re- 
‘abation in the itrongett tcrms, one of them profeflee that there is 
ut one catholic chusch, out of which there is no falvation ; and ano 
ther maintains that the fabbath-day ought to be kept holy. Upon 
thefe accounts, Dr. Heylin called the pafling of thefe articles an abfow 
Jute plot of the Sabbatarians and Calviniits in England, to make them= 
felves fo ftrong a party in Ireland as to obtain what they pleated in thie 
convocation, Our Author was well known to he a itrong afleiter of 
the predeftinarian principles, and being befides of opivion, that epif- 
copacy was not a diftin&t order, but only a different degree trom that of 
refbytere, he lay obnoxious enough to the charge of puritanifin, 
lowever, as he always warmly afferted the king's fupremacy, and 
the epifcopal form of church government eftablifhed, and all the dif 
vipline of it, it is evident all the objedtions to him, as inclined to puri- 
tanifin, were the effeé& of party, the clurch beginning about this time 
to be divided between the Calviniitic and Arminian principles upon the 
quinguarticular conyoverfy. Dr. Parr tells us, his enemies were of no 
great repute for learning and worth ; and that our Author, heating of 
their attempts to rivet him outof his majelty's favor, procured the fol- 
Jowing letter from the lord deputy and council of ireland to the privy~ 
council in England, ; 
© May it pleafe your lordthips, 

« The extraordinary mecit of this dearer, Mc. DoSor User, pre 
vailed with us to offer that favor (which we deny 10 many that ‘move 
us) to be recommended to your lardihips ; and we do it, the rather, 
becauie we are defirous to fet him right in his majefty's opinion, who, 
it feemeth, hath been informed, that he is fomewhat tranfported with 
fingularities, and unaptnefs to be conformable to the rules and orders of 
the church.” We are fo far from fufpeéting him in that kind, that we 
suay be buld to recommend him to your lordihips as_a man orthodox, 
and warthy to govern in the church, when occation fhall be prefented, 
and his majeity may be pleafed 10 advance him, he being one that hath 
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was, to Exgland, in the latter end of the year 1619, he 
brought a letter to the privy-council to clear him of that 
charge; and he afterwards gave the king, in difcourfe, 
fuch intire fatisfaction in the point, that the bifhopric of 
Meath being then vacant, his majefty of his own accord 
nominated Fim thereto in 16203 foon after which, he 
preached before the houfe of commons*, on February 20, 
that year, and printed his fermon at their requeft, He 
was confecrated to his fee on his return home the follow- 
ing year. In 1622, he publithed, at Dubin, his tréatife 
concerning The Religion of the antient Zri/h and Britons. 
And in Odober the fame year, upon ford Falkland’s re- 
ceiving the fword as lord deputy of Jreland, our prelate 


preached before the ftate here for eighteen years, and hath been his 
iajetty’s profeflor of divinity, in the univesfity, thirteen years; and 
a man who has given himlelf over to his profeffion. An excellent and 
psinful preacher, 2 modeft man, abounding in goodnels; and his life 
and doftrine fo agreeable, as thofe who agree not with him are yet con- 
{trained to love and admire him, And for fuch a one we befeech your 
Jordthips to underftand him, and accordingly to fpeak to his majelty. 
And thus, with remembrance of our humble duties, we take leave of 
your lordihips, moft humbly at command. From Dublin, the Jaft of 
‘September, x619. Adam Loftus, Chancellor; Heary Decwra; Wil- 
tiam Metherwold; ‘fobn King; Dudley Norton; Oliver St. “fobn 
William Tuamenfis; Francis Axingiers.” 

Upon this tetter the king fent for him 5 and, after much converfation 
upon the fubjedt, declared his fatisfa€ion in the Doétor, by faying, 
shat the * Kuave Puritan was a bad man, but the knaye’s pusitan was 
an honeft man.” 






Upon his appointment to preach on the feventh of February, the 
ptcbendaries of Wefminfter-abbey claimed the privilege of their church, 
and their exemption from cpifcopal jurifdigtion for many years, and of- 
fered their fervice; whereupon the houfe being difpleaed, appointed 
the place to be at the Temple, and he was ordered a fecond time to 
preach before them. And fecretary Calvert, by the appointment of 
the houfe, {poke to the king that the choice of their preacher might 
ftand. ‘The king faid it was'well done. February 13, the bifhop was 
at court, kiffed the king's hand, and had a conférence with him upon 
his fermon : When his Inajfty told him he had an unruly flock to look 
after next Sunday, obferved that the houfe were in no proper temper 
for receiving the facrament; that after the late contentions many might 
eat their own condemnation. He bid the bifhop tell them he hoped 
they were prepared, but withed they might be better ; to exhort them 
to unity and concord ; to love GOD firit, and then their prince and 
country, to look to the urgent neceffity of the times, and the mife« 
rable ftate of chriftendom ; concluding with bir dat gui cite dat. Fe- 
bruary 27, the Houle fent Sir James Perret and Mr. Drake to give 
him thanks, and defire him to publish his fermon, which was done ace 
sardingly. 
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preached a fermon before him, which gave great offencet : 
But at the cenfuring fome officers, on the twenty-fecond 
of November, for refufing to take the oath of fupremacy, 
he made a fpeech in the caftle of Dublin in defence of 
that fupremacy, for which he received a letter of thanks 
from his majefty*. In Fune, 1623, he was conftituted a 

privy- 

+ We have an account of this by himflf in a letter to lord Gran- 
difon from Dublin, OAober 16, 1622, wherein he acquaints that no- 
bleman (late lard deputy) that, taking his text in Rom. xiii. He bear- 
eth not the fruord in vain, he exprefied his withes, that if his majeity 
were pleafed to extend his clemency towards his fubjects, that were re= 
cufants, fome order notwithitanding might be taken with them, that 
they thould not give us publ fonts, and take pollefion of our 
churches before our faces. ‘ I alfo intreated, continues he, that, 
whatever connivance were u(ed to cthers, the laws might be ftrittly ex- 
ecuted againft fuch as had revolted from us. Upon this a report was 
raifed that he had faid, * ‘The fword had refted too long in the theath.” 
But the reafon of this addrefs to lord Grandifon was what lome gave 
out, that he had taxed his lordfhip with being too remifs in profecuting 
the papits during his government, which he here expreily denies. 
However that be, it is certain he fell under the difpleafure of his me~ 
wopolitan, Dr. Hampton, archbithop of Armagh, who wrote him the 
following letter. 

My Lord, 

«In the exceptions taken by the recufants again your fermon, I 
cannot be affedted, as Gallia was at the beating of Sufbencs, to take 
nothing for them, I am fenfible of that which my brethren fuffer : 
And, if my advice had been required, I fhould have counfelled your 
lordthip to give lenitives of your own accord for all which was ‘con- 
ceived over-harfh or tharp. The inquifition, whether an offence were 
Firen of taken, may add to the fame already kindled, and provoke 

urther difpleafure ; it is not like to pacify anger. But let your cafe be 
as good as Peter's was, when the brethren charged him injurionfly with 
preaching to the uncircumcifed, the great apoftle was content to give 
them a public fatisfaétion, Aés ii. and it wrought good effests ; for the 
text fays, his auditors, guieverunt & glorificaverunt Deum, it brought 
peace to the congregation, and glory toGOD. My noble tord deput 
hath propounded a way of pacification, that your lordfhip fhould futisfy 
fuch of the lords as could be prefent, wherein my poor endeavors tha}! 
not be wanting. Howbeit (to fy ingenuoully as I think) that is not 
Tikely to have fuccefs 5 for my lord of Kitkeany and your other friends, 
trying theic firength ih that Lind at Trim, prevailed not, but can tell 
your lordthip what is expeted. And if my withes can take place, 
feeing fo many men having fomething againft you, tarry not till they 
complain, but prevent it by a voluntary retraétation, and milder inter- 
pretation of the points offenfive, efpecially of drawing the fword, of 
‘which fpirit we are not, nor it to be; our weapons are not carnal, 
but {piritual. “Withall, it will not be amifs, in mine opinion, for your 
lordihip to withdraw yourfelf from thefe parts, and to ipend more time 
in your own diocefe, that fuch .as will not hear your doftrine, may be 
drawn to love and reverence your lordihip for your hofpitality and con- 
verfation.” 

* This fpeech is too long to be inferted here, and contains nothing 
guore than the common arguments. However, it had fo good an eae, 
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ptivy-counfellor of Ircland, and went not Jong after to 
England, by his majelty’s {pecial command, in order to 
carry on a work, which he had begun fome time before, 
concerning the antiquity of the Britife churches. This 
bufinefs keeping him there till the death of Dr. Chriftopher 
Hampton, archbifhop of Areagh, in Fanuary 1624, made 
way for his advancement to that fee, upon which occa- 
fion he prepared to return to Ireland; but being feized 
with a quartan ague, which held him nine months, it 
was Auguf 1626, when he arrived there. Before he 
left England, he had a difputation with a popith prieft at 
Drayton ia Northamptonfbire, the feat of lord Mordaunt, 
afterwards earl of Peterborough, who thereby became a 
gonvert to the proteftant religion. He was earce reco~ 
vered from his ague, when lord Mordaunt, a zealous Ro- 
man catholic, being greatly defirous to bring his lady into 
the pale of that church, concluded, that there could be 
no better or more certain way of bringing it about, than 
to procure a difputation to he held between two learned 
anid principal perfons, one of each fide, at which his Jady 
fhould be prefent. In that refolution he chofe, for the 
champion of his own caufe, the jefuit Beaumont, whofe 
true name was Roskwood, being brother to that Rookwood 
who was executed for the gunpowder treafon, Againft 
this antagonift lady Peterborough chofe our Primate, who, 
notwithitanding his health was not fufficiently confirmed 
to engage in fuch a talk, yet from the ardent zeal for the 
reformed doétrine, with which he was .conitantly ani- 
mated, and to fave a foul from falling into the wiles of 
an artful jefuit, he did not refufe to comply with her 
Jadythip’s requeft. The place appointed for holding the 
difputation was my lord's feat at Drayton in Northampton- 
Shire, a place very proper for the bufinefs, as being fur- 
nifhed with a moft copious library of the writings of all 
the antient fathers of the church, which were ready at 
hand, if it thould happen (which is ordinarily the cafe) 
that any of them fhould be referred to in the engagement. 
‘The heads of the difpute were agreed to be upon tranfub- 
ftantiation, the invocation of faints, of images, and the 


that {oyeral af the offenders being fatisfied they might lawfully take the 
oath of fupremacy, did thereby avoid the fentence of Premunire, then 
ready to be pronounced againtt them. It mutt be obferved, that there 
had been a fynodical meeting (as it is called) of the popith clergy, 
together with fome common lawyers, and monks of the Ciflertian, 
Francifea, and Jefuits order, wherein a decree was made, declaring 
the abjolute unlawfulacts of taking this oath of fupremacy. 
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perpetual vifibility of the church, After it had been het 
for three days, five hours each day, in which our Primate 
fuftained the part of refpondent, that office tor the fourth 
day lay upon Keavmont, according to the regulation leted 
by himfelf. But no jefuit then appeared. On the con- 
trary, he fent a letter to the baron, with an excufe for 
the default, alledging, ¢ That all the arguments which he 
had formed had ihpt out of his memory, nor was hi 
by any effort to recollect them, imputirg the caufe of the 
misfortune to a jut judgement of GOD upon him, for 
undertaking of his own accord, without the licence of his 
faperiors, to engage in a difpute with a perlon of fo great 
eminence and Jearning as the Primate.” Such «a flainctul 
tergiverfation funk deeply into the mind of lord Afordaunt, 
fo that, after fome conferences with the Primate, he re- 
nounced popery, and continued in the profeffion of the 
proteftant faith to the end of his life. 

This account is given in the life of our archbifhop by 
Dr. Nicholas Bernard, who fays he had it from an eye 
and ear witnefs. And it is in a great meafure confirmed 
by the reproach thrown upon Beanmont by Chaloner, a 
fecular prieft, who in a piece wrote againit the jefuit, 
*admonifhes him to beware of Drayton-boufe, lett he 
fhould there chance to light upon another U/ier, and be 
again put to flight, to the great difgrace both of himlelé 
and his profeffion.” As to the Primate, the eminent fer- 
vice done by this difputation to lady Peterborough could 
not but be very fentibly felt by her; and that it was foy 
fhe gave his Grace fufficient proofs in that extraordinar 
kindnefs and relpeét which fhe fhewed co him all his li 
afters K. James granted him the temporalities of the 
archbifhopric, notwithanding his abfence, and he was 
ordered four hundred pounds fterling out of the revenues 
of Ireland, by K. Charis 1. not long after his acceffion 
to the throne. Being now at the head of the /rifa churchy 
he omitted nothing‘which might either reform the abufes, 
or relieve the wants of it, both in regard to doctrine and 
difcipline. For that purpofe he made frequent perfonal 
vifitations, admonifhing thofe of the clergy whom he 
found faulty, and giving excellent advice and direétions to 
the reft, charging them to ufe the liturgy of the church 
in all public adminiftrations, and to preach and catechife 
diligencly in their refpective cures, and to make the haly 
fcriptures the rule as wel] as the fubje of their doétrine 
and fermons. He alfo endeavoured to reform the proc- 
tors, apparitors, and other officers of the ecclefiaftical 
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courts, where there were many great complaints of abufes 
and exactions in his predeceffor’s time, keeping a watch- 
ful eye to defeat the reftlefs endeavors of its neareft and 
moft dangerous enemies the papifts. In this fpirit, he 
oppofed vigoroufly 2 defign which was fet on foot by 
them in the winter after his arrival for granting a more 
full toleration to them*, At the fame time blaring: the 

aily 


* The propofitions to which the papifts offered to confent, in cafe of 

a more full toleration, were to pay their quota towards maintaining 
five hundred horfe and five thoufand foot-foldiers: Upon which occa- 
fion a general affembly of the nation, both proteftants and papitis, 
was called, by the then lord deputy Faléland, in the hall of the caftle 
of Dublin. The bithops, by the Lord Primate’s invitation, met firft at 
his houfe, where a proteftation was drawn up in form, importing, that 
the popith religion being Cuperftitious and idolatrous, a full toleration 
‘of it would be finful, and moreover a matter of moft dangerous con- 
fequence. This paper was figned by our archbifliop at the head of 
eleven prelates, one of whom (the bilhop of Derry) at the next meet- 
ing of the allembly, Aprif 23, 1627, publithed it at Chrift-church be- 
fore the lord deputy and council in the middle of his fermon, whercia 
he declared warmly againft the toleration; in which he was feconded 
by the Primate in a fermon preached the Suxday following before the 
fame auditory. Hereupon other refolutions were taken. Mr. Bayle 
having tranfcribed Bates's account of this proceeding of the bishops, 
makes the following remark: ‘I am to obferve, that our archbifhop 
and hie faffragans. ated according to the principles of thofe who are 
the moft rigid enemies to toleration, they not grounding their dectara- 
tion upon political reafons, like moderate men of that party, but only 
on the nature of the worthip in the popith communion, without once 
mentioning its perfecuting (pirit, which is the only reafon why even 
fach as favor toleration foppofe that it ought not to be tolerated.” To 
pafs by this critic’s rath aflertion, that the favorets of toleration ground 
their opinion of exempting popery only spon account of its perfecuting 
fpirit, the contrary of which is notorioufly evident in our famous poet 
‘Milton, who gives the very fame reafon for denying a toleration to pa- 
pery with our archbithop, wiz. its idslatry. It will be fufficient to re- 
Prefent the true tate of the cafe with refpe& to the Primate's condudét, 
which probably was unknown to Bayle. ‘The papifts, here underftood 
by the Iria bithops’ proteftation, were fuch as either defcended of the 
race of the antient Engi, or Such as held their eftates from the crown, 
who being generally loyal fubjeéts to his majety, thereupon took this 
oceation to propofe the fufpention of the laws againtt recufants, ‘This 
raifed a murmur among (everal of the proteftants, for whofe fatisfaétion 
it might be very neceflary for the bihops to make the aforementioned 
declaration. But that the Primate had no fuch {pirit of intolerancy as is 
here intimated by his accufer, is evident from what followed, which was, 
‘That the proteftants, refufing to contribute their quota to the fupport 
of a ftanling army, were affured that the laws againft recufants fhould 
‘remain in fall force; and that if the papifts, on the other hand, would 
give nothing without fuck a fafpenfion, they might perhaps agree that 
the condition of the kingdom required fome ftanding forces. It was 
sofolved therefore, by the lord depmty and council, that the Primate 
faould, in regard of hie great cfcm with all parties, declarc, in a 
tpeech 
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daily growth and increafe of Arminianifm, which was 
Jooked on by him as a very dangerous doétrine, he em- 
ployed fome time in fearching into the original of the pre- 
Reftinarian controverfy, and meeting with a curiofity 
upon that fubje, he publithed it in 1631, at Dublin in 
Gto. it is entitled Gotefchalci & predeflinariana Comtrover- 
fe ab Eo mote hifforia, Our Author had begun twelve 
‘years before to make colleCtions for a hiftory of pre- 
deftinarianifm ; hut, upon the coming out of that 
hiftory by Vofius, he dropped his defign of publithin 
any thing of it except thefe written by Gote/ebaic himfelf, 
which were not mentioned by Voffus, and had never been 
tinted, He had procured them out of Corbey-abbey in 
‘vance. Thus he writes to Dr. Ward, who had affiited 
him about the fame time with fome obfervations touching 


fpeech to the whole affembly, the true ftate of the kingdom, and the 
neceflity of a ftanding army for the defence thereof againft any foreizn 
invafions or inteftine commotions ; and confequently, that a competent 
fopply was needful for that purpofe; and to be raifed, without any 
condition whatfoever, as well by the Roman catholic as proteftant fub- 
jeAs. The fpeech is too long tw be inferted here, though it is an ex- 
quifite proof of his lordthip’s abilities in matters of fate ; and being 
tranfmitted by the defire of the lord deputy to the king, was well ap- 
proved by him. The following patage ia tt is apparently a full vindi- 
cation of the Archbishop again Bayle’s accufation of a perfecuting fpisite 
« Where the burden is borne, fays be, common, and the aid re- 
quired to be given to the prince by his fubjeéts of difference judgements 
in religion, it ftands not with the ground of common rea{on, that fuch 
a condition thould be annexed unto the gift as mui of neceffity deter 
the one party from giving at all upon fuch terms as are repugnant to 
their confciences : As therefore, on the one hand, if we defire that the 
recufants fhould join with us in granting a common aid, we fhould not 

in the condition of executing the ftatute, which we are fure they 
wuld not yield unto : fo, on the other hand, if they would have us to 
join with them in the fame contribution, they thould not require the 
condition of fulpending the ftarute to be added, which we in confcience 
cannot yield unto. The way will be then freely to grant unto his mae 
jefty, without all manner of conditions that may feem unequal unto 
any fide, and to refer unto his own facred breait how far he will be 
pleafed to extend or abridge his favor ; of whofe lenity, in forbeaving 
to execute the ftatute, our recufants have found fuch experience, that 
they cannot expect a greater liberty, by giving any thing that is de- 
manded, than now already they do freely enjoy.” The inference from 
this argument is obvious: That though it could not confit with a con~ 
fcientious regard for the fafety of the true religion, to content that 
popery, as being idolatrous, fhould have the fanétion of a law to ware 
rant the exercife of it; yet he exprefily approves his majefty’s lenity in 
forbearing to reftrain that exercife, except where the fafety of the pub- 
lic, and thence of the eftablifhed ion therewith, makes it ne: ro 
In thort, he is for keeping the rod in his hand, but to ufe it (paringly 
egainft them. Is not this the principle which is univerfally maintained 
‘bt this day by the difereetelt favoreré of toleration? 
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the nickname of the predeflinarians, impofed by the femi- 
pelagiaris on the followers of St. Aufiin. He publithed 
alfo another in 1632, concerning the antient /ri/a church. 
The title of this piece is, Vererum Epifielarum Hibernica~ 
rum Sylloge, containing a choice collection of letters out 
of feve Md aaticne manufcripts, and other authors, to and 
from [vifh bifhops and monks, from axxo 592 to 1180, 
concerning the affairs of the Jri/ church; which thew 
the great efteem, as well for learning as piety, in which 
the bithops and clergy of that church were held both at 
Rome, France, England, and elfewhere: With feveral 
matters relating to the great controverfies of thofe times 
about the keeping of Ea/fer, and alfo every thing relating 
to the ecclefiaitical difcipline and jurifdidtion of the 
eburch of that kingdom. 

This year he was likewife employed in Tecovering feve- 
ral lands belonging to his own diocefe, in which he was 
affifted by archbithop Lavd. }rom the time that lord 
Wentworth earl of Stafford held the poft of lord deputy of 
Freland, the archbifhop feft no means untried to improve 
the revenues of that church in general, * having for the 

ufe 








* A remarkable inftance of this appears in the warmth with 
which he oppofed a patent granted. to 8ir Fabr Bathe of three hun- 
dred pounds per aznum, at thia time to be paid out of the impro- 
Priations. The primate having given orders to ftop his patent, re 
ceived a letter from the fords juitices, defiring bin to declare his mo- 
tives for it. In anfwer to which he exprefics himfelf in thefe very 
warm terins : I cannot nor need nor produce any other season than 
that which I have done, and for the maintenance of the fufficieney 
whereof I will adventure all I am worth, namely, that, for the particn~ 
lar grant now in queftion, Sir Yohu Barhe's letter hath been gottett 
from his majefty by meer furreption, and therefore no patent ought to 
be paffed thereupon. For though I eafily grant, that my lord treafurer 
andthe chanecilor af the exchequer might certify unts kis majefy, 
that there was no other thing to be pafled here but impropriations, 
though Sir Yobn Bathe, I think, hath found already fomewhat elle to 
be paffed in his books, and may do more, if he will not be too hafty, bat 
take time to enquire: yet how does it appear, that either of thefe two 
noble gentlemen did as much as knew that his majefly had taken a for- 
mer order for the fettlement of thefe things upon the church, to which 
fefolution had they been privy, I do fe prefume of theif noblenefs, antl 
care of the public good, that the remittal of a matter of twa thothnd 
pounds, would not induce them to ctivert his majefty from making 
good that precious donation, which, by the example of his father o} 
never dying memory, be had folenanly devoted to GOD and his church > 
fich an ious aét of piety as is not to be countervailed with two 
thoufand pounds or twenty thoufand pounds of any earthly treafure. 
But whatfoever they knew, or knew not, of his maje&y’s own pious 
refolution, and conftant puspof never to revoke that which he hath 
once given unto GOD, i reft fo confident, as I dare pawn my life 
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‘ufé of it fome years before obtained a grant from his ma- 
jefty of {ach impropriations belonging to the crown as 
‘were then leafed out, as foon as they fhould fall, In 
1634, a little before the meeting of the parliament, he 
preferved the right of his fee to the primacy againit the 
attempts of the archbifhop of Dxblin, who challenged 
it, in confequence of which his precedency to the lord 
chancellor was obtained at the fame time, “The convo- 
cation meeting together with the parliament, he had the 
principal hand in compofing and eftablifhing the Zri 
canons, in which the liberties of that church were main- 
tained hy him againft Dr. Bramball, then bifhop of Lon- 
don-Derry. Bilhop Brambali propofed to have the canons 
of the church of England eftablifhed for that of Ireland, 
without any alteration whatfoever. This was thought 
fomething prejudicial to the liberties of the Jri/2 church 5 
whereupon it was concluded that the church of Jreland 
fhould not be tied to that book, but that fuch canons 
fhould be félected out of the fame, and fuch others added, 
as the prefent convocation fhould think fit, which was 
accordingly done, as appears from the view of each, It 
is more than probable that bifhop Bramhall was influenced 
by urchbifhop Laud, who, upon paffing thefe canons, 
wrote thus toU/her: ¢ For your canons, to {peak truth, and 
with liberty and freedom, though I cannot but think the 


upon it, that, when he did fign thofe letters of Sir Jub Bathe's, he 
ad not the leaft intimation given unto him, that this did any way 
crofs that former gift, which he made unto the church upon fo great 
and mature deliberation ; as being grounded upon the advice firit of 
the commiffioners fent into Ireland, then of the lords of the councit 
upon their report in England, thirdly of K. James that ever bleffed 
father of the church, and laftly of the commifiioners for Iri/b affairs, 
unto whom, for the laft conelulion and debating of this bufinefs, T 
was by his now ajc referred myfelf at my being in England.” 

But it appears, by bifhop Laud's anfwer, that the feal was put to 
Sir Jobu Bathes grant in April before, of which doftrine, fays that 
prelate, you may make this ufe, what clofe conveyance and carriage 
there may be when the church is to be fpoiled. Sir ‘Jobx Bathe, to 
procure this grant, had reprefented that the clergy had a third part of 
dretand in their hands : To fet that matter right, our Author had been 
‘at the pains of procuring a rental of all the revenues of the bifhopric> 
ahd deancries, which he fent to bifhop Lawd. It appears alfo, by 2 
letter of Uber to Laud, that the former was made by his majelty 
guardian of (piritualities for the Iri church; and in the fame letter, 
recommending his nephew Mr. Ufter to the provoitthip of Trinity- 
college, he has this expreffion, “I woutd rather loofe my life than not 
to anfwer the tru repofed in me by my fovercign.”” Upon the whole 
it appears, by thefe letters, that he perfeStly concurred with Laud in 
promoting the honor, power, wealth, and revenues of the hierarchy 
fo far was he from giving way t0 a fpitit of puritaniffa, 
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EnglifB canotis entire (efpecially with fome amendments’ 
would have done res ae fine you and that chur 
have thought otherwife, YGo very eafily fubmit to it.’ 
His grace afterwards writes thus, © As for the particular 
about {ubfcription, I think you have couched that very 
well, fince, as it feems, there was fome neceffity to 
carry that acticle clofely: and GOI) forbid you fhould 
upon any occafion roll back upon your former contro- 
verfy about the articles,’ To explain his lordthip’s means 
ing, it maft be obferved, that thofe canons of the thir- 
ty-nine articles of the church of England were received, 
and declared to be the confeffion of the faith of the church 
of Ireland, to which every clergyman was obliged to fub 
feribe, Upon which Dr. Heylin afferted, that the Zrifh 
articles of 1615 above mentioned were now repealed. 
But he recalled this error when he found (the truth) 
that the Jif articles were ftill retained and confirmed 
in thefe very cantons, The doctor indeed obferved, that 
the inconfiftency of the feveral articles proved the virtual 
repeal of the Jrif2 ones : yet it is plain that this was not fo 
underftood at that time, nor for feveral years after, fince 
both the Primate and all the reft of the Zri/b bifhops, at 
all ordinations, took the fubfcription of the party ordained 
to hoth fers of articles, till the Jr rebellion put a flop 
to all ordinations. However, fince the reftoration of K, 
Charles Il, a fublcription only to the thirty-nine articles 
of the church of England is tequired. 

All this while he kept a correfpondence in all countries 
for the advancement of learning, whereby among other 
things, he had procured in 1634 a very good copy of the 
Samaritan Pentateuch from the Eaft; befides one of the 
Old Teftament in Syriac, and other valuable manufcripts. 
It was one of the firft of thofe Pentateuchs that ever 
were brought into thefe weftern parts of Europe, as Mr. 
Sriden and Dr. Walton acknowledge ; and the Syriac Tef- 
wament was much more perfeét than had hitherto been 
feen in thefe parts. The other manufcripts were pro- 
cured by the means of one Mr. Davies, then a merchant 
at ieppo. The archbithop collated the Samaritan with 
the Hebrew, and marked the differences, after which he 
intended it for the library of Sir Robert Cotton. But this, 
as well as the other manufcripts, being borrowed of him. 
by Dr. /Falton, and made ufe of by him in the edition of 
the Pchglot Bible, were not recovered out of the hands 
of that bifhop’s executors till the year 1686, and are now 
in the Bedécian library at Oxford. And potwthltanding 
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the aforementioned neceffary avocations in the difcharge 
of his epifcopal office, he profecuted his ftudies with 
indefatigable diligence, the fruits of which appeared in 
1638, when he publifhed at Dudlin, in 4ze. his Emmanuel, 
or a Treatife on the Incarnation of the Son of GOD; 
which was followed by his Britennicarum Ecclefiarum An- 
tiguitates in the enfuing year. ‘This hiftory contains a 
moft exact account of the Britis church: From the firft 
planting of chriftianity in twenty years after our Saviour’s 
crucifixion, he brings it down both in Britain and Ireland, 
to the end of the feventh century. he piece was of 
great fervice, particularly to Dr Lloyd and bifhop 
Stilling fleet, his followers upon the fame {ubject. 

In the beginning of 1640, he came into England with 
his family, intending (as before) to. return in a year or 
twoat fartheft. Soon after his arrival he went to Oxford 
for the more convenience of purfuing his ftudies: But 
thefe were unhappily interrupted by the urgent necefity 
of the times, which put him epon writing some pieces 
that were publifhed at Oxferd in 1641, on the fubject_of 
epitcopacy : Thefe were; “<1. The Judgement of Dr. 

‘cynolds concerning the original of Epifcopacy defended. 
2. The Original of Bifhops, or a Chorographical and 
Hiftorical Difguifition touching the Lydian and Procon- 
fular Afia, and the Seven Metropolitan Churches con- 
tained therein.” The defign of this treatife is to prove, 
from Aéfs xix. 17, fupported by Rev. ii, 1. and con~ 
firmed by ecclefallical hiftory, that bifhops and metro~ 
politans were inftituted by the apoftles ; meaning only 
with regard to their fuperiority in degree; for he did not 
hold epifcopacy to be a fuperior order to pretbytery. 
He alfo endeavours to prove, that the bifhop of Rbefut 
was not only the metropolitan of the Proconfilar Afia, but 
the primate or Exarch of all the provinces that were com~- 
prehended within the compafs of the whole 4fan diocefe ; 
and that he aéted fuitably to the patriarchal jurifdiction, 
which was in effect conferred upon him. In the profe- 
cution of the argument be fhews: 1. That the Stars 
defcribed in the Revelations are the angels of the feven 
churches, ‘2. That thefe angels were the feveral bifhops 
of thofe churches, and not the whole college of prefby- 
ters, 3. That each of thefe feven churches was at that 
time a metropolis. 4. That thefe bifhops were ordained 
by the apoftles as conftant permanent officers in the 
church, and fo in a fort jure divine, not to be difpenfed 
with except in cafes of neceffity. Thefe tracts were 
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Printed, with others upon the fame fubje%, under the 
following title: ‘* Certain briefe ‘Treatifes, written by 
diverfe learned Men, concerning the antient and modern 
Government_of the Church, wherein both the primitive 
Inftitution of Epifcopacy is maintained, and the lawful- 
nefs of the Or ion of Proteftant Minifters beyond 
the Seas likewite defended. Oxford, 1641, 412.” 

Tt was about this time alfo, that he drew up his re- 
markable treatife concerning the ‘‘ Power of the Prince, 
and Obedience of the Subject ;*” and the fame year being 

confulted 






* This tra& was not printed till after the reftoration, when it came 
out with a remarkable preface by bithop Sanderfon. It is too well’ 
known to need any comment bere. We fhall only take notice, that 
Dr, Parr feems to have had this book in his eye, where he tells ws, 
© That, after the fitting of the long patliam-nt, the Primate made it 
his buiinels, as well by preaching as writing, to exhort than to loyalty 
and obedience to their prince, endeavoring to the utmott of his power, 
to heal up thole breaches, and reconcile thofe differences, that were 
ready to bieak out both in church and ftate. The hook was wrote by 
the King’s coramand, hut forborn then to be publithed begaule of the 
increafing violence of the times.” And if we may believe the before- 
mentioned writer of the Archbithop’s life, the reafon of his not dyin; 
it during the timeof the Ufirper, was, an apprchenfion tbat either his 
adherents or othere might interpret it to his advantage. It was pub- 
Vihed by his Grace's grand{on, Jame: Tyrrel, eqs in 1662. Rifliop 
Sanderjon obferves, that in it every thing may he found which can be 
amet with either in the holy feriptures, fathers, philuophers, common 
reafon, and the laws and Ratutes of the realm, to prove it altogether 
uulawful for a fubjedt to take up arms againft his fovereign prince, 
and is alfo there made ule of to the greateft advantage. Dr. Parr has 
given his Grace's anfwers to feveral queries propoled to him while he 
was at Oxford concerning this matter, in onc of which he gives the 
following rule fur obeying extrajudicial precepts of his majetty : If 
they be fuch (fays he) as command me to be aétive in doing that 
which is unjutt by the known law of the fand, he yields true obedience 
that denies to fulfil fuch a command ; Only this muft not be generally 
Pronounced as a rule in time of war, where neceffity will be in many 
things a ftronger law than that which is fixed for a peaceful govern. 
ment. Butif they be any of fuch commands as make me only paffive 
in requiring fome of my eftate by a Joan or tax, I may not haftily 
fquare with my fovereign by denial and ftanding out: For any man, as 
he may recede from his right, and that which is his own, fo ought he 
not to contett with his fovercign matters of no very great mo- 
ment. As for the infringing of the liberties of the fubjeét, fuch taxes 
or Joans, or any other extrajudicial commands, muit be general, 
tending to all or moft fubjects ; and cuftomary, being often impoled 
before they can be judged fo immediately to infringe the fubjcét's 1i- 
erties, as to make a fubject think he is bound to deny.” Hence it 
‘“ppears, that the Archbifhop knew how to diftinguifh between unlimited 
qialfive obedience and Jegal refiftance. He held every means for de- 
fending and maintaining the liberties of the fubjeé& lawfa! except that of 
taking up arms againft him; But ail attempts of that kind, cither by 
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confulted by the king in the earl of Strafird’s alfair, 
he gave his opinion gaint his majefty’s figning the 

bill 





open violence or fecret machinations, he abfolutely condemned, ies 
built apparently wpon popifh principles, which he took all proper ‘oc- 
calions to expofe. In that {pirit we find him preaching a remarkable 
fermon in St. Mary’s church at Oxford, betorc the univerficy, on the 
fifth of Novemver this fame year, 1642. One Ralph Bucklan, a 
popith pric, had publifhed two traits in razco, entitled: 1. Sevea 
parks of the enkindied Soul. 2. Four Lamentations, which, com- 
pofed in the hard times of Q. Elinabe:h, may be uled at all simes 
when the church happeneth to be extremely persecuted : Drawn ont of 
the holy feriptures after the form of pfalms. To thei was fubjoined a 
Feofus Platter. Where or when thefe weve printed 
the title-page. However, that it was afici 
Tito the crown of England, appears in \ 
By the band of chy great fervant Jauscs 
we may And him an honorable comferter.---Beautify hin with a 
‘more precione thaw his crown by the true name of a good king, $s." 
Our Primate having procured a copy «f thefe pious pieces, ook ocea- 
fon in the ferman julf mentioned to vbferve, that the fad trasts having 
been printed at Rome in 1603, or thereabouts, the gurpowder-trealon, 
which was not dilcovered til 1605 iz. Eug/and, was known two years 
before at Rome, where thefe trv traéts waie printed in 1603, or there- 
abouts ; and ¢l.at prayers were tent v> there at the fime time for the 
profperous fuccefs of the faid ::eafonzble plor, which was evideut from 
feveral puflages in the’ traéts, which he send before his audience, as 
follows; Pial. ii. p. 25. ¢ Confirm their hearts in hope, for the 
demprtion is not far off. ‘The year of vilitation draweti 10 an eid: 
And jubilation i. at hand.” Pal. ii, p. 32. € But the memory of no- 
velties. fhall perith with a Asa ruinous houle falling to the 
ground.” Ibid. p. 33. ¢ He ome as a flame that burnetl ott he- 
yond the furnace, @c. Firs fury thalt ly forth as thunder.” Pfui. ive 
Pp. 5q- <The crack was heard into all kundss and made nations quake 
for fear.’ Ibid. p. 66. ¢ In x moment canft thou cruth her bones, &'c." 
But we mutt not omit the remarks made herenpon by Mr. H’aad, who, 
having informed ws, that al} hele pnffaes delivered from the pulpit by 
our Jearned and godly Archbithop were then generally believed, proceeds 
thus: ¢T matt make bold to tell the Reacer, being an eager purfuce 
of truth, thar, by the ieveral copies of the faid books which Ihave feen, 
it doth not appear at all that shey were printed a: Rese, or where elle ¢ 
And if it may really be gueiled by the make or mould of the letter 
wherewith they were printed, { fhould rather take them (as one or 
more doétors of the univerfity do the like) to have heen printed either 
at Rheims or Doway, or not unlike.y at dictuerp: Vor at Rome there 
were feldom before that time, then, or fince, fuci fine or clear letters 
ufed, as by multitudes of books which F have jecn, that were printed 
at that place, appears; nor indeed ever weve or are any Englifb books 
printed there.” This moit diligently inguiftive writer furwuithes us, 
purfuant to the plan of his work, with an account of tue author, 
Ralph Buckland, who, he fays, was an clquire’s fon, born ant de- 
fended from an anticnt gentecl family of his name at Woff Ha-ptree 
in Somerfeybire, became a commoner of Magdatee-college, Oxjurd, in 
Michaelmas term, 1579, aged fifteen or thereabouts; but, before he 
took a degree, went t0 Loz, and ftudied the common law. At 
length, 
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bill * for attainting that nobleman, In the rebellion 
which broke out this year in Jredand, the popifh party 
made 


length, being inflamed with a love to the Roman catholic religion he 
Jefc his parents, country, and the profpest of a fair inheritance (for he 
‘svas the fist heir to his father) and went forthwith (hy the inftigation, 
without doubt, of fome pret) to the Engl college at Ricims; in 
which place and at Rome, he {pent about years, in the eager ob- 
taining of knowledge in philofophy and divinity. Afterwards being 
apade prieft, and fent into the miffion of Exgland, lived chiefly, I pre- 
fame, in bis own country, and {pent above twenty years in doing offices 
belonging to his profeffion.” Then follows an account of his writings, 
beginning with the two trafis abovementioned, which he calls, ¢ Two 
Tide things that contain ejaculations very full of moft fervent devotion 
for the reconcilement of Exgland and Scotland to the Romijb church.” 
‘The next piece is, An embaflage from heaven, wherein our Lond. 
Chri giveth to underftand his indignation againtt all fuch as, being 
catholicly minded, dare yield their prefence to the sites and public 
prayers of the malignant church,” in Sve. without date of time of 
Place.” He alfo tranflated, from Latin into Engl, 2 book, entitled, 

De Perfecutione Vandrlica, lib, iii written in Latin by Pidtor, bithop 
of Biferte or Benferte in Africa, Alfo the fix tomes of Laur, Surius, 
De witis Sandiorum. Afver this the conclufion follows in thefe terms: 
© What elle our zealous Author hath written and tranflated I find not 
as yet, nor any thing elfe of him, only that he, dying in 1622, was 
buried, I prefume, tm his own country, near to the graves of his an- 
cettors, who were all zealous Roman catholics, but fince not. He left 
behind him, among the brethren, the character of 2 moft pious and 
feraphical perfon, a perfon who went beyond all of his time for fervent 
devotion,” We have tran{cribed this article of Buckland, in Mr. Wood's 
own words, becaufe it is a remarkable inftance of the truth of bithop 
Burnel’s charge againit the antiquary for his partiality to the Roman 
catholics. FE 





* His Grace having heen mifreprefented in this matter, we fhalt give 2 
juk account of it; and firft from De. Nicholas Bernard's faneral fermon, 
in the preface to which he deciares he had the account from the Primate 

imfelf in writing, as follows: “ That Sunday morming wherein the 

king confalted the four bifhops (of Loudos, Durham, Lincoln, and 
Carlie) the archbithop of Armagh was not prefent, being then preach- 
ing (as he then accultomed every Sumday to do) in the church of 
Covent-garden, where a meffage coming unto him from his majefty, 
he defcended from the pulpit, and told him that brought it, he wag 
then, as he faw, employed about GOD's bufinefs ; which as foon as 
he had done, he would attend upon the king to underftand his pleafure, 
But the king {pending the whole afternoon in the ferious debate of the 
lord Strafford’s cafe with the lords of the council and the judges of the 
land, he could not before evening be admitted into his majefty's pre- 
fence. There the queftion was again agitated, whether the king in 
juitice might pals the bill of attainder againft the eas] of Strafford; for 
that he might fhew mercy to him was no gueftion at all, no ‘nian 
doubting but that the king, without any feruple of confeience, might 
have granted him a pardon, if other reatons of ftate, in which the 
“bilkops were made neither judges nor advilers, did not hinder him, 
Th: 
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made {poil of all the effects of the Primate, except fome 
furniture in his houfe at Drogheda, and his library there, 
which 


The whole refiilt therefore of the determination of the bifhops was ta 
this effe&t, that therein the matter of faét and matrer of law were to be 
diftinguithed. That of matter of fa&t he himfelf might make a judge- 
ment; having been prefent at all the proceedings againtt the earl, 
where, if, upon hearing the allegations on the other fide, he did not 
Conceive him guilty of the crimes wherewith he was charged, he could 
not in juftice condemn him. But for matter of law, what was treafon, 
and what was not, he was to reft in the opinion of the judges, whofe 
office it was to declare the law, and who were fworn therein to carry: 
themselves indifferently between him and his fubjetts, which gave his ma~ 
Jefty occafion to complain of the dealing of the judges with him not long: 
beferes that, having earnely preffed them to declare in particular, what 
point of the lord Strafford’s charge they judged to be treafonable, (for- 
afmuch as, upon hearing of the proofs produced, he might in his con» 
feience perhaps find him guiltlels of the fa) he could not by any 
means draw them to nominate any in particular, but that, upon the 
whole matter, treafon might juftly be charged upon him. And in this 
fecond meeting it was ob(erved, that the bithop of Loxdon (pake nothing, 
at all; but the bithop of Liscola not only {pake, but put « writing allo 
into the king’s hand, wherein what was contained the reft of his bre~ 
thren knew not." This account is certainly fufficient to any candid en- 
airec. But it having been laid to the Primate’s charge, that he per= 
fuaded the king to fign this bill out of revenge, becaule the ewt, when 
Jord lieutenant of Ireland, had outwitted him, and made him the in- 
frument, before he was aware, of abrogating the Jib articles of re- 
figion, that pretence has been invalidated, as we have already feen, by 
Dr. Parr, who expofes it fmartly enough, obferving, * That if the 
Primate had any private grudge againft the carl upon this fcore, he 
caried it very flily, infomuch that neither the earl himfelf, nor any of 
his friends were fenfible of it, For ({ays he) whilit the earl cun- 
tinuedt in Ireland, there never was any difpute or unkinduet between 
them, but they parted good friends. The earl wrote to him after this 
bufinels, and not long before bis going for England, full of kindnefe 
and refpeét, And after the earl’s commitment to the black rod, as 
alfo when he was a prifoner in the tower, the Primate frequently vilited 
him, and the earl was pleafed to confult with him in divers matters re~ 
inting to his defence at his.trial. Now, certainly, had the ear! believed 
that the Primate bore any malice towards him, much more had adviled 
the king to put him to death (which could not have been well concealed. 
from him) though we may fuppofe the earl had fo much chrittian cha~ 
rity as to forgive fo great an injury, yet it is not very likely that he 
fhould exercite fuch a piece of mortification as to chuie him, whom he 
believed to be the promoter of his death, to prepare Lim for it, and to 
be the man to whom he addrefied his fpecch from the feaffold, and 
whofe affittance he defired in that his lait extremity." Dr, Parr like+ 
wilt alures us, that, in the Primate’s extreme illnefs at St. Donates 
caltle in Wales, he afked his Grace, whether he had advifed the king to 
pal the bill againit the carl of Strafford. To which the Primate an- 
fwered: «*T know there is fuch a thing moft wrongfully laid to my 
charge ; for I neither gave nor approved of any fuch advice, as that 
she King thould affent to the bill again the earl; but, on the contrary, 
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were conveyed thence to Chefer. Thus deprived and 
plundered, he never more faw his native country, and 
had the ‘bifhoprick of Carli, lately vacant by the 
death of Dr. Pezer, given him by the king to bold in 
commendam ; tat the revenues of it were much impaired 

quartering of the Sesich and. Englifh armies upon 
ther did he above once or twice receive the annual 





told his majeity, that, if he was Yatisfied, by what he had heard at his 
trial, that the curl was not guilty of trealon, his majefty ought not in 
conicience to confent to his condemnation. And this the king knows 
well enough ; and can clear me, if he pleales.” _* Nor was the primate 
(continues De. Parr) miflaken in this: For when, not long after, it 
was toid his majety at Oxford, that the archbithop of Armagh was 
dead, he fpeke to colonel William Legg, and Mr. Kirk, then of the 
bedchamber, to this effeét, That he was very forry for his death," to- 
wether with high expreffions of his piety and inerits. “And when one there 
prefent replied, * That he believed he might be fo, were it not for his 
perfaading your majefly to confent to the eat] of Strafford's execution.” 
Ir, which the king in a great palo returned, that it was falfey, « For 
(aid he) after the bill was pai, the Archbifhop came to me, fiying, 
with tears in his eyes,  O Sir?) What have you done? I fear that 
this aS may prove a great trouble to your conftience, and pray GOD 
thut your majefty may never fulfer by the Signing of this bills" or 
words to that effeet, Morcover it is certain, that his majefty, the next 
day after he had figned the bill, and the day before the earl's execu 
tion, pitched upon the Primate as the fittett perfon to be entrufted with 
a mebase of the moft interetting nature, to be delivered privately to 
the eal, We have a letter written hy Mr, Radclife to William earl of 
Stafford, (Jon to the former ear) the contents of which are as follows. 
« My Lord, 

€ Sinice I wrote laf to your Jordthip, my ford primate hath thewed 
me my lord primate Ufser"s almanack, In the beginning whereof ¥ 
find written what is contained in the note I here fend your lordthip, 
the contents wheseof being the only occation of this letter. I reft, 

© My Lord, 
« Your Jordthip’s moft humble and obedient fervant, 

Dublin, Now.17, 1666. * Tuomas RaDcuirrs. 


PS. ‘The lord primate’s note, 








« May rt, 1643. 
‘he king witheth me to deliver unto my lord Stafforde tomorrow, 
if the king's life only were hazarded thereby, he wonld never 
given paflage unto his death, 2. ‘That the execution, without ex- 
me danger, could not be deferred. 3. That he was moved by the 
‘ds for his wife and children, and intended to difpofe his whole eftate 
upon them. 4. Thatif his fon be capable, he will take efpecial notice 
is employment and preferment (which I mut tell none but 
g- Phat for lord chancellor Lowther and Derry, he ops their 
Jrucecdings, mati} they give goad reafon for their authority. 6. Lord 
v's ability above all the natives, 7. Earl of Ormond will be 
Kuight of the garter in his place. 8, Carpenter to be at liherty to took 
ty fas sflaiv, vr any ene he dail appoint to have the care of his children.” 
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penfion of four hundred pourids voted to be given him by 
the-parliament, upon their feizing the bifbop’s lands +. 
In 1642, he returned to Oxford, where, befides his 
clofe application to ftudy, he preached every Sunday at 
fome of the churches*. “The following year he was ae 
minate 


4 Ds. Bernard, in his faneral fermon, tells us, that about this time 
eardina) Richeliew invited him into France, with the promife of 9 very 
noble penfion, befides frecdom of his religion: And Dr. Parr obferves 
this is not unlikely (though he never heard his lordthip fpeak of it} 
from an inftance of the honor that cardinal thewed him, upon receiv~ 
jing a prefent of his treatife of the ‘ Antiquity of the Brit churches,” 
by a letter full of kindnefs and refpe&t, accompanied with a gold medal 
ot confiderable value, with his own effigies ftampt upon it, which, fays 
Dr. Bernard, -is Will prefcrved. The {ane writer alfo fays, that the 
tuniverfity of Leyden offered at this time to chufe him their honorary 
profeffor, with “an increafe of the ftipend. It is true thefe fa&ts are 
fomewhat quefioned by Dr. Smith, who however does not omit men- 
tioning, that the Primate was invited ten years afterwards by Anne of 
Augiria to that kingdom, but upoa what terms he could not tell. 

. © He had generally a crowded audience, and as he preached fre- 
quent at the church-of AU-ballows, joining to Lincolu-college, Thomas 
Marfball, then a young ftudent of that college, conftantly attended 
his Grace's fermons there, which fo exceedingly wrought upon his af- 
fections, that he refolved from thenceforth to make him the pattern of 
all the religious and learned fludies and condn& of his lite, and there- 
fore could never after enduse thofe that fhould, in their common dif- 
courfe and writings, refle&t in the leaft on our facred Prelate. This 
Dr. Marfball became afterwards an exemplary divine, and an eminent 
critic in the Gotbic and Saxon languages, and on that account chal- 
Tenges fome further notice to be taken of him in thefe memoirs, He 
was the (on of a father of both his names, was born at Barkebey in Lei 
cefleroire, educated there in grammar-learning under Francis Foc, vi= 
car of that town, entered a bachelor in Liacoln-caflege in Michaelmas 
term, 1640, aged nineteen years; and on the thirty-firtt of July, the 
followin, » he was eleéted one of Robert Trapp’s fcholars in that 
houfe, about which time it was that he became a conftant auditor of 
archbithop User at All-ballows church, the advowfon whereof is ip 
that college. Soon after Oxferd being garrifoned upon the breaking 
out of the rebellion, he bore arms therein for his majelfy in the regi- 
ment of Henry eatl of Dover af his own proper cofte and charges; and 
therefore in 1645, when he ftood candidate for the degrer of bachelor 
of arts, be was admitted thereta without ying fers, But, upon the 
approsch of the parlismentary viltation, be Yefe the niverfity, crofed 

feat, and became preacher to the Engli> merchants ‘at Rotterdam 
and Dort, in the place of Henry Toxer, deccafed, In 1664 he was 
admitted bachelor of djvinity; and four years after, publihhing Ob- 
Servations on the Evangsite, Ghd thereby evive the memary of him, 
felf fo much in his college, that the fociety chofe him fellow thereof 
without his knowledge or fecking, December 17, 1668. In the year 
following he proceeded dofor in his faculty, and upon the promotion 
af Dr. Crew to the fee of Oxford, he fucceeded that munificent bene= 
faGtor in the re€tory of his college, and was afterwards appointed chap- 
lajn in ordinary to his majety. In the month ef May, 1680, he be- 
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sminated one of the affembly of divines at ¥i/imiiffer, 
but was fo far from complying to -it, that he even {poke 
ogaingt their authority. in fome of his fermons; upon 
which he was not only voted out again, but his library 
feized by the parliament; yet he met with fome friends 
who redeemed itt. In 1644, he publifhed, at Oxford, 
Polycarpi et Ignatit Epiftela, Sc. Quibus prafixa of non 

$ Bs de 


came reftor of Bladox near Woadfock in Oxfordfire ; and, upon the 
promotion of dottor Framptorx to the fee ore Gleucefler, he was nomi- 
mated dean of that church in January, 1680; in which deanery bein, 
inflalled on the goth of Aprif, 1681, he refigned the reftory of 
in February, 1682. Neither did he live to enjoy the deancry many 
‘years, his'death happening fuddenly at his fodgings at Lixcol-college, 
Zany in the morning of the x9th oF April, 1685. He was buried in 
thav chancel commonly called the college-chancel of the church of “AU. 
hallows, or All-faints aforementioned. By his laft will and teftament 
he gave to the public library of the univerfity of Oxford all fach of his 
‘books, whether manufcripts or printed, that were not then in the faid 
ibrary, except only fuch as were in his faid will otherwife difpofed of s 
and the remaining past to Lincela-college library, that is, fuch as were 
not already there at that time, Alfo he gave to the faid college the 
money that fhould, be railed by the fale of his eftate: This amounted 
to the fum of fix hundred pounds and upwards, with which was pure 
chaftd.fourtcen pounds per annum, a fee-farm-rent iffuing out of the 
manor of Little Dean in Gloucefitrfire, and twelve Pounds er annem, 
arent-charge out of fome lands in Brill in Bucks: Which benefastion 
is now enjoyed by three feholars of the fociety, Upon the whole, the 
Oxford Antiquary does him no more than fri&t juftice, when be records 
him as a perfon very well yerfed in books, a noted critic, efpecially in 
the Gothic and Engift Saxon tongues, a painful preacher, & good man, 
and 2 good governor, and one every way worthy of his {ation in the 
church, He hath written: 1, Obfervationes in Evangeliorum verfiones 

-antiquas duas Gotbica fcil. et Angle-Saxonica, @e, Dordrecht, 
3665, ina thick large glo. 2. ‘The Catechifm fet forth in the book of 
Common Prayer, briefly explained by fhort notes, grounded upon 
Roly. Scripture. 'Oafard, 1679, 8v0, The thort notes were ‘drawn 
ap and compofed by our Author at the defire and motion of Dr. Fell 
‘bithop of Oxford, to be ufed by the minifters of his diocefe in cate- 
ehizing the children of their refpettive parithes. In other editions, 
that followed foon after, was added, An Effay of Queftions and An- 
{wers, framed out of the fame notes, for the exercife of youth, by the 
fame hand : Which.catechifma, with the notes and effay, was tranilated 
into Welfb by Yobu Willams, a Cambridge {cholar, but tutor to a no- 
Dleman. of Fefus-college in Oxford, printed at Oxford, 1682, 802. 
3» An Epifle for the agp reader, prefixed to Dr. Thomas Hyde's 
Wanflation, into the Malayan language, OF the four Gofpels of our 
Lord Jefur Chrif, and the AQs of the Apoltles, Oxford, 1677, 4%, 
jn a Mheet and a half.’ Dr. Marfeall did alfo take a great deal of pains 
in compleating the life of Primate Ufer, publihed by Dr. Richard 
Parr, but died before it faw the light. 

} [twas feized by the committee of delinquents eftates, and would 
-Bave been fold by them, had not Dr. Featly, who was then in fome fa- 
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& Ignatit folum et Palycarpi Scriptis fed etiam de Apoftolicis 
Conpitmtionibus et Canonzbus Clementi Romano pares 
Differtatio: Upon the decline of the king’s affairs, Ox- 
Jord being threatened with .a fiege, he left that city, and 
retired to Caerdiffe in Wales to the houfe of Sir Timothy 
Tyrrel, who bad married his only daughter, and was then 
wernor of that garrifon, and general of the ordnance, 
fiavi brought many. chefts of books with him, he pro- 
fecuted his ftudies here undifturbed for fix months, and 
made a good progrefs in the firft part of his Annals: Till 
this garrifon was unfurnifhed for the ngs fervice, and 
his fon-in-iaw obliged to give up his poft, and quit the 
place. In this exigence, he very gladly accepted of arr 
invitation from lady dowager Stradling to come to the 
caftle at St. Donate. But in paffing thither, he unluckily 
fell into the hands of the mountaineers, who ftript him of 
all his books and papers, which yet were afterwards, in 
a great meafure, recovered by the kindnefs of the clergy 
and gentlemen of that country *; and he met with an ex: 
cellent 





‘vor with them, made intereft, by the means of Mr, Seidew, to obtain 
them for his own ule, either as 2 gift, or by laying down fome money 
for them ; and fo got them into his hands, and fecured them for the 
Primate, But feveral were either embezzled or ftoien whilft in their 
cuftody, Among, others, feveral papers and collections of his own 
writing, with all his letters, cither to or from his learned friends, 
which he had left behind him, were then plundered. 

© The mountaineers, je ‘as he was ready to go, got up, to the 
number of ten thoufand, in arms, in a tumultuous manner, and, 
chufing officers, formed themfeclves into a body, ss was pretended, for 
the king; But they would neither be governed by Engli/o commanders, 
ror fuffer any Englifs garvifons in the country. To avoid thefe men, 
who lay between Caerdiffe and Donate, fome perfons in Caerdiffe, 
the requett of the governor, undertook to convey him through by-way 
but they unluckily fell into the hands of a Mraggling party that was 
feouting thereabouts, who, carrying them to the main-body, immedi+ 
ately broke open the Primate's cheft of books, &, and ranfacking his 
manutttiy and papers of his own writing, thefe were quickly dif 
perfed into 2 thoufand hands; nor fo content, they pulled the Primate 
and his daughter, and other ladies, from their horfes; all which he 
bore with his ulual patience and a feeming unconcernednefs; when 
fome of their officers (who were gentlemen of the country) coming in, 
feemned very much afhamed of this barbarous treatment, and caufed 
their horfes and other things to be reftored : ‘but the books and papers 
could not then be retrieved. They afterwards conduéted him back to 
Sir Jobin Aubery's houfe, not far off, where be was very civilly re- 
cvived, and lod that night. When he came thither, and had re- 
tired himfelf, «I moft confels, fays Dr. Parr, that I never faw him fo 
tmuch troubled in my life; and thofe thet were with him before myflf 
fatd, that be not more {enfibly concerned for all his lofles in 
Ireland than for this ; faying to his daughter and thofe that. ae 
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cellent library at St. Donate, which he did not negle& to 
make ufe of while he was able; but within 2 month after 
his arrival, he was feized with a fit of ficknefs, which 
reduced him to the laft extremity. After his recovery, 
he went to London by the invitation of the countefs of 
Peterbortugbst at whofe houfe he arrived in June, 16463 
and, in the beginning of the next year, was chofen 
preacher to the fociety of Lincoln’s-dun.t This year he 

publithed 


voured to comfort him ;* * I know that it i¢GOD’s hand, and that I 
muuft endeavour to bear it patiently; though I have too much human 
frailty not to he extremely concerned ; for I am touched in 2 very ten- 
der place ; and he has thought fit to take from me, at once, all that f 
have been gathering together above thefe twenty years, for the advance- 
ment of learning and the good of the charch.”: Divers of the neigh- 
bouring gentry and clergy came to viit him next day; and, condoling 
his Jof3, promifed to do their utmoft to retrieve his books and papers, 
if not torn and bust, and civilly attended him to St. Donate; and by 
publifhing in the churches every where in thofe parts, that all who had 
any fitch books or papers fhould bring them to their mafers or land- 
lords, there was brought, within two or three months, almoft all his 
books and papers: fo that we found not many wanting, 

+ Before he left Wales, his finances being much reduced by an ex- 
penfive ficknefs, as well as by removals, the year patt, feveral gentle 
men of the country fent him; unknown to cach other, divers confidera~ 
le fume; fo that in a few weeks he had enough to fpply all his pre- 
fent occafions, and alfo to defray the expences of his journey to Bry 
land. This was confidered by him as a particular providence, for 
which he was very thankful. It is certain the fupply was very feafona 
ble: For it now began not to be fafe for him to flay at St. Donate. 
‘Wherefore Oxford being like to be taken, and not caring willing! to 
truft nimfelf at London, he veaffumed his former thoughts of rating 
‘beyond-fea; and, having provided a veflel, had procured a pals for 
that purpofe from the ear! of Warcwick, then admiral. But, as they 
were preparing to go, there came into the road before Caerdiffe a 
fquadron of thips under the command of one Moulton, vice-admiral 
for the parliament, Whereupon the Pritate fent his chaplain to him, 
then on fhore at Caerdiffe, to know if he would fuffer him to go, thew~ 
ing the pafs ; which Moulton not only refufed to comply with, but faid, 
if he could get the Primate into his hands, be would carry him to the 

arliament, and threatened to fend the chaplain invmediately to his fhip. 

jo that this invitation from lady Peterborough was exceedingly wel 
come to the Primate ; and having procured pafles, he left St. Donate’s 
after almoft 2 year's refidence there. 

1 The fociety ordered him handfome lodgings, ready Furnifhed, and 
feveral rooms for his library, which was about this time brought up from 
Chefter, being almoft ali the remains of his fubftance that Fad efeaprd 
the rebels, Mr. (afterwards lord chief juftice) Hale was then a bencher 
of the fociety, and probably had the chief hand in procuring him this 
place ; and it happened that the fociety was well rewarded for it by that 
tuenfure lodged in this Ebrary by the chief juttice in four volames, 
which were extraéted from the Primate’s manuicripts ; of which Dr. 
Parr has fubjoined to his life of the Primate a catalogue, confiting af 
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ynibliftied his testife De Romane Ecclefie Symlolo, which 

hefollowed by his Difertatio de Macedonum et Afiancrum anne 

filari in the beginning of 1648, 802. In this tra, he- 

fides fixing the -exact time of St. Polycarp’s martyrdom, 

he hath compared the Grecian and Macedonian moths 

with the Julian and other nations ; and, having laid down 
the method and difpofition of the Macedonian and Afatic 
year, he adds rules for finding out the-cycles of the fun 
and moon, and Eafter for ever, with (everal curjous ac- 
counts of the celeftial motions according to the antient 
Greek aftronomers, Melon, Calippus, Eudocus, and ottiers.- 
‘To which is annexed an Ephemeris, or intire Greek and 

Roman calendar fot the whole year, with the rifing and 
fetting of the ftars in that climate. ©’ ; 

- About this time he was fent for to the Le of Wight by 
his majefty, to afift him in treating with the parliament 

upon the point of epifcopacy ; when he propofed an ex- 
pedient, which he called Prefbyterian and Epifcopal Go- 
vernment conjoined, which the king approved as the 
Jikelieft_ means of reconciling the then differences. But 
no.propofals, how moderate foever, were able to fatisfy” 
the prefbyterians, till his majefty was taken out of their 
hands by the army, and brought to the fcaffold, the fight 
of which ftruck “our Primate with the utmoft horror. 

The countets of Peterborough’s houfe, where the Primate 
then lived, being Seely. oppofite to Charing-Crofs, fe- 

veral of the family, at the time of the king’s execution, 

went up to the leads of the houfe, which commanded 2 
fall view of Whitehall; and, as foon as his majefty came 
upon the feaffold, fome of them went down and told the 
Primate, atking him if he would not fee the king once 
more before he was put to death. ‘Though unwilling at 
firft, yet he was perfuaded at length to go up, as well 
out of a defire to fee the king once again as a curiofity, fince 
he could {carce believe what they told him unlefs he faw 

it. When he came upon the leads, his majefty was in his 
fpeech: The Primate ftood ftill, and faid nothing, but 

fighed ; and, lifting his hands and eyes full of tears to- 
wards heaven, feemed to pray earneftly, Buc when the 
king had done fpeaking, and had taken off his cloaths and 

@oubler, and ftood ftript in his waiftcoat, and the execn- 

tioners 


thirty-three very curious books, Here the Primate conftantly preached 
all the term thme for almott cight years, til at laf, his eye-Gight and 
tecth beginning to fail him, he could not well be heard in fo large a 
congregation, and was forced to quit this place abom a year and 3 hulf 
Yefore his death, to the great regret of that fuciety. 
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tioners im vizatde began to put up his hair, the Primate 
grew pale, and began to faint; fo that, if he had not been 
abferved by his own fervant, and fome others who ftood 
wea, and thereupon fupported him, he had fwooned away. 
Upon this, they prefently carried him down, and laid 
him on his bed, where he made wfe beth of tears and 
prayers; tears that fo horrid a fin fhould be committed, 
and prayers that GOD would give his prince patience and: 
conftancy to undergo thofe cruel fufferings; and that he 
would not, for the vindication of his awn honor, permit. 
fo great a wickednefs to pafs unpunifhed. And he kept: 

the thirtieth of January a private faft as long ag he lived. 
Ta 1650, he publi the firft part of his Annals of 
the Old Teftament, In 1652 came, out his Epiffola ad. 
Ludovicum Capellum de variantibus Textus Hebraici Lefti- 
oribus, at London, 4t0. In 1654, Cromwell now raifed 
to the fupreme dignity with more than kingly power, 
under the title of ProteCtor, thought it would become 
that charaéter to put on the air and manner of a gracious 
fovereign, equally regarding all his fubjects with a pater- 
nal care, without diftinGion of parties or profeffions. In 
this difpofition he began to fhew favor to fome of the or- 
thodox clergy of the church of England: Among thefe 
was Dr. Nicholas Bernard, who had been the lord Pri- 
mate’s chaplain in Jreland, and was afterwards dean of 
Kilmore. Cromuxll having faved his life at the taking of 
Drogheda, had now made him his chaplain, when his 
highnefs, in the fame humor, fending for the Primate, 
received him with great kindnefs and civility“, and the 
following 


® The converfation might not improbsbly (at Dr. Parr was ine 
formed) turn chiefly about sdivencing the teftant interett, as well at 
home as abroad, to which Cromwel male great pretences. And it 
was faid that, cither now or fome other time, he gave the Primate a 
penfion for life; the truth of which is much queftioned by Dr. Parr, 
‘who however tells us he remembered the Primate's faying that Oftver 
had promifed to make him 2 Seafe of the lands belonging to the arch- 
bithopric of Armagh for twenty-one years, which he thought it no harm 
16 accept, confidering it was but his own, and which he had been de- 
prived of above half that time, efpecially in-confideration of his daugh-. 
ter, and many grandchildren, for whom he had as yet been able to db 
nothing. And if the church fhould happen to be reftored before that 
time, it could lofe nothing by this prem and if not, he thought his 
children might as well reap the of itasothers. But though Dr. 
Bernard, in his epiftle to the reader, prefixed to the life of the Primate, 
was made (by Cromwell's fecretary, who then had the copy in his 
power) to publifh zs if this grant had been really paffed, yet the ufur- 
per was craftier than fo; and as he delayed palling it as long as the 
imate 
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following’ year gave hima a promife to grant liberty of 
confcience to the epifcopal clergy|], which being evaded 
by the Ufurper, occafioned the Primate thereupon to 
predict the king’s reftorationt. The fame year, 1696, 

hs 


Primate lived, fo, after hie death, he made a pretence Coy imputigy 
smalignancy to the Primate’s fon-in-law and daughter) to free himfel 
from that promife, fe acen og aa fi 5d shee 
|| It was by the particular of ifeopal clergy in and a! 
London, that the ‘siplication had been made for this pac to Cromvell, 
who promifed him they fhould not be moleited, provided they meddle 
Rot with any matters Telating to, his ment. But when be went 
ain, to get thit promife ratified t in writing, he found the 
ator’ under the Hands of his furgeort who was cing a great boil 
that he had then pan his breaft. he d the Primate to fit down, 
faying he would (peak with him when the fing was over, Whillt it 
was doing, he faid to the Primate, © IF this core (pointing to the boil) 
‘were ance out, I thould quickly be well.” To which the Primate ree 
plied, 1 doubt the core ties deeper; there it acore at the heart that 
muft be taken out, or elfe it will not be well.” ¢ Ab! ceplied Crom— 
swell (feemingly unconcerned) fo there is indeed,’ and fighed. Bi 
when the Primate began to speak of the bufinefs he came about, he an- 
fwered to this effeét, * that he had fince better confidered it, having ad- 
~vited with hia council; who thought it not fafe for him to grant liberty 
of confcience to thofe fort of men, who are reftleis, and implacable ene~ 
mies to him and hix government.’ And fo took his leave with good 
1 outward: civility, 
+ We have already obferved, that fach kind of prediftions were 
‘ufual with the Primate in expreffing his refentments of any great and 
violent wickednefs. Upon the occafion, when he found it ip 
vain to urge the matter any fi > he returned to his lodgings very 
much troubled and concerned ; and, when he was in his chamber, faigl 
to fome of his relations, and Dr. Parr that came to viflt him, * This 
falfe man hath broken his word with me, and refufes to perform what 
he ifed. Well, he will have little caufe to glory in his wicked- 
nefs ; for he will not continue long. ‘The king will return: Though I 
fall not five to fee it, you may. "Abe ‘government, both in church and. 
ftate, is in confufion. ° The papitts are advancing their projects, and 
making foch ad as will hardly be prevented. With regard tp 
Ais predi&ting the ote oat Se wekelont of Se fine ead the. 
waleace of popery, we t eader with the fallowi 
einiculae ccamet fs a sone the Mufesin Thorepianum, ae 
titled, The predi@ions of that learned and holy man bifhop Ujter. 
"Phat year wherein he died, being afked by a gentieman, « what his 
prefent apprehenfions were of a very great perfecution that would full 
‘pon the church of Cirif in thefe ‘nations of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland (concerning which he had ever confidently fpoken many years 
pag, when we were in the falief peace and fertlement) whether he did 
Rot believe thefe fad times tu be paffed, or whether yet to.come?’ He 
told me ‘ they were yet to come, and that he did a8 confidently expe 
them at ever he had done. That they would fait upon ourfelves the 
peshane churches in Europe.” ¥ anfwered, « I hoped they nsight 
we been pat, as to this nation, fince that I thought, though we jn 
them had been punifhed lefs than our fins deferved, and that the ea 
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‘his Grace publifhed his tat piece, De Graea Septuaginta 
Enterpretum verum Scptagma, to which was fubjoined, De 
Cainane 
- : é 
hhad left much Iefs devaftation than by that means had been brought 
upon other countries, yet many a houle, fair and great, had been left 
swithout inhabitants, many a family had been impoverifhed, and ma 
thoufand fives loit in that war, that Ircland and Scotland had drun! 
“deep of the cup of 'GOD's anger, to the overthrow of government, 
and almoft utter deftruéion of a great part of thofe nations. He, 
turning to me, and fixing his cyes with that ireful look which be ufed 
to have when he fpake GOD"s words, and not his owa, and the power 
of GOD upon him to conftrain him fo to do, * Fool not vyourfelt with 
fach hopes for I tell you all that you have yet feen have been but the 
beginning of forrows to what is yet to come wpon the pratefiant churches 
of Chrif'; which thall, e’er long, fall under tharper perfecutions than 
‘ever yet hath been upon them. And therefore, faid he ta me, look 
you he not found in the outer court, but a worthipper in the temple be- 
fore the altar 5. for Chrif.will meafure all that profefs his name, and 
eal! chemitcives his people ; and the outward worfhippers he will leave 
to be trodden down by the Gentiles, The outward court (faid he) it 
the formal Chrifiians, whofe religion ttands in performing the outtide 
duties of Chriftianity, without having an. inward life and power of 
faith and love uniting them to CLrif'; thele GOD will leave to be trod- 
den down and {wept away by the Gentiles, But the worhhippers within 
the temple and before the altar are thof who worthip God in fpirit and 
truth, whofe fouls arc made his temples, where he is honored and 
adored in the moft inward thoughts they have, and who facrifice thei 
Jufts and foul affections in their own wills to him. GOD will hide 
‘them in the hollow of his band, and under the thadow of his wings, 
And that will_be one great difference between thefe lak and all other 
receding perfecutions: In them the moft eminent and fpiritual mini 
Rers were, firft or laft, violently fallen upon; but, in this laft, the 
willbe prefered by GOD, as a Bed of that glory that fhall immedi- 
ately fall to the church as foon as thefe ftorms are over; for as they 
will be the tharpelt, fo they will be but hort, and hall cake away but 
the grofs hypocrites and formalifts, while the true {piritual believers 
thal be preferved till the calamity be paft." I then atked him by what 
inftruments this great trial would be brought on. He anfwered, « 
the papifts.” I replied, that feemed to me very improbable, fince they 
wwete lefs countenanced, and lef in number in thefe nations, and the 
hearts of the people were more fet againft them than ever, fince the rq- 
formation. He anfwered, « That it would be by theif hands, and 
the way of a fedden maffacre, and that the now pope would be th 
ftrument of it." And thefe things he with, the aflurance and ire 
ful look that I have obferved him to {peak with, .when I have heard him 
mpl predi& things very unlikely, in human appearance, to come, 
which I myfelf had then lived to fee happen according to his predic- 
tions; which made me give the more attention to what he uttered. 
And he then added, * That the papifts were, in his opinion, the Gen- 
tiles fpoken of in Rev. ii. to whom the outward coust fhould be left, 
that they may tread itunder foot, they having received the Gentile wor 
fhip in their adoring images and faints departed, and taken to them- 
elves many mediators. And this (Gid be) is now defigning among 
them, and therefore look you be ready.” y 














This 


USHER 348 


Cainane in vulgata LXX editione fuperaddita ex ejufdem 
Chronologia Sacra nondum edita Differtatio, una cum cjufdem 
edita ad Lud. Capellum de variuntibus Textus Hebraici 


‘This was the fobftance, and, for the greateft patt (I think) the 
words themfelyes, which that holy man fpake to me at the time before. 
mentioned, which E fet down, that fo great a prediétion may not be lot 
to myfelf or others. ‘The fame holy man repeated the fame predidtions 
to his only daughter the lady Tyrrel; and that, with many others, 
anuch about the fame time he had explained himfelf to me, as the herfelt 
aflured me with her own mouth. ‘That, after the had been at the door 
of his chamber, the found him with his eyes lift up to heaven, and 
tears running down apace, in a kind of extafy, wherein he continued 
after the came into the room, without taking any notice of her, for 
about half an hour. And then he told her his thoughts had been taken. 
up about the miferies and perfzcutions that were coming upon the 
church of Cérif, that would be fo fharp and bitter, that they had forced 
thofe tears from his eyes ; but he hoped he fhould not live to fee it; 
but poibly the mighty for they were éven at the door ‘Therefore cake 
heed you be not found fleeping.”” The fame he after repeated to Mis. 
Bifiy the chief baron of Ireland's wife that now is, with this differ 
enice in circunvftances, That if ({xid he) they bring back the king, 
they may he a little longer delayed; but they will ively come, and 
therefore look ye be not unprepared for it.” 


‘The Lady Tyrrel’s anfwer toa friend’s letter about the teuth of thefe 

prediétions, 
© Sir, 

© Tcannot fpeak fo punétually to the particulars of your paper, but 
much of it [have heard him teak with great affurance in the beginning 
of the fummer before the rebellion in Ireland. Sit Thomas Barrington's 
lady was enquiting his opinion of the interpreters of the Revelations amd 
of the prophecies of Danicl: She was defirous to know whether the laft 
bitter dregs fhould be poured out upon the world. I can never forget 
with what trouble be expreffed his anlwer, wiz. “ That he could not 
See but that GOD intended them on the Northern parts. And, faid he, 
Tbefougit GOD, in mercy, to divert a thare of the time from our d 
minions, and that they may not begin with poor Ireland: But we muit 
all (faid he) tatte of them, Tam certain.” Mrs, Barrington, who is 
yet living, was prefent at this difcourte as well as myfelf, when my fa 
ther, among other admonitions, was pleated 10 give me his commands 
to be prepared for times of perfccution 5 for he feared wicked people 
would for a time prevail, and that the perfecution would be flarp, but 
fhould not laft Jong. The lait day that I faw my dear Father he told 
me, That I thould fee, in a thort time, Londen burnt ;” at which 
when I was troubled, & Yes, fays he, it will be burnt toa cinder (that 
was his expreflion) : How can we expeé other than judgement upon the 
feat of rebcilion and fin, and miferies that have proceeded from thence ?” 
We was alfa canfident of his majefty’s reftoration within five years, or 
lef. He faid, * It will be in a hort time; you will live to fee it, but 
I thall not * And faid, © My thoughts and dreams are often troubled 
by being carried by violence into a great church.” ‘Theie were his laft 
difcourtes tu her, who is 






































your faithful Grvant, 
E. Tyrrel? 


< Yor Il. Yy Leftionibus, 
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Leflionibus, anno 1652 & altera, a Guliclmo Eyrio, ad cundem 
Facobum, anno 1607 data Epificla, Our Author did not 
Yong furvive this publication; for going thortly after to 
the lady Peterborongh's houfe, ‘at Ryegate in Surrey, he was 
taken on the 20th of March, 1655-6, with ‘an illnefs 
which carried him off the next day, in the feventy-fixth 
year of his age. He firft complained of his hip, ‘think- 
ing it was a touch of the /iatica, which he had’ been af- 
flicted with many years before. But next morning he 
complained of a great pain in his fide, which could not be 
removed by the phyfician, and he departed about one 
e’clock in ‘the afternoon. His laft words were, ** O 
Lord forgive me efpecially my fins of omiffion.” Upon 
opening his body, there was obferved a thick membrane 
Sined with fat, fuppofed by the furgeons to be a continu- 
ation of the omentum or caul, which extended itfelf quite 
ever the Romach, and was faftened above to the perito- 
yvaum, fomewhat below the diaphragm. The Primate 
had heen often heard to fay, he never felt his heart beat 
in the moft violent exercifes. He ufed frequently to have 
evacttations of blood from the veins on one fide of his 
tongue, but more ufually in fome lower parts of his 
bady ; which ftopping for fome time before his death, 
was thoaght to be the caufe of it, as he had a quick di- 
geftion, and bred blood faft. His friends intended to 
bury him at Ryegate, in the vault of the Howard family ; 
but they were forbid by Cromwell*, at whofe order the 
corps being firft removed to Somerfet-houfe in the Strand, 
was conveyed thence with great magnificence to Wef- 
minfer-abbey, where it was interred in Erafaus’s chapel, 
the funeral fervice being performed according to the lie 
tusgy ofthe church of England, by Dr. Nicholas Beruard, 














¥ A more con(picuous inftance of the Primate's great reputation, 
among all orders and degrees of men, could not be given than in this 
astion of the Proteftor, who was plainly led therete from the popularity 
wt ite His relations durft not difobey the command, though it wae 
muuch againit their wills, perceiving weil enough, fays Dr. Parr, the 
Uiunper's delign, that (as it was imtended fo) it Would make more for 
tis own honor than that of the deceafed, and withal perceiving (what 
accordingly happened) that he would never defray half the expence of 
fich 2 folemn funeral, which therefore would bring the greatet part 
upon them, though they were leaft able to bear it; and yet he would 
reap all the glory of it. T thould not, procceds the doftor, have faid 
fp much on this fabje&t, had it not been to fhew the world the intri- 
{going fubelety of this Ufarper even in this fimali affair; and that, for 
the expence of about two hundred pounds out of the deodands in his 
almoner's hands (which was nothing at all to bim) he was able to put 
thofe le accounted his enemies to treble that charge. he 

w 
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who preached a fermon upon the occafion, which was af- 
terwards printed. As to the archbifhop's character : His 

enius, in every particular, has been fufficiently marked 
in the courfe of this memoir; we fhall therefore onty 
give fome defcription of his perfon and temper. He was 
of the taller fort of middle-fized men, and well-fhaped. 
He walked upright to the fat. His hair was naturally 
brown when young, and his complexion fanguine. His 
countenance expreifed gravity and good-nature. He had 
a prefence that commanded both refpect and reverence. 
‘The air of his face was fo difficult to hit, that though 
many pidtares were drawn of him, yet, fays Dr. Parr, 1 
never faw any that was like him but one, which was done 
by Mr. (afterwards Sir Peter) Lely. His conftitution 
was ftrong and healthy, nor was he ever troubled with 
the head-ach, gout, or ftone; but bred blood fo fait, that 
it often burft out of the veins on one fide of his tongue ; 
and this was fomething fingular, that he never felt his 
heart beat in the greateft exercife. He was eafy, affuble, 
and chearfal in converfation, and extremely charitable, 
He was of fo fweet a temper, continues Dr. Parr, that I 
never heard he did an ill office to any one man, or re- 
venged any of thofe that had been done to him. He en- 
vied no man’s happinefs, or villified their perfons or parts, 
nor was he apt to cenfure, or condemn any man upon 
bare reports. ‘Though he could rebuke fharply in the 
caufe of virtue and religion, yet he was not eafily pro- 
voked to paffion, He left his library, being the chief 
part of his fubftance, as a portion to his only daughter, 
who had been the mother of a numerous offspring. Tt 
was firft bought by the officers and foldiers of Cromuwel!s 
army in Ireland, and lodged in Dublin-ca/tle, where it lay, 
though not without being much pillaged, till the reftora- 
tion, which bringing it into the polleffion of K. Charles 
II. he gave it, according to the Primate’s firft intention, 
to Dublin-college, where it now remains. 

This was according to the Primate’s firft intention ; 
but, upon the lofs of every thing elfe except his hooks, it 
is no wonder he left thefe in the manner abovementioned ; 
his daughter having before had nothing from him except 
fome pieces of gold prefented to him by Mr. Seldex’s ex 
ecutors and other perfons of quality, The library con= 
fifted of ten thoufand volumes printed and manufcript, 
and coft the Primate many thoufand pounds. Both the 
king of Denmark and cardinal Mazarine offered 2 good 
price for it by their agents here ; but the executors wers 

Yy2 forbidden, 
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forbidden, by an order from Oliver and his council, to 
fell it to any one without his confent; fo it was at laft 
bought by the foldiers and officers of the then army in 
Ireland, who, out of cmulation to the former noble ac- 
tion of Q. Elizabeth's army, were incited by fome men 
of public ipirits to the like performance, and they had 
it tor much lefs than the real worth, or what had been 
offered for it before by the agents abovementioned. 
They had alfo with it all the manu{cripts which were not 
of his own hand-writing: As alfo a choice though not 
numerous colleétion of antient coins. But, when this 
Jibrary was carried over into Zreland, the Ufurper and his 
fon, who then commanded in chief there, would not 
beftow it upon the college, left perhaps the gift fhould 
‘snot appear fo confiderable there as it would do by itfelf; 
and therefore they gave out that they intended it for a 
new college or hall which they faid they intended to 
build and endow, But it proved that, as thefe were not 
times, fo they were not perfons capable of any fuch noble 
or pious work; fo that this library Jay in the caftle of 
Dublin, undeftowed and unemployed, till Cromwell's deaths 
and, during that anarchy and confufion that followed, 
the rooms where this treafure was kept being left open, 
many of the books, and moft of the heft manufcripts, 
were ftolen away, or elfe embezzled by thofe that were 
intrufted with them. 

His Works. From the Primate’s manufcripts we 
have feveral pofthumous pieces in print, fome of which 
have been occafionally mentioned im the courfe of this 
memoir, The titles of the reft are, “1, Chronologia Sacra 
feu Annorum waidoraas Patriarcharum wagomas Ifraclita~ 
sum in Agypto; Annorum ctiam Fudicum, Regum Fude tf- 
raclis amodutis Chronologica. Oxford, 1660, in 4to. pub- 
lithed by Dr. Thomas Barlow, keeper of the Bodleian li- 
brary, and afterwards bifhop of Lincein, and was re- 
printed with the Annals of the Old and New Teflament, 
at Geneva, 1722, in fol. But this chronology is imper- 
fect, the Author dying while he was engaged in it. 11, 
A colle@ion of pieces, under the title of ‘The Judge- 
ment of the late Archbifhop, é¢. publifhed by Dr. 
Nicholas Bernard, at London, 1658, 8x0; who alfo pub- 
lifhed in 1659, III, The Judgement and Senfe of the 
prefent See of Rome, from’ Apzcal. xviii. 4. by the late 
Archbifhop, &c. together with Ordination a Fundamen- 
tal, &c, as alfo, Of the Ufe of a fet Form of Prayer 
an the Church; The Extent of Chriffs Satisfaction, 
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&e. Of the Sabbath and Objervation of the Zzya’s 
his Judgement and Senie of John xxi. 22, 23, 
1V.°A volume of Sermons preached at Oxford Indore his 
efty and elfewhere. VW. Hifferia Degmatica Conre- 
ceria inter Orthsdoxss t& Pen de Scripts & Sucris 
naculis. Acceffere ciujdem DJertationes dua de Phewda 
Dionifii firipris & de Epiptela ad Lasdicenas. Deleviphit, dim 
geffit, F notis atque auctaris locupletavit, Henvicus HF harton, 
London. 1690, 40. V1. A Collection of Three Hundred 
Letters written to ine Ujher, Lord Archbilhop of Ar- 
magh, and moft of the eminent perfons for piety and 
learning in his tine, both in Eng/and and beyond the feas, 
Colle&ted and publithed from’ the original copies under 
their own hands by Richard Parr, D. D. his Lordship’s 
chaplain at the time of his death, with whom the care of 
all his papers were intraited by his Lordthip, Landa, 
1686, folio, This colleétion is annexed to the Primatc’s 

life, written by the fame gentleman *, 
JOSEPH, 


* This worthy divine, Dr. Parr, who had fo great a thare in the 
Primate’s ftiendthip, was the younger fon of Richard Parr of Devax- 
Aire, who, being tent into Iré‘and by K. Famer L. to be minilter rivre 
aftr Tyrone’s cebellion, fixed himtelf in the town of Fermny in the 
county of Gork, where this on Richard was born in 1617, his mother 
being then fifty-five years or age. Afterwards the father, removing to 
Caftle- Lyons in the fame coumy, put his fun to fehool to an Li Renae 
catholic prieft, who, with others of the fame church, were the only 
fehoolmalters in Ireland at that time for the Latin tonguc. In 1635 our 
Auuthu: was {ent to England, and, in Micbartmas teem the fame year, 
was entered a poor feholar or fervitor of Exeter-college, at which tine 
being recommended to the care of Dr. ‘Juin Pridcaux, the reftor, for 
his towardlinefs and great ingenuity, he was, by the reftor’s interet, 
cholen, wwaile bachelor of arte, chaplain-fellow of that college aume 

In 1643, Primate Ufter being dtiven, in the civil wars, to 
An€uary at Oxford, became a todycr in the (ame ‘college, and 
taking notice of Mr. Parr, then a junior malter and a ficquent 
preacher in Ozford, he made him his chaplain, and took him in his ree 
tinue that year to Cacrdiffe and St. Danate in Glanerganjbire ; at whicle 
places continuing in the Primate’s fervice ti)) the faid wav vere tormi- 
nated, he attended him then to Londen, and toon after became vicir 
Ryegate in Surrey by the prefentation of one Roger James, gent. whele 
filter he married, being a widow of a plentiful fortune, In'a pamphlet 
that came out in 1647, containing the contents of the coverant, and 
the names of the minifters of Surrey that {er their hands in teflimany of 
the Jawfulnels of it, Mr. Parr's name appears «mong the reff: Yee 
his friends and intimate ac:juaintance averred that he never took the (aid 
covenant, though much prefied thereto by the committce of Golijini 
bail in Londaz. In 1649 he refigned his fellowihip of Kxer 
but continued chaplain to the Primate till his Greece's death, Alter 
wards he became vicar of Cambercvell in the taut connty of Surrey, 
seitor of St. Mary Magdalen in Soxthwark for atime, and aficr his 
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JOSEPH HALL, DD. 
BISHOP or NORWICH. 


fively bifhop of Exeter and Norwich, was born 

fy the rit, 1574, in Briffow-park, within the parifh of 
Aphby-de-la-Zauch, in Leiceflerfbire. His father was an 
officer to Henry, earl of Huntingdon, then prefident 
of the North; and, under him, had the government of 
that market town, in which ftands the chief feat of the 
earldom. His mother, /inifride, of the family of the 
Bambridges, was a woman of uncommon piety. His words 
concerning this exccllent parent are truly memorable. 
«6 My mother Winifride ({ays he) of the houfe of the 
Bambridges, was a woman of that rare fanétity, that (were 


A ingenious, learned, and pious Prelate, fuccef~ 
2 


majefty’s reftoration he was created doStor of divinity, and was 
about the fame time offered the deanery of Armagh, and foon after a 
Difhopric in Ireland; but, refuling both, he contented himfelf with 
only a canonry of Armagh. He was a conftant and ready preacher, de- 
Tivering himlelf extempare, and was mach followed. We are happy to 
add, that his pulpit is now filled with the fame effeéts, and that GOD. 
hath raifed up a fucgefior to this cure, whofe ufefulnefs we truft will 
be crowned with everlafting remembrance in the falvation of fouls. In 
this courfe of conftant preaching at Camberavell he continued near thir- 
ty-cight years daring all which time he was eftcemed a perfon of great 
piety, and of fo regular and unblemithed a. converfation, that no party 
could pick up any thing to objet againft him on that account ; but 
generally looked on him as a moderate perfon, chiefly, perhaps, becaute 
he was acalvinitt. He died at Camberwell, November 2, 1691, and, 
according to his defire, was buried together with his wife in that charch- 
yard. Soon after a ftone was laid over his grave, with an epitaph in- 
feribed thereon, teftifying that ‘he was in preaching conftant, im life 
exemplary, in piety and charity moft eminent, a lover of peace and 
hofpitality, and, in fine, a true diiple of Fefus Chrif’ To which 
may be added, that he was a perfon of a gencrous, genteel temper, ex- 
ceeding good-natured and charitable to all forts of people, inforuch 
that thof of his own nation, though of a different profeftion in veli- 
gion, were often relieved by him, &c. 

Befides the Primate’s life, he publifhed: ‘I. Chriftian Reformation 5 
being an earneft perfuafion to the ferious prattice of it propofed to all, 
but elpecially defigned for the ferious confideration af his dear kindred 
and countrymen of the county of Cork in Ireland, and the people of 
Ryegate and Camberwell in Surrey. Landon 1666, 80. if Severat 
fermons; as firft, The Judges charge, preached before the judges ot 
aize at St. Mary Overy's in Southwark. London, 1658. aio: Ano- 
ther, entitled, Chrif’s gracious intention to finners, Gc. London, 1661, 
$v: And a third, preached February 20, 1676, at the funeral of Dr. 
Robert Bretton, minifter of Deptford in Kent, London, 1672, 4!0. 
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it not for my intereft in natwe) I durft fay, that neither 
Aleth, the mother of that jutt honor of Clare, 
Afonica, nor any other of thote pious matrons. 
famous fcr devotion, need to difdain her admi c 
comparifon; fhe was continually exercifed with the af- 
AiGion of a weak body, and oft of a wounded fpirit, 
the agonies whereof fhe would oft recount with much 
paffion : profeffing that the grestett bodily tickneffes were 
but flea-pites to thofe {corpions, to From them all, at laft 
fhe found an happy and comfortable detiverance, and 
that not without a more than ordinary hand of GOD ; 
for on atime being in great diitrefs of confcience, the 
thought in her dream, there ftood by ler a grave per~ 
fonage, in the gown and other habits of a phyfician, 
who enquiring of her fate, and receiving a fad aid que- 
rulous antwer from her, took her by the hand, and bade 
her be of good comfort, for this fhould be the laft fit 
that ever fhe fhould feel of this kind, whereto fhe teemed 
to anfwer, that upon that condition, fhe could well be 
content for the time, with that, or any other torment : 
Reply was made to her, as fhe thought, with a redoubled 
affurance of that happy iffue of this her lait trial; whereat 
fhe began to conceive an unfpeakable joy ; which yet 
upon her awaking left her more difconfolate, as then con- 
ceiting her happinefs imaginary, her mifery real; when 
the very fame day, fhe was vifited by the reverend, and 
(in his time) famous divine, Mr. Authony Gilby, under 
whofe miniftry fhe lived; who, upon the relation of 
this her pleafing vifion, and the contrary effeéts it had in 
lher, began to perfuade her, that dream was no other 
than divine, and that fhe had good reafon to think that 
gracious premonition was fent her from GOD himlelf, 
who, though ordinarily he keeps the common road of 
his proceedings, yet fometimes in the difireffes of his 
fervants, he goes unufual ways to their relief: Hereupon 
the began to take heart, and by good counfel and her tu: 
vent prayers, found that happy prediction verified te her, 
and upon ali occagions in the remainder of her lift, w: 
ready to magnify the mercy of her GOD in fo tenfible 

a deliverance, 
<* What with the trial ef both thefe hands of GOD, 
fo had fhe profited in the fchool of Coriff, that it was 
hard for any friend to come from her diteourfe no whit 
Lnlier. How often have I bleffed the memory of thofe 
ahvine paflages of experimental divinity, which [ have 
heard from her mouth! What day did the pats without 
a large 
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a large tatk of private devotion, whence fhe would fill 
come forth with a countenance of undiffembled morti- 
freation, Never any lips have read to me fuch feeling 
Jeétures of piety; neither have I known any foul, that 
more accurately practifed them, than her own: Tempta- 
tions, defertions, and fpiritual comforts were her ulual 
theme. Shortly, for I can hardly take off my pen from 
fo exemplary a fubjeét, her life and death were faint-like.” 
Having from his infancy been devoted by his parents 
to the miniftry, he was, for that purpofe, educated in 
the public fchdol of his native place; and, at the age of 
fitteen, was admitted into Emmanuel-college, in Cambridze; 
of which he was chojen {cholar; and took the degree of 
bachelor of arts in the year 1592. He diftinguifhed 
himfelf as a wit and poet in this early featon of bis life 3 
for he publithed in 1597, “* Virgidemiarum : Satives in fix 
Books.” See his Works fubjoined. Our Author informs 
us, in his ‘* Spectaxiri£s,” that inftead of his being 
fent to the univerfity, he was very near being placed, for 
education, under one Mr. Pe/fet who was lately come 
from Cambridge, to be the public preacher of Leicefler. 
‘But his elder brother having occafion to go to Cambridge, 
and waiting upon Mr. Nathaniel Gilby, fellow of Em- 
manucl-college, the latter, on hearing of the diverfion of 
his father’s purpofes frow the univerfity, importunately 
diffaaded him from that new courfe, profefling to pity 
the lofs of fo good hopes. The elder brother, moved 
with thefe words, at his return home, fell upon his knees 
to his father, and befought him to alter fo prejudicial a 
refolution, and not fuffer the young man’s hopes to be 
drowned in a fhatlow country channel ; but that he would 
revive his firft purpofes for Cambridge ; adding, in the 
zeal of his love, that, if the chargeablenefs of that courfe 
were the hindrance, he would be rather pleafed to fell 
part of that land, which, in courfe of nature, he was to 
inherit, than to abridge his brother of that happy means 
to finifh his education, A very uncommon inftance of 
generofity ! 

After our Author had heen two years at the univer- 
fity, he had like to have been called away from thence in 
an’ untimely and difagreable manner; of which we fhall 
give the account in hisown words. ‘ My two firft years 
were ueceflarily chargeable above the proportion of my 
facher’s power, whofe not very. large ciftern was to feed 
many pipes befides mine, for he had twelve children; his 
‘wearinels of expence was wrought upon by the sounlel of 
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who perfuaded him to faften me 
after, wheresi 1 was lately a {cho- 
Jar. Now was I cd home with an heavy heart; and 
now, this fecond time, bad my hopes been nipped in the 
bloffom, had not GOLD) raifed me up an unhoped benefuc~ 
tor, Mr. Edmund Sicigh of Darly, (whete pious memory 
IT have caute to love and reve.cnce) out of no other rela~ 
tion to me, fave that he mai:.ed sy aunt, pitying my too 
apparent dejeétednefs, he voluntarily urged, and folicited 
my father for my return to the univerfity, and offered 
freely to contribute the one half of my maintenance there, 
till T fhould attain to the degree of mafter of arts; which 
he no lefs freely and lovingly performed.” [Srxctai- 
TIES, Pe 7+] 

His tcholarfhip being expired about threc years after 
his arrival at college, taking bis bachelor’s degree, and 
the ftatutes of the college, which allow but one perfon of 
a county to be a fellow, cutting off all expectations of 
his fettlement there; he purpofed removing into the 
illand of Guernfey, where a place was offered him. But 
here the earl of Huntingdon interpoted, and having pre- 
vailed upon Mr. Hall's countryman and tutor, Mir, 
Gilly, to refign his tellowfhip, by taking him for his do- 
meltic chaplain, and promifing him preferment ;—room 
was, by that means, made for our Author, and he was 
unanimouily chofen fellow. In_1596 he took the degree 
of matter of arts; and thence forward acquitted himfelf 
with good fuccefs in the public difputations, which he 
‘was often called to, He read alfo the rhetoric lecture in 
the {chools for two years, with confiderable applaufe ; 
but, thinking this diverted him from his favorite ftudy of 
divinity, he gave it up; and, entering into holy orders, 
preached often, as occafion offered, both in country vil- 
dages and before the univerfity. After having continued. 
about fix or feven years in the college, he was recom- 
mended by the mafter Dr. Chadderton, to the lord chief 
juttice Popham, for the mafterfhip of Ziverten fchool in 
‘Devonfhire, then newly founded, by Mr. Blundel. He 
had accepted of it, and was but juft come out from the 
chief juftice’s when he met a meffen er inthe ftreet, who 
delivered him a letter from the lady Drury, of Suffolk, 
offering him the reétory of Haifed, near St. Edmund's 
Bury, and very ecarneftly defiring him to accept of its 
which he did, and relinquifhed the tchool. Being thus fer- 
tled in that ‘fweet and civil” country of Suffolk, as he 
called it, his firft work was to rebuild his parjunage houfe, 
Za which 
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which was extremely ruinous : two years after which he 
married a daughter af Mr. George Winniff of Br etenbamy 
with whom he lived forty-nine years. 

In 1605, he accompanied Sir Edmund Bacon to the Spa, 
where he compofed his ‘ fecond century of meditations.” 
He had an opportunity in this journey to inform himfelf, 
with his own eyes, of the ftate and practices of the Romifh 
church; and at Brufféls entered into a conference with 
Cofier the jefuit, About a year and a half after, his pa- 
tron, Sir Robert Drury, refuling to reftore to the living of 
Halfied about ten pounds a year, which he unjuftly de~ 
tained, our Author went to London to folicit him ‘upon 
that point: Where being invited by the earl of E/fex’s 
tutor to preach before prince Henry at Richmond, who 
much admired his meditations; the prince fo well liked 
the two fermons he preached before him, that he made him 
ene of his chaplains. Jn the mean time Sir Robert Drury, 
by his unjuft detention above-named, refufing to make 
his living a competent maintenance, (though our Author 
atledged to him, among other arguments, that he was 
torced to write books in order to be able to buy fome) he 
refolved therefore to embrace the firlt opportunity of re- 
shoving from Halfed. While he was taken up with thofe 
anxious thoughts, Edward, lord Denxy, afterwards earl 
of Norwich, gave him the donative of /¥altham Holy Crofi, 
in Ejjix; and, about the fame time, which was in the 
ar 1612, he took the degree of dottor in divinity, hay- 
ing taken the degree of bachelor in 1603. Thus, as he 
says, be returned home, happy in anew mafter, and in a 
fiew patron, betwixt whom he divided himfelf and his 
labors, with much comfort and no lefs acceptance, 

In the fecond year of his monthly attendance on the 
prince, when he came for his difmiffion, his highnefs or~ 
steved him to ftay longer; and at laft, when he allowed 
him to depart, offered him the honor of being continually 
refident at court, with promifes of fwitable preferments ; 
but, being loath to forfake his noble patron, who had 
placed much of his heart upon him, he waved that offer, 
and remained twenty-two years at Waltham, where he 
preached a long time thrice a week, as he had done before 
at Hufied, In the mean while he was made prebendary 
of the collegiate church of Welverhampten, and was the 
chief infrument in recovering a confiderable eftate, which 
had been detained from that church by a fraudulent con- 
yeyauce. In 1616, July 12, be attended the embaffy of 
Forms Hay, vitcount Dencaffler, into France, During his 
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abfence, the king conferred upon him the deanery of /f or- 
egler, which he had promited him before his departure 5 
and he was prefented to the dame on December yy in the 
fame year. Before he could go to take poffeffion of it, 
namely, on the 14th of Afurch 1616-17, he attended lis 
majefty into Scotland as one of his chaplains. In 1618 he 

ent to the fynod of Dort, with other Engiz/h divines; 
but by the time fe had ftaid two months there, the un- 
quietness of the nights in thofe garrifon towns, working 
upon his tender conftitution, brought him to fuch a weak- 
nets, through want of reft, thar he was obliged to return 
home. However, before his departure, he preached a 
Latin fermon betore that farnous alembly, who, by their 
prefident and affiftants, took a folemn leave of him; and 
the deputies of the ftates difmiffed him with an honorable 
retribution, and fent after him a rich golden medal, bear- 
ing the portraiture of the fynod. He was inclined to be 
moderate jn the five points controverted in that tynod, as 
appears by the treatife which he foon after wrote upon the 
fubjeSt, and which is printed amongft his works, under 
the title of “ Via Media.” 

Having refufed, in 1624, the bifhopric of Gloucefer, 
which was offered him; he accepted of that of Exetyy in 
1627, to which he was confecrated December the twenty - 
third, holding with it, in commendam, the rectory of St. 
Brook in Cormuall, At his firft coming to this new dignity, 
he met with much vexation and uneafinefs. ¢¢ 1 entered 
upon that place, fays he, [SpECIALTIES, p. 40,] not 
without much prejudice and fufpicion on fome hands ; for 
fome who fate at the ftern of the church, had me in gr 
jealoufy for tao much favor of puritani{m. I foon had in- 
telligense, who were fet over me tor {pies : my ways were 
curionfly obferved and fcanned.—Some perfons of note in 
the clergy, finding me ever ready to encourage thole 
whom I found confcionably forward and painful in their 
places, and willingly giving way to orthodox and peacta- 
ble lectures, in feveral parts of my diocefe, opened their 
mouths againft me, both obliquely in the pulpits, and di- 
rectly at the court, complaining of my too much indyl- 
gunce to perfons dfaffeéted, and’ my too much liberty of 

requent lecturings within my charge. ‘The billows went 
fo high, that 1 was three feveral times upon my knecs 
to his majefty, to anfwer thefe great criminations; and 
what conteft [ had with fome great lords concerning thefe 
particulars, it would be too long to report: Onlly this, 
under how dark a cloyd I was hercupon, I was fo fen- 
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fible, that I plainly told the lord archbifhop of Canterbury 
[ Laud} that rather than I would be obnoxious to thete 
flanderous tongues of his mifinformers, I would caft off my 
trochet : [his epifcopal garment}. I knew I went right ways, 
and would not endure to live under undeferved fufpicion.” 
Notwithftanding our Author was thus reckoned a fa- 
vorer of puritanifm ; yet, at the beginning of the troubles 
in this kingdom, he wrote with great ftrength and ele- 
ganee in defence of epifcopacy. His pieces upon that. 
fabjea were, I.  Epifcopacy by divine right aiferted.” 
London 1640, 4t0. This treatife was occafioned by the 
then bifhop of Orkncy’s renouncing his epifcopal function, 
openly, before the whole body of the clergy aflembled at 
Edinburgh, and craving pardon for having accepted it; as 
though he had thereby committed fome heinous offence, 
Ni. He publifhed ‘* An humble remonftrance to the high 
court of parliament. By a dutiful fon of the church,” 
London 1640, 4to._ in behalf of the Jiturgy and epifeopacy, 
To this Stephen Mar/ball, Edmund Calamy, Thomas Young, 
Matthew Newcomen, and William Spurftow, jointly wrote 
an anfwer, under the name of Smeéfymnuus, compofed of 
the initials of their own; which they called, * An An- 
fwer to a book entitled, An humble Remonitrance. In 
which the original of liturgy and epifcopacy, is difcuffed 5 
and queries propounded concerning both, &c.’ London 
1641, gto. hereupon bifhop Hall wrote, II. “ A 
Defence of the humble Remonftrance, againft the frivo- 
fous and falfe exceptions of Smecfymnuus: Wherein ¢ 
right of liturgy and epifcopacy is clearly vindicated, a&c 
London 1641. Smedlymnuus replying, in ¢ A vindication 
of the Anfwer to the humble Remonftrance, from the 
unjuft imputations of frivoloufnefs and falfhood : Wherein 
the caufe of the liturgy and epifcopacy is further de- 
hated.’ London 1641, 4to. Bifhop Hail concluded the 
difpute with, 1V. ** A fhort Anfwer to the tedious Vindi- 
cation of Smeéfymnuus. By the author of the humble 
Remonitrance.” London 1641, 4to. Thefe feveral pieces 
of our Author are written ina very handfome, lively, and 
witty manner : As his adverfaries too much diftinguithed 

themfelves by a peculiar fiercenefs of fpirit, and afperit: 
in language. In fhort, they wrote with confidence, like 
perfons fupported by the fecular arm ; and who could de~ 
pend upon ftronger and more irrefiftible arguments than 

thofe upon paper. : 

On the isth of November, 1641, he was tranflated to 
the fee of Norwich, vacant by the death of Dr. Richard 
Montagnes 
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Afentagne. But, onthe thirtieth of Decender following, 
having joined with the archbifhop of Zork and fome other 
bifhops, in the proteftation againft the validity of all laws 
made during their forced abfence from parliament, he was 
voted among the reft to the Tower, and committed thi- 
ther the thirtieth of Fantary, in all the extvemity of a 
dark frofty evening at eight o'clock. This their prote/fa- 
tion is printed in Rufbworth and Naljon's collections, and 
in lord Glarendon’s and Rapin's hiftories, and other places, 
which will excufe us from inferting it here; and to which 
we refer, But bifhop Ha?! having mentioned fome cu- 
rious particulars relating thereto, it will be proper to lay 
them before our readers. ‘¢ Upon our refolved forbuar- 
ance from the parliament, fays he, the archbifhop of 
York, {Williams} fent for vs to his lodgings, laid before 
us the dangerous condition we were in, and adviled us for 
remedy (except we meaut utterly to abandon our right, 
and to defert our ftation in parliament) to petition both 
his majefty and the pariiament, that, fince we were Ic- 
ally called by his majelty’s writ, to give our attendance 
an parliament, we might he fecured in the performance of 
our duty and fervice againft thofe dangers which threat- 
ened us, and alfo to proteit againft any fuch acts as 
fhould be made during the time of our forced absence, for 
which he aflured us there were many precedents in former 
parliaments; and which, if we did not, we fhould betray 
the truft committed to us by his majefty, and fhametutly 
abdicate the due right both of ourfelves und fucceffors. 
‘To this purpofe, in our prefence, he drew up the faid 
petition and proteftation ; avowing it to be legal, jut, 
and agreeable to all former proceedings; and being fatty 
written, fent it to our feveral lodgings for our hands, 
which we accordingly fub{cribed ; intending yct to have 
fome farther confultation concerning the delivery and 
whole conduct of it. But ere we could fappofe it to he 
in any hand but his own, the firft news we heard was, 
that meflengers were provided to fetch us into the parlia~ 
ment, upon an accufation of high treafon. For, whereas 
this paper was to have been delivered, firft to his majefty’s 
fecretary, and, after perufal by him, to his majefty, af 
ter which, from his majefty to the parliament ; and, for 
that purpofe, to the lord keeper, Littleton, who was 
the fpeaker of the houfe of peers ;—all thefe profeffed not 
to have perufed it at all; But the iord kecper, willing 
enough to take this advantage of ingratiating himfelf with 
the heufe of commons and the faction, to which he knew 
himfelf 
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himfelf (afficiently obnoxious, and finding what ufe might 
be made of it by prejudiced minds, read the fame openly 
in the houfe of Jords ; and when he found fome of the 
faGtion apprehenfive enough of mifconftruétion, aggra- 
vated the matter, as highly offenfive, and of dangerous 
confequence ; and thereupon, not without much heat and 
vehemence, and with an ill preface, it was fent down to 
the houfe of commons, where it was entertained heinoufly, 
Glan, with a full mouth, erying it up for no lefs than 
high-treafon; and fome comparing, yea, preferring, it 
to the powder-plor :--though, when it came to be de- 
hated, one of their oracles being afked his judgment con- 
cerning the fa&t, profefled to them, that they might with 
as good teafon aceufe us of adultery.” See the bifhop’s 
*¢ Harp Measure,” fubjoined to his ¢¢ SpzcraLTigs.” 
Shortly after the commitment of the bithops to the 
Tower they were impeached of high-treafon by the com- 
mons; and, when they fhould have made their defence, 
were told; that, it being then late, they fhould have an- 
- other day ; but that day never came. “At length, about 
Fun, 1642, they were releafed upon giving five thoufand 
pounds bail; whereupon our Author withdrew to Nor- 
wich. Here he was received with more refpeét than he 
could have expected in fuch times, and frequently preached 
to numerous audiences ; enjoying peace till the beginning 
of April 1643. But then the ordinance for fequeftring 
notorious delinquents’ eftates being pafled, wherein hg 
‘was included by name, all his rents were ftopped, when 
he was in hopes of receiving the foregoing half year for 
the maintenance of his family; and, a very few days af- 
ter, fome of the fequeftrators came to feize upon his pa- 
Jace, and all his eftate, both real and perfonal. Of this 
tranfaétion, and the fevere ufage he met with upon that 
occafion, he gives us the following account in his ““ Harn 
Measure,” p. 54. ‘* The fequeftrators fent certain 
men appointed by them (whereof one had been burned in 
the hand) to appraife all the goods that were in my houle; 
which they accordingly executed with all diligent feverity, 
not leaving fo much as a dozen of trenchers, or my chil- 
dren’s pictures out of their curious inventory: Yea, they 
would have appraifed our very wearing apparel, had nog 
fome of them declared their opinion to the contrary, 
"Thefe goods, both library and houfhold-ftuf of all kinds, 
were appointed to be expofed to public fale: But in the 
mean time, Mrs. Goodwin, a religious good gentlewoman, 
whom yet we had never known or feen, being moved with 
compafhion, 
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compaffion, very kindly offered to Iay down to the fe- 
queftrators the whole fum at which the goods were ya- 
Jued ; and was pleated to leave them in our hands, for our 
ufe, till we might be able to re-purchafe them. As tor 
the books, feveral fiationers looked on them, but were 
not forward to buy: At fait Mr. Coste, a worthy divine 
of this diocefe, gave bond to the fequettrators, to pay 
them the whole ium whereat they were fet; which was 
afterwards fatisfied out of that poor pittance, which was 
allowed me for my maintenance.” 

Thus deprived of all fupport, he applied to the com~ 
mittee at Norwich; which allowed him four hundred 
pounds a year out of the cpifcopal revenues. And yet 
this was ineffectual; for, before he could receive one 
quarter, there came down an order from the {uperior 
committee for fequeftration at London, under the hand of 
ferjeant Wild, the chairman, and procured by Afifes Gor- 
bet, forbidding any fuch allowance; and telling the Nor- 
wich committee, That neither they, nor any other, had 
power to allow him any thing; but, if his wife nevded a 
maintenance, upon her application to the committee of! 
lords and commons, fhe fhould have a fifth part. Ac- 
cordingly, upon her petition, though atter long delays, 
it was granted her: But fo confufed and imperfect an ac- 
count was brought into the fequeftrators by their folicitor 
and colle@tor, of both the temporal and {piritual revenues, 
that the bifhop could never get a knowledge what a fifth 
part meant ; and therefore, it feems, was obliged to take 
what they thought fit to give him: and, which was ftilt 
harder, while he received nothing, fomething was re- 
quired from him, For they were not ashamed, after they 
had taken away and fold all his goods und pertonal eftate, 
to come to him for affeffinents and monthly paymen 
that eftate which they had feized, and took diftreffe 














s from 
him upon his moft juft denial. Nay, they vehemently 
required him to find the arms ufwally furnithed by his 


predeceffors, when they had left him nothing : and, upon 
many occafions, offered him intolent affronts and indig- 
nities. Of this he himfelf gives us two inflan’ The 
firt, That, one morning before his fervants were up, 
there came to his gates a Londen trooper, attended with 
others, requiring entrance, and threatening, if they were 
not adinitted, to break open the gates. The pretence for 
their coming was, to fearch for arms and ammunition ; 
and though the bifhop rold them he had only two mufkcts, 
311, not refting upon his word, they tearched round sheet 
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‘the houfe, looked into the chefts and trunks, and exa~ 
mined the veffels in the cellar. Finding no other warlike 
furniture, they took away onc of the bithop’s two horfes, 
though he told them his age would not allow him to travel 
on fout. At another time, the mob befet his palace, at 
a very unfeafonable hour, for having ordained fome per- 
fons in his own chapel, and had the infolence to demand 
his appearance before the mayor. Still he remained in his 
palace, though with a poor retinue and maintenance: But 
at lait he was forced to quit it at three wecks warning 
{though his wife offered to pay rent for it out of her fifths) 
and might have lain in the freet ; fuch was the inexora- 
Dlencts of his mercilefs enemies! had not a neighbour in 
the Clo/e quitted his own honfe, to make room for him 
and his family. This was his hard meafure, as he ex~ 
preffes it in his effay on the fubje€&t, which we have before 
referred to. Shortly after his expulfion he retired to a 
little eflate, which he rented at Higham near Norwich ; 
where, notwithftanding the narrownefs of his circum- 
ftances, he diftributed a weekly charity to a certain num- 
ber of poor widows. In this retirement he ended his life 
on the 8th of Scptembcr 1656, in the eighty-fecond year 
af his age, and was buried in the church-yard of that 
paridh, without any memorial ; obferving in his will: ¢* I 
do not hold GOD's hovfe a meet repofitory for the dead 
bodies of the greateft faints.” And how humbly he 
thought refpecting himfelf, appeate from the title of his 
Taft will and teftament, which begins thus: “ In the 
name of GOD, Amen. I, Fofee Hall, D. D. not worthy 
to be called bifhop of Norwich, &c.” 

He is univerfally allowed to have been a man of great 
wit and learning, and of as great meeknefs, modefty, and 
piety. He was io great a Jover of ftudy, that he ear- 
neftly withed his health would have allowed him to do it. 
even to excefs. His works ‘ are filled (fays Mr. Bayle) 
with fine thoughts, excellent morality, and a great deal of 
piety ;’ and shew, that he was very zealous againft popery 3 
neither was he more favorable to thofe who feparated from 
the church of Eng/and without an extreme necefity. He 
lamented the divifions of proteftants, and wrote fome- 
thing with a view of putting an end to them. 

His Wartines (befides thofe already fpecified, and the 
others mentioned by Mr. Bay/e in his diétionary under the 
Author’s name) make in all five volumes in folie and 410. 
The firf volume, printed, or rather collected together, 
in1617, and again in 1624, contains, 1, “ Metitutations 
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and Vows, Divine and Moral: in three Centuries, 2. 
Heaven upon Earth; or of true Peace and Tranquility 
of Mind. 3. The Art of Divine Meditation ; with a 
Meditation upon Death. 4, Holy Obfervations. 5. 
Some of David's Pfalms metaphraied in Verfe. 6, Cha- 
raters of Virtues and Vices, in two Books. 7. Solo- 
mon’s choiceft Arts, of ethics, politics, economies; with 
an open and plain paraphrafe upon the Cantictes. 8. Epif- 
tles, in fix decads. g. Six Sermons, 10, A common 
Apology of the Church of Engfand, againft the unjuft 
Challenges of the Brownifts ; [oiz. Smith and Rebinfn) 
11. A brief Sum of the Principles of Religion, by Way 
of Catechifin, 12, Contemplations upon the principal 
Paffages of the Sacred Hiftory, in eleven Books, ‘To 
which, in the edition of 1624, eight more books were 
added, making in all nineteen, In that edition alfo is 
inferted, “¢ The Honor of the Married Clergy main- 
tained, &c. and three new Sermons.” The fecond volume 
of his works confift of, “ A plain and familiar Explica- 
tion (by way of paraphirafe) of all the hard texts of the 
whole Scripture of the Old and New Teftament,” London, 
1633, folin. The third volume, printed in 1634, con- 
tains :'*¢ Meditations on the New Teftament ; thirteen 
Sermons; Tracts againft Popery, &c.” The fourth vo~ 
Inme, publifhed in 1660, atter his death, in qo. is en- 
titled, *¢ The Shaking of the Olive-tree, ‘The remain- 
ing Works of that incomparable prelate, Jo/eph Hall, 
D. D, late lord bifhop of Norwich ; with fome Specialities 
of Divine Providence in his Life, Together with his 
Hard Meafure: written by himfelf.” This volume cou- 
fits chiefly of fermons, letters, fpeeches in parliament, 
&c,- The fifth and laf volume is entitled, * Divine 
'Treatifes written upon feveral Occafions: now firtt col- 
le€ted into one volume,” London, 1662, Vhs 

His moral works were reprinted at London in 1738, 
folio, Refides all which pieces he publithed, in 1597, 
“ Virgidemarum; (atires in tix books.” And calls himfelt 
in the prologue, the firit fatirift in the Engii/> language. 

*< T hirft adventure, follow me who lift, 
«© And be the fecond Englifh fatiritt.” 

The three firft hooks are called Toothlefs Satires ; 
poctical, academical, moral. The three lat, Biting Sa- 
tires. They were reprinted at Oaford in 1753, 8vo. In 
his manner of writing he has imitated Sencca more than 
any other of our Eng/ifs authors; for which reafon Sir 
Henry [Votten, imhis letter to Dr. Collins, ftyles him * The 
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chriftian Sencea :? And indeed though his ftyle moft he 
owned to be rather florid, it was more chafte and correct 
than moft of his time. But we do not find that he pub- 
difhed any book under thar title, as Mr. Bayle feems to 
think; deceived, no doubt, by the tranilators, either of 
his Jetters or meditations; who fo entitled them, on ac- 
count of their refemblance to Seneca’s morals. Another 
writer obferves of our Author, from the extenfivenel's of 
his works, that, ‘He may be faid to have died with the 
pen in his hand. He was commonly called our Engli/h 
Seneca, for his pure, plain and fall ftyle. Not ill at con- 
wroverfics, more happy at comments, very good in his cha~ 
ratiers, better in his fermons, beft of all in his medi- 
tations” A funeral fermon was preached upon the occa- 
fion of his death by Mr. John Whitefoote, reStor of High- 
ham, neat Norwich. ‘This is conceived in a high flyle of 
panegyric, as is too ufual with writings of that kind, 

We have heen able to prefent the public with a portrait 
of this excellent bifhop, by the favor of Dr. Farmer, of 
Emmanuel-college, Cambridge, who has a fine painting in 
his pofleffion. ‘Ihe golden medal, pending at his breait, 
was the prefent of the fynod of Dort to the bifhop, as a 
mark of their favor. 


JOHN JANEWAY. 


HIS pious and very extraordinary perfon was born 

. ut Lylly, in the county of Hertford, Oftsber the 
tweity-feventh, 1633, of religious parents, to whom he 
gave carly hopes of much comfort, and the fymptoms of 
fomething more than common quickly appeared in him. 
‘When he firft fet forward he foon furpaffed his fuperiors 
for age, in learning, He was initiated in the Latin 
tongue by his father, and then fent to St. Paui’s {choot 
in London, where he made a confiderable progrefs in the 
Latin and Greek languages ; and when about eleven years 
old, he took a great fancy to the ftudy of arithmetic and 
the Hebrew tongue. In 1646, he was by Mr. Fran: 
Reus, 2 learned gentleman, and provoft of Eton-colleges 
choten for one of the foundation of that fchool. At 
about feventeen he was chofen in King’s-college, Cum- 
bridge; and about eighteen GOD was pleafed to fhine upon 
his foul, and difcover to him that the faving knowledge 
e& GOD and a fenfe of an intereft in his love, through 
Chri, 
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Chriff, was vaitly preferable to every thing elle. His 
heart being now opened, GOD was pleafed to make the 
exemplary life ahd ficred difcourfe of 4 young man inthe 
college, together with the preaching of avo Gninent di- 
vines, and Mr. Baxter's Samt’s Evertafting Rett, of great 
ufe and fingular advantage to him, Now he knew that 
the contemplations in aitronomy were of no confequence 
in comparifon of that which the religion of Je/us con- 
templates. He was now fo filled with divine coutempla- 
tions, and tafted fo much fweetnels in the knowledge of 
Cbrifi, that it was difcernable in his very appearance, 
tor he now counted every thing but as drofi and dung, 
in comparifon of the knowledge of Chrift, and him cru~ 
ecified. he account of his life tells us, that he looked 
upon human learning as ulelefs, if not fixed below Chrij/, 
and not improyed for Chri; he looked upon wifdom as 
folly, and learning as madnefs, and that which would 
make men more like the devil, more fit for his fervice, 
and alfg put a greater accent upon their mifery in another 
world. When he arrived at the age of twenty, be was 
admitted a fellow of King’s-college, which did not a little 
forward his fchemes for promoting the intereft of Chrift 
and the good of fouls. He could and did fpeak in the 
language of St. Pax/ to all his brethren, whether related 
in a natural, civil or religious fenfe. ** Brethren, my 
heart's defive and prayer t9 GQD for you all is, that yuu 
may be faved." We may read the language of his heart 
to them in the few following extradts. 

«© Give me leave to deal plainly, and to come clofe to 
vou; for I love your fouls fo well, that 1 cannot bear the 
thoughts of the tots of them. Know that there is fich a 
thing as the new birth; and execpt @ man be born again, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven. Vhis new birth bath 
its foundation laid in a fenfe of fin, and a godly forrow for 
it, and a heart fet againg it ; without thete there can be no 
falvation, Upon repentance and believing, comes juflifi- 
cation ; after this, fanétification, by the Spirit’s dwel~ 
ling inus, By this we come to we the childyen of GOD, 
to be made partakers of a divine nature, to lead new lives, 
and to have a fuitablenefs to GOD. It is anworthy of a 
chriftian to have fuch a narrow fpirit, as nat to act for 
Chrift with all our heart, and foul, and firength and might. 
Be not afhamed of Cho. Be not afrzid of the frqwus and 
jeers of the wicked. Be fure to keep a confcience void of 
offence, and yield by no means to any known fin. Be 
much jn prayer, in fecret prayer, aud in reading the 
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feriptures. Therein are laid up the glorious myfteries 
which are hid from many eyes. My greateft delire is, 
that GOD would work his own great work in you. I 
defire to fee you, not as formerly, but that the Lord 
would make me an inftrument of your fouls good, for 
which T greatly long.” His affection to his relations ap- 
peared in his tender concern for the good of their fouls, 
in the fuccefs of his addreffés to them for that purpofe. 
He was mighty in prayer, and his fpirit was oftentimes 
fo tranfported in it, that he forgot the weaknefs of his 
body, and of others fpirits. Indeed the acquaintance he 
had with GOD was fo fweet, and his converfe with him 
fo frequent, that he fcarce knew how to leave that which 
was fo delightful and fuited to his fpirit. He ufed to 
wreftle with GOD, like one that was fure to prevail, for 
a blefling ; and this was very evident in the many imme- 
diate anfwers of prayer which he received on his own and 
others account. The author of his life mentions fome-~ 
thing of this kind very particular, refpecting his honored 
father, Mr. /Villiam Fancway, to which we refer. When 
his father died, he endeavored to fill up that relation in 
the care of his mother and other relatives in the moft 
tender and affectionate manner. 

His comforts came from the fountain-head, and he 
would willingly lead them there to drink with him,.— 
“* We, poor Solifh creatures, (faith he) fcarce know 
what is good for ourfelves; but it is no {mall encourage- 
ment to the people of GOD, that wifdom itfelf takes 
care of them, arid one who loves them better than they 
Jove themfelves, looks after them ; and he hath given his 
promife, that all fhall work together for their good. And 
what better foundation of comfort can there be than this ? 
Let not your fouls fink under affli€tions, for what reafon 
have you to be difcomforted under them ? Can you gather 
from thence that the Lord does not love you? No, furely, 
but rather the contrary; for whom the Lord lnveth he 
chafineth, and feourgeth every fon whom -he receiveth, Let 
this ferve as a remedy againit exceffive grief. Get your 
Jove to GOD increafed, Remember that {cripture, and 
let it imprefs your fpirits : He that loves father or mother, 
brother or fifter, yea, or children, more than me, is not worthy 
of me, Labor to have your affe€tions more raifed to him 
who is moft worthy of them.” After his father’s death 
he returned to King’s-college, and became a member of a 
fmall fociety of chriftians, who met chiefly to difcourfe 
of experimental religion, and that with happy fuccels® 
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this being a means of ripening him apace for the heavenly 
world.—Societies for the purpofes of vital religion have 
been greatly bleffed, and many chriftians have arrived 
to eminence in religion this way. Mr. Janeway lett 
King’ s-college, and went to live in Dr. Cox's family, being 
recommended by the provoft of the college to MLOr 
to his fon; where, it may be fuppofed, they received 
reat advantages from his holy converfation and life: 
ut it may be here obferved, that his hard ttudy, and ap- 
plication to the bufinefs he went into the family to per- 
form, was by far an overmatch for him. His body grew 
weak, and great pain foon broke his conftitution, fo that 
he was obliged to retire into the country for the benefit of 
the air, And here his firtt dangerous ficknels com- 
menced. He was now in a decline, and could have but. 
little hopes of life; yet he was fo far from being affrighted, 
that he received the fentence of death in himfelt” with 
reat joy. In order to wean his friends from him, and 
is affections from them. He was afhamed to defire and 
pray for life,  O, (faid he) is there 
more defirable than the enjoyment of Chr; 
ect any thing below comparable to that bleffid vifion > 
that crown! that_reft which remains for the people 
of GOD; and, bleffed be GOD, 1 can fay, I know it 
ismine! J know that when this tabernacle of clay fhall be 
diffolved, that I have a boufe not made with hands; and there.- 
fore | groan, not to be unclothed, but to be clothed upon 
with Chri, To me to live is Chriff, but to die ts gain. 
ican, through infinite mercy, {peak in the apoftle’s lan- 
guage.—J have fought the good fight, henceforth there is laid 

up for me a crown incorruptible, that fadeth not away. 
‘When he perceived one of his neureft relations greatly 
troubled at the thoughts of his death, he charged him 
not to pray for his life, except it were purely to the glory 
of GOD. I with, (faid he) 1 beg you to keep your 
minds in a fubmiffive frame to the will of GOD concern- 
ing me, The Lord take you nearer to hirafelf, that you 
may walk with him; to whom if I go before, I hope you 
will follow after.” He recovered from this ficknefs in 
fome good meafure, and returned to his former practice 
of engaging in the fecret and public duties of religion. 
He fet apart an hour every day for fecret retirement and 
folemn meditation, which was ufually in the event 
‘Where one obferving his conflant practice, concealed h 
felf, that he might be acquainted with that divine inter- 
courfe that was kept up between GOD and him: Yet fo 
gracious 
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gracious and fo beloved of GOD as he was, he was not 
tree from the affaults of the tempter. The writer of his 
fife fays, « It would make a chriftian’s heart ach to hear 
and read what ftrange temptations he was exercifed with: 
But he was well armed for fuch a conflict, having the 
Thield of faith, whereby ‘he quenched the fiery darts of 
the wicked one. He never preached publicly but twice, 
and we are told that then he came to it as if he had been 
ufed to that work forty years, delivering the word of 
GOD with that power and majefty, with that tendernefs 
and compaffion, with that readineis and freedom, that it 
made his hearers almoft amazed. His firit and latt fer- 
mons were on communion with GOD, Fob xxii. 21. 
Acquaint now thifelf with GOD, and be at peace: Thereby 
good fhall come unto thee. A fubject that tew chriftians 
under heaven were better able to manage than himfelf.” 
In the clofe of life he feemed quite fwallowed up with the 
thoughts of Chri, heaven, and eternity ; and the nearer 
he came to it, the more fwift his motion was, and the 
more earneft his defires for it. He was much concerned 
about minifters, that they fhould be careful not to be 
engaged in low and fordid defigns. He judged that to 
take up the miniftry, as a fecular employ to get gain, 
and to aggrandize fa, was abfolutely inconfiftent with the 
true fpirit of a true gofpel-minifter. He thought it ne~ 
ceffary that they who were devoted to the miniftry, fhould 
have firft given themfelves and their all to GOD, and be 
filled with a rea] difinterefted affection to precious and 
immortal fouls, that they might more ardently promote 
his glory. He was full of compaffion to fouls, and would 
greatly lament the barrennefs of chriftians in their con- 
verfe with each other. And as.the empty converie of 
chriftians was matter of grief to him, fo was their want 
of love, and their little concern for each other. 

Near the clofe of his life he evidently lived like a man 
quite weary of the world, almoft in the immediate view 
of abetter. His temper, his language, his deportment, 
all {poke him one of another world. His meditations 
were fo intenfe, long and frequent, that they ripened 
him apace for heaven, He fell into 2 deep coniumption. 
‘When he felt his body ready to faint, he called to his 
mother, and faid, «Dear mother, I am dying, but 1 
befeech you be not troubled, for Jam, through mercy, 
quite above the fears of death, I have nothing that 
troubles me, but the apprehenfions of your grief. I am 
going to him whom I love above life,” His mother and 
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his brethren ftanding by him, he faid, «* Dear mother, 1 
befecch you earneitly, as ever I defired any thing of you 
in my fife, that you would chearfully give me up to 
Chrifi, UBeleech you do not hinder me, now 1 am going 
to reft and glory, Iam afraid of your prayers leit they 
pull one way and minr another.” And then turning to 
his brethren, he fake to them: 1 charge you all, do 
not pray fot my iife any more, You do me wrong if 
youdo, © that glory, that unfpeakable glory that 1 be- 
hold! My heart is full, my heart is full. Chri? fimiles, 
and I cannot choofe but fmile. Can you find in your 
heart to ftop me, who am now going to the complete and 
everlafting enjoyment of Chrif? Would you keep me 
from my crown? The arms of my bleffed Saviour are 
open to embrace me. ‘The angels ftand ready to carry 
my foul into his bofom, O, did you but fee what | fee, 
ou would all cry out with me, How long, dear Lord, 
how tong ! Come, Lord Fefus, come quickly! O, why 
are his chariot wheels fo long a coming.” “A reverend 
and holy minifter came often to_vifit him, and difcourfed 
with him of the excellency of Chrif, and the glory of 
the invilible world. _*¢ Sir, (faid he) I teel fomething of 
it. My heart is as fullas it can hold in this lower ftate. 
I can hold no more here, O, that 1 could but Jet you 
know what I feel!” This holy minifter praying with 
him, his foul was ravifhed with the abundant incomes of 
light, life, and love, fo that he could fearce hear it, or 
the thoughts of Raying any longer here. hough he 
was, towards his end, moft commonly in a triumphant 
frame, yet fometimes he had fome final] intermiffions. 
He would cry out, ‘ Hold out, faith and patience, yet 
a little while, and your work is done.” When he found 
not his heart wound up to the higheft pitch of thankful- 
nefs, admiration and Jove, he would with great forrow be- 
moan himfelf, and cry out in this language: « And what 
is the matter now, my foul? What wilt thou, canit 
thou thus unworthily flight this admirable and aftonifh- 
ing condefcenfion of GOD to thee? Seems it a finall 
matter, that the great Febovab fhould deat thus familiarly 
with this worm? And wilt thou pais this over as 2 
common mercy ?” 

And then he breaks out again into another extafy of 
joy and praife. « Stand aftonifhed, O ye heavens; and 
wonder, O ye angels, at this infinite grace! Was ever 
any under heaven more beholden to free grace than 1? 
O, blefs the Lord with me! Come, let us fhout for joy, 
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and boaft in the GOD of our falvation, O, help me to 
praife the Lord, for his mercy endureth for ever!” An 
old experienced chriftian and minifter faid again and again, 
that he never faw, nor read, nor heard, the like. He 
talked as if he had been in the third heavens, and brake 
out into fuch words as thefe: *¢O, he is come! he is 
cone! O, how fweet, how glorious is the bleifed Fefis / 
How thall | do to fpeak the thoufandth part of his praifes ! 
O, for words to fet out a little of that excellency ! But 
it is inexpreffible. O, how excellent, glorious, and lovely 
is the precious Fefus! He is {weet. He is altogether 
Yovely. And now I am fick of love, for he hath ra- 
vifhed my foul with his beauty. I shall die fick of love.” 
About forty-ei tht hours before his death his eyes were 
dim, and his fight much failed, and every part had the 
{ymptoms of death upon it; yet even then, if poffible, 
his joys were greater ftill. He fpake like one entering 
into the gates of the new Ferufalem. Not a word drop- 

ed from his mouth, but it breathed of Chrif and heaven. 

oft of his work was praife: An hundred times admiring 
the boundlefs love of GOD to him. “ O why me, 
Lord 2? Why me?” And then he would give inftru€tion 
to them that came to fee him: ¢ So that I believe (fays 
the writer of his life) there was much work done for 
Chrift in his aft hours,’ He took his leave of his friends 
every evening, expecting to fee them no more til) the 
morning of the refurrection, ** Now (fays the dying 
faint) 1 want but one thing, and that is, a fpeedy lift to 
heaven.” 

“<Q help me, help me, to praife him, and admire him 
that hath done fuch aftonithing wonders for my foul! 
Come help me with praife; all is too little: Come help 
me, all ye glorious and mighty angels, who are fo well 
fkilled in the heavenly work of praife. Praife is now 
my work, and I fhali be engaged in that {weet employ- 
ment for ever. Come, let us lift up our voice in praife, 
I fhall prefently behold Cériff himfelf who loved me and 
fur me, and wafhed me in his blood. I hall ina 
few hours be in eternity, finging the fong of Afej/es, and 
the fong of the Lamb. I fhall prefently ftand upon 
mount Six with an innumerable company of angels, and 
the {pirits of the juft made perfect, and Fe/us the media- 
tor of the new covenant. I fhall hear the voice of much 
people, and be one among them who fay, Hallelujah; 
fatvation, glory and honor, and power unto the Lord our 
GOD! And again, we fay Hallelujah ! Methinks I ftand 
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as it were one foot in heaven, and by faith I fee the an- 
gels waiting to carry my foul to the bofom of Frfis, and 
{ thall be fer ever with she Zard in glory. And Who can 
chuie but rejoice in all this >” 

The day before his death he looked earneftly upon his 
brother Fames, and faid, ** I thank thee, dear brother, 
for thy love: Thou art praying for me, and 1 know 
thou loveft me dearly : But Chrif toveth me ten thoufand 
times more than thou doit, Come and kifs me, dear 
brother, before I die.” And fo with his cold dying lips 
he kiffed him, and faid, «I thal! go before, and | hope 
thou fhalt follow after to glory.” A few hours before 
his death he called all his relations and brethren together, 
thae he might blefs them and pray for them, which he 
did with much affetion, authority, and {pirituality, 
‘Then the godly minifter who had ufed to vifit him, came 
to pay him his lait vifit, and to do the office of an angel, 
to help to convey his foul to glory. When he fpake to 
him, his heart was in a mighty flame of love and joy, 
which drew tears from the holy man; being amazed to 
hear a dying man talk as if he had been with Fefies, and 
came from the immediate prefence of GOD,” O the 
{miles that were then in his face, and the unfpeakable joy 
that was in his heart! One might have read grace and glory 
in his countenance. Q_ the_praifes, the triumphant 
praifes, le put up! A little before he died, in prayer, or 
rather praifes, he was fo full of admiration, that he could 
fearce forbear fhouting for joy. And at length, with 
abundance of faith and fervency, he faid “« Amen, Amen.” 
And now his defires were foon fatistied. Death was com- 
ing apace to do his laft office. And after a few mo- 
ments he turned himtelf on one fide, and immediately 
fell afleep in Fefus, June 1657, aged 24. He was buried 
in Kelfhal church, Hertfordjhire. 
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tes very celebrated French proteftant minifter was 
born at Vexin, upon the eighteenth of Odfcber, in 
the year 1568, He firft imbibed the rudiments of fitera- 
ture at Sedan; and when he arrived at twenty years of 
age, was fent to finifh his education in Englind, where 
he became a member of Chrif-cclege in Cambridge. After 
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four years ftay in England he went to Holland among the 
retinue of the duke of Wittemberg, and had the provi- 
dence to be fhipwrecked in his paffage, when he loft all 
his books and baggage. ‘This gave occafion to his writ- 
ing an elegant poem entitled, Votive Tabula, which did 
him great credit, and procured him many friends, The 
French embaflador countenanced him greatly, (for Henry 
IV. at that time feat proteftant embaifadors into protef- 
tant countries) and recommended him to the queen-mo- 
ther; by whofe intereft he obtained the profefforthip of 
philofophy at Leyden, then vacant. This he beld for five 
or fix years, and had feveral difciples, who afterwards 
became famous; among the reft Hugo Grotius. He read 
leGtures upon Ariffotle, and difciplined his {cholars in the 
art of difputing; of which he made himfelf fo great a 
after, that he was always the fcourge and terror of the 
papifts, Scaliger was very much his patron; and when 
Du Moulin publifhed his fogic at Leyden in 1596, was fo 
‘gtacious as to fay [what was very extraordinary of him 
to fay concerning any thing modern) of the epiftle pre- 
fatory, ¢ bec epiftola non eff bujus evi’ le taught 
Greck alfo in the divinity fchools, in which he was ex- 
tremely well fkilled, as appears from his book entitled, 
Nowitas Papifmi, where he expofes cardinal Perron’s ig- 
norance of that language. In the year 1599, ‘he went to 
Paris to be minifter at Charenton, and chaplain to Catharine 
of Bourbon, the king’s fifter, who was then married to 
Henry of Lorrain duke of Bar. This lady continued a 
determined proteftant in fpite of all attempts to pervert 
her. The pope applied to Henry 1V. about the conver- 
fion of his fifter, and Henry fet his divines upon her; 
but Du Moulin preferved her found and orthodox in the 
faith againit all their artifices. Perron and Cotten were 
the men chiefly employed, with whom Dz Moulin had 
frequent confliéts ; and Henry begged of her hinfelf, only 
to hear his chaplains preach. She confented to hear fa- 
ther Cotten, who was immediately ordered to preach be- 
fore the king and his fifter in the very place where Du 
Moulin had preached juft before. However, to fecure 
herfelf the better againft the wiles of this jefuit, fhe 
contrived to have Du Moulin fo placed, that he might 
hear all that Cotton faid. Cotton's difcourfé was upon the 
holy Spirit’s inhabiting the hearts of men, and it began 

in this manner < 
« LT once had the curiofity to vifit an hofpital of mad 
perfons; upon my entrance into which, a grave old gen- 
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tieman very courtéoufly received me, and leading me 
about, fhewed me all the different kinds of them. ‘That, 
pointing to one, fancies himfelf to be tnow, and would 
not come near a fire, for fear he fhould be melted. This, 
fays he, takes himfelf for an earthen veflel, and keeps 
carefully trom walls, leaft he fhould be broken into 
pieces. Thofe four are ftill madder ; for they imagine 
themfelves infpired with the fpirit of prophecy. One 
calls himfelf Elias, another Feremiab, another Daniel, and. 
another St. Pau/; but 1, whe am the Holy Ghoft, know 
that they are all ‘mad and impottors, for they never were 
fent by me. ‘Thus the reverend old gentleman, atter he 
had acquainted me with the different diftempers of other 
madinen, difcovered at laft his own: For he talked fo 
very foberly, and with fo much gravity, that I did not 
perceive in him the leaft fymptom of miadnefs, till he 
declared himfelf to be the Holy Ghoft. The fame kind 
of madnefs may be feen among the pretended reformed, 
Wife and religious princeffes, (meaning the king’s filter) 
wife and faithfal counfellors, (the duke of Su/ly) wile and 
learned fenators, (Philip de Mornay) all thele you may 
fee wife and prudent in every refpect, except that they 
faney they have the Holy Spirit, which they really have 
not.’ So itis, chat one part of the world continues to 
call the other foolifh and mad, while in the mean time, 
erhaps, they themfelves are not lefs fo: Jor whut is it, 
pray, which is to hinder us from concluding, that the 
jefuic Corton, like his reverend guide in the hofpital, was 
not only mad himfelf, but even madder than thofe very 
proteftants, whom he takes upon him to reproach? Ob- 
ferve by the way, the pious ufe that was here made of the 
pulpit ; and confider the great comfort that muft needs 
fpring up in the breafts of good men, upon feeing it dedi- 
cated to fuch holy purpofes. Though Henry 1V. was 
very angry at Du Moulin for baffling the jefuit, and de- 
feating ail his endeavors to convert his fifter ; yet the king 
had always a great iegard for him, of which Du Moulin 
well knew, and of which he ever retained a very grate- 
ful remembrance, After the death of Henry IV. there- 
fore, which happened in the year 1610, Du Moulin pub- 
Tifhed a book, in which he charged the murder of that 
monarch upon Catton, and the whole order of jefuits. Tt 
had been faid that Ravillac was excited to that defperate. 
ac&t by fome notions which he had picked up in the writ- 
ings of the jefuits, of Afariana in particular, touching 
the perfons and authority of kings: Upon which account 
3 bbha father 
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“¢ Ah, Sir, you know not how much you grieve me by fuch 
Tanguage. ‘I have not done all the good [ ought to have 
done; and that little benefit the church hath reaped b: 
my labors, is not from me, but from the grace of GO! 
which is in me} as it is ufual with him to produce a good 
effeét by a weak inftrument. I am confcious that I have 
negleéted my duty in many things, and offended my 
GOD ; but t have loved his holy truth, and hope in his 
mercy. He is my father and my GOD, and Fe/us Chri 
ismy Saviour’; WPhafeever blicet im bir fall mt peri 
but have life everlafiing.” His friends told him, that he 
hurt himfelf by {peaking fo much, ¢* Tis true, (he re- 
plied) but I will die glorifying GOD.” His prayers 
were fervent, and full of penitential forrow. He faid, 
“* He was the gresteft of finners, and the moft unwor- 
thy of the graces which he had received from GOD.” 
He abhorred his unthankfulnefs, aggravated his faults, 
and diftafted all that commended him. 

‘© Lord, (faid he) 1 have deferved nothing but punifh- 
ment. Thou haft heaped blefings upon me. ‘Thou haft 
honored me with an holy calling, but 1 have not labored 
according to the worth of it, J have mingled my own 
glory with thine, I have often negleéted thy fervice, in 
order to feek my particular intereft. O, how much felf, 
Tove! What perverfenefs hath oppofed the kingdom of 
thy Son within me ! How often have I grieved thy holy 
Spirit by idle thoughts and carnal affections! But thoug! 
it had been bue juftice in thee to have crufhed me in thy 
wrath, yet thou haft always fhewed thylelf a gracious 
and merciful father to me, In very faithfulnefs thou baft 
offlified me. Indeed thou haft fometimes chaftened me 
with thy moft terrible rod. Thou baft hid thy face 
from me for a moment, but thou haft remembered me 
in thy great compaffion, Lord, thou wilt do it. Thou 
art faithful in thy promifes. J am thy creature. Thou 
haft led me and taught me from my youth; O forfake 
me not in this laft period of my life, Have mercy upon 
me, my GOD; my father, have mercy upon me, OG 
Lard, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do. 
Defer not for thy own fake, O my GOD, even for thy 
Son’s fake, who bath loved me, and given himfelf for me. 
_ “ The mercy of GOD (faid he) 1s infinite as himfelf 
is, There is no fin fo great but it may be remitted. 
How great was Aaron's fin, who made the golden calf? 
How grievous that of David in the bufinefs of Uriah ? 
And that of Solemen, whom GOD had fo highly ee 
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nored, whofe heart was feduced by the love of ftrange 
women to the abominable worfhip of falle gods? And 
yet GOD faid of him, That if be brake GOD's flatuts, 
and kept not bis commandments, be would viftt bis tranferef~ 
fons with the vod, and his iniquity with firipes: Newerth 
te, be would not usterly take his loving kindnefs from him. 
nd, (faid he) thou wilt pardon me allo, O my G 

Thou wilt deliver me from every evil work, and pre- 
ferve me to thy heavenly kingdom. Let me die the 
death of the righteous. Let me {ce thy face in righteout- 
nefs, Let me enjoy thofe good things of which thou 
haft given me many foretaftes. O how happy a thing 
js it to live in GOD’s fear, and to die in his peace.” His 
illnefs being violent, and his pain acute, a friend of his 
in the miniftry, in order to comfort and ftrengthen him, 
faid to him, * Be of good cheer, for the time of your 
deliverance draws nigh.’  O how welcome (replied he) 
are you to me with that good news! Welcome kind 
death! O how happy fhall I be to fee my GOD, to 
whom my heart hath been of a long time afpiring! He 
will be merciful to me. Pray that he will be pleafed to 
perfect his work in me.” Yer fometimes the violence of 
his pain forced a complaint from him. *€ O Lord, (faid 
he once) lay not too heavy a hand upon thy poor fervant. 
Thov hait fuffciently affiGed me, to make me fenfible 
of my fin.” Ber correcting himfelf, he added, “ Yet, 
Lord, I am far from murmuring againft thee. I have 
kept myfelf from that in my long trials. I have deferved 
infinitely more than I fufer. Bruife this duft and rhefee 
afhes. “Bruife this body, and fave my precious foul. 
Miferable as I am, I would not change iny condition for 

that of a king, while I hope in the grace of my GOD.” 
When one of his friends put him in mind of the words 
of Facob, I have waited for thy fitvation, O GOD; he 
faid, “* Many of our doétors by that falvarion underftand 
the temporal deliverances which GOD promifed his peo- 
ple: But 1 will apply it to inyfelf in the fenfe you take 
it in.” Another friend having mentioned the words of 
the hymn of Zacharias, The tender mercy of wr GOD, 
whereby the day-Ipring from on high huth wified us; he added, 
“© Yes, it is that Sux of rightooufneft, with healing in bis 
wings.” When he heard the words, Pfaim. cxxx, f wait 
for the Lord; my foul dosh wait ; and in bis word do I bape 5 
he faid, “« That word is the promile of the gofpet, that 
whofaever believeth in Fofus Chrif? hath evertalting lifes 
‘That is the word which my foul dorh wait for’ - 
ic 




















376 -DU MOULIN, 


He was much in the mention of paffages from the fifty- 
firkt Palm, particularly of that verle, The fucrifices f 
GOD are a broken fpivit: A broken and a contrite Beart, 
GOD, thou wilt not defpife. Yo which he ufually added, 
#¢ ‘That fucrifice, © my GOD, I offer to thee.” Being 
vifited by a ftudent, and by him afked, whether he 
thought the Hebrew was the language fpoke in heaven ? 
He anfwered, ‘* This is not revealed: Neither do I 
think that the language of heaven is known here on earth; 
but I judge we fhall learn it in a moment, when GOD 
Shall be aif in al/. This is that tongue of angels, which 
St. Paud mentions ; and is as other things which GOD 
hath prepared for thofe that love him; and they are all 
of them fuch as eye bath not feen, nor ear heard, and which 
‘are not come into man’s heart.” 

Having repeated thofe words, Pfalm xxxii. 1, 2. Blofed 
is be whofe tranfgrefions is forgiven, whofe fin is covered. 
Buifed is the man to whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, 

in eye Spirit there is no guile; he added, « ‘Prot 
knoweft, Lord, that in fincerity, and without guile, I 
humble my(elf before thy face. I am a miferable finner, 
and could not dare to litt up my eyes towards thee, did 
2 not truft both in thy commandment and promife. 
Such as labor under a fenfe of their miferies, are thote 
whom thou calleft; for thou fayeft, Come nto me all ye 
phat lubor and are heavy laden, and Iwill give you rofl. b 
then, let me come to thee. Draw me, O Lord, that £ 
may rm after thee. 1 am tired; IT am quite weary of 
being abfent from my GOD. My foul thirfteth for GOD, 
for the living GOD. When foall I come and appear before 
GOD? Alas, I am unworthy of it; for 1 was conceived 
in fin, and my whole life hath been a continued tranf- 
grefion. Yet far be it from me to doubt of GOD's 
power and faithfulnefs. Where fin aboundeth, his grace 
aboundeth much more, Jt is not for the righteous, but for 
repenting finners that he hath given his Son, that whe/e- 
aver believeth in him fhould not perifh, but bave Ife ever 
lofting. Lord, I believe, help thou my unbelief. Increafe 
and itrengthen my faith, Ir is now weak and fmall, but 
it is and unfeigned, and refteth upon Jefur Chrifd 
only. There is no falvation in any other. He is the way, 
the truth if. None can come to the Father but 
him. Away with all other interceffors. Away with all 
merit of works. AH our righteoufneiles are but pollu- 
tions, Ah, my GOD, I have no righteoufnefs but thine ; 
for I waz conceived in iin, and never did any work fo good 
but 
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but it needed pardon, Mercy, Lord; mercy. Pardon 
me my fins, pardon me my unrighteoufnefs. Wath me 
thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleante from wy 
fins. Purge me with hyilop, but let it be dipt in the blood 
of the lamb withou: bkingfh and without fpot, which taketh 
away the fins of the world. Thou knowelt, O Lord, that 
IT have loved thy holy truth, and that J have believed thy 
promifes, They are the joy of my heart. They are 
the comforts which have kept up my heart from dejec- 
tion, O GOD, perfect thy work in me. Create in me 
a clan heart, O GOD, and renew @ right fpirit within mee 
Reflore unto me the jay of shy falvution, and upheld me with 
thy free Spirit.” He was fo humble and fo vile in his own, 
eyes, that when any thing was fpoken in his praite, he 
rejected it with a kind of indignation ; faying, Away 
with this flattery, and pray to GOD to have mercy 
on me.” His ficknefs was an inflammation of the lungs, 
with a quotidian ague, which returned with double vio- 
Jence every day at the fame hour. Coming out of a fit 
he faid, “* My GOD, how weary am |! When {hall 1 
reft in thy bofom? When fhall [ be filled with the true 
riches ? When fhall ] drink of the river of thy pleafures ? 
am unworthy of it, O my GOD; but thou art glori- 
fied by doing good to the unworthy. It is not for them 
who are whole, but for thofe that are fick, that thy Son, 
the great phyfician, was fent. Whofoever believeth on 
him is paffed from death to Sife.” Being afked whether 
he did not perfe€tly hope in the grace of GOD, he in 
twered, “hope, but not perfoelly 5 yet, as much as 1 
am able. I fuffer now the pains of death, but GO) 
wilt redeem my foul from the power of the grave, for he 
{halk receive me.” When fome comforting paflage of 
{eripture was mentioned to him, by which he found him- 
felf ftrengthened, he took the hand of the perfon who 
uttered it, and kiffing it, faid, < The Spirit of GOD 
hath fpoken by your mouth. The Lord blefs you, and 
increafe his graces in you.” After an exhortation which 
hhad greatly aifeéted him, he faid, ‘¢ Thefe are excetfent 
words, ‘The Lord, by his grace, deeply imprinted them 
in my heart.” 

Sometimes when thofe about him {pake of the excrl- 
lency of that glory he was going to enjoy, he feened to 
be in an extafy, and fuid but little; and what he faid w: 
with long paufes between his words; as, “ O what is it 
to fee GOD)’s face in righteoufnefs! O when fhall J be 
fatisfied with his likenefs ?"_ He often sepeaied the words 
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of David, Pfalm xxxvi. How excellent is thy loving-kind- 
nefsy OD: Therefore the children of men put their 
truft under the oadew of thy wings. They fall be abun- 
dantly fatisfied with the fatne]s of thy houfe, and thon fhalt 
make them drink of the river of thy pleafures. For with 
thee is the fountain of life, and in thy light foall we fee 
light.” And Pfalm \xv. © Bleffed is the man whom thou 
chifef, and caufeft to approach unto thee, that be may 
dwell in thy courts. He fhall be fatisfied with the good~ 
nufs of thy houfe, even of thy boly temple.” He often re-~ 
peated Pfalm xxvii, Ixiii, and Ixxi; dwelling on thofe 
words in the laft, «* O GOD, thou haft taught me from 
my youth, and hitherto have I declared thy wondrous works. 
New alfe, when I am old and gray-beaded, O GOD, for- 
fake me not.” 

For the fix laft days of his illnefs, he was moftly in 
flumbers; againft which he much ftrove, and faid, 
«* Roufe me, 1 fhould now watch. *Tis now no time to 
flcep, but to die, Watch and pray, faid my Saviour, 
“fl ye enter into temptation, O great GOD, abandon 
me not to my infirmities ; bat fo preferve and keep m 
fpirit, that I ‘may glorify thee when I am dying.” He 
often faid, lifting up his eyes and hands, “ Lord, be 
merciful to me: Be gracious to me.” Even when he 
feemed to be faft afleep, it appeared that his heart waked ; 
for he now and then, in that circumftance, whifpered out 
a fhort fentence, as Death is fwallowed up in vidfory! 
Zhe Word was made fief!” “He was therefore once 
afked, after he awoke, after fuch heart-wakings, whether 
he lifted up his foulto GOD? ‘ Yes, he replied, con- 
tinually.” He often felt his own pulfe, and then ufually 
faid, ‘* O what a grief is this! I cannot die). My GOD, 
have mercy on me, and fet my foul free. 1 am weary of 
being abfent from my GOD. I defre to depart, and to 
be with Chri. O my GOD, come fetch me. Shorte 
the days of my combat. Let me die, I befeech thee. 
Into thy hands I commend my fpirit; for thou haf re- 
deemed me, O Lard GOD of truth.’ When many of 
his flock were got about him, and defired his bleffing, he 
faid, “ The Lord blefs you, and give you his fear, and 
the promifed falvation.” “A little before his death, awakiny 
about midnight, he fuid to a perfon attending him, “ 
hall now foon be eafed. I am going to my Father and 
my GOD, He hathheard me indeed. 1 go to him with 
confidence ; for he hath arrayed me with his robe.” And 
then, in the greateft rapture, he faid, «* I fee ae QO 
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how beautiful be is! I renounce all earthly affeétions, I 
will no more love any thing in the world but thee, O 
GOD, who doft alone poffefs me.” And then his eyes 
were bright and fparkling, his mouth open, and pantin, 
after the living GOD; his arms ftretched out towaide 
heaven ; and there was a vifible and wonderful effort in 
him to rife, and with his whole body to welcome, as it 
were, and embrace the beautiful object of his love. Af- 
ter which one who attended him faid, ¢ Sir, you will fee 
your Redeemer with your own eyes.’ He replied, “ I 
elieve it.” And thefe were the laft intelligible words he 
uttered. A few minutes after, he fwectly expired, and 
left on his countenance the features of joy. He diced 
March 10, 1658, aged ninety. 

As to his literary charaéter, it was famous throughout 
all Europe, or (as De Vaux hath expreffed it) throughout 
the chriftian world, The learned Reader may perufe, with 
much fatisfa€tion, what the faid De Vaxx hath faid of him 
in his prefatory epiftle to the Lhefaurus Theclogiee Seda- 
nenfis, Wol. I. Even Gererd Vofius mentions his old 
philofophic preceptor with due honor: And our own cx~ 
cellent Dr. Tsviffe writes concerning him; ¢ 1 do admire 
him upon the Euchariit and on Purgatory. He hath my 
heart, when I read his Confolations to his Brethren of 
the Church of France, as alfo in treating of the love of 
GOD. I would willingly learn French to underftand him 
only; and have a long time defired, and ftill do, to get 
any thing that he hath written.” 


ROBERT HARRIS, DD. 


OBERT HARRIS, was born at Broad Caumbden, 

in Gloucefterfbire, in the year 1578. At a proper 

age e was fent to the free-fchool at Chipping Cambden, 
where he met with much difcouragement in his learning, 
partly through the eqoent change of {choolmafters, the 
falary being {mall, and partly from the fevere and cruel 
manner with which they treated the boys; which, he 
ufed often to fay, was the bane of many fcholars. He 
was at length removed to the fchoo] at Worcy fer, where 
he heard Dr, Robert Abbot, afterwards hilhop <bdor, 
preach every Sunday; and from thence to Magdalen Hall, 
mi Oxford. “But being neglected by his tutor, aad having 
Cec2z a great 
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a great thirft for learning, he requefted of his relation, 
the principal, to allow him to put himfelf under the tui- 
tion of a Mr. Goffe of Magdalen-college, a good {cholar, 
and a famous logician and difputant ; but, as he was alfo 
reputed a puritan, his relation, who was a favorer of po- 
pery, endeavored to diffaade him from it. However, the 
confideration of his progrefs in learning prevailed, and he 
was according! committed to Mr. Goffz's tuition. Mr. 
Goffe required Mr. Harris, with the rett of his pupils, to 
join in reading the Scriptures, repeating of fermons, and 
jn ufing prayer; but this new and ftrange plan, as it ap- 
peared to Mr. Harris, gave him much uneafinefs ; ob- 
Jerving that none of the feniors embraced that way; and. 
vet it was fuch as he knew not how to oppofe. This led 

im to pray to GOD, that he would difcover to him the 
falibood of his tutor, if he had any defign of mifleading 
or corrupting his mind; or, if it were the right way, 
GOD would make ic plain to him, and confirm Fim in it, 
He likewife bought a bible and fome of the beft books in 
divinity, which, being read with prayer and conftancy, 
by the blefling of GOD and his tutor’s inftructions, 
brought about his thorough converfion. He then made 
Juch rapid progrefs in his ftudies, that, not long after, his 
tutor looked upon hii not fo much his pupil, as compa+ 
nion in his fudies. 

It hath been frequently obferved, that grace not only 
informs and quickens the mind with refed to the things 
of GOD and the matters of eternal falvation, but often 
expands the natural faculties to the more acute and fenfible 
obfervation of common affairs, infomuch that the Scrip« 
ture is fulfilled in every fenfe, which declares, that the 
law of GOD is perfeét, converting the foul: The teftimony 
of the Lord is fure, making wife the fimple. The flatutes 
of the Lord aré right, rejoicing the beart : The commandment 
of the Lovd is pure, enlightening the eyes. Mr. Harris was 
now determined for the miniftry, and purpofing to take 
orders, he returned home, and preached his firit fermon, 
at Chipping-Cambden from Rom. x. 1. which was much 
admired: “ But {fays he) 1 was a lofer by it; for my 
heart {welled with pride, and my friends thought I need 
not go again to Oxford, becaufe I had learning enough.” 
His father, who had many more children to provide for, 
écfigned to breed him to the law, and had made fome in- 
terelt tor his preferment; but he humbly intreated his 
father, that what he intended hereafter to beftow on him 
fer his patrimony, he would at prefent allow to him ae 
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his maintenance at Oxford, ’till he had perfeGQed his tin- 
dies; to which his father at Jaft-agreed, But he had not 
been long again in Oxford before the plague broke ont 
there ; upon which ths gownfinen were fo ditperfed abroad, 
that but few remained in the univerfity. Mr. Harr: 
invited to the houte of Mr. Doyly. five inilvs from Oxford, 
a gentleman of a very antient and refpedlable family in 
that county, who, with his lady, were eminent for picty, 
and for love to the gofpel. Here he labored ve 
tably in the affiftance of an aged and infirm clergyman, 
till Mtr. Dod, of Hanwell, and Mr. Cleaver, of Drayton, 
and fome others, were fulpended; and Mr. Desiy, pre- 
ferring public good to private intereft, was prevailed upon 
by Sir Anthony Cope, his brother-in-law, to allow Mr. 

farris to Sacceed Mr. Ded at Hanwel. Kor Six Anthony 
Cope, who had placed Mr. Ded at Hanwel and Mr, Cleaver 
at Drayton, expected the appointment of other two in 
their room ; but archbithop Bancroft, finding che filenced 
clergy would not conform to his terms, prefented two 
chaplains to Hanwel and Drayton, upon pretence of a laple 2 
But Sir Anthony, fitting then in parliament, took one or 
two of the houfe with him, anid prefented his two clerks 
to the archbithop ; who, after a long difpute, admitted 
his prefentation, But Sir Anshony having {poken in that 
parliament againft infufficient minifters, and refleGed at 
the fame time on fome of the bifhops, archbilhop Bancraft 
took this opportunity to refent it, by ordering Sir 
thony’s two clerks to be ftriétly examined by the moft able 
of his grace’s chaplains. ‘The chaplain reported of the 
clerk defigned for Hamvcl (which Mr. Hurris had de~ 
clined, not being willing to fuccced fu eminent a divine as 
Mr. Ded) ¢ That althongh a grave and difereet diviney 
he was altogether infufficient:’ And of Mr, Harris, 
© Mediseviter daélus, that he was moderately learned? 
‘The archbifhop not being futistied with this kut account, 
defired bifhop Barkaw, who was then prefent, to make 
fome further proof of Mr. Harris. Bithop Barlaw, W- 
ing a learned and fenfible as well as pious man, readily 
complied, and examined Mr. Harris firit in divinity, then 
in other parts of Jearning, cially Greet, in which the 
bithop was efteemed a critic; and, as the Rory is related, 
¢ they greeéed it together fo long, that they were both 
run a-ground for words, upon which they both laughed, 
and fogave over” The bifhop’s report (lays Mr. Harris) 
fet me as tnuch too high, as the chaplain et ny fel- 
Tow-candidate too low. The archbifhop accepted of Mr. 
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Harris, provided he thould go to Hanwel, which Sit 4a- 
thony the more eafily agreed to, becaufe it was originally 
his wifh and defign. Mr. Harris being now fettled at 
Hanwel, and Mr. Scudder, a Rely prudent man, at 
Drayton, and Mr. Whately at Banbury, they became a 
neighboring, friendly trio; united, not only itt judgement 
and affection, but alfo in affinity; Mr. Harris having 
married Mr. /hately's fifter, and Mc. Scudder his wife’s 
filter. Thefe three met together weekly, when they 
tranilated a chapter of the Scriptures, But as tempta- 
tions and trials are alfo neceflary for the qualifying aman 
for ufefalnefs in the miniftry ; fo Mr. Harris was exer- 
eifed with his wife’s long and tedious illnefs from the birth 
of her firft child: Which affi@ion (as Mr. Ded often 
told him) was but to feafon and fit him for his work ; 
and, as he afterwards ufed to fay himfelf, ‘ He fhould 
have been {poiled, had he not thus been taken down; for 
young mintfters know not on what ground they tread, 
till GoD makes them humble.” He had however many 
encouragements ; his people began to relifh his miniftry ; 
and he had much comfort in the neighbourhood of many 
ious minifters. On one fide he had Mr. Cleaver, a very 
folid text-man; on the other fide Mr. Lancafiers aman 
as remarkable for humility, faith in the promifes and pro- 
vidence of GOD, and felf-denia!, as for his profound 
learning. But he feemed to be moft intimately attached 
to Mr. Ded, with whom he lived in the utmoft cordi- 
ality and friendfhip. They converfed, ftudied, and daily 
a chapter in the original together. And Mr. Ded 
rarely expounded a text, preached a fermon, or anfwered 
a cafe of confcience, without confulting Mr. Harris; fo 
highly did that eminent divine prize him; and he would 
often blame him for being referved and unwilling to put 
forth himfelf. 

Mr. Harris continued at Hanwel about forty years, a 
conftanty laborious, faithful paftor; preaching on the 
Lsrd’s-day, weekly le@tures, and many occafional fer- 
mons ; in all which he ftudied not airy notions, and cu- 
tious fpeculations, but fuitable and profitable matter, 
which he delivered in found words, and in plain method 
of doétrine, reafon and ufe, accommodating himfelf to 
every man’s capacity: And GOD > pave him a plentiful 
harveft in that country, And of Hanwel it is faid, there 
‘was not a family in it where GOD’s name was not in fome 
meafure called upon; nor a perfon that refufed to be 
examined and inftruCted by him for a due partaking of 
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the Eord’s fupper. At the fame time GOD bleffed him 
in his circumftances; for though his income was not 
great, and his children many, the refort of friends to 
his houfe was very confiderable, both on Sundays and 
Je€ture-days, yet was he ina thriving condition; which 
he gratefully acknowledged, faying, *¢ That there was a 
fecret blefling attended on houfekeeping ; for 1 am not 
able to give an account of my expences and of GO]"'s 
fupplies.” Here he remained, bleffed in himfelf, and a 
blefing to his people, till the breaking out of the civil 
wars, when, in 1642, he was driven by the king’s foldiers 
to London; where he was appointed one of the aflembly of 
divines, and minifter of St. Botolph, Bifbopfgate. In the 

ear 1646, he was one of the fix preachers to the univer- 
iy of Oxford, and the next year one of their vifitors, 
when he was created doétor in divinity, and made pre- 
fident of Trinity-college and sector of Garlington near Ox- 
ford, which is always annexed to it. He governed his 
college with great prudence, and gained the affe€tions of 
all the fellows and. ftudents, who reverenced him as a 
father; though he has been ftigmatized by fome as a no- 
torious pluraitt: To which the writer of his life replies, 
that whatever benefices he might have been nominated to, 
he declared he did not receive the profits of them, And, 
in letters to his friends on this fubje€t, he wrote, ¢ That 
it was and fhould be matter of humiliation and caution 
to him, whilit he lived, that he had given the leaft ad- 
vantage to fuch as fought it ; for though he ftood clear in 
his own and others’ confciences, who beft knew hin, 
that he was far from allowing non-refidency, and plura 
lity of tivings, yet to fuch as were ignorant of all cir- 
cumftances, there was fome appearance of evil.” He 
prefided over his college ten years, though he was now 
feventy; and continued almoft to the very laft preach- 
ing once every Sunday at his parfonage, ‘and a weckly 
lecture in Osfird, as well as in his turn before the uni- 
verfity both in Englifh and Latin. 

‘The Doétor being now of a great age, and finding his 
ftrength begin to fail, he freed himlelf of all worldly 
affairs, feted all his children, and gave up himfclf 
wholly to prepare for death and a better world, But in 
this alfo he was feverely exercifed ; for, befides the infir- 
mities of old age, Mrs. Harris, with whom he had lived 
and walked in the ways of GOD for about fifty years, 
was, by the permiffion of GOD, now fo butferted and 
affaulted by Satan, that fhe was under the greateft horror 
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of mind imaginable. Her temptations were fo violent, 
horrid, and fubtle, that the ableft and moft experienced 
men could at times fearce anfwer them; which made the 
doétor remark, ‘* That the heft man is no more than what 
the Lord makes him hourly.” One day as fhe was coni- 
plaining, that the could find no comfort, “ Oh (aid he) 
what an idol do fome people make of comfort ; as if their 
comfort were their Chri?!” under this heavy affli€tion 
the Lord tupported him with many mercies and fupports, 
for which he exprefled great thankfulnefs; neverthelefs 
it fo hurt his health, that, in the fummer of the year in 
which he died, he began to break and droop very much. 
He apylied to phyfictans, but merely in obedience to 
GOD, who he thought would have us ufe the means 
which’ he afforded us; “ Or elfe (faid he) for my own 
part, I couid live, and durft die.” He was firft feized with 
apleuritic pain in his left fide, attended with a fever, and 
a great defluxion of rheum, and oppreffion of his lungs 
with phlegm ; afterwards with an empyema, under which 
he expectorated daily a large quantity for more than two 
months; which, with his old complaints, the ftone and 
ftraugury brought him fo low that he was not able to 
fpeak much to thofe that vifited him: And fo he verified, 
what he had often faid in the times of bis beft health, 
«¢ That little was to be expeéted from him on his death- 
bed.” And this judgement of himfelf induced him to 
write his advice to his family many years before he died. 
It is faid, he forbore to {peak, becaufe he obferved a de- 
fign in fome to make what he faid public, which he was 
averfe to; nor would he confent that any thing of his 
life or death fhould be written; neither could he ever be 
perfuaded to fit for his picture; fo defirous was he that 
all of him might be buried with him. However, his 
friends thought it would be an injury to the church of 
Cbrifi, as well as injuftice to his memory, to comply ab- 
folutely with his defire in this refpeét ; and therefore the 
fet down the few following particulars relative to his ak 
ficknefs and death. 

In the beginning of his ficknefs, being defired to re- 
ceive company, he faid, «Tam, when alone, in com- 
pany. "Tis all one to me to be Jeft alone, or to have 
friends with me. My work is now to arm myfelf for 
death which affaults me; and I apply myfelf, according 
to my ability, for that great encounter.” He conftantly 
exhorted every one who vifited him, and all about hin, 
above all things to get faith. ** It is (faid he) your vic~ 
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tory, your peace, your life, your crown, and your chief 
piece of fpiritual armour. Notwithftanding which, put 
0a likewife all the other pieces; and then go forth in the 
Lord's might. Stand to the fight, and the iffue thall be 
glorious. Only forget not to call in the aid of your Ge- 
neral. Do all from him, and under him.” Then his 
friends came to fee him, he ufed to fay, ** f cannot 
fpeak, but 1 can hear.” And being atked where his 
comfort Jay ? He anfwered, ‘* In Chriff, and in the tree 
grace of GOD.” © Sir, (Said one to him) you may 
take much comfort in your labors. You have done 
much good, &c.’ He anfwered, “ All is nothing with- 
out a Saviour. Without bim my beft works would con- 
demn me. ©, I am afhamed’ of them, as they were 
mixed with fo much fin! O, Iam an unprofitable fer= 
vant! I have not done any thing for GOD, as | ought. 
Lofs of time fits heavily on my fpirit. Work, work 
apace; affuring yourfelves, that nothing will more trou~ 
ble you when you come to die, than that you have done 
no more for GOD, who hath done fo much for you.” 
Sometimes he expreffed himfelf in the following ‘man- 
ner, ‘© I never in all my life faw the worth of a Chrif, 
nor tafted the fweetnefs of GOD's tove in that mcature 
1 do now.” Being afked, what he would have done for 
him, he anfwered, *¢ Do not only pray for me, but 
praife GOD for his unfpeakable mercy to me, and in par- 
ticular for keeping Satan from me in ‘this my weiknefs. 
O how good is GOD! Always entertain good thoughts 
of him. However it be with us, we cannot think too 
well of him, or too badly of ourtelves.” 

‘And a fenfe of the goodnefs of GOD in Chrift Fefus, 
was continually and fo deeply imprinted on his heart, 
that in all bis wills the following legacy always had a 
place, * Item, I bequeath to all my children, and to 
their children’s children, to each of them a Bible with 
this infeription, None hut Chrifi. Being once vifited by 
two reverend divines, his choice friends ; and they, be- 
fore they prayed with him, defired him to tell them what 
he chiefly requefted, he anfwered, “ I praife GOD he 
{upports me, and keeps off Satan; beg that I may hold 
out. £ am now a good way homeward, but quite fpent. 
4 am now near the -fhore, and Jeave you toffing on the 
fea. ©, it is a good time to die in!” Being afked from 
time to time how he did; he fliil anfwered to this effect : 
* In no great pain, I praife GOD; only weary of my 
unufefel fife. If GOD hath no more fervice for me to 
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do here, I would be gladly in heaven, where I thall 
ferve him better, freed Fo fin and diftraétions. I pats 
from one death to another; yet 1 fear none. I praife 
GOD, I can live, and I dare die. If GOD hath more 
work tor me to do here, I am willing to do it, though 
my infirm body be very weary.” Being once, particu- 
larly towards the clofe of the day, afked how he did: 
«© O, (faid he) this hath been a fweet day! I have had 
fweet communion with GOD in Fefus Chrif.” Havin 
defired one to pray with him and for him, that GO 
would haften what concerned him ; he was afked whether 
pain, &%c. put him on that defire: He anfwered, * No. 
But I now do no good; and I hinder others, who might 
be better employed if I were not, Why fhould any de- 
fire to live, but to do GOD fervice? And as I now ceafe 
from that, I do not live.” On Saturday evening, he be- 
gan to fet himfelf to die, forbidding any more cordials to 
be given him, whatever extremity he might bein, Tak 
ing his fon by the hand, he faid, ‘* Pray with me: It is 
the laft time ‘probably, that I thall ever join with you,” 
His fon anfwered, ‘ There remains a reft.’ To whom he 
replied, <* My fabbath is not far off, and your's is at 
hand. Ere that, I fhal! be rid of all my trouble; and 
you will be eated of me.” He then gave his fon (the 
only child then with him) his dying blefling ; enjoining 
‘him, when he had an opportunity, to inform the people 
where he had lived the longeft «¢ That he lived and 
dyed in the faith which he had preached and printed ; 
the comfort of which he now found.” He would have 
added fomething more, but his diforders prevented him ; 
He was only able to defire, that the eighth chapter of the 
epiftle to the Romans might be read to him. During 
which the Lord was very gracious, and better to hing. 
than his own fears, and thofe of his relations and twa 
clergymen, who, apprehending his death would be very 
painful, had prayed that the Lord would make his depar- 
ture ealy. His breathing became foft and eafy, and con- 
tinued till his eyes, which were lifted up to heaven, 
clofed of themfelvess and his foul, without the leaft mo- 
fion or refiftance of the body, entered into everlafting 
reft, early on Sunday morning, the twelfth of December 
1658, in the eightieth year of his age. 
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PROVOST or TRINITY-COLLEGE, DUBLIN. 


HIS gracious Perfon was born in the year of our 
Lord 1603, at Bulfal, in the wood-land part of 
Warwickfoire, about feven miles from the city of Cavea- 
try, of religious parents *. About the twelfth year of his 
age it pleafed GOD, by the minifiry of one Mr. Slader, 
then preacher at the chapel of Kxsie/, near unto Baijal, 
(the Doétor’s father having a great hand in bringing him 
thither) to awaken his conicience, and to make him fe- 
rious about the things that concerned his evcrlalting falva- 
tion, as alto to ftir up in him earneft defires of doing good 
to the fouls of others. His father feat him co the tree- 
{choo] in Coventry, where, through his extraordinary di- 
figence and induftry, he made fo good a progrefs in learn- 
ing, that though, at near tourteen years of age, he un: 
derftood nothing or very little of the firft nidiments of 
grammar, yet within a few years he became fit for the 
univerfity, and accordingly he was fent to Cambridge, 
and had for fome time the famous Dr. Prefion for his tue 
tor. At the feet of this Gamalicl, thofe natural and gra~ 
¢ious abilities, which he brought along with him, were 
much improved: And partly by the help and directions 
of fo excellent a guide, and partly by GOD's blefling 
upon his unwearied labors, he attained to a great measure 
of knowledge, both in the tongues and in divinity. 
‘When he had commenced matter of arts, being as yet 
unwilling to enter upon that great work of the miniftry, 
he left Cambridge, and went to Beffor in Lincalifbirey 
where he lived under the miniftry of the learned Mr. 
Fobn Cotton; out of whofe family, after fome time, he 
married Mrs. dun Beeffon, 2 gentlewoman of a good ex- 
traétion, and one that had a confiderable portion, the 
match being of Mr. Cortox’s contrivance. 
After his marriage, and fome continuance with his 
wife, in Mr. Cotton's family, he fel! into a very violent 


* Chrifopher Winter (father of our Dr. Winter) was barn in Ox- 
ferifeire, which {aid Thomas had ninetecn fons and feven daughter 
‘Many of the fons were Sifperfed into fevecal counties, and the faid 
Glriflopber was Seated in Balfal in Warawickfire, ae 
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fever, which, in the judgement of his phyficians, was 
defperate, and ieft Hs hopes of his Peover 3 His 
wife being much affected and affliéted, he would often 
comfort her, telling her that he was perfuaded, he fhould 
not die at this time. And accordingly he recovered, 
and then refolved to apply himfelf to the work of the 
miniftry : And being more ambitious to do GOD and 
his church fervice, than to advance himfelf in the world, 
he removed from Bo/for to a {mall living near Nottingham, 
called Woodborrow, where, by his painful and powerful 
preaching (many out of the neighboring towns flocking 
tohis miniftry, as the doves to their windows) the feeds of 
grace, through GOD’ bleffing, were fown in the hearts of 
many, This place he always highly efleemed, and would 
oftencallit, ¢ His firft born.” From Wosdborrow he was 
removed to York, and in that great and populous city, 
he continued a le@turer for fome time; and as there 
he had great opportunities for fervice, fo had he great 
fuccefs ; receiving a manifeft feal to his minifiry, in the 
converfion, and confirmation of many: But the civil 
‘wars coming on abont that time, he could not ftay long 
at York: Yet, though the door was fhut up againft him in 
that place, another large and effectual door was opened 
for him elfewhere. For Cottingham, a great town within 
three miles of Hull, being then destitute of a paftor, 
thither he was, by amore than ordinary Providence, 
brought; and in that place, for about the {pace of eight 
years he continued to be a burning and fhining light, as 
it was faid of ‘Yobn the baptift, burning in his zeal and 
dorine, and fhining in his life and holy converfation, 

. He was exceedingly active and induftrious for GOD; 
he thought no pains too great whereby the peoples fouls 
snight be edified. He preached to them in public twice 
every Lord’s-day: He expounded the chapters which he 
ead, and catechized the youth. In the evening he re~ 

ted his fermons to his own family, many of the neigh- 
ors alfo reforting to him. On the week-days he took 
eccafion to go from houfe to houfe, infiruéting the igno~ 
rant, and endeavoring to build up his parifhioners in 
their moft holy faith. Scarce any part of a minifter’s 
duty has been mare bleffed of GOD, .and more comfort- 
able to himfelf, than the ferious and private vifitation of 
his people, by which he may come to the knowledge of 
their particular fituations, and accordingly be enabled to 
apply thofe fuitable inftrudtions, which, in his public 
sniniftry, for want of this particular knowledge, it is 
. perhaps. 
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Perhaps impoflible for him to dos. ‘The performance of 
this duty has alfo been the means of removing many pre- 
judices and obviating many objetions : Avd all this may 
and has been done, without demeaning the tacred charac~ 
ter, which can only be hurt by idie and impertinent dif= 
courfes, the offspring of complimentary and fuhiona- 
ble vifits. And GOD was pleafed to to blefs his labors, 
that he became infiramental to the converfion and con- 
firmation of many, who attained (partly by his public 
miniftry, and partly by his private pains) a great mea+ 
fure of grace and gifts; fo that they made confcience of 
the ftrict obfervation of the Lerd’s-dey, of clufet and 
family duties, and other (piritual fervices required by 
GOD as fruits of their faith, 

So meek and affable he was in his carriage towards all 
men, that his company was pleafing and delightful, even 
to many of thofe who had no relifh of his doétrine. Ar 
Cottingham he buried his Joving, and dearly beloved wite, 
who lett him five fons: Which lofs was yet (through 
GOMN"s providence) abundantly repaired in his fecond 
marriage, about three years after with Mrs. Evizabeth 
Feaver, the daughter of Chriffopher IF eaver, Efq; and the 
proved excellently qualified for the good and comfort, 
both of him and hie children ; and GOD was pleated fo 
to blefs her prudent management of his outwird ufhiirs, 
that, when he dyed, he left a plentiful eftate to his chil- 
dren, hefides all thofe aéts of more than ordinary bounty, 
by which both in his life, and at the time of his death, 
he teftified his faith. 1n the year 1650, the powers that 
were then in being, refolved to fend over four commif- 
fioners into Jreland, for the fettlement of that diftraéted 
and almoft rained kingdom, and judging it neceffiry to 
fend along with them a godly, able and orthodox divine, 
they ordered that Mr. Winter fhould attend thefe com- 
miffioners thither : Which order of theirs being feut to 
him to Cottingham, where he then lived, he looked upon 
it as a clear call from GOD. Yet for his better fatistac- 
tion, he advifed with his friends, and begged diretion 
from GOD in a bufinels of fo weighty concernment 3 
after which he chearfully embraced this call, hoping that 
GOD would bring fome glory to his own name, by the 
labors of him, his unworthy fervant, in that kingdom. 
And fo, not confulting with flefh and Wood, which 
might have fuggefted to him that it would be an unad~- 
vited a€t, and difadvantageous to him, to part with fo 
tradlable and Joying a people, and with fo good a eee 
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{it being above four hundred pounds a year) and ta caft 
himfelf upon ftrangers, neither knowing, nor capitular- 
ing with them what his falary thould be, for the mainte- 
nance of himfelf and family. And fo, refigning up his 
living, he prepared for his journey. At his coming over 
into /reland, the commiffioners allowed him but one hun- 
dred pounds for the firit year, which yet he chearfully 
accepted, though it did not defray the charges of their 
trantportation, with fuch neceffaries as he provided for 
the accommodation of himfelf and family : Much lefs did 
it repair the Jofles which he fuftained Shortly after his 
Tanding, when the Jri/h army took from him feveral 
horfes’ of good value, which he carried over with him. 
In this his firft year, he attended the commiffioners in 
feveral journies which they made into the four provinces 
of Frelind, was their houfhold chaplain, performed fa- 
mily duties, and preached in public every Lord’s-day, 
wherefcever they came, And in the city of Dublin 
(where they continued the greateit part of their time) he 
preached fometimes twice every Lord’s-day in Chrif- 
church, before the commiffioners, the lord mayor and 
aldermen of that city, many gentlemen and others re- 
forting to his miniitry. 

Not Jong after, fome other minifters coming thither 
from Englind, the commiflioners (for the eafe of Mr. 
Winter,) wied to requeft one or other of them to preach 
in the morning, reterving Mr. Winter_for the after- 
noon, at which time was the greateft auditory : But he, 
not being willing to be out of employment, fet up 4 
Jeéture, which he preached every Sunday morning at feven 
o'clock, in the church of St. Nicholas, within the faid 
city: And this leéture was frequented by the commif- 
fioners, city magiftrates, and many others, fo that he 
had a very full congregation ; and to encourage poor peo- 
ple to come to church, he caufed fome white loaves to 
be diftributed among them always when the fermon was 
ended. About this time, the commiffioners, finding 
that Trinity-colicge, by Dublin, through the iniquity of 
the times, and diftraétions of the kingdom, was Tet dot. 
titute by the fellows and ftudents, and thereby brought 
almoft to ruin, they thought it their duty, for the ad- 
vancement of religion and Jearning, to endeavor its re- 
pair: And for that end they appointed Mr. inter to be 
the provoit, or matter of it, and where (after a time) he 
commenced doétor in divinity, having, with fingular ap- 
plaufe and approbation, performed all the requifite at 
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and exercifes. He alfo, out of his zeal and care to pro- 
mote fo pious a work, in a fhort time encouraged, and 
procured the return of fevcral teHows and itudents ¢o the 
College, as alto the coming over from England of feveral 
hopeful young {cholars, whereby the college was tad- 
denly replenifhed with many religious and hopeful young 
men: And by the great pains which he took with them, 
inftruéting them toth in Inman and divine learning, 
preaching, and expounding the tacied feriptures to them, 
and often praying with them, both in the college chapel, 
and fometimes in his own lodgings; he gave as great 
hopes of the flourifhing of that feminary in learning and 
piety, as any college in chriftendom. ‘And they, to re= 
taliate his care and pa him an honorable reiti- 
monial under the college Seal. 

Whiltt Dr. inter continued provoft of that college, 
he had oceafion to go to a place called A/nouth, a popu- 
Tous town about ten miles from Dublin; where (accord- 
ing to his cuftom in woft places where he came) he 
preached, and found the people very attentive to his mi- 
niftry, and defirous to be inflruded in the way to heaven: 
Whereupon, at the earneil requeft, both of the minitler 
and many others of the inhabitants, he rode over to them 
every three weeks, and preached, which he continued for 
fome years, and GOD) was plealed to bets his lahors for 
the converfion of many Lnz/fh and fri/h who flocked to 
hear him. When he quitted that univerfity and king- 
dom, he came away to bis great outward prejudice, the 
college being indebted to him in a confiderable tum of 
moncy, which he had difburfed for the ui¢ thereof, fome 
part of which, after his deceafe, they paid to his fon. 
After his return into England, he, with his wife, to~ 
joufned with fome friends, fometimes in and about //¢f2- 
Chefler 3 Sometines at Co y3 and other times with his 
wite’s relations in Hersford/hive and Rurlandfhire. Ln all 
which places he becaine (through GOD'S bleffing) un 
inflrument of much goud, not only in the families with 
whom he abode, hut alfo to feveral neighbors with whom 
he converfed. Vhus we hav bricf account of the 
moft confiderable ps of this dottor’s life; we are 
ene, wherein we fall find that 
faying made good; Mia quatis, finis talis: His holy and 
humble life, being concluded with a comfortable and glo~ 
rious death, His fun did not fet ina cloud, but fhone 
out with a more bright and glorious lustre than is ordi« 
giarily teen, dt was Lis work and bulincts to glorif 
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GOD in his life; and GOD did highly honor him at his 
death; as will appear by what follows. Whilft he was 
in Rutland/bire, on Tuefday, Ofcber the thirteenth, in 
the year 1666, he rode to a neighboring town to aft in 
carrying on a day of humiliation; wherein, having 
wreavied his body and fpent his fpirits, he was obliged to 
defer his return fome till the next day: On the Lerd's+ 
day following he preached twice for the inftrudtion of the 
family with which he then abode, and at his going to 
hed he found himfelf not well. On Afonday he con- 
tinued ill, yet arofe, came down, and performed family 
duties. At dinner he could eat but little, arid at night 
went ill to bed, yet flept pretty well, only in both thofa 
nights, he complained of a pain on his right fide, and he 
had frequent provocations to vomit, but without effect, 
Oft he found himfelf cold, yet when he came a little to 
the fire, he was too hot in his own fenfe: Infomuch that 
his friends about him judged it would turn to an agne. 
Wednefday and Tou fay his diftemper continued: And on 
Friday, finding himfelf to grow weaker, he defired that 
his will might be fairly engroffed, which lay by him 
under his own hand writing; and withal, he Tabered to 
perfuade his wife to be content to part with him, faying, 
«¢ That it would not be long before they fhould meet a- 

ain:” And then he put up earneft prayers to GOD 
for her, and fome other of his relations. 

Upon Friday he fat up all the day, bue ftill continued 
under his bodily diftempers, and finding his flrength to 
decay, he would often repeat that of the pfalmift, The 
zeal of thy haufe bath caten me up. On Saturday he fealed 
and publifhed his will; all the day complaining of the 
cramp that was in his Jeft leg. In the evening he went 
to bed, and, to the apprehenfion of thofe about him, 
fiept well that night. About fix o’clock on the Sunday 
morning, he raifed hiinfelf up in his bed, and with a 
chewrful and loud voice called to his wife, who lay in a 
Led by him, faying, ‘¢ Sweetheart, Lhave been this night 
converfing with {pirits:” And as in a rapture, he cried 
ont. ‘© the glories that are prepared for the faints of 
GOD. The Lord hath been pleafed to fhew me this 
night the exceeding weight of glory which is Jaid up in 
heaven for his chofen.” Adding farther, that he had 
fludied, and thought that he knew as much what the 
glory of heaven was, as any other man: But he now faw, 
that all the divines on earth were but children in the 
ledge of that great myftery of heavenly glory,- 
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which the Lord had that night given him a clearer fight 
of, than ever formerly he had: That it war tuch a myf- 
tery as could not ke comprehended by the wit of mans 
with many other fuch like expreffions, having his foul fo 
wonderfully elevzted, that he could not declare what he 
found, and felt tues:in. “Then he defired that his rela- 
tions and the reft of the family might be called up, that 
fo he might make known unto them chat immenfe weight 
of glory, which that night had been difcovered to him. 
When they were affembled, he did with vehemency and 
intenfene(s of {pirit, endeavor to difcover the fame to 
them in expreffions as aforefuid : But he was fo fwallowed 
up in the contemplations thereof, that he could not utter 
what he defired: And fo he continued all that day, and 
even till he dyed, in very high raptures and great accla~ 
mations, by way of thanktulnefs unto GOD for the 
Lord Fefis Cif, the fountain of that glory, and for 
thofe evident difcoveries of the fame unto him. Towards 
the evening of that Lerd’s-day, an honorable perfon, to- 
gether with his lady and fome other friends, came to 
vifit him, with whom he ditcourfed about heaven and the 
things of GOD, as underftandingly, fervently, and flu- 
ently, as if he had enjoyed his beit health; his under- 
Randing and memory continuing as ftrong and vigorous as 
ever; in his difcourfe quoting feveral places of {cripture, 
citing the very chapter, verfe, and words of the texts, 
and explaining the meaning from the Hebrew and Greek 
originals, 

‘After this difcourfe, which continued about the fpace 
of two hours, finding himfelf weary, he betook himfelf 
to bed, all the company withdrawing into another cham- 
ber. After an hour’s repote, he deGired that the faid ho- 
norable perfon with his lady, and other friends, might 
he called in again, that he might fpeak fomething more 
to them; and when they, with the reft of the Smit > 
were come into his chamher, he told them, that he 
thought he had but a fhort time to live; that he was go- 
ing to Fefus Chrijt, with him to enjoy the fulnefs of joy, 
and thofe rivers of pleafure, which GOD had lately dif- 
covered to him, and which he had jaid up in heaven for 
fuch as Jove him and keep his commandments. “ O! 
(faid he) if you had but a thorough fight thereof, it 
would make you all to love Fefus Chriff_and holinefs, 
which is the only way prefcribed by GOD to attain to 
this happinefs.” “And then he went on to magnify the 
riches of free grace, through which alone the faints come 
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to enjoy that exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 
which neither eye hath feen, nor ear heard, nor can en- 
ter into the heart of man to conceive. He exhorted them 
not to trouble themtelves fo much in laboring to get affu- 
rance of falvation, as to examine themfelves carefully and 
diligently, whether they were in the way of fanétifica- 
tion: And, for this end, he commended two things for 
their ferious meditations, about which, he advifed them 
daily to alk their fouls thefe two queftions : What am 1? 
sind, Where am I ?----What am 1? Am I a new ercature # 
Am I born again ? If fo, then new thoughts, new words, 
new company, and a new converfation will appear. Old 
thoughts, words, and a@ions, will be done away. Se~ 
condly, Where am 1? Am I in that narrow way that 
Jeads ‘to life eternal; or in that broad way that leads to 
death and damnation? He told them, that if any there 
prefent continued in the broad way, it had been better 
that they had never been born, ¢* And (faid he) if you 
will make this your continual meditation, you cannot 
mifearry: And if you find yourfelf to be in the narrow 
way, the way of fanétification, Jet GOD alone with the 
teit, to give you an affurance of your future happinefs, 
which he will do in his own time. 

He farther declared to them, that as, by all his preach~ 
ing through the whole courfe of his miniitry, he had dif- 
¢overed und publifhed this way of holinefs, through Chri? 
to be the only way to heaven; fo could he now at his 
death fet forth no other way: And that, if he were now 
again to begin his miniftry, he could hold forth no other 
way to attain unto glory. And fo, with much earneft- 
nefs of fpirit, looking up towards heaven, he begged of 
(30D) that the words of a dying man might make a deep 
impreflion upon the hearts of his hearers: And that, a3. 
GOD had made him an inftrument of converting many 
fouls unto him in his life, fo he would blefs what he had. 
now fpoken, that fome one foul might be brought to 
Seyus Chri, by this his lat fermon. “Then he proceeded 
fo further heavenly difcourfes and inftru@tions, quoting 
fevera] texts of Scripture for the proof of what he fpake, 
naming the chapters, verfes, and words of the texts, 
qwhich he opened, and explained out of the originals, with 
fuch acutenefs and ftrength of words, with fach zeal and 
fervency of fpirit as was admirable ; fo that he drew tears 
from the eyes of all that were prefent, whether young or 
. And left any there prefent fhould think, that his 
rflanding and memory were grown weak, or that he 
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was overcome through the abundance of divine commu- 
nion which he had the night before; to let them know 
that he had fpoken to them the words of truth and tober 
nels, and that with a perfe& anderitanding of what he 
fpake, he made this tive fallewing, THe told chem 
the manner of his edw in religion from his childhood, 
and of the vanity which attended his youthful days: And 
where and how GOD did appeat to him for bis conver 
fion ar twelve years of his age, and of the perfuafion he 
had, that he fhouid be an inffrument of converting many 
fouls to GOD: As alfo of his proficiency in Jearning 
from that very tine. 

He facther declared (with tears trickling down his 
cheeks) that he had many and many 2 time, in private, 
before he went to preach, put GO) in mind of that holy 
impreffion made early upon his mind, and earncllly be- 
fought him to make good his promife, by giving ‘blet- 
ding to that word of his, which he was then going to de- 
liver, that fome glory might redonnd to his holy nue 
thereby: To which his prayers, GO!) had often been 
pleafed to give a gracious anfwer, and to Jet him know 
it, by the converfion of fomc, by thofe fermons. One 
of his relations thea prefent, tearing that his {pirits would 
‘be weakened and fpent by his continued difcourfe, defired 
him to repofe himtelf for a while : To whom he repticd, 
with much earneftnefs and ftrength of voice: ‘ No, 
were I fare that this fhould be an Jatt night (as indeed it 
proved) and the aft feemon that | fhould preach, [ would 
continue it two hours longer 2” Adding, that he was not 
afraid of death: And turning his head backward, he faid, 
“ Death is a coward: He comes behind me; he dares 
not look me in the face.” And farther he faid: “ “Phe 
devil hath often affaulted me in my life time: Bur GOD 
ftood hy me, and gave me itrength to refilt him, fo that 
he could never hurt me.” 

AAl that day following ‘he lay in heavenly contempla- 
tion and raptures, offen breaking forth in praifes unto 
GOW for Fefus Chrift: His wite told him that fome 
friends prefent hoped that he might yet Jive : To which 
he anfwered, ‘* Can 2 dead man live? Will GOD work 
miracles ?” Shortly after he faid, * GOD is doing great 
things in the world :” And be much bewailed the fad con- 
dition of the church of Cbrif, &c. Jn the afternoon, 
finding death to approach, he often cried out, ‘¢O the 
power of death ” Not that he feared it; for it fhronk 
from him: But he found fuch a power in death, as none 
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could know but thofe that were under ir, He wifhed, 
that his fons had been prefent, that they might fee whut 
the power of death was, and har it was to dic. He de- 
fired alfo that fome neighbour: * the town might be cal~- 
Jed in, that he might preach h:s laft fermon to them. 
‘And indecd, to this ver+ time, his fpirits, fpeech, and 
memory, continued very active and ftrong, About four 
o'clock in the afternoon, hi. wiie, and his wife's brother 
and fifter, ftanding by his bedfuie, afked him how he did ? 
He anfwered: ‘ Very vweak:’ Adding, That he was 
going to ‘Fefus Chri: i 4 t.-m not be afraid of death; 
with which words he put >.::h his hand, and faid, “ Bro-~ 
ther, fifter, take death by ¢« hand: Re not afraid; death 
is a coward: ile flies from m..” They found that his 
hands were cold and clammy, whereby they percewed 
that he grew near to his enu, sand i:imielf, not long af- 
ter, feeling that the diffolution of this earthly tabernacle 
‘was now approaching, Ii *ing up his eyes towards heaven, 
cried out, ** Come, Lord is 2” And prefently, with a 
fmiling countenance, he added: ‘* Art thou come?” And 
fo he breathed out his laft, on December the 2gth, 1666, in 
‘the fixty-third year of his age. 

Some particulars out of a letter fent by Mr. F. Weaver 
to the Dodtor’s fifter Parry, and other relations in War- 
wickfhire, are fabjoined in the note below. His fecond 
wife was this Mr, /Veaver’s filter*, 



























* Dr. Winter kept his chamber but onc week, his bed but one day; 
his difeate the phyficiaus could not well underitand, not being very 
fick : His underftanding and memory he retained to the Iatt. On hie 
dcath-bed he faid he thought he knew as much of the eftate of glory 
as another, yet he now faw that all the minifters in the world were but 
children in that gloriousmyitary, When he took his bed on the Lord's 
day (from which he never role} he defired to fpeak fome words to thofe 
about him, being, as he faid, “ tae words of a dying man.” In which 
he went on with that Arength of memory, underftanding, and voice, as 
if he had been in a pulpit, throwing his hands out of bed : He quoted 
many placet of friprar, “the book, chapter, vere, and the exprefs 
words fo exadtly, as made all wonder. ‘The room was filled with tears 
to fee fuch a faint in heaven while on earth. He was defired to compofe 
himfelf. “ No, (faith he) were I fure this would be my Jatt night, I 
would preach thefe two hous.” The next day he grew weaker in body, 
but fronger in fpirit, being much in heavenly raptures, admiring free 
grace, which had prepared fuch 2 weight of glory for inners. He 
withed all the town were there that he might preach to them his Jaft fere 
mon. He died on Chriftmas-eve, and was buried at South la Henbam, 
{as he defired) in Rutlan.iftirc. 
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JOHN WILKINS, DD, 
BISHOP or CHESTER, 


HIS learned and ingenious Prelate was fon of Mr. 
Walter Wilkins, citizen and goldtinith of Ovfirdy 
and was born in the year 1614, at Furufey, near Ducentrs, 
in Northampton/fhire, in the houte of thé re Land we ll 
known Mr. he Ded, he being his itather by 
mother’s fide. He was taught his Zatix and Greek by Ed- 
ward Sylvefier, a noted grecian, who kept a private tchool 
in the parith of 4-Saints in Oxford: His proficiency was 
fuch, that at thirteen years of iige he entered a dludent at 
New-Inn, in Eafier-term, 1627. He made no long ilay 
there, but was removed to Afagdalen-Hall, under the t= 
ition of Mr. John Tombes, and there he took his degree 
in arts. He afterwards entered into orders, and firdt 
chaplain to //7/iam Jord Say, and then to Charies count 
Palatine of the Rhine, and prince elector of ve Empire, 
with whom he continued fome time. ‘To this Jail Pacron 
his {kill in the mathematics was a very great recommen 
dation. Upon the breaking out of the civil war, he 
joined with the parliament, and took the folemn Jeague 
and covenant. He was afterwards made warden of sud 
ham-college by the committee of parliament appoinced far 
forming the univertity ; i ed bachelor in 
nity, Aprif 12, 1648, he was the dav following put 
into poffeffion of his wardenthip. Next year he was cre- 
ated doctor in divinity, and about that time took the Kae 
gagement then enjoined by the powers in being. It is 
proper in this place to fay, that though he took the cove- 
nant, yet (as Dr. Lvoyd affures us in his funeral fermony 
in the very height of Cromwell’s powcr, he exprefled his 
affection to the old conititution, and protected many by 
the influence he bad obtaived, and which he employed 
principally for fuch purnotes. 

In 1656, he married Robina, the widow of Peter French 
formerly canon of Chrifi-church, filter to Oliver, then 
Jord prote&or. In 1659, he was, by Ricturd the pro- 
tector, made matter of Trini in Cambridge, the 
heft preferment in that univerfity, ~ After K. Chat ies the 
Hd’s reitoration, he was ejected from thence, and becaine 

preacher 

















































398 WILKIN#? 


preacher to the honorable fociety of Gray’s-Jin, and rece 
tor of St. Lawrence-Fury, Londen, in the room of Dr. 
Scth Ward, who was promoted to the bifhopric of Excter. 
About this time he became a member of the royal fociety, 
was chofen one of their council, and proved one of their 
mofl eminent members and chief benefactors. Soon af- 
ter this, hé was made dean of Rippon and, by the in- 
tereft of the duke of Buckingham, he was created bifhop 
of Chefter, and confecrated in the chapel of Efy-boufe, in 
Holicurn, the 15th of November, 1668, by Dr. Cofn, 
bithop of Durbans Dr. Laney, bithop of bis and Dr. 
Pard, vidbop of Salifbury; on which occafion Dr. Til 
in, afterwards archbifhop of Canterbury, who bad 
his daughter-in Jaw, preached the fermon. The 
fricndfhip, which fubfifled between our Author and Dr, 
Tilloifon, is a proof of their mutual modcration; as it is 
evident, there was no fmall difference in their theological 
principles. Tillotfon was thought (how juftly we will 
not determine) to be veering towards Socinianifm ; where- 
as Hilkins was in doétrine a frit and profeffed Cal- 
vinijt. We need quote no more to prove this, than what 
has been already quoted by Dr. Edwards in his Veritas 
Redux, po 553.“ God might (fays Dr. Wilkins) have 
dcfigned us for vefluls of wrath; and then we had been 
eternally undone, without all poffible remedy. ‘There 
was nothing to move him in us, when we Jay all together 
in the general heap of mankind. It was his own free 
grace and bounty, that made him to take delight in us, to 
chufe us from the reft, and to fever us from thofe many 
thoulands in the world who fhall perifh everlaftingly.” 
Gift of Prayer. c. 28. In his Erciffafles, feGtion 3, he 
commends to a preacher, for his bet authors, Calvin, Si 
nius, P. Martyr, Mujeulus. Pareus, Pifeator, Rivet, Zan- 
chius, &c, as “ moit eminent for their orthodox found 
judgement.”—A juft teftimony of their ineftimable worth! 
He was a perfon of great natural endowments, and by 
his indefatigable fiudy attained to an univerfal infight into 
ally or at leaflmoft parts of, ufefal learning. Ele was a 
Great mathematician, and very much advanced the ftudy 
wf aftronomy, both while he was warden of Wadbam-col- 
dege in Oxford, and at London, when he was a member of 
the royal fociety. He was as well fkilled in mechanics 
and experimental philofophy, as any man in his time, 
and was a great promoter of them. his is ¥a0d"s cha- 
raéter of him in thes. Oxon. In divinity, which was his 
auain bufnefs, he excelled, and was a yery able critic; 
his 
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his talent of preaching was admirable, and more faited 
to profit chan to plea e kis hearers; he affected an apt and 
plain way of speech, and exprefied his conceptions in a 
natural ftyle. In his writings he was judicious and plain, 
and valued not c'rcumiftanees fo much as the fubliance. 
This appeared evident in whatever fabjeét he undertook, 
which he always made caficr for taote that came after 
him. He treated fometimes on matters that did not pro- 
perly belong to his proteffion ; bur always with a defi 
to make men wiler and better; which was his chief end 
in promoting univerfal knowledge, and one of the main 
realons for his entering into the royal loviety. His vir- 
tues and graces were very uncommon, at lealt as to that 
degree of them to which he attained : His prudence was. 
very remarkable, and feldom failed him; but he was fa 
open-hearted and fincere himfelt, that he ready (ex= 
cept he knew fome cauie to the contrary) to think other 
men to be fo too; hy which he was fometimes impofed on. 
His greatnefs of mind was evident to all chat knew any 
thing of him, nor was the depth of his judgement lols 
difcernable. He never was eager in purfint of dignities 5 
but was advanced to them by his worth, He contemned 
riches as much as others admired them ; and {pent his 
ecclefiaftical revenues in the fervice of the chirch trom 
which he received them ; and being fecured ayainit want, 
hie would often fay, ‘That he would be no richer? 
And his condud& made it evident that he was as pood as 
his word. He was a ftranger to revenge, and yer not 
infenfible of perfonal injuries, efpecially fuch as retleéted 
on his good name, if they proceeded trom fuch as had a 
good reputation of their own. ‘The reproaches of others 
he defpifed; but frequently withed he had beeu better 
underiiood by the former. He bore it, however, pa- 
tiently, as his misfortune; never requited them with the 
fike meafure; but always mentioned them with refpect, 
and lad hold on all opportunities te oblige and do them 
good. His converfati dle and pleafant s and 
his difeourfe was commonly of uictul things ii 
eecafioning troubie or w in thofe thar converted 
with him, He cultivate moft neceffary (hut 1600 
much negleéted) part of fricndihip, to give’ teafonable 
teproof, and wholetome advice, upon oceation. ‘Chis 
fie did with a great deal of freeiom; but with fo much 
imnefs and prudence, that it feldom gave oifnce, 
He was particularly careful of the vepurstion of his 
and would iuiter no blot te lye upon the good 
dade 
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name or memory of any of them, if he could help it. 
‘Thofe of his enemies, who were ftrangers to moderation 
ahemfelves, made that virtue in which he excelled, the 
chief fubject of their reproaches, as if he had been a per- 
Jon of unfteady principles, and not fixed in matters of 
religion. "This drew fevere cenfures upon him from arch- 
Bithop Sheldon, bifhop Fell, and archbifhop Dolben, &ca 
without confidering that he could not but have a great deal 
of charity for diffenters, by reafon of his education under 
Mr. Jobs Dad, his grandfather, a truly pious and learned 
man * ; who diffented in many things from the charch of 
England, long before the feparation which afterwards fol- 
Towed upon archbifhop Laxd’s feverities and new impofi- 
tions.. And as his grandfather never approved of the ex~ 
tremities on the other fide, but continued loyal to the 
laft, and advifed others to continue in their allegiance 5 
in like manner Dr. Wilkins, (though he had clearnefs 
when the government was diffolved, to fubmit to the 
powers then in being, by which he procured an intereft 
and a fhare in the government of both univerfities ;) was 
always a friend to thofe who were loyal, and continued 
well affected to the church of England, and protected fe- 
veral of them by the intereft he had in the then govern- 
ment. After the Reftoration, he conformed himfelf to 
the church of England, and ftood up for her government 
and liturgy; but difliked vehemence in little and unne~ 
ceflary things, and freely cenfured it as fanatacifin on 
both iides, Having thus conformed to the church him- 
telf, he was very willing to bring over others: In which 
he was not without fuccefs, efpecially in bis own diocefe ; 
where the extremes on both fides were as remarkable, as 
in moft parts of the nation, Being a perfon of extentive 
charadter himfelf, he was for an indulgence and a compre- 
henfion, in order to have brought our divifions in matters 
of religion to a conclufion ; which drew upon him the ha- 
tred and obloquy of thofe who were for contrary meafures. 
Jt is the fate of moderate men to be hated by the bigots 
of all parties, 

His indefatigable pains in ftudy brought a fappreffion 
of urine (not the ftone) upon him, which proved incura- 
blu. He had for many days a profpeét of death; which 
he viewed in its approaches, and gradual advances upon 
him. And a few days before his diffolution, he fre- 
quently faid, ‘¢ That he found a fentence of death within 
shjmelf.” Byt, in the height of his pain and apprehen- 

* Seg Vol. IL. peryr. 
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fions of death, he fhewed no difmay or furprize, nor 
was ever heard to utter a word unbecoming a wiie man, 
ora truechriftian. And thus he concluded his days with 
conftancy.of mind, contempt of the world, and chcarful 
hopes of a bleffed eternity, through faith in our Lord 
‘Fefies Corp He died in the houfe of his friend Dr. Til- 
totfon, in Chancery-lane, London, on the nineteenth of No~ 
vember, 1672, and was buried on the twelfth of December 
following, under the North wall of the chancel of the 
church of St. Lawrence Fury, where he had formerly 
been mivifter, His funeral fermon was preached by Dry 
William Lleyd, then dean of Bangor, (afterwards bifhop 
of Worcefler), at Guildball-chapel its Londons by which fer 
mon thofe who are curious may be fatisfied, that every 
part of the charaéter here given him may be juftified to 
advantage. 

His Works. I, ¢ The Difcovery of a New World; 
or, a Difcourfe tending to prove, That (it is probable) 
there may be another Habitable World in the Moon. 
Printed at London, in 4te, 1638, and had four editions, 
the laft in 1684. II. A Difcourfe concerning the Pofi- 
bility of a Paflage to the World in the Moon. Printed 
with the Difcovery. III]. A Difcourfe concerning a 
New-Planet; tending to prove, That (it is probable) 
our Earth is one of the Planets. London, 1640, in 8v0*, 
IV. Mercury; or, The Secret Meflenger: Shewing 
how a Man may, with Privacy and Speed, communicate 
his Thoughts to his Friend at any Diftance, London, 
16414. e. Mathematical Magic; or, The Wonders 
that may be performed by Mechanical Geometry : In two. 
books. Printed at London, in 1648, and 1680, in 80.” 
‘The above five are printed in an odfave volume, entitled, 
*¢ The Mathematical and Philofophical Works of the 
right reverend John Wilkins, late lord bifhop of Cheffer, 
éc. The fifth impreffion, London, 1707.” VI. Eccle- 
fiaftes ; or, A Difcourfe of the Gift of Preaching, as it 
falls under the Rules of Art}. London, 1646, 47, 51) 

53, and 

* ‘The Author's name is put to none of thefe threes but they were fo 
well known to be his, that Langrenus, in the map of the moon, (dedi 
cated to the king of Spaix) calls one of the (pots of his ¢ Selenogra- 
phic Map’ after his name. 


ft The publication of this was occafioncd by the writing of a Title 
thing called, ‘ Nuxtius Inanimatur, by Francis Goodwin, 


4. Phere is a remarkable paffage in this treatife, which the Authors 
of the Biograpbia Britannica have copied, and which merits the attcn- 
Vou, IE. Fre tien, 
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3, and 75. in 8v0, VII. A Difcourfe concerning the 

eauty of Providence, in all the rugged paffages of it, 
London, 1649, in a twelve; and in 1677, the fifth edi- 
tion, in 8ve, VIII. A Difcourfe concerning the Gift 
of Prayer; fhewing what it is; and how far it is at- 
tainable by Induftry, &c. London, 1653 and 1674, Bue 
IX. Of the Principles and Duties of Natural Religion. 
‘Two Books, London, 1675, in 8va. Publifhed by Fobn 
Tillorfon, D. D. X. Sermons preached upon feveral'Oc- 
cafions, London, 1682, in 8v0, They are in number 
fifteen, publifhed by Dr. Zillotfon, XI. An Effay to- 
wards a Real Character, and Philofophical Language, 
London, 1668. fi ‘An Alphabetical Di@tionary: Where- 
in all Englifh Words, according to their various Signifi~ 
cations, are either referred to their Places in the Philofo- 
phical Tables, or explained by fuch Words as are in thofe 
Tables.” This is printed with the ‘* Effay.” This 
Book is mentioned in the laft place, though it be not the 
daft in order of time; becaufe the defign being extraordi- 
nary and very curious, and printed by order of the royal 
fociety, an Abftraé of it is printed at the end of his 
«¢ Mathematical and Philofophical Works.” 


tion of preachers, efpecially the young. <* As for the manner of com~ 
pofin; Emons, it wilt not be convenient for one that is a conftant 
preacher to pen all his difcourfes, or to tie himfelf unto phrafes; whea 
we have the matter and notion well digefted, the expreffions of it will 
eafily follow whereas to be confined unto particular words, befidce 
the great oppreffion of the memory, much prejudices the operations of 
the sRaerftaeding and affe&tions;; the judgement will be much weakened, 
and the affections dulied, when the memory is overmuch burthened and 
vexed, A man cannot ordinarily be fo much affeéted himfelf, and con- 
fequently he cannot fo ealily affekt others, with things that he speaks by 
xote, as when he takes fome liberty to profecute a matter according to 
bis more immediate apprebenfions of it, by which many particulars 
may be foggelted, that were not before thought of, when he doth ex- 
patiate upon any fubjeft, according to the workings of his own affec- 
ions, and the various alterations that may appear in the auditory. And 
then ‘befides this liberty will breed a wepmra, och a fitting confi- 
dence as thould be in that orator who is to have a power over the affec- 
tions of others, which fuch an one is fearce capable of, who fhall fo fer- 
vilely tie himfelf to particular words and expreffions, from which be 
dares not vary for fear of being out. Buta man cannot expett 2 good 
habit of preaching thus without much ftudy and experience. Young 
beginners fhould ufe themfelves to a more exatt and elaborate way; 
when a good ftyle and expreffion is firtt learned by penning, it will af. 
terwards be more cally retained in difcourfing, p. 202, 203. fixth edi- 
dion, ‘The ieventhyedition of this treatif, with many additions to it, 
by Dr. Fobx Moore, bihop of Norwich, and Dr. Jobu Williams, was 
printed in 1694, in $e. and there was alfo a ninth edition, sorretted 
apd much enlarged, publifiied in 1728, 809, ae 
ik 
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Sr MATTHEW HALE, Knt. 
LD, CH. JUSTICE of rue KING’s BENCH. 


HIS great Luminary of the law was horn at Alderly 

in Glouceflerfoire, on the firft of November, 1609+ 

His grandfather was Robert Hale, an eminent clothier in 
Wotton Under-edge, in that county, where he and his an- 
ceftors had lived for many defcents ; and had given lands 
for the ufe of the poor. He acquired an eftate of ten thou 
fand pounds, which he divided almoft equally among his 
five fons, befides por ions he gave his daughters. His fe- 
cond fon was Robert Yale, a barrifter of Lincon’s-inn; he 
married Foan, daught > of Matthew Poyntz, of Alderly, Efqs 
who was defcended from that noble fit of the Poyntz 
of AGon: Of this marriage there was no other iff but this 
one fon of whom we are writing. His father. was a maa 
of that. ftridtnefs of ¢ nfcience, that he gave over the 
practice of the Jaw, becaufe he could not underftand the 
teafon of giving color in pleadings, which, as he thought, 
was to tella lyes and that, with fome other things com- 
monly praétifed, feemed to him contrary to that exact- 
nefs which became a chriftian, fo that he withdrew him- 
felf from the inns of court to live on his eftate in the 
country. His charity to his poor neighbors was large 
while he lived, and when he died he left twenty pounds a 
year to the poor of Wotton, which his fon confirmed 
to them with fome addition ; and with this regulation, 
that it fhould be diftribnted among fuch poor houfe- 
keepers as did not receive alms of the parifh, He was 
foon deprived of the happinefs of his father’s care and in- 
ftruétion, for as he loft his mother before he was three 
years old, fo his father died before he was five; thus 
early was he caft on the providence of GOD. Great 
care was taken of his education by his guardian, Anthony 
King feot, of King feot, E{q; who intended him for a divine, 
and, being inclined to the way of thofe called puritans, 
mut him to fome fchools that had mafters of that fide. 
'n the feventeenth year of his age, he was fent to Mag- 
dalen-ball in Oxford, where Mr. Obadiab Sedgwick was 
his tutor. - He was an extraordinary proficient at fchoo], 
andgfor fome time at Oxford; but the flage-players com- 
ing thither, he was fo much corrupted by feeing many 
Frft2 plays, 
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plays, that he almoft wholly forfook his fludies. By 
this he not only loft much time, but found that his head 
was thereby filled with vain images of things *; and be~- 
“ing afterwards fenfible of the mifchief of this, he refolved 
upon his coming to London, never to fee a play again, to 
which he conftantly adhered. The corruption ef a young 
man’s mind, in one particular, generally draws on a great 
many more after it; fo he being now taken off from: his 
ftudies, and from the gravity of his deportment, which 
was formerly eminent in him, far beyond his years, fet 
himfelf to many vanities incident to youth, but fill pre- 
ferved his outward purity, with great probity of mind. 
He loved fine clothes, and delighted much in company : 
- And being of 2 robuft body, he was a great tmafter at all 
thofe exercifes that required much ftrength, He alfo 
earned to fence, and became fo expert that he worfted 
“many matters of thofe arts t. 

He now was fo taken with martial matters, that in- 
ftead of going on in his defign of being a fcholar or 
a divine, he refolyed to be a foldier: And his tutor, Mr. 
Obadiah Sedgwick, going into the Low Countries chaplain 
to the renowned lord Vere, he refolved to go along with 
him, and to trail_a pike in the prince of Orange's army 3 
but a happy ftop was put to this refolution, which might 
have proved fo eal to himfelf, and have deprived the age 
of the great example he gave, and the ufeful fervices he 
afterwards didhis country. He was engaged ina fuit of 
Jaw, and was forced to leave the univerfity, after he had 
been there three years, and go to London, He was re- 
commended to ferjeant Glanville for his counfellor, and 
he obferving in him a clear apprehenfion of things, and 
afolid judgement, and a great fitnefs for the ftudy of the 
law, took pains to perfuade him to forfake the thoughts 
of being a foldier, and to apply to the fiudy of the law. 


* If nothing elfe were to be objested in plays; the falfe notions of 
human life, which they are known to imprefs, form a very fafficient 
zeafon, why young perfons fhould be reftrained from them. “But when 
* thelr nonfenfe and immorality are confidered 3 nothing further needsto 
be faid about them to a truly chriftian mind, : 


+ Bihop Burnet relates, that a fencing matter told Mr. Hale he 
could teach him no more, for he was now better at the trade than he 
was. Mr. Hale looked on this as flattery, and to know the truth, pro- 
mifed this matter to give him the houfe he lived in, if be could hit him 
a blew on the head (he was his Jandlord) the fencing matter, after a 
little engagement, hit him on the head, and Mr. Hale gave him the houfe 
freely ; and was not unwilling at that rate to learn fo carly toWiftin- 
guifh fatrery from plain and fimple truth. H 
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He was prevailed on, and on the eighth of November 
229, in the twenty-firft year of his age, he was ad- 
mitted into Lincain’s-inn : And being then deeply fenfihle 
how mach time he had Joft, and that idle and vain 
things had over-run and almoft corrupted his mind, he 
refolyed to redeem the time, and followed his fludics 
With 2 diligence, which could fearce be believed, if the 
fignal effets of it did not gain credit to it}. He fludied 
for many years at the rate of fixteen hoursa day: He 
threw afide all fine clothes, and betook himfelf to a plain 
fafhion, which he contiaued to ufe in many points to his 
dying day. It is related, that paffing from the extreme 
of vanity in his apparel, to that of negleéting himfelf tao 
much, he was once taken when there was a prefs for the 
king’s fervice, asa fit perfon for it. But fome that knew 
him coming by, and giving notice who he was, the prefs- 
men let him go, and he returned to more decency in 





t Bithop Burnet relates the following hiftory to the honor of ferjeant 
Glanville, who was {o inftrumental in sechaiming Sir Marthew Hale 
from his bad courfe of Jifc.------Serjcant Glanville's father had a fair 
eftate, which he intended to fettle on the ferjeant’s elder brother, but 
he heing a vicious young man, and there appearing no hopes of his re- 
covery, he fettled it on him that was his fecond fon. Upon his death, 
his eldeft fon finding what he had before looked on as the threatenings. 
of an angry father was now but too certain, became melancholy, and 
that by degrees wrought fo great a change on him, that what his father 
could not prevail in while he lived, was now effefted by the feverity of his 
Jat will, fo that it was now toa late for him to change, in hopes of an ettate 
that was gone from him, But his brother obferving the reality of the 
change, refolved: within himfelf what to do: So he called him, with 
many of his friends together to 2 feaft, and after other difhes had been 
Served up to the dinner, he ordered one that was covered to be fet befure 
his brother, and defired him to uncover it ; which he doing, the com- 

any was furprized to find it full of writings, So he told them, that 
Re was now to do what he was fure his father would have done, if he 
had lived to fee that happy change, which they now all faw in his bro- 
ther: And therefore he Freely settored to him the whole eftate. Bur- 
net's Life, @c- p. 115 12- 
—It is obferved, that Sir, Matthew Hale, from the firft time chat the 
impreffions of religion fettled deeply in his mind, ufed great caution 

’ to conceal it---for he faid, he was afraid he fhould ar fome time or 
ether, do Some enormous thing, which if he were looked on as a very 
religious man, might caft a reproach on the profelfion of it, and give 
great advantages to impious men to blafpheme the name of GOD : But 
a'tree is known by its fruits, and he lived not only free of hicmithes, 
or fcandal, but fhimed in ali the of his converf.tion - And per- 
haps the samt ee = in of himfelf, contributed not a Hit foie 

urity of his life, for he being thereby of to be mors wrtchful 
re himfelf, and to depend ‘more on the side ie fpirit of GOD, no 
wonder if that humble temper produced thofe excellent effeits ia him. 

Barnct’s Life, Ge, p. 141, Gee : 
is 
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his drefs, but never to fuperfluity or vanity. Yet he 
did not at first break off from keeping too much company 
with fome vain perfons, till a fad accident drove him from 
it. He was invited, with other young ftudents, to be 
merry out of town, and one of the company called 
for fo much wine, that, notwithfanding all Mr. Hale 
could do to prevent it, he went on in his excefs, till he 
fell down as dead before them, fo that all that were pre~ 
fent were not a little affrighted at it, who did what they 
could to bring him to himfelf again: This particularly 
affeGted Mr. Hale, who thereupon went into another 
room, and fhutting the door fell on his knees, aud 
prayed earneftly to GOD, both for his friend, that he 
might be reftored to life again, and that himfelf might 
be forgiven, for giving fuch countenance to fo much ex- 
cefs: And he vowed to GOD, that he would never again 
keep company in that manner, nor drink a health while 
he lived: His friend recovered, and he moft religioufly 
obferved his vow to his dying day; though he was fome~ 
times roughly treated for this, which fome hot and indif- 
creet men called obftinacy *. . 
ow 


* This converfion of Mr. Hale was occafioned by another's drun- 
kennefs: Our pious Readers will not be difpleafed, if we relate a moi 
extraordinary inftance of a man's being converted by means of is ow 
This very fingulay fa@t is taken from Turner's «Remarkable Provi- 
dences ;° and its authenticity (as the Reader will fee at the conclufion 
of the (tory) cannot reafonably be doubted. 

In the early part of the lati century, one ‘old Mr. Studly was a 
lawyer in Kent, of about four hundred pounds a year. He was a great 
enemy to the power of religion, and a hater of thofe that were then 
called puritans. His fon, in his youth, feemed to follow in the fame 
fieps, till the Lord, that had (eparated him from the womb, called him 
home, which was as followeth. The young man was at Londen, and 
being drunk in fome company, and going in the night towards his 
lodging, fell into a cellar, and in the fall was feized with horror, and 
thovght he fell into hell at that time. It pleafed GOD he took little 
harm by the fall, but lay there fome hous in a drunken drow/e, his 
body being heated with what he drank, and his foul awakened, he 
thought he was agually in hell. After that he was come to him{clf, 
and was got home into Kent, he fell into melancholy, betook himfe!f 
to read and ftudy the feriptures, and to much prayer: Which at length 
his father perceived ; and fearing he would tun puritan, was troubled 
and dealt roughly with him, made him drefs his horfes, which be hum- 
bly and willingly fubmitted to. And when, at that time, bis father 

rceived be fate up late at night, reading in bis Bible, he denied him 
candle-light, but being allowed a fire in his chamber; he told Mr. 
Knight, he was wont to lye along and read by the fire-light ; and (aid, 
that while he was dreffing his father’s horfes in his frock, and in that 
time of reading by the fire, he had thofe comforts from the Zord, and 
Joys that be had fcarce experienced fince, His father fecing thefe means 

ancitec= 
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Now was an entire change wrought on him; now he 
forfook all vain company, and divided himfelf between 
the 


inneffe&tual, refolved to fend him into Frasce, that by the airinefs of 
that country his melancholy temper might be cured. He went, and 
being at his own difpofe, by the Lord's guiding him, he placed himfelf 
in the houle of a godly proteftant iter; and between them, after 
they were acquainted, (and fuch is the cognation of faving grace in di- 
vers fubjects, that a little time will ferve for chrittians to be acquainted) 
there grew great endearment. Great progrefs he made in fpeaking the 
Janguage ; and his father expe&ting an account fom the gentleman with 
whom he fojourned, of his proficiency in fpeaking French, he fent it to 
him; but foon after he had orders to return home. And the father 
direéting it, or be ingreating it, the landlord, with whom he had fo- 
journed, came into England with him, and both were made very wel- 
come at his father'shoufe, he not knowing that he was a minifter. At 
Yength the father took the French gentleman and his fon at prayers to- 
gether, and was angry, led him what was due to him, and fent him 
away. Then his father having an intereft in a perfon of honor, a great 
Jady at White-ball, and his fon by his now pail education accomphifhed 
for fuch an employ, prevailed with that lady to take his fon for her gen= 
teman, to wait upon her in her coach, He thought by a court fife to 
drive away his melancholy (as he called his fon’s ferioufnets in religion.) 
The lady had many fervanes, fome given to {wearing and rudenefiy 
whom this young gentleman would take upon him to reprove, with that 
prudence and gravity, that Gn fell down before him. And if any of 
the fervants had been ill employed, end they had heard him coming, 
they would fay, ¢ Let us ceate, or be gone, Mr. Studiy is coming.’ After 
a year's time, his father waits upon the lady, to enquire of his fon's 
carriage. She anfwered as it was, that the was glad fhe had {cen his 
fon's face, he had wrought a mighty reformation in her family. She, 
that had formerly been troubled with unruly fervants, by his prudent 
carriage, was now as quict in her houfe as if fhe had lived in a private 
family in the country. After this the father ftormed, ¢ What, will he 
mvake puritans in White-ball 2° told the lady that was no place for him, 
he would take him with him, which to her trouble he did. When he 
had him at home in Kent, as his lait refuge, he thought of marrying, 
him ; and to that end found out a match which he thought fit for his 
ends, to ftiflc that work of religion in his fon. He bade him one 
night put on his clothes in the morning, and ordered his fervants to. 
amake ready their horfes in the morning, and himfelf to wait upon them. 
‘When they were riding on the way, he bade the man ride before, and 
fpake to his fon to this purpofe. * Son, you have been matter of great 
grief to me, and having ufed much means toseclaim you from this way 
you are in, to no purpofe, I have one more remedy to apply in which 
if you comply with me I thal! fettle my eftate upon yon, elfe you thall 
never enjoy a groat of it; I am riding to fach 2 gentleman's houfe, to 
whofe daughter I intend tomarry you.’ ‘The fon faid litde, knowing 
that family to be prophane ; but went with his father, who before had 
monde way there. ‘They were entertained nobly, he had a fight of the 
young lady, a great beauty, and the young man fell much in love with 
her. When they had taken their leaves, on his way, his father aiked 
him, ¢ What he thought of her?’ He anfwered, “ No man living, but 
mult be taken with fuch a one; he feared fhe would not like him.” 
‘The father was glad it had taken, bid him take ao care for that. The 
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the duties of religion, and the ftudies of his profeffion 3 
i the former he was fo regular, that for fix and thirty 
years, 


wooing was not Jong: At three weeks end they hoth came to London to 
Buy things for the wedding. The father had charged, that in the 
tine of wooing in thar gentleman's houfe, there fhould be no fwearing 
or debauchery, leit his fon fhould be difcouraged. Wedding clothes 
‘were bought, and the day come, the young couple were married. At 

the wedding dinner, at her father's houfe, the mafk was taken off; they 
fell to drinking bealths, and fwearing among their caps ; and, among 
others, the bride fwore an oath. At which the bridegroom, as aman 
amazed, took occafion to rife from the table, ftepped forth, and went to 
the flable, took an horfe, none obferving, all were bufy within; he 
amounted, and rode away, not knowing what to do. He bewailed him~ 
#IF as he rode along, as undone, and defervedly ; for that he had beem 
iG taken tu love, pd the 'Wulieds fo hurled en do chai be fail be 
hhad at that time reftrained prayer, and flackened his communion with 
GOD, when, as in that grand affair of his life, he fhould have been 
doubly and urebly ferious ; and (o might thank himfelf, that he was ub- 
terly undone. He fometimes thought of riding quite away. At laft, 
being among the woods, he Jed his horie into a folitary place, tied hire 
to a tree, in his diftrefs, and betook himiclf to his prayers and tears, 
An which he {pent the afternoon. The providence of GOD had altered 
is argument of ‘prayer 5 which wais new for the converGon of his new 
manied wife, or he was undone. This he preffed with prayers and 
tears a great part of the afternoon, and did not rife from prayer with- 
‘out good hope of being heard. At the bride-boufe was hurry enoughs 
horié and man (after they-aifed the bridegroom) fent every way. No 
news of him. He was wreftling as Jacob once at Peniel. In the even 
ipg he setursed home, and enquiring where his bride was, went up to 
hhet, and found her in her chan five enough the afked him, * If 
he had done well to expofe her to {corn and derifion all the day?” He 
tentreated her to fit down upon a couch there by him, and he would give 
hher an account of his doing what he had then done, and tell her the 
flory of his whole life, and what the Lord through grace had done for 
him. He went over the ftory heve above-mentioned, with many beau- 
tiful particulars (no queftion here omitted) not without great affe&tion 
and tears, the flood-gates of which had been opened in the woad. And 
ever and anon, in the difcourfe would fay, through grace, GOD did fo 
and {o for me. When he had told her his ftory over (and by the way, 
this was the apottie Pau/*s method by which many were converted, to 
tell over the ftory of his converfion) the afked him, what he meant by 
that word fo often ufed in the relation of his life, ‘ through grace,’ 
fe ignorantly had the heen educated: And the afked him, if he thought 
there were no grace in GOD for her, who was fo wrerched a ftranger to 
GOD? « Yes, my dear, (Gaith he) there is grace for thee, and that, I 
ave been praying fur this day in the wood ; and GOD kath heard my 
prayer, and igen my tears, and let us now go together tohim about it. 
‘Phen did they kneel down by the couch fide, and be prayed, and fach 
‘weeping aod fipplication there waa on both fides, thet when they wore 
cailecl down to fupper, they had hardly eyes tosee with, fo fwelled were 

they with weeping. At fuppes, the bride’s father (according to his en! 

run) fwore. The bride iramediately faid ; * Father, I befeech you fiweat 
mot. At which the bridegroom's father, ie a. great rage, rofe from the 
table: * What (lye he) is the devil in him ! bath he made his wife a, 
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years, he never once failed going to church on the Lord’s- 
day ; this obfervation he made, when an ague firfl inter- 
rupted that conftant courfe, and he reflected on it as an 
acknowledgement of GOI’s great goodnefs to him, in 
fo long a continuance of bis health. : 

Not being {atisfied with the law-books then publifhed, 
and firmly refolving to take things from the fountain~ 
head, he was very diligent in fearching records. And, 
with collections out of the books he read, mixed with his 
own learned obfervations, he made a moft valuable com~- 


puritan already?” And fwore bitterly, that he would rather fet fire 
(with hig own hands) to the four corners of his fair built howe, than 
ever he fhould enjoy it. And accordingly he aed, made his will, 
gave his fon (when he fhouid die) ten pounds, to cut off his claim; and 

fave the ertate to fome others, of whom Dr. Reeves was one: And net 

ng after died. Dr. Reewce fint for the gentleman, paid him his ten 
pounds, told him, he had been a rebellious fon, and difobliged his faq 
ther, ad might ‘thank himfelf, He received the ten pounds, and 
meekly departed. 

His wife (the march was fo huddled up) lsd no portion promifed, 
at leaft that he knew of, who relied on his father 5 19 that fhe was alt 
deferred! by her friends: And having two huudred pounds in her own 
hand, that had been given her by a grans-mother, with that they took 
and flock'd a farm in Sufex, where Mr. Knight hath often heen, and 
fen her who had been highly bred, in her red wailteoat, and milkin 
her cows ; and was now become the great comforter and encouray 
her hufband, exceeding chearfully. “GOD (fiith she) hath had merey 
on me, and any pains-taking is pleafunt to me.’ There they lived fome 
years with much comfort, and hid the bleffing of martiaye, divers chile 
dren. Afeer fome three years, he was met in Kent, on the toad, by one 
of the tenants of the eitate, and fuluted by the name of landlord 3 
* Allas, (fiid he) Iam none of your landlord :"" Yes, you are, (fuid 

be) I know more than you do of the fettlement: Your father, though 
a cunning luwyer, with all his wit, could not alicnate the ettate fr 
you, whom he had made joint purchaser. Myfelf, an { fome ather 
chants know it, and have tclufed to pay any money to Dr. Reeoes : Uhave 
fixteen pounds ready for you 1 pands, which Twill pay to your a¢= 
quittance, ad thar will ferve you te wage law with them.” He was a 
mazcd at this wondifui providence, received the money, fued fur 
eftate, and in a term or two recovertd it : He that leith bis bfe for my 
Jake and the gofpel's fball find it. Mi, biclfed wite, in the will of 
‘leffings enjoying a loving hufband, divers fine chitdren, and a plonti- 
fal eftate ; in the midit of thefe outward bleffings, fell ‘into a way of 
queftioning the truth of her grace, becaufe of outward profprity. “This 
was her fin without doubs, for which Mr. Knight rebuked hi; but it 
was.a fevere rebuke that the Lord gave her for ker unthankfulnefs? A fine 
boy, abuut three yeors old, fell into a kettle of calding wort, and waa 
taken out by his mother, and died. ‘This (ie looked un as the Lord's 
difeiptine for her unthankfulnefs, and was inftruéted. «This elation 
was tent me (fiys Mr. Tarmer) by the reverend Mr, Singleton, now 
living in Hogflon-fynure, meat the city of London ; and he received it 
fiom Mr, Kmgbty who was intimately acquainted with Mir. Studley, as 
was hunted bef 
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mon-place-book. It was done with’ gréat indultey “and 
“judgement. Infotmuch, that an eminént judge of the King’s 
‘Bench havirig borrowed it of him (though he very wawil- 
‘Tingly lent it, as thinking it too imperfett) the judge, af- 
ter having peruled it, faid, that though it was compoled 
by him fo early, he did not think auy lawyer “in England 
could do it better, except he himfelf would again fet about 
it. He'was early taken notice of by a’gentlerian of the 
‘fame inn with himlelf, William Ney, Eig; the ‘attorney- 
general, who directed him in his ‘ftudies, and ‘grew to 
have fuch a friendfhip for him, that he came to be called 
oung Noy. ‘The great and learnéd Mr. Selden alfo foon 
found him out; and though much fuperior to him in 
years, took fuch a liking to him, that he not only lived. 
in great friendfhip with him, but alfo left him at his death 
‘one of his executors. It was this ‘acquaintance that fir 
Set Mr. Hai on a more enlarged purfuit’ of learning, 
‘which he had before confined to his own profeffion, So 
that by his uncommon induftry and good natural parts, 
he arrived at a confiderable knowledge in the civil law, in 
arithmetic, algebra, and other mathematical {ciences, as 
well as in phvfic, anatomy, and chirurgery. He was alfo’ 
very converfant in experimental philofophy, and other 
branches of philofophical learning ; and in antient hiftory 
and chronology. Nor was he unacquainted with the ari- 
‘tient Greek philofophers, but want of ufe wore out his 
knowledge of the Greek tongue; and though he never 
Atudied Hebrew, yet, by his frequent converfations with 
Selden, he underftood the moft curious things in the rabbi- 
‘nical Jearning. But, above all, he feemed to have made 
divinity his chief fudys to which he not only direfted 
every thing elfe, but alfo arrived at that knowledge in it, 
that thofe, who read what he wrote on thofe fabjedts, 
will think they muft have taken moft of his time’and 
thoughts*. Some time before the civil Wars ‘he was cal 





* It may feem almott incredible, as Dr. Burnet obferves, that one 
gaan, in no great compafs of years, fhould have acquired fuck a variety 
of knowledge: And that in fciences, which require much leifure and 
application. ~ But as his parts were quick, and his apprehenfion lively, 
his mrmory great, and lus judgement ftrong ; fo his indattry was almolt 
indefatigable. He rofe always betimes in the morning; was never 
idles Scarce ever held any difcourfe about news, except with fome few 
in whom he confided entitely. He entered into no correfpondence by 
letters, except about neceffiry bufinefs, or matters of learning, and 
‘ yy little time in eating ar drinking; for as he never went to 

's, fo he gave no entertainments but te the poor; for he foi- 

‘ lowed 
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led.to the.har, and: began to make a figure.in the world, 
But, upon their breaking out, obferving how difficult it 
was to preferve his integrity and to live fecurely, he re- 
falved to follow thefe two maxims of Pomponius Auicus, 
whom he.propofed to himfelf as a pattern: Namely, ‘lo 
engage in no faction, nor meddle in public bufinefs ;” and, 
«© conitantly to favor and relieve thofe that were lowelt.” 
Accordingly he avoided all public employment, and the 
Very talking of news; being ftrictly careful, never to pro- 
yoke any in particular, by cenfuring or reflecting on their 
actions. ‘And he often relieved the royalifts in their ne- 
ceffities. ‘This he did in a way no lefs prudent than cha~ 
ritable, confidering the dangers of that time: For he of- 
ten depofited confiderable fums in the hands of a warthy 
gentleman of the king’s party, who knew their neceffities 
well, and was to diltribute his charity according to his 
ewn difcretion, without cither letting them kuow from 
whence it came, or giving himfelf any account to whom 
he had given it. This (0 ingratiated him with them, that 
he came generally to be employed by them in his practice. 
He was one of the counfel to the earl of Strafford, arch- 
Vithop Land, and K. Charles himfelf: As alfa to the duke 
of Hamilton, the earl of Holland, the lord Capel, and the 
Jord Craven. 

‘When he was counfel for this lord, he pleaded with that 
force of argument, that the then attorney-general, Ed- 
mund Prideaux, threatened him for appearing againit the 
government ; To whom he anfwered, He was  Pleadin, 
in defence of thofe laws, which they declared they would 
maintain and preferve, and he was doing his duty to his 
client, fo that he was not to be daunted with threatenings” 
Being efteemed a plain honeft man, a perfon of great in- 
tegrity and knowledge in the law, he was entertained by 
both parties, the prefbyterians as well as loyalifts, In 
1643 he took the covenant, and appeared {everal times 


lowed our Saviour’s diredtion (of feniting none but thefe) literally + 
And in eating and drinking, he obferved not only great plainnefs and 
moderation, ut lived fo philofophically, thar be‘always ended his 
meal with an appetite ; fo that he loft itle time at it, (that being the 
only portion which be gradged bimfelf) and was difpofed to any exer- 
cife of his mind, to which he thought fit to apply himfelf immediately 
after he had dined. By thefe means he gained much time, that is other= 
wife unprofitably waited. He had alfo an admirable equality in the 
temper of his mind, which difpofed him for whatever (tudies he thought 
fit to turn him(elf to; and fome very uncafy things which he lay under 
for many years, did rather engage him to, than diftralt him from, his 


ftudies.” 
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with other lay perfons among the affembly of divines. 
He was then in great efteem with the parliament, and em- 
ployed by them in‘feveral affairs, for his counfel, parti- 
cularly in the reduétion of the garrifon at Oxford; being, 
as a lawyer, added to the commiffioners named by the 
parliament to treat with thofe appointed by the king. In 
that capacity he did good fervice, by advifing them, efpe- 
cially the general, Fairfax, to preferve that farnous feat 
of learning from ruin. Afterwards, though the barba- 
rous death of K. Charles I, was a great grief to him, yet 
he took the o> 5 catled the Engagement. And, on the 
twentieth of January 1651-2, was one of thofe appointed 
to confider of the reformation of the lawt. Oliver Crom- 
well, who affected the reputation of honoring and truft- 
ing perfons of eminent virtues, and wanted fach a man as 

+ Hale to give countenance to his courts, never left 
importuning him, till he accepted of the place of one of 
the juftices of the common-bench, as it was then called, 
For which purpofe he was by writ made ferjeant at law, 
on the twenty-fifth of January 1653-4. In that ftation 
he adted with great integrity and fuitable courage. He 





+ They were to take into confideration what inconveniences there 
were in the law; how the mifchiefs which grew from delays, the 
chargeablenefs, and irregularities in the proceedings of the law might 
‘he prevented, and the fpeedieft way to prevent the fame. And to pre- 
fent their opinions to the committee of flamer appointed for that 

rpofe, and they or any feven of them had power to fend for any per- 

ns to confer with them in this bufinefs, and for records. ‘They met 
feveral times, and defired the ji s in their feveral courts to return to 
‘therm a lift of their feveral officers, what fees they received, and what 
they did for the fume. And none was more bufy than Hugh Peters, 
who underftood little of the law, and was very opinionative. On the 
twenty-firft of Pebraary next enfaing, they the following refolu- 
tions. ¢ If the defendant ina perfonal aétion, before pleading, tender 
fatisfation to the plaintiff with cofts of fait, and it appear afterwards 
at the trial to the jury fufficient and not accepted of, the plaintiff to lofe 
‘his own and pay the other's coft in the fait. That furnmons be the firft 
procefs in all perfonat a€tions, with the true date when fued forth and 
‘executed upon oath, and returnable within fifteen days after the fervice 5 
the defendant to have a copy fiom the oliginal, under feal, given or 
deft at his houfe, and the canfe of the {uit fet down in the body of the 
~writ ; that upon default of appearing, 2 further procefs be granted te 
arreft the party, till he appear or give warrant. And in cafe of none 
‘appearance, the defendant's lands and goods to be diftrained to a cer- 
tuin value, till he appear or give warrant.” The twenty-third of March, 
they prefented to the committee of patliament, the draughts of feverad 
adits: Two of which were, For ‘taking away common recoveries, 
and the unrieceffary of fines, and to pais and charge lands in- 
tailed, as lands infee-fimple. For afcertaining mrbitrary fines upon 
defeent, and alienation of  copsholds ot inberitance.” Very necellry 
Jaws to reftrain the oppreffians of iors of manors, 
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had: at firf great feruples concerning the authority under 
which he was to a€. And, after having gone two or 
three circuits, he refufed to fit any more on the crown. 
fide; that is, to judge criminals. He had indeed {o car- 
ried himfelf in fome trials, that the powers then in being 
were not unwilling he fhould withdraw from meddling 
farther in them; of which Dr. Burnet gives the follow. 
ing inftances : Not long after he was made a judge, when 
he went the circuit, a trial was brought before him at 
Lincoin, concerning the murder of one of the townfmen, 
who had been of the king’s party, and was killed by a 
foldier of the garrifon there. He was in the fields with a 
fowling-piece on his fhoulder ; which the foldier {eeing, 
he came to him, and faid, ie was contrary to an order 
which the proteétor had made, ¢ That none who had been. 
of the king’s party fhould carry arms ;’ and fo he would 
have forced it from him. But as the other did not regard 
the order, fo being ftronger than the foldier, he threw 
him down, and having beat him, left him, The foldicr 
went into the town, and told one of his fellow-toldicrs 
how he had been ufed, and got him to go with him, and 
Jye in wait for the man, that he might be revenged on 
him. They both watched his coming to town, and one 
of them went to him to demand his gun; which he re- 
fufing, the foldier ftruck at him ; and as they were ftrug+ 
gigs the other came behind, and ran his fword into his 
jody ; of which he prefently died. 

Tt was in the time of the affizes, fo they were hoth 
tried: Againft the one there was no evidence of fore- 
thought felony, fo he was only found guilty of man- 
flaughter, and burnt on the hand; but the other was found 
guilty of murder: And though colonel alley, that 
commanded the garrifon, came into the court, and urged, 
* That the man was killed only for difobeying the pro- 
tector’s order, and that the foldier was but doing his 
duty ;’ yet the judge regarded both his reafons and 
threatenings very little; and therefore he not only gave 
fentence againit him, but ordered the execution to be fo 
fuddenly done, th.. it might not be poffible to procure a 
reprieve ; which he believed would have been obtained, 
if there had been time enough granted for it. Another 
occafion was given him of Shewing both his juftice and 
courage, when he was in another circuit. He underitood 
that the protector had ordered a jury to be returned for 
atrial, in which he was more than ordinarily concerned, 
Upon this information he examined the fheriff about it, 

who 





+4 HAL FE 


who knew nothing of it, for he faid he referred all fuch, 
things to the under, fheriff; and having next aiked the. 
under fheriff concerning it, he found the jury had. 
been returned by order from Cromwell; upon which, 
he fhewed the ftatute, that all juries ought to be returned, 
by the fheriff, or his lawful officer: And this not being, 
done according to law, he difmiifed the jury, and woul 
not try the caufe. Upon which the protedcr was highly. 
difpleafed with him, apd at his return from the circuit, 
he tofd him in anger, ‘He was not fit to bea judge;’ to’ 
which all the anfwer he made was, “That it was. very, 
true.”—— Another thing met him in the circuit, upon 
which he refolved to have proceeded feverely. Some. 
anabaptiits had rufhed into a church, and had difturhed a, 
congregation while they were receiving the facrament, 
not without fome violence. At this he was highly of- 
fended, for he faid, “It was intolerable for men, who 
pretended fo highly to liberty of confcience, to go and 
diftarb others ; efpecially thoie who had. the encourage~ 
ment of the Jaw on their fide.” But thefe were fo fup- 
ported by fome great magiftrates and officers, that.a flop 
‘was put to his proceedings; upon which he declared he 
would meddle no more with the trials on the crown fide. 
——When Penraddock's trial was brought on, there was 
a fpecial meffenger fent to him, requiring him to affit at 
it. It was in vacation time, and he was at his countr 
houfe at Aldcrity: He plainly refuled to go, and faid, 
“ The four terms, and two circuits, were enough, and 
the little interval that was between, was little enough 
for their private affairs;” and fo he excufed himfelf. Bur 
if he had been urged, he would not have been afraid of 
{peaking more plainly. 

The fame year he was elected one of the five knights 
to reprefent the county of Glowceffer, in the parliament 
which began at Wefiminfler, September the third, 1654. 
He duly atcended the houfe, on purpofe to obftruét the 
mad and wicked projects then fet on foot, by two parties, 
that had very different principles and ends. " One of thofe 
parties, who were down-right brainfick enthufiafts, were 
refolved to pull down a ftanding minifiry, the law and 
property of England, and all the antient rules of this go- 
vernment, and fet up in their room an indigefted enthu- 
fiaftical {cheme, which they called the kingdom of Chrif, 
or of his faints ; many of them being really in expecta- 
tion, that one day or other Chri would come down, and 
fit among them, and at jeatt they thought to begin the 
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-glorious thoufand years mentioned in the R. 
others, taking advantage from the fears and apprchenfions 
~all the fober people of the nation were in, left they dhould. 
fall under the tyranny of that diftraéted fort of people, 
“who, to all their other principles added great crucity, 
which they had copied from thofe at Adun/fer in the’ for- 
mer “age) intended to improve that opportunity to raite 
their own fortunes and families. Amidit thefe, Jadge’ Hale 
‘Reered a middle courte; for, as he would engage for nei- 
ther fide, fo he, witha great many more’worthy men, 
’came to parliaments, mote out of a defign to hinder mil- 
“chief, than to do much good; that is, to oppote the ill 
‘defigns of both parties, the enthufiafts as‘well as the ufar- 
‘pers. Among the other extfavagant motions made in this 
-parliament, one was, to deftroy all the records in the 
Tower, and to fettle the nation on a new foundation ; fo 
he took this province to himfelf, to fhew the madnets of 
this propofition, the injuttice of it, and the mifchiefs thar, 
would follow on it; and did it with fuch clearnefs and 
ftrength of reafon, as not only fatisfied all fober pertons 
(for it may be fuppoied that was foon done) but flopt 
even the mouths of the frantic people thentelves. 

When the proteétor died, he not only excufed himfelf 
from accepting of the mourning that was fent him, but 
alfo refufed the new commiffion offered him by Richard; 
alledging “© He could act no longer under fuch autho~ 
rity. e did not fit in Ofiver’s fecond parliament, in 
1656; but, in Richard's, which met January twenty- 
feven, 1658-9, he was one of the burgeifes for the uni- 
verfity of Oxford, And inthe Healing Parliament, ane 
1660, which recalled K. Charles I. he was cluded one of 
the knights for the county of Glouce/ler, through the lord 
Berkeley's intereft, and without any charge to hunfelf, 
though he had a competitor that had {pent near a thoufand 
pounds; a great fum to be employed that way in thofe 
days. In that parliament, he moved that a committee 
might be appointed to look into the propofitions that had 
been'’made, and the conceffions that had been offered hi 
“K. Charles I, during the late war; that from thence fuck 
propofitions might he digeited, as they fhould think fit to 
be fent over to the king ut Breda. He was allo very car- 
neff and inftrumental in getting the a& of indemnity paf- 
ted. The twenty-fecond of Fune, his majeily recited 
him, among others, by writ, to the degree of ferjeant 
atiaw, And, upon fettling the courts in /4¢fminfier-hally 
sonttituted him, November the feventh the fame ycar, chief- 
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baron of the Exchequer. “When the-lord chancellor -Cia- 
yenden delivered him his commiffion, she made a {peech to 
him according to cuftom, wherein :he expreffed his great 
and juit efteem for-him in the-follawing words. ‘ That 
if-the-king could have -found ont an ‘honefter and fitter 
man for that employment, ‘he would not. have advanced 
him to it; and that he had.therefore.preferred -him, be- 
caufe he knew none that deferved it-fo-well.’ Some time 
after he was-knighted. It is an honor ufually conferred 
upon the chief judges ;-but Mr.-Ha/e:defired:to avoid it: 
and therefore declined for a confiderable-time all opportu- 
cnities of waiting on theking. ‘Which thelord chancellor 
obferving, he fent for him upon bufinefs one day, when 
» the king was at his houfe, and told:his.majefty,  Theye 
was his modeft chief baron;’ upon which he was.unex- 
 pettedly-knighted. 

He coatinued eleven years in that place; and very much 
raifed the reputation and practice of the court, ety 
exaGt and impartial adminiftration of juftice, as alfo 
-his generofity, vait diligence, and great exaétnels in tri- 
-als*, According to.his rule of favoring and rehering 

0: 


* Of which we have the following inftances. He would never 
receive any private.addreffes or recommendations from the greateft per~ 
fons, in any matter in which juftice was concerned. One of the firlt 

ers of England went once to hischamber, and told him, ¢ ‘That hav- 
Ing a fitit in law to be tried before him, be was then to acquaint him 
with it, that he might the better underitand it, when it howld come to 
be heard in court.” Upon which Sir Matthew interrupted him, and 
faid, “ He did not deal fairly to come to his chamber about fuch affairs, 
for he never received any information of caufes but in open court, 
where both parties were to be heard alike ;" fo he would not faffer him 
tb goon. Whereupon his grace (for he was a duke) went away nota 
Tittle diffatisfied, and complained of it ta the king,-as a rudenefs that 
‘was not to be endured. But his majefty bid him ¢ Content himfelf that 
he was no worfe ufed,” and faid, ¢ He verily believed he would have ufed 
himfelf no better, if he had gone to folicit him in any of his own 
caules.’ Another paflage fell out in one of his circuits, which was 
fomewhat cenfured as an affeCtation of unreafonable itridnefs ; but it 
flowed from his exaétnels to the rules be had fet himfelf, A gentleman 
had fet him a buck for his table, that had a trial at the aflizes ; fo 
-when he heard his name, he afked, “If he was not the fame perfon 
tlat had fent bim venifon ?” And finding he was the fame, he told him, 
«He could not faffer the trial to go on, till he had paid him for his 
buck: To which the gentleman anfwered, * That he never fold his 
yenifon, and that he had done nothing to him, which be did not do to 
every judge that had gone that circuit,’ which was confirmed by feyeral 
gentlemen then prefent: But all would not do, for the Lord Chief 

‘aron bad learned from Solomon, that a gift perverteth the way: of 
judgement ; and therefore be would not fafier the trial to go on, till he 

had 
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thofe that were lowefl, he was now very charitable to the 
Nonconformifts, and cook great care to cover them as 
much as poflible from the ieverities of the law. He 
thought many of them had merited highly in the butinels 
of the king’s reflozatiyn, and at leatt deterved that the 
terms of cunforiiy thould not have been made ttr¢ter 
than they were before che war. Bur as he lamented she 
too rigorous proceedings sguinft thent, fo he declared him- 
Self always of the fide ot the church of Exglund, and 
faid, “ Thole of the fepsration were good men, but they 
had narrow fouls, who wos!) break the peace of the 
church about fuch inconfiderab!s © atters as the points in 
difference were.” After the fi:e of London, he was one 
of the principal judges that fat in C.1, ord’s-ian, to fettle 
the differences between landlord and tenant; being the 
firft chat offered his fervice to the city in that affair: 
‘Wherein he behaved himtelf to the fatisfa@ion of all par- 
ties conceizicd. He was heartily engaged together with 
Di. Wilkins, afterwards bithop of Chel ler, Se.) in the at- 
tempt to bring a comprchenfion to pas, in the year 1668, 
for the more moderate diifcuters, and a limited in.tulgence 
towards fuch as couid not be brought within the compre- 
henfion : But fo ftrong was the oppofition, that the whote 

rojyet was set fall; and, fays hitkop Burnet, thote who 

ad fet iton foot, came to be looked upon with an ill vye, 
as fecret favorers of the diflenters, undermincrs of the 
church, and every thing elfe that jeslouly and diftatte 
could caft npon them, On this occafion. judge Hale and 
Dr. Wilkins came to contraé a firm and familiar friend- 
hip, and an intimacy and freedom in converfe, that the 
Judge ufed with uo other. He held allo grea convert 
tion with the reverend Mr. Richard Baxter, who was his 
aeighbor at 4éon, on whoin he looked as a perfon of 
great devotion and piety, and of a very quick appreben- 
fon: Indeed, as he thought the Nonconformifts were toa 
hardly ufed, be beftowed his charity largely among them, 
and took great care to cover them all he could, from the 
Aeverities fome deGigned againft them, 

Let us view him now when broken in health, and grow- 
ing weaker daily in body. He made a voluntary far- 
sender af his.office which he had held about four years 
and a half; having fued to the king for a writ of eafe, 





























had paid for the prefent; upon which the gentleman withdrew the re+ 
cord. And, at Salifeury, the dean and cheaper having, according to 
cuftom, prefented him with fix fagar loaves in his cireuit, he made his 
fervants pay for the fagar before he would try their cause, 
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which he was unwilling to grant, and deferred it, till the 
lord chief juftice Hase being wearied by application and 
delay, drew up a deed of furrender with his own hand, 
and delivered it to the lord chancellor. He had behaved 
in that high ftation with his ufual ftriGnefs and diligence. 
One thing was much obferved and commended in him, 
wiz, that when there was a great inequality in the ability 
and learning of the counfellors that were to plead one 
againft another, he thought it became him, as the judge, 
to. fupply that: So he would enforce what the weaker 
counfel managed but indifferently, and not fuffer the more 
learned to carry the bufinefs by the advantage they had 
ever the others, in their quicknefs and {kill im Jaw, and 
readinefs in pleading, till all things were cleared, in 
which the merits and ftrength of the ill-defended caufe lay. 
He was not fatisfied barely to give his judgement in 
caufes; but did, efpecially in all intricate ones, give fuch 
an account of the reafons that prevailed with him; that 
the counfel did not only acquiefce in his authority, but. 
were fo convinced by his reafons, that he brought them 
often to change their opinions; fo that his giying of judge- 
ment was really a learned leGture upon that point of law. 
And even the parties interefted were generally fatistied 
with the juftice of his decifions, even when they were 
made againit themfelves. 

‘The writer of his life inferts 2 paper which fhews that 
Sit Matthew Hale thought himfelf no longer bound in 
duty to hold his office, and was defirous to quit it, that 
he might wholly apply himfelf to better purpofes: The 
clofe of that paper is as follows ; ‘* I donot know a better 
temporal employment than Martha had, in teftifying hen 
Jove and duty to our Saviour, by making provifion for 
him ; yet our Lord tells her, that though /Ze was troubled 
abcut many things, there was only one thing neceffary, and 
Mary had chofen the better part’ He had been wont to 
worthip GOD in his family, performing it always him- 
felf, if no clergyman was prefent: But as to private ex- 
ercifes of devotion, he ufed the greateft privacy, and in- 
deed ufed the greateft caution to conceal the religious im- 
preffions which were inhis mind, from fear, left by fome 
fall he fhould bring reproach on religion: But now in his 
weak ftate he retired often to his clofet for devotion as 
Jong as he could go, and when his infirmities prevented, 
he made his fervants carry him thither ina chair. It was 
in February, 1675-6, that he furrendered his office, and 
as the next winter came on, he faw with great joy his 
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deliverance coming on, together with fongings for the 
bleffednefs of another fate; his pains increated toon him, 
that no homan unaffifted patience could have borne them, 
without a great uneafinefs of mind. He could not lie 
down in bed above a year before his death, by reafon of 
the afthma. He was attended on in his ficknefs by a 
pious and worthy divine, Mr. Evans Griffith, minifter of 
the parith ; and it was obferved, that in all the extremi- 
ties of his pain, whenever he prayed by him, he forbore 
al! complaints or groans, but, tvith hands and eyes lifted 
up, was fixed in his devotion. Not long before his death, 
the minifter told him of an approaching facrament, but 
that he believed he could not come and partake of it with 
others, and therefore he would give it to him in bis own 
houfe: He replied, no; his heavenly father had prepared 
a feaft for him, and he would go to his father's houfe to 
partake of it, and was carried in his chair, He continued 
to soy the free ufe of his reafon to the Jatt; which 
during ‘his ficknefs he had often earneftly prayed for: 
And when his voice was fo funk that he could nat be heard, 
they perceived by the almoft coniftant lifting up of his 
eyes and hands, that he was ftill afpiring towards that 
bleffed ftate he longed for, and on Chriftmas-day 1675-6, 
between two and three in the afternoon, he breathed out 

his pious foul without any ftruggling or vifible pangs. 
Mr. Baxter's charaGter of Sir "Metohevs Hale, is as fol- 
lows: ¢ The laft year of my abode at Aéfen, (1669,) 1 
had the happinefs of a neighbour whom I cannot eafily 
praife above his worth; which was Sir Mathew Haley 
Jord chief baron of the exchequer, whom ull the judges 
and lawyers in England admired for his fkill in law, and. 
for his juftice ; and {cholars honored for his learning, and 
I highly valued for his fincerity, mortification, felf- 
denial, humility, confcientioufnefs, and his clofe fidelity 
in friendfhip. When he firft came to town, | came not 
near him, left, being a filenced and fuipeéted perfon (with 
his fuperiors) I fhould draw him alfa under fufpicion, 
and do him wrong; till I had notice round about of his 
defire of my acquaintance ; and I fearce ever converfed fo 
profitably, with any other perfon in my life. He was 
man of no quick utterance, but often hefitant ; but fpake 
with great reafon. He was moft precifely juit; informuch 
as I believe he would have Joft all he had in the world, 
rather than do an unjuft act; patient in hearing the mofi 
tedious fpeech which any man had to make for himfelf; the 
pillar of juftice, the refuge of the fubject who feared op- 
Hhbh2 preflicn, 
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preflion, and one of the greateft honors of his majefty’s 
government: For with fome more upright judges, he 
upheld the honor of the Engli/s nation, that it fell not 
into the reproach of arbitrarinefs, cruelty and utter con- 
fufion, Every man that had a juft caufe was almoft paft 
fear, if they could but bring it into the court or affize 
where he was judge (for the other judges feldom contra- 
died him). He was the great infrument for rebuilding 
London ; For when an aét was made for deciding all con- 
troverfies that hindered it; it was he that was the conftant 
judge, who for nothing followed the work, and by his 
prudence and juftice removed a multitude of great impe- 
diments. His great advantage for innocency was, that 
he was no lover of riches, or of grandeur. His garb 
was too plain ; he itudioufly avoided all unneceffary fami- 
Niarity with great perfons, and all that manner of living 
which fignifieth wealth and greatnefs. He kept no greater 
a family than myfelf. I lived in a finall houfe, which 
for a pleafant backfde he had a mind to: But caufed a 
ftranger (that he might not be fufpeéted to be the man) 
to know of me, whether I were willing to part with it, 
before he would meddle with it: In that houfe he liveth 
contentedly, without any pomp, and without coftly or 
troublefome retinue or vifitors, but not without charity 
to the poor. He continueth the ftudy of phyfic and ma- 
thematics ftill, as his great delight: He ath himfelf 
written four volumes in folio (three of which I have read) 
againft atheifm, fadducifm and infidelity, to prove the 

eity, and then the immortality of man’s foul, and then 
the truth of chriftianity and the holy feripture, anfwering 
the infidels’ objections againft {cripture ; it is ftrong and 
mafculine, only too tedious for impatient readers: He 
faith, he wrote it only at vacant hours in his circuits to 
yegulate his meditations, finding at that time he wrote heft 
what he thought on, his thoughts were the eafier kept 
clofe to work, and kept in a method, and he could after 
try his former thoughts, and make further ufe of them if 
they were good. But I could not yet perfuade him to 
hear of publifhing it. 

The conference which ¥ had frequently with him 
(moftly about the immortality of the foul, and other 
foundation points, and philofophical) was {fo edifying, 
that his very queftions and objections did help me to more 
Vight than other mens folutions. Thofe that take no men 
for religious who frequent not private meetings, &c. took 
him for an excellently righteous moral man: But tot 
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have heard, and read his ferious exprefiions of the con- 
cernments of eternity, and feen his love to all good men, 
and the blameleffnets of his life, &c. thought better of 
his picty than of mine own. When the people crouded 
in and out of my houfe to hear, he openly thewed me io 
great refpect before them at the door, and never fpake a 
word againft it, as was no {mall encouragement to the 
common people to go on; though the other fort mut- 
tered, that a Judge fhould feem fo far to countenance 
thar they took to be againft the law. He was a great 
Jamenter of the extremities of the times; and the vio- 
lence and foolifhnefs of the predominant clergy, and a 
great defirer of fuch abatements, as might reltore us all 
to ferviceablenefs and unity. He had got bur a very 
fmall eftate (though he bad long the greatelt pradtice) 
becaufe he would take but little money, and undertake no 
more bufinefs than he could well difpatch. He offured to 
the Jord chancellor to refign his place, when he was 
blamed for doing that which he fuppoted was jultice. He 
had been the learned Se/den’s intimate friend, and one of. 
his executors: And becaufe the Hobsians and other infi- 
dels would have perfuaded the world that Seiden was of 
their mind; I defired him to tell me truth therein ; and he 
affured me that Seiden was an earneit profefler of the 
chriftian faith, and fo angry an adverfary to Hobds, that 
he hath rated him out of the room.’ Mr. Baxter after this, 
relating the treatment himfelf met with at 4¢on from his 
enemies, who procured his commitment to new prifon 
Clerkemvell, for fix months without bail or mainprize, 
adds; © Ando I finally left that place, being grieved molt 
that fatan had prevailed to ftop the poor people in fuch 
hopeful beginnings of a common reformation, and that L 
was to be deprived of the exceeding grateful neighbour- 
hood of the lord chief baron Hale, who could fcarce re~ 
frain tears when he did but hear of the firft warrant for 
my appearance.’ 

‘Mr. Samuel Clark, ia his life of Sir Matthew Hale, ob- 
ferves, he was a chief oblerver of the Lord’s-days, in 
which, befides his conftant attendance upon the public 
fervice of GOD twice a day, in the evening he called all 
his family together, and repeated to them the heads of 
the fermons with fome additions of his own, which he 
fitted for their capacities, after which he conftantly fhat 
up himfelf for two or three hours, which he fpent in his 
fecret devotions, and profitable meditations. Of which 
contemplations two volumes in eave were printed a Matte 
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before his death, He died in the fixty-feventh year of 
his age, his funeral fermon was preached from Z/aiah \vii. 
3. and on the fourth of January, he was buried in the 
church-yard of Alderley, with the following epitaph, com- 
pofed by himfelf, on his monument. 
Hie inhumatur corpus 
Matthai Hale, Adilitis ; 
Roberti Hale, e Johannz, 
Usoris ejus, Filit unici : 
Nati in hac Parochia de 
Alderley, primo die Novem- 
bris Auno Dom. 1609 : 
Denati vero ibidem vicefimo 
quinto die Decembris, 
Anno Dom. 1676. 
Etatis fue UXVI. 

His Works. Publifoed by himfelf. “1. An Effay 
touching the Gravitation, or Non-Gravitation of Fluid 
Bodies, and the Reafons thereof, Lond. 1674. 8vo. IL. 
Difficiles Nuga@, or Obfervations touching the Torricel- 
lian Experiment, and the various folutions of the fame, 
efpecially touching the Weight and Elaiticity of the Air. 
Lond. 1574, 8ve. Dr. Henry More wrote fome remarks 
upon this, {fo far as it might concern any paffages in his 
Enchiridion Metaphyf. IY. Obfervations touching the 
Principles of natural Motion, and efpecially touching 
Rarefaction and Condenfation, together with a Reply to 
certain Remarks touching the Gravitation of Fluids. 
Lond. 1677. 8ve. IV. Contemplations Moral and Di- 
vine. In two parts, The firft printed at London in 1676, 
8vo. and the fecond part in 1677, 8c. To the firft were 
added, Direétions touching keeping the Lord’s-day: And, 
Poems on Chriftmas-day. They were both reprinted to- 
gether in 1679, Bvo. fe Contemplations came abroad 
without his knowledge, and contrary to his intention. 
V. An Englifh tranilation of The Life and Death of 
Pomponius Atticus, written by his contemporary and ac- 
quaintance Cornelixs Nepos; together with Obfervations 
political and moral. Lend. 1677, 8ve. Thistranflation 
is faid to he badly done. VI. The primitive Origination 
of Mankind confidered and explained according to the 
Light of Nature. Lond. 1677, folio VII. He alfo 
wrote the preface to, and publifhed, the Abridgement of 
many Cafes and Refolutions of the Common Law, alpha~ 
betically digefted under feveral titles, fc, by H. Rolle. 


Lend. 1668, folio. WIil. Likewife, he was partly the 
author 
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author of London's Liberty: Or a learned Argument of 
Law and Reafon, anno 1650. Reprinted in 1682, folio, 
under this title, London's Liberties: Or, The Opinions 
of thofe great Lawyers, Lord Ch. Juftice Hair, Mr. 
Juftice Wild, and Mr. Serjeant Maynard, about the Elec- 
tion of Mayor, Sheriffs, Aldermen and Common Coun- 
cil of London, and concerning their Charter.” 
Publifaed after his deceafe. ‘ 1. Pleas of the Crown: 
or a Methodical Summary of the Principal Matters re- 
Jating to that Subjeét. Lond. 1678, 8ve. II. Difcourfe 
touching Provifion for the Poor, Lond, 1683, 12m0. 
III, A Treatife touching Sheriffs Accounts. Lond. 1683, 
8vo. To which is joined his Trial of Witches at the 
Affizes held at Bury St. Edmunds on the firit of March, 
1664. His condemnation of thofe poor crazy wretches, 
was the worft and the moft culpable ation in his whole 
life : But not worfe than the ftatute, which obliged him to 
condemn them. IV. His Judgement of the Nature of True 
Religion, the Caufes of its Corruption, andthe Churches 
Calamity by Mens Additions and Violences; with the 
defired cure, Lond. 1684, 410. Publithed by R. Baxter. 
V. Several Traéts, as A Difcourfe of Religion under 
three heads, tc. His Treatife concerning Provifion for 
the Poor, already mentioned: A Letter to his Children, 
advifing them how to behave in their fpeech: A Letter 
to one of his Sons, after his recovery from the fmall-pox. 
Lond. 1684, 8ve. VI. Difcourfe of the Knowledge of 
GOD and of our Selves, firft by the Light of Nature, 
fecondly by the Sacred Scriptures. To which is added, 
Brief Abftraé of the Chriftian Religion : And confidera- 
tions feafonable at all times for the cleanfing of the Heart 
and Life, Lond, 1688, 8vo. VII. The Original Infti- 
tution, Power, and Jurifdiction of Paliaments. Lond. 
3707, 80. VIII. Hifferia Placitorum Corone. ‘The 
Hiftory of the Pleas of the Crown. Firft publifhed, in 
1736, from his original manufcript, and the feveral refer- 
ences to the Records examinined by the Originals, with 
large notes, oy Sollom Emiyn of Lincoln’s-inn, Eta: 2 vols. 
folio, The Houfe of Commons had made an order, the 
twenty-ninth of November 1680, that it fhould then be 
printed; but it was never printed till now. The Pleas of 
the Crown, &. printed in 1678, 8ve. (as above) was 
only a plan of this work. He left feveral other pieces in 
manufcript, as Concerning the Secondary Origination of 
Mankind, folio. Concerning Religion, § vols. felio, and 
tnany others.” 
By 
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By his Will he bg bore to the fociety of Lincols’s- 
ina his manufcript s. They are of ineftimable 
value; as being, clofe and patent rolls, and charter-rolls 
inthe time of K. Yobn for the clergy : The principal mat- 
ters in the clofe and patent rolls of Henry if. from the 
ninth to the fifty-Gxth of his reign: Clofe rolls of K. 

‘ohn ; Placita de tempore Reg, Fobannis, Edw.1, Edw. UW. 

idw. Al]. Rie W. Henr. LV. and V. Placita de Banco, 
Edw. 1. ab anne 1, ad anaum 21. The pleas in the exche- 
quer, ttyled Comeunia, from to 4h Edw. Ill, Clofe 
rolls of Edw. U1. and iI, Clefe and parent roils in the 
of Edw, Ul, Leagues of the kings, Est, I, 11. and Ii. 
in many volumes. * He deGred they thould be kept fafe, 
aod ail together, bound in eather, and chained; rot dent 
ont or dipofed of : Only, if any of his pofterity of that 
fociety Hhoudd defire to tranfcribe any book, and give good 
caucion to reRove it aguin in a prefixed time, they fhould 
be lent to him, and but one volume at a time. They 
are, {ays he, atreafare that are not dt for every man’s 
view’; nor i3-every man capable of making ufe of them.” 


EDWARD REYNOLDS, D.D. 
BISHOP of NORWICH. 


EIS reverend Prelate was the fon of Aujtin Reynolds, 

one of the cuftoiters of Southampton, where he was 

born in November 1599, and being bred at the free-fchoot 
there, became poft-mafter of Merton-college in 1615, as 
alfo probationer-feHlow in 1620, in which place (which 
he got by his {kill in the Greek tongue,) -as alfo through- 
out his bachelorthip, ‘he fhewed himfelf a good -difputant 
and orator. After he had taken the degree of maiter of 
arts, he went into orders, and became a noted preacher, 
and was made preacher at Liacoin's-imm, and rector of 
Braynton in Northamptonfhire. Afver the rebellion broke 
out in 1642, he fided witb the prefbyterian party, and 
in 1643, was one of the affembly of divines, a cove- 
nanter, a frequent preacher in London, and fometimes 
before the long parliament, by whom he was ap- 
pointed in 1646, one of the fix minifters to go to Oxford, 
and preach the fcholars into obedience tothem, After 
which he was one of their vifitors in the univerfity, was 
made dean of Chriff-church, in the room of Dr, Samuel 
Fell, ejeCted, and vieg-chancellor in 1648, when he ba 
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created door of divinity; he was alfo vice-chancellor in 
1649. But being ejected trom his deanery in 1650, for 
refufing to take the independant Engsgement, he retired 
to his former cure for atime. He lived afterwards moftly 
in London, and preached there, being then vicar of St. 
rage td After this be ftruck in with general 
Monk, to bring in the king, ufing his intereft thereto in 
London, where he was the jride and glory of the prefby- 
Rerian party. Dr. Pierce, in the introduétion to his Divine 
Purity defended, fays he was a perfon of great authority 
as well as fame among the calviniits. 

‘When the fecluded members were reftored to pam 
lament, they reftored him to his deanery of Chrif- 
church on the eleventh of A/ay 1659. And on the twens 
ty-fixth of May following, 1660, he, together with Mr. 

dmund Calamy, was made chaplain to his majefty, then 
at Canterbury, in order to his reftoration. After which 
he preached feveral times before the king and both 
houfes of parliament; and in the latter end of June, 
being defired to quit his deanery, he was the next 
month elected, by virtue of the king’s letter, warden of 
Merton-college, and was confecrated bifhop of Norwich on 
the fixth of January, the fame year. He was, concludes, 
Mr. Mood, a perfon of excellent parts and endowments, 
of a very good wit, fancy, and judgement, a great di+ 
vine, et much efteemed by all parties, for his preaching 
and fluid ftyle: And Sir Thomas Browne, who knew him 
well, gives him the charatter of a perfon of fingular af» 
fability, meeknefs, and humility, of great Jearning, 2 
frequent preacher, and conflant refident. But a more 
full account of our Author is given in a funeral fermon 
preached at Norwich by the reverend Mr. Rivcley, in ‘July 
1676, ont Sam. x. 13. § Concerning this our deceafed 
and juitly to be commemorated lord and father, (fays 
the preacher) I shall dare to recommend thus muchas true 
to fucceeding generations, viz. That he was a perfon iit 
whom all was generally good, (allowing for human frail- 
ties) and many things were excellent, and exceeding re~ 
markable, I. He was a good man. Nature had belore 
indued him much in his conftitution, he was of a moit 
fweet and obliging temper, of great candor, meeknels and 
ingenuity 3 he had a comely countenance, a gentle difpo- 
fition, a pleafantnefs of converfation ; he neither eagerly 
fought any dignity, nor declined any capacity of doing 

. Il. He was a goed chriffian, Revelation was a 
great miftrefs with him, and he was a great adorer, as 
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well as a practifer of the will of GOD. Religion fan@ti- 
fied his reafon, and grace his nature; and of all accom- 
piithments, he counted it his glory to be a difciple of 
Chriff. The fear of the Lord was to him the top of his 
witdom ; to put on the Lord Fefus Chrif? in all his integral 
parts, and he endeavo.ed that his ways might be found 
perfed before GOD, Il], He was a good minifier of the 
gofpel. For this he had a great name, all his undignified 
time, and when he came to the high place, he did not 
make an end of prophefying, as it is faid Sau/ did. He 
was a true laborer in the word and doétrine. He was 
not only the light, but the falt of the places he came in, 
He did much good in that his office: And received the 
feal of his miniftry, in the fober and grateful acknow~ 
ledgements of a great many. He was built and framed 
on purpofe, as it were, to be an inftrudtor and curate of 
fouls, for he was fober and wife, able to folve difficulties, 
to determine cafes, to quiet confciences. He was an in- 
terpreter, one of a thoufand. Another Apollos mighty in 
the {criptures. He always fought to find out acceptable 
words, and upright even words of truth. He was of 2 
fedate mind, of a tender compaffionate fpirit, heartily de- 
firous of men’s eternal good ; and not only his induftry, 
but his delights ran out that way, viz. how to bring it 
about, The throne of grace, his ftudy, and the pulpit 
had the moft of his time divided among them. In all pro- 
bubility he contraéted his fatal difeafes of the ftone and 
frangury, by his fedentary ftudies, and vaft labours in 
the prieftly fanétion: Yet to his dying day, preaching 
was his defireable work. Prelucendo peribat might be 

his motto, for he wore out with ufe, and not with ruft.’ 
© IV. He was a good Bifoop. And now I am come to 
that only part of his commendation, that ever was denied 
him. here are two forts of people, and they differ 
among themfelves tote c/o, that can hardly allow him to 
have been a good bifhop ; the one fort think him not good, 
becaufe a bifhop at ail, making thofe terms, gocd and 
bifeop inconfiitent ; the other cannot afford to him to be 
good in his capacity, becaufe he was not fo much a bifhop 
as they would have had him, that is to fay, becaufe he 
would not drive their pace; he would not govern by their 
rules, not execute cenfures at their heights, not interpret 
canons in their fenfe, But I pafs on from his goodnefs 
to his excellencies, which may be thus reckoned, his 
learning, writing, preaching, living. He was an excel- 
Jent fcholar, he had a great ftock of natural parts and en- 
dowments, 
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dowments, to which he added an indefatigable induftry, 
and GOD gave a plentiful benedi€tion, What Afelanc- 
thon was ufed to fay, ‘ That himfelf was a logician, Po- 
meranus a grammarian, Fu/lin Fonas an orator, but Luther 
was all;’ might be alfo applied to this perfon we are fpeak~ 
ing of. ‘There are few kinds of literature but he was a 
maiter in them. His skill in the Greek tongue got him 
his fellowfhip in Aferton-college, Oxford, in Sir Henry 
Savills time. Moreover, he wasa great divine, and, in 
his time, a moft celebrated preacher. For his divinity, 
T need only to fay, he was a true continver of the name 
of Reynolds, in the church of England; and for his fer- 
mons, they have run the gauntlet through the univerfities, 
inns of court, and city. hey have met with the appro- 
bation both of the prince and his people, fcholars, gen= 
tlemen, and citizens—all ranks of men have given their 
honorable teltimony to them. In fom, I may reckon 
him among thole happy men Caius Plinius {peaks of (Qui- 
bus Deorum munere datum eff aut facere feribenda aut foribere 
kegenda.) That either do things worthy of writing, or 
write things worthy of reading, for he has done hoth : 
He was a man of GOD, thoroughly furnifhed to every 
good word and work. 

« As he was an extraordinary perfon in his life, he was 
no lefs fo in his death. GOD was pleafed to do him 
herein an extraordinary kindnefs, and make that which 
ufed to be to others a part of the punifhment of their fin, 
to be to him a part of his excellent reward. The great 
Augufius’s with was his enjoyment, and wavaeia ‘a civiland 
well natured death.’ The laft fand in the hour-glafs falls 
not with lefs difficulty than he expired with, There 
were no noifes, groans, convulfions, cramps, diftortion 
of the looks, flaring with eyes, gnathing with the teeth, 
in the laf {cene of his life. His paffive fortitude had been 
abundantly tried before, and his aétive graces demon- 
ftrated, and therefore the lefs need of either now. His 
meek foul glided from him in an imperceptible vehicle, 
and he died much in the fame way that the rabbins fpeak 
concerning Mofes, ofculo oris Dei, as it were with the kifs 
of GOD's mouth, In fum, the defcription of old Exoch’s 
life and death fits him well, he walked with GOD, and be 
was net 3 for GOD took him. I fhall befeech you laftly to 
confider, this was the man that bore the heat of the day 
for us ; this was the man that came to us in our gore and 
sxubbith ; this was he that entered our Zugean ftable in its 
filth, and reduced it to that degree of cleanlinefs in which 
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you now firid it; this was he that carried us through the 
Wwildernefs and has brought us to the brink of ‘Jordan; 
Norwich was his Nebo, to thig mount be came, and here 
he died.” Thus far Mr. Riveley, To this we add, that 
this bleffed change happened on the twenty eighth day of 
Fuly, 1676, and he was buried at the upper end of the 
chapel (built by hiwnfelf in 1662) joining to the bifhop’s 
paluce in Norwich. Over his grave, foon after his death, 
was fafteaed to the wall a marble table, on which his epi- 
taph in Latin was engraven. 

His Worxs. ‘* The Vanity of the Creature, on 
Ecclef. i. 14. Sinfuinefs of Sin, on Rom. vii. g. and on vi. 
32. Ufe of the Law, on Rom. vii. 13. Life of Chrif, 
ent Febn v. 12. An Exptication of the cx Pfam. Medi- 
tations on the Holy Sacrament, of the Lord's laft Supper. 
Explication of the 14 Chapter of Hofea, in Seven Humi- 
liation Sermons, A ‘Treatife af the Pafhions and Faculties 
of the Soul of Man.” All or moft of which having been 
printed feveral times in gro. were all printed in one large 
Solio at London in 1658, with the Author’s pidture before 
them, and went by the name of “ Bifhop Reynolds's 
Works.” ‘They were much bought up, read and recom- 
mended by Men of feveral Perfuafions and one (Mr, 
Wilde) wrote two fhort paems in commendation of them. 
“ "Thirty Sermons preached on feveral folema Occafions. 
—'Fhey were preached between the year 2634, and that 
of his death ; fome of them had been printed fevesal times. 
At length they were reprinted in the fecond impreffion of 
his Works, at London 1679, folio. Among them is his 
Latin Sermon preached at Oxon. 1649, entitled Animalis 
Homo, on 1 Cor. ii. 14. He alfo wrote the ‘ Affembly 
of Divines’ Annotations,’ which are on Ecclefufies, whicty 
being admirably done, it was withed by many learned 
men of the Prefbyterian perfuafion, that the reft had been 
all wrote pari flo, & eruditione. He alfo was the author 
ef the ¢ Epiftolary Preface to William Berlee’s Correp- 
tory Correttion, és'c. of fome Notes of Thomas Pierce con- 
eerning GOD’s Decrees, efpecially of Reprobation :? 
‘Which book of Barlce with the faid ¢ Epittolary Preface,* 
a fecond of Thomas Whitfeeid, and a third of Daniel Caw- 
arey fornetime of Cambridge, were printed at London, 1656, 
410.” He is alfo faid to be the author of “¢ The humble 
Propofals of fundry learned, pious Divines within this 
Kingdom, concerning the Engagement intended to be im- 
pofed on them for their Subfcriptions, London, 1650, 4to. 
One fheet-was publifhed in December, 1649. Fohn Ducy 
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pablifhed an Anfwer entitled ‘ Juf& Re-propofals to hum- 
ble Propofals: or, an impartial Confideration of, sc? 
Londen, 1650, gto. four Sheets. And it is probable that 
he wrote feveral other things befides thofe above men- 
tioned; particularly his ‘¢ Meditations on the Fall of 
Peter,” a thort twelyes, never-inferted in any of the 
Folia editions. 


THOMAS MANTON, D.D. 


‘HIS laborious and zealous divine was born in the 
year 1620, at Laurence-Lydiard, in the county of 
Somerfet. His father, and both his grandfathers, were 
minifters. He was educated at Tiverton free-tchool ia 
Devonfhive, and, at the age of fittecn, was entered at 
Wadham-college, Oxford. Here, after preparatory fludies, 
he applied hinfelf'to divinity, which was the work his 
heart was chiefly fet upon, and which he defigned to wake 
the bufinefs of tis life. By a courfe of unwearied dili- 
gence, joined with great intelledtual endowments, he was 
early qualified for the work of the miniftry; and took. 
erders much fooner than was ufal, and than he himfel¥ 
approved, upon maturer thoughts, and after he had more 
experience, ‘+ I have been inthe miniftry, fays he, thefe 
ten years, and yet not fully completed the thirtieth year of 
my age: The Lord forgive my rath intrufion.” But the 
excellent Fofepb Hall bithop of Exeter, afterwards of 
Norwich, who ordained him, having taken particular no- 
tice of his gifts and qualifications, did not think him too 
young, but expreffed his apprehenfions, ¢ That he would 
prove an extraordinary perfon.” 

The times, when he firft entered into the miniftry, 
were full of trouble, the king and parliament being at va- 
riance, and hoftilities breaking out.on both fides, He 
was confined to Exeter when it was befieged by the king’s 
forces. After its furrender he went to Lime. He preached 
his firft fermon at Sowtox near Excter, from thole words, 
Fudge not, that ye be not judged. He entered firft upon his 
minifterial labors at Culiton in Devonfhire, where he 
preached a weekly lecture, and was much attended and 
refpeftcd, At his coming to London he was foon taken 
notice of, as a young man of excellent parts and growing 
hopes. Here he neither wanted work, nor will to per- 
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form it; but applied himfelf with great diligence and 
pleafure, for which he was remarkable all his life. About 
this time, he married. He had not been above three 
years in the miniftry before his firft fettlement, which was 
at Stoke-Newington near London. He was prefented to 
this cure by colonel Popham, in whom he had a moft wor- 
thy and kind patron, and was highly efteemed by his pi- 
ous lady, It was here he began and finifhed his excellent 
expofition of the epiitle of St. Fames. An expofition 
that has been thought by good judges, to be one of the 
beft models of expounding {cripture; in which the Au~ 
thor has joined together, with the greateft judgement, 
the critical explication, and practical obfervations upon 
the feveral parts. Sometime after, he went through the 
epiftle of Fude: This, though excellent in its kind, is 
not ftri€tly expofitory, but more in the fermon way; 
which he fays, was more in compliance with the defires 
of others, than with his own judgement. He continued 
feven years at Newington, and pofleffed the general refpe& 
of his parifhioners; though there were many perfons of 
different fentiments from himfelf, He was often invited 
to preach in London on the week-days: And other weighty 
affairs fometimes called for his attendance there. The 
cuftom of preaching to the fons of the clergy began in 
his time; do¢tor Hal, fon of the famous bithop ‘Halt of 
Norwich, preached the firft fermon to them, as Mr. 
Manton did the Second, from Pfaim cii. 28. He was fe- 
veral times, though not fo often as fome others, called to 
preach before the parliament, and received their order, in 
courfe, for printing his fermons ; in all which his wifdom 
and judgement, in the fuitablenefs of the fubject to the 
circumftances of the times, and the prudent management 
of it to the beft advantage, are very vifible. Particu- 
larly after he had given his teftimony, among the London 
minifters, againit the death of the king, he was appointed 
to preach before the parliament; his text was Deut. 
xxx, 4, 5. Mofes commanded us a law, even the inheri- 
tance of the congregation of Jacob; and he was a king in 
efhurun, when the beads of the, people, and the tribes of 
frael were gathered together. hen they were highly 
offended at fis fermon, fome of his friends advifed him 
to withdraw ; for fome in the houfe talked of fending him 
to the tower; but he never flinched, and their heat 
abated. His generous conftancy of mind in refifting the 
current of popular humour, declared his loyalty to his 
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Mr. Obadiah Sedgewick of St. Pau?s, Cocvent-Garden, 
being grown old, feverat worthy perions were propofed 
to fucceed him, yet could he not be prevailed with to re~ 
fign, till Mr. AZanton was mentioned ; and to that he 
readily yielded. Thethenearl, afterwards duke, of Bed- 
ford, was Mr. Manton’'s patron, who greatly efteemed 
him to his dying day. Here he preached to 4 numerous 
congregation of perfons of great note and rank, with great 
fuccefs ; of which number was oftentimes the great arch- 
bithop U/her, who ufed to fay of him, © That he was one 
of the beft preachers in Eng/and—and that he was a volu- 
minous preacher ;’ not that he was tedious for length, 
but he had the art of reducing the fobitance of volumes 
of divinity into a narrow compafs. Mr. Charnock ufed to 
fay of him, that he was ‘ the beft collecter of fente of 
the age.” About this time the Doétor was made one of 
the chaplains to the Proteffor, and appointed one of the 
committee to examine perfons who were to be admitted to 
the minifiry, or inducted into livings; as he was after- 
wards appointed one in 1659, by an act of that parlia- 
ment, in which the fecluded members were rettored. 
And though this proved troublefome to him, confidering 
his conftant employment in preaching; yet he has been 
heard to fay, ‘¢ That he very feldom abfented him{elt from. 
that fervice, that he might, according to his power, keep 
matters from running into extremes ;” for there were 
many in thofe days, as well as in-thefe, who were for~ 
ward to run into the miniftry, and had more zeal than 
knowledge; and perhaps fometimes men of worth were 
liable to be difcouraged. An inftance of this kind hap- 
pened refpeéting agrave and fober man, who appeared before 
them (cap in hand, no doubt) and was little raken notice 
of but by himfelf: He f{ceing him ftand, called for a 
chair, in refpe€&t to his age and appearance; at which 
fome of the commiffioners were difpleafed. This perfon 
appeared to be of a chriftian and ingenuous temper ; for, 
afer the reftoration, he was preferred to an Jrifh bi- 
fhopric, perhaps an archbifhopric ; for he ufed to charge 
bithop Worth, whofe bufinefs often called him over to 
England, that on his firft coming to Loxdon he fhould vitit 
doctor Manton, and give his fervice to him, and tet him 
know, ¢ That if he was molefted in his preaching in Eng- 
fand, he fhould be welcome in Jreland, and have liberty 
to preach in any part of his diocefe undifturbed’ 

He was in great reputation at the time of the reftora~ 
tion, and was very forward in the year 1660, to promote 

the 








4g? MANTOWN 


the king’s reftoration. He was one of the divines ap- 
pointed to wait upon the king at Brede, and afterwards 
fworn one of the king’s chaplains by the earl of Manchef- 
wer, Jord chamberlain, who truly honored him. He was: 
ene of the Savey commiffioners, and very earneft in his 
endeavors to get the king’s Declaration paffed into a law ; 
which would have gone a great way towards uniting the 
principal parties in the nation, and Jaying the foundation’ 
ef a lafling peace, and would have determined him in ac- 
cepting the deanery of Roche/ler, that was then offered him. 

He might have accepted the deanery, as, at that 
time, there was no aflent or confent impofed, and have 
held it till the year 1662, with great peeuniary advantage; 
but he refufed it upon principle, probably forefecing how 
matters were likely to turn. When he faw the endeavors 
ef mild and moderate men, through the violence and am- 
bition of others of a different itamp, availed nothing te 
the peace of the church and the happinefs of the nation, 
he fe down under the melancholy profpeét of what he 
lived to fee come to pafs; namely, the decay of ferious 
religion, with a flood of profanenefs, and a violent fpirit 
of perfecution, The greateft worth, and the beft pres 
teniions, met with no regard, where there were any feru- 
ples in point of ceremony and fubfcription: And upon 
cthis the breach grew wider and wider, In the interval 
between the reftoration and his ejectment, he was greatly 
efteemed by perfons of the firit quality at court. Sir 
Yobn Barbcr ufed to tell him, that the king had a fingular 
refpect forhim, Lord chancellor Hyde was always highly 
civil and obliging to him. He had free accefs to hin 
upon all occafions, which he always improved, not for 
himfelf, but for the fervice of others. We fhall only 
trouble the Reader with a fingle inftance. Mr. ‘Fames of 
Berkfhire, who was afterwards known by the name of 
Black Fomes, a very worthy man; was at the point of 
being ‘cait out of his living, which was a fequeftration, 
He came to London to make friends to lord chancellor, but 
could find none proper for his purpofe. He was at length 
advifed to go to Dr. Manten, to whom he was as yet 
Atranger, as the moft likely perfon to ferve him in his dif- 
trefs. He came to him late in the evening, and when he 
was in bed. He told his cafe to Mrs. Manten, who ad+ 
vifed him to come again in the morning, ‘and did not doubt 
but the Doétor would go with him. He anfwered with 
great concern, that it would be too late; and that if he 
could.not put a ftop to it that night, he and his famil 
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muft be rulned. On fo prefling a cafe the Dottor rofe, 
and went with him to the chancellor at York-houfe; who 
{pying the Dodtor in the croud, called to him to know 
what bufinefs he had there at that time of night. When 
he acquainted him with his errand; his lordfhip bid him 
not trouble himfelf, his friend fhould not be molefted ; 
and immediately put a ftop to the making out of the feala 
to_pafs away the living to another, Upon the Door 
refufing the deanery, he fell under lord Clarendon’s dif= 
pleafure ; fo fickle is the favor of the great; and he once 
accufed him to the king, for dropping jome treafonable 
expreffions ina fermon. The king fent for him, and or- 
dered him to bring his notes; which when he read, the 
king afked, ¢‘ Whether, upon his word, that was all that 
was delivered?’ And upon the Doétor’s affurance that it 
was, the king faid no more than, ‘ Woétor, I am fatis- 
fied, and you may be affured of my favor; but look to 
yourfelf, or elfe Hyde will be too hard for you.’ 

In the year 1662, he was deprived of his benefice, and 
imprifoned for his nonconformity, and was many ways a 
fufferer; yet kept up 4 confiderable intereft at court, 
and with men of note. The noble earl (afterwards duke) 
ot Bedford, who had been his parifhioner at Covent-garden, 
was his cordial friend to his death; fo alfo was Jord 
Wharton, and many other perfons of confiderable qua- 
lity. Mr. Baxter gives this charaéter of him; ¢ Doétor 

fanton, fays he, who Jately lay fix months in prifon, is 
aman of great learning, judgement, and integrity ; and 
an excellent, moft laborious, unweatied preacher, and of 
moderate principles.’ He generally fat in the chair in 
the meetings of the diffenting minifters of the city, who 
found the want of his prudence, activity, and intereft 
joined together, when the Lord was plealed to call him 
from the world. His difcourfes were clear and convine- 
ings fo as to be effeCtual through grace, not only to raife 
a thort commotion in the affections, but to make a Jafting 
change in the life. His doétrine was the truth, according 
to godlinefs. He did not entertain his hearers with imper~ 
tinent fubtilties, empty notions, intricate difputes, és’. 
but preached as one, who had always before his eyes the 
glory of GOD and the falvation of men ; both in refpect 
to his matter and his expreffion, in which he had a fin- 
gular talent. Dr. William Harris relates the following 
anecdote of him while he was at Covent-garden. * Being 
to preach before the lord-mayor, the court of aldermen, 
and the companies of the city, at St. Puad’s, the Doftor 
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chofe a fubje€, in which he had an opportunity of dif- 
playing his judgement and learning, He was heard with 
admiration and applaufe by the more intelligent part of 
the audience. But as he was returning from dinner with 
the lord-mayor in the evening, a poor man, following 
him, pulled “him by the fleeye of his gown, and afked 
him if he were the gentleman that preached before the 
Jord-mayor, * He anfwered, he was.” Sir, fays he, 1 
came with hopes of getting fome good to my foul; but 
I was greatly difappointed, for I could not underftand a 
great deal of what you faid; you were quite above me. 
The Dogtor replied, with tears, ‘¢ Friend, if I did not 
give yow a fermon; you have given me one; and by the 
grace of GOD 1 will never play the fool to preach before 

my lord-mayor in fuch a manner again.” 
Tn the year 1670, fome indulgence being granted to dif- 
fenters, the mectings were much attended. After the 
Joofenefs and excefs which followed the Reftoration, the 
reproaches and perfecutions of the nonconformilts for 
feveral years, and the late terrible judgements of plague 
and fire; multitudes every where frequented the opened 
meetings. GOD remarkably owned their miniftry at 
that time, and crowned it under all their difadvantages, 
with extraordinary fuccefs. Soon after this indulgence 
expired, the Do€tor was taken prifoner on a Lord's-day 
in the afternoon, juft after he had done his fermon, and 
committed to the Gate-houfe. This imprifonment, by the 
kind providence of GOD, was more favorable and com- 
modious, than could have been thought, or than his ene- 
imies defigned, or than he expected. The keeper of the 
prifon at that time was lady Broughton, who was noted for 
her ftri€tnefs and feverity in her office; though fhe car- 
ried it quite otherwife towards the Door. Thus like 
Fofeph (Gen. xxxix. 21, ce.) he found favor in the fight 
of the keeper of the prifon; 8c. In whatfoever company 
fe was, he had courage, as became a faithful minifter of 
Chrifi, to oppofe fin, and upon proper occafion to reprove 
finners. The duke of Lauderdale, who’ pretended to 
carry it with great refpect to him, in fome company where 
the Doctor was prefent, behaved himfelf very indecently ; 
the Joétor modeftly reproved him. When the indul- 
gence was more fally fixed in the year 1672, the mer- 
chants, and other citizens of London, fet up a le€ture at 
Pisner’s-hall. Dr. Manton was one of the fix firit chofen, 
and epened the JeGure. He was much concerned at the 
little bickerings, which began there in his time. And 
when 
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when Mr. Baxter was cenfured by fome for a difcourfe 
preached there, upon thefe words, Aud ye will nat come unio 
me, that yo may have ifs the Dodter, on his next tura, 
pretty (Murply rebuked them for their rath miftakes, aad 
unbecoming reflections upon fo worth: man, 
It was obferved, that this reproof was managed with to 
much decency and wifdom, that (what is truly wonder- 
ful !) he was nor by any reflected upon for his freedom in 
it. He has heen heard to exprefs his eftrem of Mr, 
Baxter in the higheft terms. He faid, he thought him. 
one of the moft extraordinary men the chriian church 
had produced, fince the apoille’s days; and that he did 
not look upon himfelf as worthy to carry his books aft. 
him, ‘This was the opinion of one who hacw bin witle 
the greateft intimacy for many years, and was a great 
judge of true worth. ‘Uhe fame opinion of Mr. Baster 
had the two excellent Meff. Henry, father and fon. 
When he firft began to grow ill in his health, he was, 
after much perfuafion, prevailed with to fpend tome time 
at obourn with lord Wharton, for the benefit of the airs 
But finding little good by it, he returned to Towa on the 
beginning of the week, with a defign to adminifler the 
Lord’s fupper the next Lord’s-day; ot which he gave no- 
tice to his people, but he did not live to accomplith it. 
The day before he took his bed, he was in his iludy ; of 
which he took his folemn Seave, with hands and eyes 
lifted up to heaven, blefing GOD tor the many com~ 
fortable and ferious hours he had {pent there; and waiting 
in joyful hope of a ftate of clearer knowledge, and higher 
eneymentt of his GOD. At night he prayul with his 
family under great indifpofition, detiring, ‘ [f the Lord 
had no further work for bim to do in this world, he would 
take him to himtelf:” Which he expreffed, with great fe~ 
renity of mind, and an unreferved refignation to the di- 
yine good plealure. At length finding his confirution 
breaking, he refigned himf{elt to GOD’s wile difpofal, 
and being feized with a kind of lethargy, by which he 
was deprived -of his fenfes, to the great grief and lofs of 
his friends who came to vifit him; he died on the eigh- 
teenth of Odisber,.1677, in the fifty-feventh year of his 
age, and was buried in the chancel of the church of Stote- 
Newington ; leaving behind him the reputation of as ex- 
cellent a preacher, as this city or nation hath produced. 
GOD had furnifhed him'with a rare union of thofe 
parts that are requifite to form an excellent minifter of his 
word. A clear judgement, rich fancy, ftreng memory, 
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and happy elocution met in him, and were excellently im- 
proved by his diligent fludy. He was endowed with ex- 
traordinary knowledge in the {criptures, thofe holy ora~ 
cles from whence all {piritual light is derived: And in his 
preaching, he gave fuch a perfpicuous account of the order 
and dependence of divine truths, and fo happily applied 
the {criptures to confirm them, that every fubject by his 
management was cultivated and improved. His difcourfes 
were fo clear and convincing, that none, without offer~ 
ing voluntary violence to confcience, could refift their 
evidence. His doGrine was uncorrupt and pure, the 
truth according to godlinefs. He was far from a guilty vile 
intention, to proititute that facred ordinance for the ac- 
quiring any private fecular advantage. Neither did he 
entertain his hearers with impertinent fubtilties, empty 
notions, intricate difputes, dry and barren without pro- 
duétive virtue : But as one that always had before his eyes 
the great end of the miniftry, the glory of GOD, and 
the Etvation of men, his fermons were direéted to open 
their eyes, that they might fee their wretched condition as 
finners, to haften their flight from the wrath to come, to 
make them humbly, thankfully and intirely receive Chriff, 
as their prince and all-fufficient Saviour; and to build 
up the converted in their moft holy faith and more excel- 
Jent love. In fhort, to make them true chriftians emi- 
nent in knowledge, and univerfal in obedience. As the 
matter of his fermons was defigned for the good of fouls ; 
fo his way of expreffion was proper to that end. His ftyle 
‘was not exquifitely ftudied, not confifting of harmonious 
periods, yet far diftant from vulgar meannefs. His ex- 
preffion was natural and free, clear and eloquent, quick 
and powerful, without any fpice of folly, and always 
{uitable to the fimplicity and majefty of divine truths. 
His fermons afforded fabftantial food with delight, fo 
that a faftidious mind could not difrelifh them. e ab- 
horred a vain oftentation of wit, in handling facred things; 

fo venerable and grave, and of fuch eternal confequence. 
His fervor and earneftnefs in preaching was fuch, as might, 
foften and make pliant the moft ftubborn obdurate fpirits. 
His talent did not confift only in voice, like that of fome, 
who labor in the pulpit as if the end of preaching were 
for the exercife of the body, and not for the profit of 
fouls: But this man of GOD was inflamed with an holy 
zeal; and from thence fuch ardent expreffions broke 
forth, as were opable of procuring attention and confent 
jn his hearers, He fpake, as one that had a living ae 
within 
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within bim of divine truths. From this union of 2zcal 
with his knowledge, he was excellently qualified to con- 
vince and convert fouls. The found of words only ftrike 
the ear; but the mind reafons with the mind, and the 
heart {peaks to the heart. He was no fomenter of fac- 
tion, but ftudious of the public tranquillity. He knew 
What a bleffing peace is, and wifely forelaw the per- 
nicious confequences that attend divifions. By peace, the 
bond of harmony, the weakeft things are preferved and 
profper; but where difcord reigns, the ftrongeft are near 
toruin. The heayenly confent in the primitive church, 
was a principal caufe of its miraculous increafe and flou~ 
vifhing ; but after diffeations prevailed among chriftians, 
that was deftroyed in a fhort time, which was built by 
the divine union and heroic patience of the primitive 
chriftians. And the glorious beginnings, that promifed 
the reformation of all Europe, were more obftructed b 
the diffenfions of fome employed in that blefled work, 
than by all the power and fubtilty, the arms and artifice 
of Rome itfelf. May that Saviour, who did by his precious 
blood reconcile heaven and earth, fend down his fpirit to 
infpire that wifdom which is pure and peaceable, that thofe 
who agree in the fame principles of faith, in the fame 
fubitantial parts of worfhip, in aflerting the fame indif- 
penfible neceffity of holinefs, may receive one another 
in love! 

If we confider him as a chriftian, his life was anfwera- 
ble to his dogtrine. His refolute contempt of the world 
fecured him from being wrought upon by thofe low mo- 
tives, which tempt fordid fpirits from their duty. He 
would not rafhly throw himfelf into troubles, nor /pretd 
confcientid (at the expence of his confcience) avoid them, 
His charity was eminent in procuring fupplies for others, 
when in mean circumftances himfelf. But he had great 
experience of GOD’s fatherly provifion, to which his 
filial confidence was correfpondent. His converfation in 
his family was holy and exemplary, every day inftrua- 
ing them from the feriptures in their duty. His humility 
was great. He was deeply affected with the fenfe of his 
frailties and unworthinefs. He confidered the infinite 
purity of GOD, the perfe@tion of his law the rule of 
our duty, and by that humbling light difcovered his 
manifold defeé&ts. “He expreffed his thoughts to an inti- 
mate friend a little before his death, to the following ef- 
fe&t: «If the holy prophets were under ftrong impref- 
fions of fear, upon the extraordinary difcovery of the di- 
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wine prefence, how flall we poor creatures appear before 
the holy and dread Majeity? Jjeiak, after his glorious 
vifion of GOD, refleéting upon himicif as not retired 
and parified from the commerce and corruption of the 
world, breaks forth, ee is me, for Lam undone} becaufe 
Tam a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midj of a 
people of unclean Lips; for mine eyes have feen the King, the 
‘Lord of Hofiss Yt is infinitely terrible to appear defare 
GOD the judge of ail, without the proteétion of the blood 
of fprinkling, that {peaks better things than the blaod of Abel, 
and without the fpotle/ robe of the lamb of GOD tor our 
jultification beforethe throne !” This alone relieved him, 
‘and fapported his hopes. ‘Though his labors were abun- 
dant, yet he knew that the work of GOD, paffing through 
our hands, is fo blemifhed, that, without an appeal to 
pardoning merey and grace, in wl through Cir e/a 
we cannot ftand in judgement, This was the fubject of 
his laft public fermon. 

The atteftation of a fellow laboror in the Lord’s vine- 
yard, is expreffed in the following terms : ‘ He languifhed 
many months, but prefuming he fhould be tao ftrong for 
his infirmity, negledted it, till at Jat it became infupera- 
ble and mortal. Many pathetical aggravations heighten 
our great and fenfible lofs; that fuck a faithful minifter 
of Ghrift fhould be taken away, whofe preaching was {fo 
powerful to repair the woful ruins of true godlmels and 
vital chriftianity in a degenerate age; whofe prudent pa- 
cific fpirit rendered him fo ufeful in thefe divided times, 
when, alas! profeffors of the fame religion are alienated 
from one another, as if they had been baptized with the 
waters of ftrife: ‘That before our tears were dried up for 
the lofs of other worthy minifters, the fountain of forrow 
fhould be opened again by this afliGing froke. But it 
becomes us to receive the difpenfations of providence 
with humble and quiet fubmiffion; to refe& upon our 
fins with an holy grief, that provoke GOD to remove 
fuch an excellent inftrument of his glory from us. Let 
us pray to the Lord of the harveft, that be will fend forth 
more luborers into it. “He was of a middle ftature as to his 
perfon, and of a fair and freth complexion, with a mix- 
ture of majefty and fweetnefs in his countenance. In his 
younger years, he was very flender ; but grew corpulent 
in his advanced age; not by idlenefs or excefs, for he was 
remarkably temperate, and unwesriedly diligent. He had 
naturally a little appetite, and generally declined all man- 
ner of featts; but a fedentary life, and the long con- 
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finctpent of the five-mile act, whych Lo nfd to compl 
of, htt broke Ins covtitut oa. | Pediips few men ot the 
age in which hey vad, had mare virtues, and fewer tle 
ings, or were nce ter: KiMte for general know kage, 
fearlefs meegrity. greet *ando- and wiidom, found jude: - 
ment, and natutal eloquence ; copious invention, and in- 
credible induftry, zeal for the glory of GOD, and good 
will to men, for ace ce and ufefulnefs in the world, 
and a clear unfpotgi.reputation, through a counle of 


many years, all parties. of, men,’ 

His Work. at A praéti¢al Expofttion on J/aiah liiis 
Il. On the Epiftle of James. IIT, Chtrthe Epiftle of Jude. 
TV. Smeétymnuas Rediovus ; an Anfteer to an humble Re~ 
monftrance. V. The Saint’s Triamph over Death; a 
Funeral Sermon for Mr. Chn iftepher, Lowe. Vi, our 
Sermons in the Morning Exercife againft Popery. VII. 
Several before Parliament on public Occafions.” After 
husDeath, ‘* VIJI, Twenty Sermons on the Pfalms, dis, 
&c. IX, Eighteen on 2 haf. ii, on the Growth and 
Fall of Antichrift, X. A piaétical Expofition on the 
Lord's Prayer, 8vs. XI. Several Difcourfes tending to 

romote Holinefs, 8vo. XII. Five Volumes of Sermons 
in folic, viz. Vol. 1, On the Whole exixth Pfala. Vol. 1. 
‘Twenty-feven Sermons on Marth. vy. Forty-five on John 
xvii. Twenty-four on Rem. vi. Forty-five on Rom. viiis 
and Forty on 2 Cox. v. Vol. IT. Sixty-fix Sermons on 
Heb. xi. A Treatife on the Life of Faith, A Treatile 
on Self-denial.. Several Sermons on the Lord’a Supper. 
Vol.IV. V, Seleét Sermong on feveral Texts.” 
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ATTHEW POOLE, an eminent nonconformift 
M minifter, was fon of Francis Poole, Kiqy of Dork, 
y his wife, daughter of alderman Joppin, int that city, 
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he publifhed a piece in 12m. entituled, « The Blafpherter 
lain with the Sword of the Spirit: Or, a Plea for the 
Godhead of the Holy Ghoft, wherein the Deity of the 
Spirit is proved, againft the Cavils of John Biddle.” In 
-1657; in that a& at Oxford, when the protector Cromwell 
relied that chancellorfhip, and was fucceeded therein 
by his fon Richard, our Author was incorporated mafter 
of arts of that univerfity, and on the firft of Apri/, the 
following year, he projeted a plan for. maintaining at 
thofe places fome choice ftudents defigned for the miniftry. 
In 1659, he wrote a letter, in one theet 4¢0. to the lord 
Charles Fleetwood, which was delivered to him on the 
thirteenth of December, in reference to the juncture of af- 
fairs at that time. In the fame view of {upporting the: 
prefbyterian power, he publithed alfo that year, in 4/2. his 
“© Qua Warrante: A moderate Debate about the preach- 
ing of unordained perfons : Election, Ordination, and the 
Extent of the minifterial Relation, in vindication of the 
Jus Divinum Miniflerii, from the Exceptions of a late 
iece entitled, The Preacher fent.” In the title-page of 
is Quo Warrant it is {aid to be written by the appoint- 
ment of the provincial affembly at London. In Yo60 he 
took a fhare in the Morning Exercife*, which was then 
fet up by thofe of the London clergy, who were thus pu- 
ritanically inclined, The fame year he printed a fermon 
upon Fobn iv. 23, 24. preached before the lord-mayor of 
Eondon, againft re-eftablifhing the liturgy of the church 
of England {; and refufing to comply with the act of uni- 
formity 


® Among the fermons publithed in the volumes of this Exercife, 
there is one of our Author's upon the fatisfaétion of Cérifi; another 
about the right method of application to the fick for their good, on the 
part of minifters and people ; a third upon detraétion ; and a fourth 
againft an external and infallible judge in the church of GOD, in that 
again popery. 

‘T It was preached at St. Paul’s on the twentieth of Auguf! this year, 
and printed with the title of Evangelical Obedience.” In the preface, 
he declares his printing it was occafioned by feveral calumnies catt on 
him about it; one of which was, fays he, that I withed their fingers 
might rot that played upon the organs. In anfwer to this he alledges, 
that he only expreffed bis diflike of organs under the head, that carnal 
worthip is a great obftru€tion to edification ; and the falvation of fouls, 
he fays, was by other things. «* Better al! the organs in the world ta 
be broken, than onc foul loft." And agaia, in fpeaking to the diftrac- 
tion bred by this way to fpiritual worhhip, which ought to be done 
without ditraStion, be writes thus: * The more inveiglements there 
are to fente, the more difadvantage to the fpirit. To inftance in one 
thing, T appeal to the experience of any ingenuous perfon, whether 
curiofity of yeice and mutica] founds in churches does not ease 

fancy: 





POOLE, 44r 


formity in 1662, he incurred an ejectment from his rec- 
tory; uport which occafion he printed a piece in Latin, 
entitled, ‘* Vox clamantis in deferto.” However, he tub- 
mitted to the law with a commendable refignation. Being 
unmarried he was free from the charge of a family, and 
enjoying a paternal eftate of one hundred pounds per annum, 
he fat down to his ftudies, refolving to employ bis pen in 
the fervice of religion in general, withcut regard to the 
particular difputes among proteftants. In this view, 
meeting with fuitable encouragement from all parties, he 
drew the defign of a very laborious and ufeful work, and 
printed a fpecimen, which was approved particularly by 
Dr. Lightfoot, who alfo offered him affiftance in the work, 
Te was publifhed by him in_1669, and the following years, 
under the title of * Synopfs Criticorum Bibliorum.” 

In the midft of this employment he found Icifure to 
teftify his zeal againit popery, in a treatife concerning the 
infalibility of the church, printed in 1666, 8y0. which 
was followed by another the next year, 8vs. entitled, 
«¢ Dialogues between a Popith Prieit and an Engli/h Pro~ 
teftant, wherein the principal Points and Arguments of 
both Religions are truly propofed, aod fully examined.” 
Befides thefe, he wrote a Seafonable Apology for Religion, 
on Matth xis 14. London, 1673, 4te. The firft of thefe 


fancy with a carnal delight, and engage a man’s ear and moft diligent 
attention unto thofe fenlible motions and audible founds, and there= 
fore mut neceflarily, in great meafure, recall him from-fpiritual com- 
munion with GOD; feeing the mind of man cannot attend to two 
things at once with all it's might [to each,] and when we ferve GOD 
we muft do it with all our might. And hence it is, that the anticnts 
have, fome of them, given this rule; that even vocal finging [in 
churches] fhould not be too curious, fed legenti fimiliter quam canenti: 
And Paul hinuteif gives ita wipe, Eph. v. 19. Speaking to yourjelves in 
pfalms, and kymus, and fpiritual fongs, making melady in your bearts 
to the Lord.” We thought it not forcign to the delign of thefe me- 
moirs, to retail fo much of our Author's difcourfe, as a specimen of his 
abilities in the way of argument, which is part of the charaéter of his 
genius as a preachers and in the fame view the following initance is 
produced, to thew of what kind were his perfuative talents, In yecount- 
ing the figns of a carnal heart, in the fpiritual worship of GOD, he 
Bives this for one: “¢ When you come to a fermon, what is moft pleaf- 
ng to you? what do yau like bes, and hear with the greateft attention ? 
Is it fome florid and clegant expreffion, fome high and unufual notion, 
fome hiftorical paflage, fume acute fentence, and the like? or is it a 
fpiritual difcourfe ? a fin-difcovering, and foul-affetting, and heart. 
breaking paflage?” He had juft before complimented his brethren the 
diffenters, upon account of thefe concerns, as humble clofe-waiking 
chriftians. This fermon was reprinted in 1698, in 4fo3 with the 
the title of A Reverfe to Mr. Oliver's Sermon of Spiritual Worhhip.” 
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pieces was reprinted in 1679. And the fame year he ob- 
ferved his name in the lift among thofe that were to be 
cut off, printed in the depofitions of Zitxs Oates concern- 
ing the popifh plot; and an incident which befel him not 
Jong after, gave him fo great an apprehenfion of his dan- 
er, that he thought proper to retire into Holland, where 
Ee died this year, about the middle of O@oter, not with- 
out fome fufpicion of being poifoned. The incident was 
this, Having paffed an evening at alderman 4/ferf?s, he 
took one Mr. Choricy to bear him company home. When 
they came to the narrow paffage, which leads from Cherk~ 
enwell to St. Fobx’s-court, there were two men ftanding 
at the entrance; one of whom, as Mr. Poole came along, 
cried out to the other, ‘ Here he is;’ upon which the 
other replied, ¢ Let him alone, for there is fomebody 
with him.’ As foon as they were pafled, our Author 
afked his “friend, if he heard what thofe men faid; and 
upon his anfwering that he had, ‘ Well, replied Mr. 
Poole, T bad been murdered to-night, had you not been 
with me.” It is faid, that before this incident, he gave not 
the leaft credit to what was faid in Oates’s depofition, 
His body was interred in a vanlt which belongs to the 

Englifo merchants at Amferdam. 
jis Worxs, Befides what he peblifhed, be left be~ 
hind him a manufcript of Englif annotations on the holy 
{eripture, which being carried on to the prophecy of 
Tfaiab, the goth and 6oth chapters were afterwards added 
by Mr. Fack/on of Moulfey; and feveral perfons, who were 
friends to our Author’s memory and religious fentiments, 
joined in undertaking to complete the whole according 
to his plan, of the following fhares, Dr. Collings drew 
‘up the notes on the reft of Ijaiah, Feremiah, and Lamen- 
tations; as alfo thofe on the fonr Evangelifts, the two 
epiftles to the Corinthians, and that to the Galatians, thofe 
to Timothy, Titus, Philemon, and the Revelations ; Ezekiel, 
and the minor prophets, were done by Mr. Hurf?; Daniel 
by Mr. Cooper ; the 44s by Mr. Vinke ; the epiftle to the 
Romans by Mr. Mayo; to the Epbefans by Mr. Veale ; 
to the Philippians and Colofians by Mr. Adams; to the 
Hebrews by Mr. Obadiah Hughes ; the epiftle of St. Fames, 
the two of St. Peter, and that of St. Jude, by Mr. Veale ; 
and the three epiftles of St. Fobn by Mr. Howe. Thefe 
annotations were printed at fon in 1685, in two vols, 
folio, And bythefe authors, we are toldin the preface, ¢ thar 
“they had taken out of Mr. Pook’s Synopfs, as much as 
‘was proper for his deftgn in this work, and made ufe of 
a great 
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a great number of other authors; fome of which he left 
out, or very little confidered in his Sywopfs, upon a de- 
fign to make ufe of them in this Engi/b work ;’ and to 
this purpofe it is obfervable, that he exprefsly declares he 
had not brought Calvin into his Synopfs. Dr. Calamy in- 
forms us, that ¢ while he was engaged in both thele la~ 
borious works ; his common rule was to rife very early 
in the morning, about three or four o’clock ; and take a 
raw egg about eight or nine, and another about twelve, 
and thei continue his ftudies till the afternoon was pretty 
far advanced, when he went abroad, and {pent the even- 
ing at fome friend’s houfe im chearful converfation, In 
which he obferves he was very facetious, as well as very 
true to his friend.’ Andto crown his character, the fame 
writer adds, that he was alfo very #tridt in his piety, and 
univerfal in his charity, As to his learning, Mr. Wood 
tells us, he left behind him the character of Clariffimus 
Criticus & Cafuifia. 


ee 
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TEPHEN CHARNOCK, one of the greateft 
men in the church. of Chrif, with refpe& to his 
depth, clearnefs, and accuracy in true divinity, was born 
in the year 1628. He was the Author of thofe unparal- 
leled difcourfes on the Exiftence, Attributes, and Proyi- 
dence of GOD, with a courfe of excellent fermons on 
Regeneration. On thefe fubjects, they have no equal in 
our language ; and it is a ftriking evidence of the depraved 
and frivolous tafte of the prefent age, that thefe admira- 
ble volumes are almof univerfally neglected. It is the 
honor ef fome few of our divines to know the worth of 
them, and to ftudy them with attention and delight. The 
beft account we can give of this divine muft be taken 
from ‘Dr. Calamy, and Mr, Cherngck's funeral fermon, 
preached by Mr. Jobnfon. 

Dr. Calamy, in the fecond volume of his account of 
ejected minifters, © 57, fpeaks thus: * Mr. Stephen 
Charnock, B.D. fe of Emanuel-college in Cambridge, 
and afterwards fellow of New-college, in Oxford. He 
was fenior proctor of the univerfity in 1652, and managed 
that office with great honor and reputation ; and was much 
applauded for his exercifes at the a&, From thence 
he went into Jreland, where he lived in the family of 
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Henry Cromwell, and that with abundant refpe&t ; at which 
time he ufed to preach on Lerd’s days, in the afternoon, 
in the city of Dublin; and had all the gentry and perfong 
of quality in the city for his auditors. ‘This continued 
till K. Charies’s reftoration ; a little after which, he re- 
turned into England, and {pent fifteen years in and about 
London, following his ftudies without any fixed fettled em~- 
ployment; taking now and then a turn beyond the feas 
into France or Holland. At length he became paftor of a 
congregation in London, and was much admired as 4 
preacher by the more judicious part of mankind ; but not 
popular nor much followed, becaufe of his difadvantage~ 
ous way of reading with the help of a glafs. He was a 
very confiderable fcholar, and an eminent divine. His 
natural parts were excellent ; for he had a ftrong reafon, 
& great judgement, ‘and a curjqus fancy (which rarely 
meet) joined together. His improvements by diligence 
and induftry were unvfual. There was no part of learn- 
ing of any moment which he had not an infight into. 
And his love was as large as his knowledge ; for his bene- 
volence was univerfal, and his love took in whatfoever 
perfor or thing had any thing lovely in it.’ 
* He pablifhed nothing while hg lived, but a fermon of 
*¢ The finfulnefs and cure of thoughts, in the fapplement 
to the morning exercife at Cripplegate :” But various things 
of his were printed after his death, in two volumes in 
folios which are valued by all that are judges of good 
Senfe or divinity. ‘They are indeed no other than his or- 
dinary performances, his ufual fermons in his common 
cours 3 and they were tranfcribed from his notes; and 
cannot therefore but want that perfection and beauty, 
they would have had, if he had bimfelf fent them to the 
prefs. And yet (to fpeak modeftly) they are not equal- 
Jed by many but exceeded by few if any. “His preach- 
ing was moftly practical, yet rational and argumentative, 
to his hearers underftandings as well as affeCtions; and 
where controverfies came in his way, he fhewed great 
acutenefs and judgement in difcuffing and determining 
them, and no lets {kill in applying them to practice, 
‘There is befides the two folios, an offave publifhed by the 
fame perfons, containing fome of his fermons on our natu- 
ral enmity againft GOD, and the finner’s falvation, 
which are of a piece with the others. He died at London, 
July the twenty-feventh, 1680, aged fifty-two.” 
© His funeral fermon was preached by Mr. Fohn Fobn~ 
fir, who had been‘his fellow collegiate at Gambridgt, in 
16445 
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1644, when Mr. Charnock was only Gxteen years of age. 
In Dr, Calamy’s continuation, vol. iii, page 81, he gives 
this farther account of our Author. Mr. Fobufen’s tune- 
ral fermon for him was on Maith, xiii. 43. He (wha had 
been acquainted with him thirty-fix years) gave him an 
excellent charaéter ; and among other things faid, that he 
never knew a man in all his life, thar had attained near 
unto that dkill that Mr. Charnock had in the originals of 
the Oldand New Teftament, except Mr. Thomas Cawton. 
His library was burnt in the fire of London. It was only 
in his latter years, when his memory began to fail him, 
that he penned and read his fermons werbatim: But in his 
younger days, he ufed no notes in the pulpit.’ 

In the preface to his funeral fermon Mr. Fobnfon writes 
thus: § He was, as to manners and depostment, venerable 
and grave, like an aged perion from his youth: Then well 
trained up, and learned in all the wifdom, couched under 
foreign Janguages: In-his dkill in both the originals of 
facred writ, the wifdom taught by the holy languages, 
was he inftructed, and fo augmented and grew ripe as in 
years. He was the rational houfe of GOD, Chriff’s tpi- 
ritual building, the temple of the Holy Ghoft, framed 
and made up of orthodox dottrines and good works. A 

erfon really transformed into the very image of GOD 
imfelf. Always ferving the only true and living GOD, 
as becomes fucha GOD, All the work wherein he em- 
ployed and exercifed himfelf with diligence, {kill and con- 
ftancy, was love to GOD and fouls. His fife he exa- 
mined and fquared until it was exact according to the rule 
of GOD’s word, His gravity not with affectation in the 
leaft ; His very filence was more efficacious many times 
than his own, oftentimes than the fpeech of others, But all 
his minifterial fervice always fuch as brought down fire 
from heaven upon the fpiritual facrifices. The doétrines he 
fet before hishearers for food and phyffic, were mott divine, 
~ whom he never directed into any way of truth, wherein 
he had not walked before them. Chrif's moft fruitful 
vine overfpread the walls of his auditory ; well hung with 
lovely clufters, and flourifhing with pleafane fruit of all 
the falutary doctrines of the gofpel, whence minilters 
and others carried home bafkets full to rejoice the hearts 
of new born babes, which they were to bring up for 
Chri, Herein lay his eminency. He had refigned all 
into the hands of his Lord and Saviour, who had received 
him, viz. his eftate, reputation, health, life, and what- 
ever might be for his comfortable being here, even his 
learning 
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learning. and learned difcourfes, enjoying thus much of 
all thefe things, that he overlooked them, and had where- 
with he might make it appear how much he efteemed 
Chrift before them, 
©In all his fermons, prayers, converfation, gofpel- 
light appeared to each that had any thing of the fpirit of dif- 
cerning ; and love did abound more and more in know- 
‘Jedge, in ali judgement and experience. How would he 
deeply fearch into, and prove things that differ, and allow 
only what he found pure and excellent, whereby he might 
make himfelf, others fincere, without offence, and to be 
filled with the fruits of righteoufsefs, For this | had him in 
my heart, at my firft acquaintance with him in Cam- 
bridge, thirty-fix. years fince, 1644. I found him one 
that, Fefiah Tike, had turned to the Lord with all his heart, 
all his foul, and all his might, and none like him which 
did more endear him to me. How had he hid the word 
of GOD in a fertile foil, a good and honeft heart, which 
made him flee youthful lufts, and antidoted him againft 
the infe@tion of youthful vanities. His ftudy was his re- 
creation, The law of GOD all his delight. Had he it 
not, think ye, engravenon his heart? He was as choice, 
circumfpect, and prudent in his election of fociety, as of 
books to converfe with; all his delight being in fuch as 
excelled in the divine art of directing, fasthering, and 
quickening him in the way to heaven, the love of Chri? 
and fouls. Moft choice he was of the minifters that he 
would hear. What he learnt from books, converfe, or 
fermons, he prayed over till he was delivered into the 
form of it, and had Chrif’'s grace and the fpirit formed in 
him. True, he bad been in darknefs, and then full of 
doubtings, fears, and grievouily peftered with tempta- 
tion, It is in the night the ferpent crawls forth, Alas, 
he was to be trained up, as he might counfel and comfort 
others ; but GOD vouchfafed to dart fuch rays into his 
heart, as gave the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
GOD in the face of the perfon of Fe/us-Chrif, So was 
he made light in the world, and, believing on Chrif? and 
GOD in him, filled with inward peace andcomfort. He 
was a found believer, and oft faid, he efteemed his own 
righteoufnefs as none at all, nor would he be found in it ; 
it was impure, imperfeét, defiled, All his defire was, 
to be found in Chri, and arrayed with the fine linen, 
clean and fhining, the righteoufnefs of the faints. 
«One excellency of this eminent divine lay in his know- 
ledge, belief of, and the foundnefs of his Judgement, io 
clear 
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élear unto the underflanding of others, fundamental 
truths, viz. concerning the frft covenant, the apoftafy 
and defection of our firft parents, by which term the fa- 
thers, in the primitive times, judicioufly delighted to de- 
Tineate the fall of 4dum, and ours inhim, The firft pro- 
mife concerning Chriff, the feed of the woman, and that 
before the judiciary fentence paft; the covenant of re- 
demption ; the new covenant of grace; which filled up 
the greateft room in his head, heart, meditations, prayers 
and difcourfes, the nature of original fin, want of origi- 
nal righteoufnefs, corruption of nature, impoffibility of 
being juitified by the law, by works, juflification by 
Chrift, by faith in him, the fufferings of Chrif, regene- 
ration, &c. and the love of GOD in all. How oft have 
we found him magnifying and adoring the mercy, love, 
and goodnefs of GOD, the freenefs, and the riches of his 
grace, in giving the promife before the fentence, givin, 
Corift, vighteoufnefs, and faith in him? O! faid 2 of 
to this effect, the grace of GOD! the freenefs, and ex- 
ceeding riches of his grace, who is rich in mercy for his 
great love, wherewith he hath loved us ! He was pleafed 
to make us vefféls of grace and mercy, when he might 
have made us veffels of wrath ! That ever the Lord fhould 
have thoughts of mercy on fuch finful creatures, fuch 
vile wretches, worfe than worms or toads! they have 
poifon in them, but no enmity againt GOD. that 
GOD thould give his Chri? for us, to us, and faith in 
in Chrift/ both work it and preferve itin us. Yea, he 
was one that lived by faith, and he is gone to receive the 
end of it, the falvation of his foul. He was no Solifidian, 
(i.e. one who is for faith alone without works, or one 
who pleads for a dead faith) but being fanétified in part, 
truly righteous. 

‘ Having infofed habits of grace and righteoufnefs in 
him, light and love, faith and hope, inclining him to 
walk in new obedience, and worthy of the Eord, unto 
all pleafing. Knowledge, without which the heart is 
not good, He knew the grace of GOD in truth, and, 
through grace, had treafured up a large ftock of tav- 
ing, folid, practical, experimental knowledge, which fur- 
nifked him with great abilities, not only to convince 
gainfayers, which crept in as new lights, of their broach— 
ing old errors} but to give knowledge and difcretion to 
weaker chriftians, and to illuminate and inftrué the righ- 
teous. Many able minifters loved to fit at his feet, for 
they received by one fermon of his thofe inflraétions, 
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which they could not get by many books, or fermons of 
others. His heat and zeal for the honor of GOD, and 
the good of fouls, was proportioned to his light; he was 
as much a burning as a fhining light.’ 

In Southwark, where feven or cight, in that little time 
Providence continued him there, owned their converfion 
under GOD to his miniftryy and wear the feals and let- 
ters teitimohial thereof. ‘Then in the univerfity of Ox- 
ford and adjacent parts, After in Dublin, where it might 
be faid of his, as it was of the Lord’s preaching in the 
land of Zabulon, The people which fat in darknefs faw great 
light, and to them which fat in the region of the foadow of death 
light forang up. And laftly, in this great city, where his 
fphere, being not {pacious enough for fo great a light, 
was enlarged. Here he intended to have given forth a 
complete body of divinity; but alas! after he had de- 
monftrated the being and exiftence of GOD, his fun fet 
before he had gone over all his tranfcendent excellencies 
and perfeétions. The Jaft fubje@ he treated on and fi- 
nifhed, was the Patience of GOD. He was looking what 
to fay next of the mercy, grace, and goodnefs of GOD, 
which he is gone to fee and to admire; for he found that 
which he moft looked and longed for, the mercy of our 
Lord Fis unto eternal life in heaven, where he fhines 
now. Indeed all the while he was upon the attributes of 
GOD, he moved with that extraordinary ftrength and 
celerity, it was an argument of his near approach unto 
his centre, his everlafting reft; and if it be true, as fome 
fay, that the foul doth promincre in morte, his words were 
too true prediétions, and from his foul, when he faid, 
«« ‘That concerning divine patience would be his lait fer- 
mon ; which the Lord grant might prove falvation to all 
that heard him !” 

To this character, given by his old friend and colleague, 
may be fubjoined another by the editors of fome of 
his Pofthumous Pieces, Mr. Richard -4dams and Mr, 
Edward Veal, who appear to have been well acquainted 
with Mr. Charnock. 

He was (fay they) a perfon of excellent parts, ftrong rea~ 
fon, great judgement, and (which do not often go together) 
curious fancy, of high improvements, and general learning, 
as having been all his days a moft diligent and methodical 
fiudent, and a great redeemer of time, refcuing not only 
his reitlels hours in the night, but his very walking time 
in the ftreets from thofe impertinences and fruitlefs ya- 
nities, which do fe cuftomarily 4ll up men’s minds, and 
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fteal away their hearts from thofe better and more noble 
objeéts, which do fo juftly challenge their greateit re- 
gards: This he did by not only carefully watching (as 
every good chriftian fhould do) but conitantly writing 
dowa his thoughts, whereby he both governed theth bet- 
ter, and furnithed himftlf with many materials for bis 
moft elaborate difcourfes. His chief talent was his preach- 
ing gift, in which, to {peak modeftly, he had few equals. 
‘To this therefore, as that for which his Lord and mafter 
had beft fitted him (neglecting the praétice of phyfic, in 
which he had arrived at a coniiderable meafure of know~ 
ledge) he did efpecially addi& himfelf, and dire& his 
fiudies, and even wheo’ Providence denied him opportu- 
nities, yet he was ftill laying in more ftock, and prepar- 
ing for work againft he might be called to it. When he 
was in employment, none that heard him, could joftly 
blame his retirednets, he being even when moft private, 
continually at work for the public ; and had he been lefs 
in his Qudy, he would have keen lefs liked in the pulpit, 
His library, furnifhed (though not with a numerous, 
yet) a curious colledtion of books, was his workhoufe, 
in which he labored hard all the week, and on the Lord’s= 
day made it appear he had not been idle; and that though 
he confulted his privacy, yet he did not indulge his floth. 
He was fomewhat yeferved where he was not well ac- 
uainted; otherwife very free, affable and communica- 
tive where he underftood and liked his company. He 
affected not much acquaintance, becaufe he would efcape 
vifitants, well knowing how much the ordinary fort of 
friends were apt to take up of his time, which he could 
ill fpare from his beloved ftudies, meeting with few that 
could give him better entertainment with their company, 
than he could give himfelf alone. They had need be 
very good, and very learned, by whofe converfe he could 
gain more than by his own thoughts and books. He was 
atrue fon of the church of England, in that found doc- 
trine laid down in the articles of religion, and taught by 
our moft famous antient divines and reformers; and a 
real follower of their piety, as well as a ftrenuous main- 
tainer of the truth they profeffed. His preaching was 
moftly practical, yet rational and argumentative, to his 
hearers underftandings, as well as affections; and where 
Controveriies came in his way, he fhewed great acutenefs 
and judgement in difcuffing and determining them, und 
no lefs ikill in applying them to prattice : So that he 
was indeed a workman that needed not to be afbamed, being 
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able by found dottrine, both to exhort and convince gain-/ayer). 
Some have thought his preaching too high tor vulgar 
heaters, and it cannot be denied but hie gifts were fuited 
to the more intelligent fort of chriftians; yet it mu 
withal be faid, that if he were fometimes deep, he was 
never abftrufe ; he hardled the great myfteries of the gof- 
pel with much clearnefs and perlpicuity ; fo that if in his 
preaching he were above moit, it was only becaufe mbik 
were below him. Several contiderable treatifes on fome 
of the moft important points of religien, he finithed in 
his ordinary courfe, which he hath left behind him, in 
the fame form he ufually wrote them for the pulpit. 

To this may be added the teitimony of a more modern 
writer. * I have met (fays the Jate Mr. op/ady) with 
many Treatifes on the Divine Perfeétions: but with none, 
which any way equals That of Mr. Charnock. Perfpi- 
cuity, and Depth 5 metophy heal Sublimity, and evange- 
tical Simplicity ; immenfe rnivg, and plain, bue irre 
fragable, Reafoning ; confpire to sender that Performance 
one of the moft ineftimable Productions, that ever did 
Honor to the fanétify’d Judgement and Genius of an 
Human Being. If I thought myfelf at all adequate to 
the Tatk, I would endeavor to circulate the Outlines of 
fo rich a Treafure into more Hands, by reducing the 
Subftance of it within the Compats of an Ofavo Volume. 
‘Was fuch a Defign properly executed, a more important 
Service could hardly be rendered to the Caufe of Reli- 
gion, Virtue, and Knowledge. Many People are frigh- 
tened at a Folio of more than 800 Pages, who might have 
both Leifure and Inclination to avail themfelves ot a well- 
digefted Compendium,’ 


THOMAS GOUGE. 


HE following extraordinary charaéter of this extra- 

I ordinary man was drawn by the famous Dr. Ziifot- 
fon, when dean of Canterbury, and is taken trom bis fa- 
‘neral fermon, preached at St. Aune’s, Blackfriars, Nevem- 
ber ath, 1681. 

«I mutt confefs (fays Dr. Tillotfon) that I am no friend 
to funeral panegyrics, where there is nothing of extraor- 
dinary worth and merit in the party commended, to give 
occafion and foundation for them : In fuch cafes, as praifes 
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are nat due to the dead, fo they may he of ill confequence 
to the living: Not only by bringing thofe of our profel- 
dion, that make a aac of it, under the fuipicion of 
officious and mercenary flattery ; but likewife, by encou- 
raging men to hope, that they allo may be well fpoken of, 
and even fainted when they are dead, though they fhould 
have done little or no good in their life: But yet on the 
other hand, to commend thote excellent perfons, the vir- 
tues of whofe lives have been bright and exemplary, is 
snot only a piece of juftice due to the dead, bat a o 

great charity to the living ; fetring a pattern of well-doing 
before our eyes, very apt and powerful to incite ang en- 
courage us fe £ and do likewife. Upon both thefe confi- 
derations, firit, to do right to the memory of fo good a 
man, and then, in- hopes that the example may prove 
fruitful, and have a confiderable effect upon others, to 
beget the like goodnefs and charity in them, { thal! en- 
deavor, in as narrow a compais as may be, to give you 
the juft charagter of this truly pious and charitable man 5 
and by fetting his life in a true light, to recommend with 
all the advantage I can, fo excellent a pattern to your 
imitation, 

He was born at Bow near Stratford, in the county of 
Middlefex, the nineteenth day of September 1605. He 
was bred at Eton fchool, and from thence chofen to King’s- 
rollege, in Cambridge, being about twenty years of age, in 
the year 1626, After he had finithed the courte of his 
ftudies, and taken his degrees, he left the univerfity and 
his fellowfhip, being prefented to the living of Co//den near 
Croydon in Surry, where he contimed about two or three 

ears; and from thence was removed from St. Sepulebre's 
in Loudon, in the year 1638; and the year after, thinking 
fit to change his condition, matched into a very worthy 
and antient family, marrying one of the daughters of Sir 
Robert Darcy. Being thus fettled in this large and popu- 
lous parith, he did, with great folicitade and pains, dif 
charge all the parts of a vigilant and faithful sminifter, 
for about the {pace of twenty-four years. For betides 
his conftant and weekly labor of preaching, he was very 
diligent and charitable in vifiting the fick, and miniftering, 
not only fpiritual counfel and comfort to them, but like- 
wife liberal relief, to the wants and neceffities of thofe 
that were. poor and deftitute of means to help themfelves 
in that condition. He did alfo every morning through~ 
out the year, catechife in the church, efpecially the poorer 
fort, who were generally moft ignorant; and to engou- 
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age them to come thither, to be inftructed by him, he 
aid once a week, diftribute money amnong them, not upon 
certain day, but changing it on purpofe as he thought 
good, that he might thereby oblige them to be conftantly 
prefent: Thefe were chi the more aged poor, wha 
deing paft Jabor, had leifure eno to attend upon this 
exercife, As for the other fort of poor, who were able 
to work for their living, he fet them at work upon his 
‘own charge, buying flax and hemp for them to fpin; and 
what they {pun, he took off their hands, paying them for 
their work, and then got it wrovght into cloth, and fold 
jt as he could, chiefly among his friends, himfelf hearing 
the whole lofs. And this was a very wife and well-chofen 
way of charity, and in the good effect of it, a much 

eater charity, than if he had given thefe very perfons 
Freely, and for nothing, fo much as they earned by their 
work ; becaufe by this means he took many off from beg 
‘ging, and thereby refcued them at once from two of the 
moft dangerous temptations of this world, idlenefs and 
poverty; and by degrees, reclaimed them to a virtuous 
and induftrious courle of life, which-enabled them after~ 
wards to live without being beholden to the charity of 
others *, . 

«I muft content myfelf (fays archbifhop Tillotfon) ta 
‘pafs over many things worthy to be remembered of Mr. 
Gouge, and to fpeak only of thofe virtues of his which 
‘were more eminent and remarkable. Of his piety towards 
GOD, which is the neceflary toundation of all other 
graces and virtues, I fhall only fay this, that it was great 
and exemplary, but yet very ftill and quiet, without ftir 
and noife, and much more in fubftance and reality, than 
in Shew and oftentation ; and did not confiit in cenfuring 
and finding fault with others, but in the due care and go- 
vernment of his own life and actions, and in exercifing 
himlelf continually to have a confeience void of offence toward 
GOD, and toward men; in which he was fuch a proficient, 
that even after long acquaintance and familiar conver(a- 
tion with him, it was nor eafy to obferve any thing that 
might deferye blame. He particularly excelled in the 


_ * It was this plan fo happily devifed and in which Mr. Gouge was fo 
fuccefsfal in his own parithy that gave the firk hint to the worthy Mr. 
‘Thomas Firmin in forming his famous work of the fime naturc, but 
a much larger feale. “This plan was profecuted for marty years in 
Leadon with fuch 2cal and fucceis, that many hundreds of poor chil- 
Gren and others who lived idle before, and unprofitable both té them- 
felves and the public, were mainjained at work and taught wg earn theig 
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imore peculiar virtues of converfation, in modefly, bumi- 
lity, mecknefi, chearfulagfs, and in kindnefs erg to- 
wards all men So great was his modefty, that it never 
appeared either by word or ation, that he put any value 
upon himfelf. This I have often obferved in him, chat 
‘the charities which were procured chiefly by his applica 
tion and induftry, when he bad occafion to give an ac- 
count of them, ie would rather impute to any one who 
had but the Jeaft hand, and part in the obtaining of them, 
than affume any thing of it to himtelf. Another inftance 
of his modeity was, that when he had quitted his living 
of St. Sepudebre's, upon fome diflatisfa@ion about the 
terms of conformity, he willingly forbore preaching, fay~ 
ing, “* There was no need of him here in Lendox, where 
there were fo many worthy minifters ; and that he thought 
he might do ae much, or more good, in another way, 
which could give no offence.” Only in the latter years of 
his life, being better {atisfied in fome things he had doubted 
of before, he had licence from fome of the bifhops to 
‘preach in Wales in his progrefs; whieh he was the more 
willing to do, becaufe in fome places, he faw great need. 
of it; and he thought he might do it with greater advan- 
tage, among the poor people, who were the more likely 
to regard his inftructions, being recommended by his great 
charity, fe well known to them, and of which they 
had fo long had the experience and benefit. But where 
there was no fuch need, he was very well contented to 
hear others perfuade men to goodnefs, and to practice it 
himfelf. 

« He was cloathed with bumility, and had ina moft emi- 
nent degree, that srnament of a meek and quiet [pirit, which 
St. Peter fays, is in the fight of GOD of & reat price: So 
that there was not the leaft appearance either of pride or 
paffion in any of his words or actions, He was not only 
free-from anger and bitternefs, but from all affected gravity 
and morofenefs. His converfation was affable and plea- 
fant; he had-a wonderful ferenity of sind, andevennets of 
temper, vifible in his very countenance; he was hardly 
ever merry, but never melancholy and fad 5 and for any 
thing I could difcern, after a tong and intimate acquaintance 
with him, he was, upon all occafions and accidents, ‘perpe~ 
twally the fame ; always chearful, and always kind; of a 
difpofition ready to embrace and oblige alt men ; allowing 
ethers to differ from him, ever'in opinions that were very 
dear to him; and provided men did but fear GOD and work 
righteoufueft, he loved them heartily, how diftant feset 
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from him in judgement about things lefs neceflary : In all 
which, he is very worthy to he a pattern to men of all 
perfeations whatioever. But that virrae, which of all 
other fhone brighteft in him, and. was his moft proper 
and peculiar character, was his chearful and unwearied 
diligence in adts of pious charity. In this he left far be- 
hind him all that ever 1] knew, and, as | faid before, had 
a fingular fagacity and prudence, in devifing the moit 
effeStual ways of doing good, and in managing and dif- 
poiing his charity to the beit purpofes, and to the greateft 
‘extent; always, if it were poflible, making it to ferve 
Some end of piety and religion ; as the inftruGtion of poor 
children in the principles of religion, and furnifhing 
grown perfons that were ignorant, with the Bible and 
other good books; firiétly obliging thofe to whom he 
gave them, to a diligent reading of them, and when he 
thad opportynity, exacting of them an account how they 
jhad profited by them.’ 

« In his ecgafional alms to the poor, ia which he was 
ery free and bountiful, the relief he gave them, was al- 
ways mingled with good cqunfel, and as great a tender- 
nels and compaffion tor their fouls as bodies ; which very 
often attained the good effeét it was likely to have, the 
one making way for the other, with fo much advantage, 
and men being very apt to follow the good advice of thofe 
awho give them in hand fo fenfible a pledge and teftimon: 
of their good will to them, This kind of chaity nuk 
needs be very expenfive to him; but he had a plentiful 
eftate fettled upon him, and lett him by his father; and 
he aid it out as liberally, in the moft prudent and effec- 
tual ways of charity he could think of, and upon fuch per- 
fons, as, all circumfances confidered, he judged to be 
the fitteit and moft proper objeéts of it. For about nine 
or ten years laft paft, he did, as is weil known to many 
here prefent, almoft wholly apply his charity to Wales, 
becaufe there he judged was mait occafion for it: And 
becaufe this was a very great work, he did not only lay 
out vpon it, whatever be cquld {pare out of his own 
eflate, but employed his whole time and pains, to excite 
and engage the charity of others for his afiftance in it. 
And in chis, he had two excellent defigns : One, to have 
poor children brought up to read and write, and to be 
carefully inftra@ed in the principles of religion: ‘The 
other, to furnifh perfons of grown age, the-poor efpeci- 
ally, with the neceffary helps and means of knowledge, 
as the Bjile, and other books of piety and devotion; in 

y theip 


T GOUGE 458 


their own language; to which end he procured the charch- 
catechifm, befides feveral other ufeful treatifes, fome of 
them to be trunflated into the Wich tongue, and greaz 
numbers of all them to be printed, and fent down to the 
chief towns in Wakes, to be fold at eafy rates, to thote 
that were able to buy them, and to be freely given, ta 
thofe that were not.’ 

« And in both thefe defigns, through the bleffing of 
GOD, upon his unwearied endeavors, he found very 
great fuccefs. For by the large and bountiful comtribu~ 
tions, which chiefly by his indnftry and prudent applica- 
tion, were obtained from charitable perfons, of al] ranks 
and conditions ; from the nobility and gentry of /Vales, 
and the neighbouring counties, and fevera} of that quality 
in and about London; from divers of the right reverend 
bithops, and of theclergy ; and from that perpetual foun- 
tain of charity the city of London, led on, and encouraged 
by the moft bountiful example of the right honourable 
the lord mayor, and the court of aldermen ; to all which 
he conftantly added two thirds of his own eftate, which, 
as I have been credibly informed, was two hundred pounds 
ayear: I fay, by ull thefe together, there were every 
year eight hundred, fometimnes a thoufand poor children 
educated, as 1 faid before; and by this example, feveral 
of the moft confiderable towns of ¥uics, were excited to 
bring-up, at their own charge, the like number of poor 
children, in the like manner, and under his intpection 
and care. He likewife gave very great numbers of the 
books above-mentioned, both in the /Felcb and Englifh 
tongues, to the poorer fort; fo many as were unuble to 
buy them, and willing to read them. But which was the 
greatait work of all, and amounted indeed to a mighty 
charge, he procured a new and very fair impreffion of the 
Bible and liturgy of the church of England in the Welch 
tongue, the former impreffion being tpent, and hardly 
twenty of them to be had in all London, to the number of 
eight thoufand; one thoufand whereof were freely given 
to the poor, and the reft fent to the principal cities aiub 
towns in /Vales, to be fold to the rich, at very reafonable 
and low rates, viz. at four fhillings a piece, well bound 
and clafped; which was much cheaper than any Englifh 
Bible was ever fold, that was of fo fair a print and paper: 
A work of that charge, that it was not likely to have 
been done any other way; and for which this age, and 
perhaps the next, will have great caufe to thank GOB 
en his behalf.” ‘i 
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© In thefe good works, he employed all his time, artd 
care and pains, and his whole heart was in them ; fo that 
he was.very little affected with any thing elfe; and feldom 
either minded, or knew any thing of the firange occur- 
rences of this troublefome and bufy age, fuch as I think 
ane hardly to be parralleled in ahy other: Or if be did 
mind them, he {carce ever {poke any thing about. them, 
For this was the bufinefs he laid to heart, and knowing it 
to be fo much, and {0 certainly the will of his heaven! 
Father, it was his meat and drink to be doing of it: ‘And 
the good fuccefs he had in it, was a continual feaft to him, 
and gave him a perpetual ferenity, both of mind and-coun- 
tenance. His great love and zeal for this work, made all 
the pains and difficulties of it feem nothing to him: He 
would rife early, and fit up late, and continued the fame 
diligence and induftry to the laft, though he. was in the 
threefcore and feventeenth year of his age. And that he 
might manage the diitribution of this great charity with 
his own hands, and fee the good effect of it with bis own, 
eyes, he always once, but ufzally twice a year, at his 
own charge, travelled over a great part of Wales, none 
of the beft countries to travel in: But for the love of 
GOD and men, he endured all that, together with the 
extremity of heat and cold, which, in their feveral feafons 
are both very great there, not only with patience, but 
with pleafure. that all things confidered, there have 
not, fince the primitive times of chriftianity, been many 
among the fons of men, to whom that glorious character 
of the Son of GOD, might be better applied,. that be 
went about doing good.’ 

© For fevers years before he died, without any other 
confideration but that of charity, he employed his con~ 
tant pains in catechifing the poor children of the hofpital 
of Chrift-church in London; wifely confidering of how 
great confequence it was to this city, to have the founda~ 
tions of religion well laid in the tends eure of fo many 
perfons as were afterwards to be planted there in feveral 
profeffions; and from a true humility of mind, being 
ready to ftoop to the meaneft office and fervice to do 
food. I have often heard (adds the Archbifhop) from an 
mrimste friend of his that he would fometimes with great 
pleafure fay, “ That he had two livings which he would 
not exchange for two of the greateft in England,” meaning 
Wales and Chriff's-hefpital: Contrary to common ac- 
count, he efteemed every advantage of being ufeful and 


ferviceable to GOD ang men a rich benefice, and ofa bit 
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beft patrons and benefactors, not who did him good, but 
who gave him the opportunity and means of doing it. 
I will add but one thing more, concerning our deceafed 
brother; that thongh he meddled not-at all in our prefent 
heats and differences as a party, having much better things 
to mind; yet, as a looker on, he did very fadly lament 
them ; jad’ for feveral of the laft years of his life, he 
continued in the communion of our church, and, as he 
himfelf told me, thought bimfelf obliged in conicience 
fotodo. It fo pleafed GOD, that his death was very 
fudden ; and fo fudden, that, in all probability, he biméelf 
hardly perceived it, when it happened ; for he died in his 
fleep 3 fo that we may fay of him, as it is taid of David, 
afr Be bad feroed bis generation, according t0 the will of 
GOD, he fell afleep.’ 

He died Ofober 29, 1681, in the feventy-feventh year 
of his age, and was buried at St. Anne's, Black-friars3 
where at a little diftance from the vault, by the ichool- 
houfe door, (founded by Mr. Joyce, and by his confent), 
is erected a large marble pilafter, on which is the follow- 
ing infcription ; and which, but through miftake, fhould 
have been fubjoined to the life of Dr. /Villiam Gouge. 


«¢ Near this marble in the place which before the fire of 
© London was the porch of the church of St. Mune, 
“© Black-friars, lie interred the bodies of 

“6 Dr. William Gouge, minifter of this parith 46 years, 
«¢ who died December 12, 1653, aged 79. 

«“ Mr. Thomas Gouge, eldeft fon of the faid Do€or, 
¢€ fome time minifter of St. Sepudchre’s church, who died 
«¢ Odlober 29, 1681, aged 77. 

“© With Anne Gouge his wife who died December 3, 
* 1671, aged 55. 

“ William Gouge Eq, eldeft fon of the faid Mr. Thomas 
* Gouge, who died Ogfober 13, 1706, aged 64. 

«‘ This monument was ereéted by Mrs. Meliora 
“« Profile only child of the faid William Gouge Efqe 
« and wife of William Preflley of Wild-Hill, in the 
© county of Hertford, Efq. in pious memory of her 
«¢ dear father and worthy anceftors.” 


The Reader will recolle&, concerning this highly 
favored parifh, that not many years before Dr. /Miliiam 
Gouge was its excellent paftor. ‘The prefent time, through 
GOD's great goodnels, will be no EG memorable, tha 
any which bath pafled over it, for both the ability and fuc- 
cefs with which the gofpel hath been deliyered in t 
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place by its prefent moft valuable and faithful Incumbent 
and Le@urer. 

There hath been alfo another eminent minifter of this 
name among the Diffenters, who died in Fanuary 1700, 
and whom Dr. Watts hath honored by an elegant poem 
in his Hore Lyrica.” 

Mr. Tiniothy Rogers M. A. who colleéted our Author's 
works, before in feparate treatifes, and publifhed them 
in one volume, fays, in his preface, ‘ This excellent fer- 
vant of Chrif? not only Spake for his great and good Mal- 
ter whilit he was alive, but now he is dead he alfo {peaks 
for him, though not from the pulpit, but the prefs; and 
hath fown the feed which fhall arife to a glorious harvefi 
A mighty firain of ferioufnefs runs through all the writ- 
ings of this good man. A catholic {pirit, and a zealous 
concern for moderation among ProresTanTs of all 
perfuafions does every where fhew itfelf; as he was in a 
remarkable degree very moderate, fo would have his rea- 
ders to be.—His detign in his works is manifeftly this, 
that the readers fhould not difpate much, but live well; 
as knowing that there is a greater amiablenefs in charit 
than in controverfy : That quiet and heavenly grace will 
abide, when the noife and hurry of this difagreeing world 
is over—-Whilft I read his pra@tical writings I am, as it 
were, in a houfe well furnithed, where there is every 
thing for the convenience and delight of life; there wants 
nothing here to compofe an entire body of religicn in its 
beauty, power, and extent.’ 

‘The following are the titles of the feveral treatifes con- 
tained in his Works. ‘1. A Word to Sinners: Anda 
Word to Saints. Ul. The Principles of Chrittian Reli- 
gion explained to the capacity of the meaneft, with Prayers 
for Families, and on: other Occafions. Li, The Sureft 
and Safett Way of Thriving : Or, a Conviction of that 
grand Miftake in many, * That what is given to the Poor, 
is a Lofs to their Eftate ;? which is dire@ly contrary as 
to the Experiences of the Charitable; fo to the Telti- 
mony of GOD's Spirit in divers Places of Scripture: As 
Prov. xis 2 Ibs xix. 17. Luke vis 38. Pfale xxxvii. 26." 
*Vhere are feveral large Prefaces to this Treatife; one by 
Pie Owen, one by Thomas Manten, a third by /Villiam 

ates, anda fourth by Richard Baxter. “IV. Chriftian 
-DireGtiohs, fhewing how to walk with GOD all the Dav 
Tong. With a Dedication to the Inhabitants of St. Sepai- 
chre's, thesvhis Parifhioners ; dated December 20th, 1660. 
V. The-Chriftian Houfholder. Fa/>. xxiv. 15. 4s for 
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ame and my boufe, we will ferve the Lord. V1. The Young 
Man’s Guide through the Wildernefs of this World, to 
the heavenly Canaan, isc. With a large Epiftle Dedica- 
tory tothe Youth of England, efpecially to thofe who are 
in or about the city of Loudox, VII. The Principles 
of Chriftian Religion, with Praétical Applications to 
each Head, ‘in two Parts, defigned as an Help to Family 
Catechifing ; with Prayers for Families and particular 
Perions. With an Epiftle Dedicatory to Parents and Go- 
vetnors of Families. The third of December, 1678, VIII. 
A Sermon on Good Works, wherein feveral Cafes of 
Confcience concerning Alms-giving are refolved. With 
an Epiftle Dedicatory to Mrs. Parthenia Lowman.” 


MONSIEUR HOMEL. 


HOMEL was Paftor of the proteftant church 
e at Vivaretz, in the province of Cevennes in 
‘ance; and was, with peculiar cruelty, broken upon 
the wheel at Tournon, acity in the fame province, O¢to- 
der 1683, The following account was written by an eye 
and ear-witnefs, who declared he had trembled, and his 
hair ftood upright, at the remembrance of ir. ; 
* T count myfelf happy, faid this Saint at his execu- 
tion, that I can die in my Mafter's quarrel.—Whiat ; 
Would my gracious Redeemer defcend from heaven to 
earth, that ] might afcend from earth to heaven? Would 
he undergo an ignominious death, that I might be pof- 
feffed of a moft bleffed life? Verily, if after all this, to 
prolong a frail and miferable life, I fhould lofe that which 
is everlafting ; fhould I not be a moft ungrateful wretch 
to my GOD, and a moft cruel oppofer of my own hap- 
pinefs ? No, no; the dye is caft, and I am immoveable 
in my refolution, I breathe after that hour, O when 
will that good bour come, that will put a period to my 
prefent miferable life, and give me the enjoyment of ane 
“which is infinitely bleffed? Farewell, my dear wife’: L 
know your tears, your continual fighs, hinder your hid- 
ding me, adieu. jon’t be troubled at this wheel upon 
which I muft expire: "Tis to me a triumphal chariot, 
which will carry me into heaven. I fee heaven opened, 
and my fweet e/us, with his outftretched arms ready to 
receive me; for he is the divine fpoufe of my foul. 
*< Tam Jeaving the world, in which is nothing but ad- 
yerfty, in order to getinto heaven, and enjoy everlatting 
Naa2 felicity. 
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felicity. You thall come to me; I fhall never come back 
to you. All! that I recommend to you is, to educate our 
dear children in the fear of GOD; andto be careful that 
they fwerve not from the way preferibed ta them in the 
holy {criptures. I have bequeathed them a little formulary 
for their inftruction, to the end that, if ever they be 
brought into the like condition with myfelf, they ‘ma 
undergo it courageoufly, and be confident in the goodnefs 
of our GOD, who will fend the divine Comforter to 
Strengthen them inall their {traits and diftrefles. Prepare 
them for fuffering betimes, to the end that in the great 
day, when we thall appear before the judgement feat of 
Chrifi, we may be able to befpeak him ; Lord, here we 
are, and the childven which thou haff gracioufly given us. 
Ah, I fhall never have done. Ah, why am hindered 
from departing ? Farewell, my dear people. ’Tis the laft 
farewell I fhall ever give you. Be ftedfait ; be fixed; and 
know that I never preached to you any thing but the pure 
truth of the gofpel, the true way which leads to heaven.” 
Somebody telling him, that he had fpoke too much: 
*¢ How! faid he, have I fpoke too much? 1] have fpoken 
nothing but the very truth. I have neither fpoken nor 
done any thing that is in the leaft injurious to the facred 
majefty of our auguit Monarch; but, on the contrary, I 
have always exhorted the people, committed by the Lord 
to my charge, to render thofe honors which are due to 
our king. I have taught them, that our lives and for- 
tunes are at his difpofal, and that we are bound to employ 
them in the defence of his eftate and crown, But as for 
our confciences, we hold them of our GOD, and muft 
keep them for him.” Then his judges, turning from 
him, ordered the executioner to do his office; which 
thereupon he did, by breaking his arms and his legs. 
And being then demanded, whether he would die a Ro- 
man catholic ? He anfwered, ** How, my lords! Had it 
been my defign to have changed my religion, I would 
have done it before my bones had been thus broken to 
pieces. I wait only for the hour of my diffolution, 
Courage, courage, O my foul! Thou fhalt prefently 
enjoy the delights of heaven. And as for thee, O my 
poor body, thon fhalt be reduced to duft; but it is for 
this end, that thou mayeft be raifed a fpiritual body. 
Thou shalt {ee things that never entered into the heart of 
man, and which are in this life impofftble to be conceived.” 
Again addreffing himfelf to his wife, he faid, “ Farewell 
once more, my well-beloved fpoufe: I am waiting for 
. you. 
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you. But know, though you fee my bones broken to 
thivers, my {oul is replenifhed with inexpreffible joys.” 

Every fimb, member, and bone of his body were 
broken with the iron bar forty hours before the execu- 
tioner was permitted to ftrike him upon the breaft, with 
a ftroke which they call Le coup de grace, the blow af 
mercy ; that death-ftroke which put an end to all his 
miferies. 





JOHN -OWEN, DD. 


HE following account is extraéted from the Me- 
moirs of his Life prefixed to an edition of his 
works in folio, and appears to have been written by thofe, 
who were intimately acquainted with our Author, and 
whofe principles were fimilar to his own, 

This_very eminent Divine was fecond fon 6f Henry 
Owen, Efq. originally of Dolgelly itn Meorioneth/hire, North 
Fates, and was born at Stadham in Oxford/bire, where his 
father was minifter, in the year 1616, He had fuch an 
extraordinary genius, and made fo quick a proficiency in 
his ftudies at Ehool, that he was very carly ripe for the 
univerfity, being admitted into Quecn’s-college at about 
twelve years of age, and when he was but nineteen, com- 
menced mafter of arts, 1635. He purfued his ftudies 
with incredible diligence, allowing himfelf for feveral 
years not above four hours fleep in a night; fo that he 
foon had made a confiderable progrefs in learning. Some- 
times he would, for the benefit of his health, ufe fome 
recreations, but chiefly fach as were violent and robuit, 
as leaping, throwing the bar, ringing of bells, and {uch 
like exercifes. While he continued in the college, his 
whole aim and ambition was to raife himfelf to fome emi- 
nence in church or ftate, to either of which he was then 
indifferent. It was his own acknowledgment fince, con- 
cerning himfelf, that being naturally of an afpiring mind, 
affeting popular applaufe, and very defitous of honour 
and preferment, he applied himfelf very clofe to his ftu~ 
dies, to accomplifh thefe ends he had fo much in view; 
and he was ready to confefs with fhame and forrow, that 
then the honor of GOD, or ferving his country, other- 
wife than he might thereby ferve himfelf, were moft re- 
mote from his intentions. His father having a large fa- 
mily, could not afford him any confiderable maintenance 
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at the univerfity, bat he was Hberatly fupplicd by an 
uncle, one of his father’s brothers, a gentleman of a fair 
eltate in Wales; who having no children of his own, de- 
tigned to have made him his heir. He lived _in the col~ 
lege till he was twenty-one years of age, from which 
time he met with extraordinary changes, which through 
the unfearchable. wifdom of GOD, turned to his great 
advantage, and made way for his future advancement, 
and eminent ufefulnefs. “About this time Dr. Laud, 
archhithop of Canterbury, and chancellor of Oxford, im- 
pofed feveral fuperftitious rites on the univerfity upon 
pain of expulfion, Mr. Owen had then received fuch 
ight, that his confeience would not fubmit to thofe im- 
pofitions ; however temporal intereft might plead for his 
compliance, yet other more weighty confiderations of a 
religious nature prevailed ; for now GOD was forming 
impreffions of grace upon his foul, which infpired him 
with a zeal for the purity of his worship, and what he 
thought to be reformation in the church, This change 
of his judgement foon difcovered itfelf upon this occafion, 
and was oblerved by his friends, who thereupon forfook 
him as one infeéted with Puritani/m ; and upon the whole, 
he was become fo much the object of refentmnent from the 
Laudenfian party, that he was forced to leave the college. 

We muft remember that about this time he was alfo ex- 
ercifed with many perplexing thoughts about his fpiritual 
fiste, which joined with outward difcouragements, threw 
him into a deep melancholy, that continued in its extre- 
mity for 2 quarter ofa year ; during which time he avoided 
almoft all manner of converfe, and very hardly could be 
induced to {peak a word, and when he did fpeak, it was 
with fuch diforder as rendered him a wonder to many, 
‘Though his diftrefs and melancholy did not abide in that 
violence, yet he was held under very great trouble of 
mind, and grievous temptations for a long time, and it 
‘was near five years before he attained to a fettled peace ; 
in which fpace the all-wife GOD, who defigned him for 
fach eminent fervice, was perfecting his converfion, and 
at Jatt brought forth judgement unto vidtory. His very great 
troubles and diftrefles of foul were fucceeded with a great 
degree of laiting ferenity and joy, which more than re- 
compented his paft forrows and difficulties. 

When the wars in England broke out, he owned the 
parliament’s caufe, which his uncle, who had maintained 
him at the college, being a zealous royalift, fo vehemently 
refented, that be turned him at once out of his favor, a 
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tled his eftate upon another, and died without leaving him 
any thing. He lived then as chaplain with a perion of 


honor, who, though he was for the king, uted him with 
eat Civility; but he going at Jaft to the king's army, 

r. Owen lett his houfe, and came up to London: Ke 
took lodgings in Charter-benje Yard, where he was a perfct 
ftranger. At this place we muft coniider him as not yet 
freed from his melancholy and {piritual troubles 5 but now 
we may obferye the wonderful method GOD took to 
work a perfect cure on his mind, and eafe him of all his 
fears and forrows : And it was thus, He went one Lord’s 
day with a Mr. Owen, a confin of his, to Aldermanbury 
church, with expeétation of hearing Mr. Culamy. He 
waited for his coming up into the pulpit, but ac length it 
was known that Mr. Calamy was prevented by fome extra- 
ordinary occafion; upon which many went out of the 
church, but Mr. Owen refolved to abide there, though 
his coufin would fain have perfuaded him to go and hear 
Mr. Fackfon, then an eminent preacher in the city; ir 
not being certain whether there would. be any perfon to 
fupply Mr, Calamy’s place. Mr, Owen being well feated, 
and too much indifpofed for any farther walk, he refolved 
after fome ftay, if no preacher came, to go to his lodg- 
ings. At laft there came up a country minifier to the 
pulpit, a ftranger not only to Mr. Owen, but to the pa- 
rifh ; who having prayed fervently, took for his text 
thefe words, Why are ye fearful, O ye of littl faith ¥ Natth. 
viii, 26. The very reading of the words farprized Mr. 
Owen, upon which he fecretly put up a prayer, that GOI 
would pleafe by him to fpeak to his condition; and his 
prayer was heard; for in that fermon the minifter was 
directed to anfwer thofe very objections which Mr. O:vew 
had commonly formed againft himfe!f: And though be 
had formerly given the fame anfwers to himfelf without 
any effect, yet now the time was come when GOD de- 
figned to fpeak peace to his foul; and this fermon (though 
otherwife a plain familiar difcourfe) was blett for the re- 
moving of all his doubts, and laid the foundation of that 
folid peace and comfurt which he afterwards enjoyed us 
Jong as he lived. 

It is very remarkable, that Mr. O:ven could never 
come to the knowledge of this minifter, though he made 
the moft diligent enquiry. During his abude atthe Char 
ter-haufe he wrote his book called, ** A Difplay of Arm 
nianifm 3” which met with fuch acceptance, as made w. 
for his advancement. It-came out in 1642, a very fea- 

fonable 














484 J OWweEN 


fonable time, when thofe errors had fpread themfelves 
very much in this nation; fo that the book was the more 
taken notice of, and highly approved by many. ‘There 
were fome confiderable perfons who had a juft fenfe of 
the value of this work, and did not fail to give real and 

articular marks of their refpeét to fo learned an Author. 
For foon after the publifhing of it, the committee for 
purging the church of fcandalous minifters, paid fuch a 
regard to it, that Mr. White, chairman of that commit- 
tee, fent a fpecial meflenger to Mr. Owen, to prefent him 
the living of Fordham in Effex; which offer he the more 
chearfully embraced, as it gave him an opportunity for 
the fated exercife of his miniftry: He went thither to 
the-great fatisfaction, not only of that parifh, but of the 
country round about. He continued at this place about 
a year anda half, where his preaching was fo acceptable, 
that people reforted to his muniitey from other parithes ; 
and great was the fuccefs of his labors in the reformation 
and conyerfion of many, through the hand of the Lord 
that was with him. Soon after he came to Fordbam, he 
married a gentlewoman (whofe name we know not) by 
whom he had feveral children, all which the Dotor out 
lived. In 1644 he publifhed his difcourfe, ‘* Of the Duty 
of Paftors and Peoples! 

Upon a report that the fequeftred incambent of Ford- 
bam was dead, the patron, who had no kindnefs for Mr. 
Quwen, prefented another to the living; whereupon the 
people at Coggefially a market town about five miles from 
thence, earneifly invited him to be their minifter; and 
the earl of Warwick, the patron, very readily gave him 
the living ; which favor of opening a door for preaching 
the gofpel, in that place, he thankfully acknowledged 
for hete he taught a more numerous and judicious con~ 
gregation, feldom fewer than two thoufand, where he 
found the people generally fober, religious, and difcreet. 
A very fervent affection was cultivated between minifter 
and people, to their mutual joy and fatisfaction; and 
here alfo he met with great fuccefs in his miniftry, and 
with the univerfal approbation of the inhabitants, and of 
the country round about. Hitherto Mr. Owen had fol- 
lowed the prefbyterian way ; but he was put upon a more 
diligent enquiry into the nature of church government 
and difcipline. After a due fearch and ftudy upon this 
head, he was fully convinced that the congregational way 
was moft agreeable to the rule of the New Teflement. 
His judgement in this matter has been printed, with the 
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féveral reafons for it, in two quartos. Several minifters 
of the prefbyterian denomination were diffatished with 
this change of Mr. Owen’s judgement, and particularly 
Mr. Cawdry reproached him very wohandfomely, to 
whom he gave a much more civil anfwer. He had formed. 
a church at Cogge/ball upon thefe congregational prin- 
ciples, according to his own light, which continued long. 
The worth of fo great a man, fo eminent a light, could 
no longer be concealed; his fame and reputation {pread. 
both through city and country. He was fent for to 
preach before the parliament: ‘This fermon is entitled, 
*© A Vifion of tree Mercy, &c.” on Afs xvi, t1. April 
29, 1646. He pleads for liberty of confcience and mo= 
deration towards men of different perfuafions, é&c. in an 
«¢ Effay for the practice of Church-government in the 
Country,” which he fubjoins to that fermon. In the 
year 1643 he publifhed his book, entitled Salus eleforum, 
fanguis Fefu : Or, The Death of Death in the Death of 
bret a He dedicated this book to Robert earl of War= 
wick, where he pays his tribute of thanks to his lordfhip 
for that privilege of opening the door for his preaching 
the gofpel at Cogzefball; and in his Preface to the Reader 
he tells us, <¢ Fae this performance was the refult of 
more than feyen years ferious enquiry into the mind of 
GOD about thefe things, with a perufal of all which he 
could attain, that the wit of men in former or later days 
hath publifhed in oppofition to the truth.” It is a noble 
undertaking carried on with all the vigor of argument and 
Jearning, of which he himfelf was fo confcious, that 
though the moft modeft and humble of all writers, yet 
he fcrupled not to declare, that ‘* He did not believe he 
fhould live to fee a folid anfwer given to it.” 

Colchefter was about this time befieged, and lord Fairfax, 
general of the parliament’s forces, quartering at Cogge- 
Soall fome days, he became acquainted there with Mr. 
Owen, and likewife four commiffioners fent by the houfe 
down into Effex, to look after their affairs in that county, 
entered into a converfation with him. About this time 
alfo he became known to Cromwell, who happened to hear 
him preach and folicited his friendfhip. He acquainted 
Mr. Owen with his intended expedition into Jreland, and, 
defired his company to refide there in the college at Dub- 
Hing but he anfwered, the charge of the church at Cogge- 
frail would not permit him to comply with his requeft : 
‘Cromwell was not fatisfied with the objection, and would 
have no denial; but at laft from defires he proceded to 
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commands, and refolved he fhould go; at the fame tinw 
telling him, that his younger brother (whom he dearly 
loved) was to go as ftandard-bearer in the fame army: 
He not only engaged his brother to perfuade him to a com~ 
pliance, but alfo wrote to the church at Cogee/hall, to 
defire leave that he might go with him to Jreland; which 
letter was read publicly amongft them, yet they were ut- 
terly unwilling to part with him on. this occafion ; but at 
Tength Cromwell told them plainly, he muf and fhould 
go. Mr. Owen confulted feveral minifters about it, and 
they all agreed in their advice for his going; upon which 
he prepared for his journey, not with the army, but more 
privately. He arrived at Dublin, and took up his lodg- 
ings in the college, preaching there,. and overfeeing the 
fairs of that eminent fchool of learning. Here he ftaid. 
about half a year, and, with Cromwell's leave, returned 
into England, and went to Coggefbail, where he was joy- 
fully received. He had fcarce time to take breath there, 
being foon after called to preach at Whitehall, which or- 
der be obeyed. 
Tn September, 1650, Cromwell required Mr. Owcn to 
© with him into Scos/and, but he being averfe to this. 
Journey alfo, the General procured an order of parlia- 
ment, which left no room for any objections. He ftaid. 
at Edinburgh about half a year, and then returning into 
England, he went once more to his people at Cogge/hall. 
‘There are two fermons printed which he preached, the 
one at Berwick, and the other at Edinburgh, entitled, 
** ‘The Branch of the Lord, the Beauty of Zion,” upon 
Ifa. Wis 7. for mine boufe fball be called a houfe of Broyr for 
all people. He hoped upon his return to Cogge/hall after 
this journey, to have ipent the remainder of his days 
there; but he muft now leave his private fervice of belfig: 
overfeer to a congregation in the country, to prefide over 
a college in Osfore, and after that over the univerfity 
Shite: ate firlt intelligence he had of this matter was 
one of the weekly newfpapers at Coggefhalls where 
he read words to thie cea: « The i anni into 
confideration the worth and ufefulnels of Mr. Fohu Owen, 
ftudent of Quee’s-college, mafter of arts, has ordered 
that he be fettled in the deanery of Cbriff's-college iw 
Oxford, in the room of? &c. and foon after he received a. 
letter trom the principal ftudents of that college, figni- 
fying their detire of his coming, and their great fatistac- 
tion in the choice the houfe had made of him to be their 
dean, With the confent of his church he went = Ox- 
‘ont 
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ora, and fettled there, in the year 1651, and in the fol- 

lowing year he was chofen vice-chancellor of that uni- 
verfity ; and admitted September 26, 1652, in which of- 
fice he continued fucceflively five years. About this 
time alfo he was diplomated doétor of divinity. He took 
-care in managing this truft, to reftrain the Toots, to en= 
courage the fober and pious, to prefer men of learning 
and induftry ; and under his adminiftration it was vifible, 
that the whole body of that univerlity was reduced into 
good order, and flourifhed with a number of excellent 
fcholars, and perfons of diftinguithed piety, 

‘When men are advanced to places of power and autho- 
rity, they often difcover a magitterial air, and feverity of 
temper towards inferiors, and generally incline to be par= 
tial in the diftribution of their favors ; but we find a very 
different temper and carriage in the Doétor while he fat in 
this chair of honor: Among the feveral inftances of his 
amoderation, fweetnefs of di{pofition, and withall of his 
wifdom and gravity, which adorned him in the difcharge 
of his office, we may take thefe few. It is well known 
tbat then the prefbyterian way was generally embraced and 
practifed, Pt the perfons with whom he moit of all con- 
verfed in the univerfity, were of that judgement: The 
wice-chancellor has a power of difpofing of feveral vacant 
Jivings, and at that time there were many fuch; and rhofe 
that tell into his hands he generally gave to prefbyterians: 

Nor was he ever wanting to oblige even the epitcopal 

arty, whom he fiffered to meet quietly, about three 

undred every Lord’s day, over-againft his own door, 
where they celebrated divine fervice according to the li+ 
turgy of the church of Engdand; and though he was often 
urged to it, yet he would never give them the leaft di- 
turbance ; and if at any time they met with oppofition or 
trouble on that account, it was from other hands, and al- 
ways againft his mind, ‘This moderation of temper in 
the exercife of power, gained him the love and refpect of 
the moft; yet we muft obferve alfo, that he would not 
fuffer authority to be flighted, when there was occafion 
to affert it. But while he reftrained the loofe and difor~ 
derly, he failed not to thew kindnefs to the fober and in- 
genious, He was hofpitable in his houfe, generous in his 
favors, charitable to the poor, efpecially to poor fcholars, 
fome of whom he took into his family, and maintained 
them at his own charge, giving them academical education. 

The Doétor’s government, as vice-chancellcr, took 
tip a great part of his time, together with other avoca- 
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tions which daily atrended him in that ftation ; yet not- 
withftanding he redeemed time for his Audies; preaching 
every other Lord's day at St. Mary's, and often at Stad~ 
bam, and other places in the country, and moreover he 
wrote fome excellent books, of which we hall take notice 
in their order. Inthe year 1654 he publithed his book of 
«© The Saint’s Perfeverance,” in anfwer to Mr. ‘Yobn 
Goodwin's book, Redemption Redeemed. It is a maiter- 
piece of this kind, full of clofe and ftrong reafoning, 
whereby he has enervated all the fubtle arguments, and 
anfwered all the objections of the adverfary, confirming 
the truth by the force of fcripture evidence; and in the 
whole has given the world an example of a rare chriftian 
temper in the management of controverfy. His preface 
ives us an account of the entertainment this doétrine has 
ad in all ages; what acceptance or oppofition it has 
found among the profeffors of chriftianity, down to the 
time when he wrote: Thete is a great variety in this preface 
very ufeful, but chiefly calculated for the Jearned world. 
In 1655 he publifhed his book, Vindicie Evangelica 5 
Or, * The Myftery of the Gofpel vindicated, and Soci- 
nianifm examined,” which was chiefly defigned againft 
an Biddle, a Socinian, who had publifhed two Socinian 
‘atechi(ms of the fame nature with the Racovian, writ- 
ten by Valentinus Smalcius, which alfo the Doétor takes 
into examination, being willing to give a full confutation 
of Socinian errors. fe tells us in his Epiftle Dedicatory 
to the heads and governors of the colleges and halls in the 
univerfity of Oxford, that complaint being made to the 
honorable council, they fent for him, and required him 
to anfwer thefe Socinian Catechifms; that though fati- 
gued with very great labors lately, particularly in writing 
againft the Arminians, about the perfeverance of the 
faints, he yet chearfully purfued this performance: It is 
awork that may be jullly efteemed very accurate and ela- 
borate, wherein he has cut the finews of the Socinian 
caufe, and ftabbed it to the heart*. Hitherto the emi- 
nent learning, prudence, and piety of this great Man, 
had difplayed their luftre in a pablie and honorable fta- 
tion ; but the time was now come when he muft retire to 
‘a more private capacity, wherein he failed not to preferve 
and improve the fame excellent qualifications, and fpread 
his ufefulnefs both from the pulpit and the prefs. About 
this time he publithed that excellent book, entitled, 
This hath alfo been Gince performed with great ability by Dr. Jonathan 
Edwards of Combridge, in eer Prelervative again Se Ato. 
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s* Communion with GOD,” of which we need fay the 
lefs, fince it has for fo many years recommended itfelf tu 
the {piritual tafte of ferious and judicious chriftians: And 
in it the Author has given fufficient evidence, that he 
was himfelf very intimately acquainted with a life of com- 
munion with GOD, He was vice-chancellor of the 
‘oniverfity till 1657, when he gave place to Dr. Conant 3 
and in the year 1659, Dr. Edward Reynolds, afterwards 
bithop of Norwich, facceeded him in the deanry of Chri?- 
church: Nor can we wonder at thefe changes that hap- 
pened to a particular perfon, when fo great alterations in 
the whole government were moving on, till they iffued in 
the reftoration of K. Chartes Il. 

Tt would be beyond the defign of thefe Memoirs to en- 
ter upon the difputes which arofe between the Doétor and 
Mr. Baster relative to certain political affairs: The pur= 
pofe of thefe volumes is to prefent to view what was moft 
yaluable in good men of feveral denominations, burying 
jn oblivion (if pofiible) all thofe altercations, which, 
could we now know their minds, they would with to be bu« 
tied too. We may refleét with comfort, that they are all 
of one mind in their Father’s houfe above, and are now 
eternally fuperior to thofe little differences and diftinc~ 
tions, which perhaps too much occupied their infirmities 
below. The Doétor had now quitted his public ftation 
at Oxford, and retired to Stadbam, the place of his hirth 
in that county, where he was poffeffed of a good eftate : 
Here he liyed privately for fome time, till the perfecution 
grew fo kot, that he was obliged to remove from place to 
place, and at Saft came to Londo. All which time he 
was not idle, but employed his talents like a faithful fer- 
vant of Chrifi, in preaching as he had opportunity, and 
in writing feveral valuable and ufeful books, to ferve the 
common. intereft of religion and learning. In the year 
3661 he publifhed that elaborate and learned treatife, 
Qroroyouseve De naturd, ortu, progreffi & findio vera 
Theologie, which was afterwards reprinted at Bremen in 
Germany. Concerning the nature and defign of this 
book, we may take the account in his own werd: 
“ Premiffis que ad nomen——de ¢jus fiudio differtatio 
Prafat. ad finem. * In the former books of this treatile 
our defign (fays he) is to fet forth the firft rife of uur 
theology, the progrefs ir made in feveral degrees of di- 
vine revelation, together with the defection of many from 
jt, and their errors, and alfo the change of the worfhip of 
the church that had been cultivated according to the mile: 
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of that revelation; with the manifold apoftacy of the 
fame church, and its gracious reformation, even down to 
the lat and final rejection of the Fewife church; and 
through the whole we have obferyed the feries of the fe- 
veral events which we have difpofed into their fixed pro- 
per periods. In the purfuit of this defign many things 
moft worthy of our confideration did frequently occur, 
efpecially that famous reformation of the cif ehureh 
after the captivity by Ezra; upon which occafion we 
found it neceffary to difcourfe of many things relating to 
the antiquities and rites of that church, Lally, we have 
attempted to explain the true evangelic theology ; and 
there we have fhewn from the Scriptures themfelves what 
it is, and what is its diftinét nature, who are fit and pre- 
pared for the ftudy of it, who only may be fuppofed to 
attain to it, and by what means; what are the main ob- 
ftacles againft it; together with the nature, inftitution, 
and government of the church, which is founded upon 
it; and a differtation about the ftudy of this theology 
concludes the whole work.” From this account we may 
ealily perceive that this is a work of no {mall pains and 
time, containing a vaft compafs of reading, and variety 
of learning. 

The next year came out a book, called Fiat Lux, writ- 
ten. by Jobs Vincent Lane, 2 Franeifean friar; wherein, 
under the pretence of recommending moderation and 
charity, he with a great deal of fubtilty invites men over 
to the church of Rome, as the only infallible cure of all 
church divifions ; two impreffions of this book were 
printed off before the Dotor had feen it; at length it 
was fent him by a perfon of honor, who defired him to 
write an anfwer to it; which he did ina very fhort time: 
This anfwer bears the title of ‘* Animadverfions on Fiat 
Exux by a Proteftant ;” which being generally accepted, 
made the friar very angry, fo that he publifhed a theet or 
two by way of reply, which produced the Doétor’s an- 
fwer, entitled, A Vindication of Animadverfions on 
Fiat Lux,” to which never any reply was given. ‘There 
was fome difficulty in obtaining a licence for this laft 
book, when the bifhops who were appointed by att of 
parliament the principal licencers of divinity-hooks had 
examined it: They made two objections againft it. (1.) 
‘That upon all occafions when he mentions the evangelifts 
and apoitles, even St. Peter himfelf, he left out the title 
of Saint. . (2.) That he endeavors to prove, that it could 
not be determined that St. Petcr was ever at Rome. ae 

the, 








J}. OWEN. ays 


the firft, the Doétor replied, that the title of Evangeliit, 
or Apoftle, by which the Scripture names them, was 
Fouch more glorious than that of Saint; for in that name 
all the people of GOD were alike honored; yet to pleafe 
them he yielded to that addition; but as to the other ob- 
Jeétions, he would by no means confent to any alteration, 
unlefs they could prove him to be miitaken in his aifer~ 
tion, and rather chofe his book fhould never fee the light, 
than to expunge what he had written upon that fubject ; 
and in all probability it had never heen printed, had not 
Sir Edward Nicholas, one of his majctty’s principal tecre- 
taries of ftate, who was informed of this matter, wrote 
to the bifhop of London to licenfe it notwithftanding this 
objection, This book recommended him to the efieem of 
the ford chancellor Hyde, who, by Sir Buljirade Whitlocke 
fent for him, and acknowledged the fervice of his late 
books againit Fiat Lux; affuring him that he had deterved 
the beft of any Englifh proteftant of late years; and that, 
for thefe performances the church was bound to own and 
advance him ; and at the fame time he offered him pre- 
ferment if he would accept it: The chancellor moreover 
told him, there was one thing he much wondered at, that 
he being fo learned a man, and fo well acquainted with 
charch-hiftory, fhould embrace that novel opinion of in- 
dependency, for which, in his judgement, fo little could 
be faid, ‘he Dottor replied, that indeed be had fpent 
fome part of his time in reading over the hiftory of rhe 
church, and made this offer to his lordfhip, if he pleafedy 
to prove that this was that way of government which was 
practifed in the church for feveral hundred years after 
Obrift, againi any bifhop he thould think fit to bring to 2 
difputation with him upon this fubject. Say you fo (said 
the chancellor) then | am much miftaken. “Other dif- 
coutfes paffed between them, particularly about liberty of 
confcience ; The lord chancellor afked him what he would 
defire with refpe& to liberty and forbearance in the mat- 
ters of religion’: To which the doctor replied, “ That 
the liberty he defired was for proteftants, who affented 
to the dogtrine of the church of England.” Wow the 
chancellor related this paflage is not known, but in all 
probability from hence was that calumny raifed on the 
Doétor, as if he would have no other peifons permitted 
to live in England, which he never faid nor thought ; 
ea, upon all oceafions he has conftantly declared it as 
iis judgement, that no peaceable perfons holding the 
foundation of the chriftian faith, ought by the rule of the 
Scriptures, 
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Scriptures, or right reafon, to have any violence offered 
to them for their profeffion of religion in the exercife of 
their confciences towards GOD ; and though he had fuf- 
ficient reafon at that time to make his propofal for fuch 
proteftants, yet he did it not then, or at any time, with 
‘any defign of feverity on others, nor would give fo much 
as any tacit confent to the perfecuting of any peaceable 
perfons for the profeffion of their faith, and their wor- 
thipping of GOD according to their confciences. But 
notwithitanding all the good fervice he had done the 
church of England in his anfwers to Fiat Lux, he was 
ftill perfecuted from place to place, which perpetual 
trouble inclined him to think of leaving his native coun- 
try, having received an invitation from his brethren in 

few-England to come thither ; and in 1665 he made pre- 
parations for that voyage: But the providence of GOD 
diverted him from that purpofe: For now the dreadful 
plague was begun, which fwept_ away above one hundred 
thoufand; and the lamentable fire broke out in our me~ 
tropolis, that confumed fo great a part of it. 

The inhabitants of this land were ftartled by thefe 
awakening judgements of GOT), fo that there was a 
ceffation for fome time from the profecution ef the laws 
againit the diffenters ; and not long after his majefty’s de~ 
claration of indulgence to his proteftant-diffenting fub- 
jects came out, and licences, were granted to all, that de~ 
fired them, for public affemblies, all penal laws being 
fafpended. The Doétor, who had lived privately in 
London for fome years, went to vifit his old friends at 
Oxford, and to attend fome affairs of bis own eftate not 
far from thence; but, notwithftanding all his privacy, 
he was obferved, and intelligence was given of the very 
houfe where he lay: Upon which fome troopers came 
and knocked at the door; the miftrefs of the houfe came 
down and boldly opened the door, afking, What they 
would have? ‘Whe thereupon inquired of her, Whether 
fhe had any lodgers in her houfe ? Inftead of giving a di- 
re&t anfwer to the queftion, fhe afked, Whether they 
were feeking for Doctor Owen? Yes, faid they; fhe 
told them, He went from my houfe this morning be~ 
times. Then they immediately rid away: In the mean 
time the Doétor, who fhe really thought had been gone, 
{as he told her he intended) arofe and went into a field 
near the houfe, whither he ordered his horfe to be brought, 
and fo rode away prefently to London. Freth invitations 
were now given him to go to New-England, but he had 

too 
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too great a love for his native country, to quit it fo long 
as there was any opportunity of being ferviceable here ; 
whilf the liberty continued, he was affiduous in preach- 
ing ; and it was no fmall encouragement that now the 
people who had been awakened by the feveral judgements 
that they had felt in fo fenfible a manner, and convinced 
of the peaceablenefs of the nonconformifts, of enemies 
now became thetr friends and advocates; being ready te 
protect thofe whom they ufed to perfecute. Now the 
Doétor had opportunity of preaching publicly, and {et- 
ting up a le&ture, to which many perfons of quality and 
eminent citizens reforted ; and his time was filled up with 
other ufeful ftudies, which produced feveral valuable 
books, both learned and praétical. We have taken no- 
tice of fome of the moft contiderable, and intend to give 
an account of feveral others in their order, which may 
deferve a more particular obfervation. 

In the year 1668 he publifhed his excellent expofition 
of the cxxx Pfam. It was calculated for the fervice of 
poor diftreffed fouls in their depths of {piritual trouble 
there he has treated largely of gofpel torgivenefs ; and in 
the whole he has with all plainnels, yet with 2 moft pe- 
netrating fpiritual judgement, confulted the relief of fuch 
fouls, who of all perions in the world ftand moft in need 
of compaffion ; and we ‘hall only add that it is a book 
that has been bleft for the advantage and comfort of 
many, and ever grateful to the fpiritual tafe of all good 

erfons. In this year alfo he publifhed the firft volume of 

is expofition on’ the Epiftle to the Hebrews, and the 
three other followed in their order, the laft coming out 
in 1684. It is not eafy for us to give a full account of 
the value and ufefulneis of this work, it is filled with a 
great variety of learning, particularly rabbinical, which 
he has made ferviceable to give light into the fubje& mat- 
ter chiefly treated of in this Epiftle; and withall he has 
taken care to adapt his expofition to the fervice of the 
faith and comfort of chriftians, and to recommend the 
practice of the fubftantial duties of religion, fo that it is 
hard to fay, whether the {cholar or the divine thine 
brighteft, through this excellent work. He fpeaks of it 
himfelf in thefe words. ‘¢ It is now fundry years fince 1 
purpofed in myfelf, if GOD gave life and opporrunity, 
to endeavor, according to the meafure of the gift received, 
an Expofition of the Epiftle to the Hebrews; and in the 
whole courfe of my ftudies have not been without fome 
regard thereunto: But yet I muft now fay, that after all 
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fearching arid reading, prayer and affiduous meditation ox 
the text have been my only referve; careful 1 have bee 
as of my life and foul to bring no prejudicate fenfe'to the 
words, to impofe no meaning of my own, or other 
mens upon them, nor to be impofed‘on by the reafonings, 
pretences, or curiofities of any ; but always went nakedly 
to the word itfelf, to learn humbly the mind of GOD in 
it, and to exprefs it as he fhall enable me.” Befides the 
Expofition itielf there are very learned and accurate exer- 
citations, which ferve to illuftraie many difficult parts of 
Scripture, and to anfwer the defign of the whole work ; 
we fhall only obferve farther, that here the Doctor hag 
enumerated all the arguments, and anfwered all the main 
ebjections of the focinians, overthrown entirely their 
whole {cheme, and driven them out of the field ; fo that 
whoever reads this work needs fcarce any other for the 
affailing of their pernicious errors. About the fitting of 
the parliament, November 1669, Samuel Parker wrote hig 
difcourfe of Ecclefiaftical Polity ; and the power of the 
civil magiftrate in the matters of religion. To this Dr. 
Owen wrote ananfwer, Afterwards Andrew Marvell wrote 

againft Parker's book in a very witty fatirical way. 
There was nothing done this feffion of parliament 
againft the diffenters, but at their next meeting they 
drew up a feverer bill than ever, which with fome dif- 
ficulty was at length pait: When the bill was fent up 
to the lords and debates arofe upon it, the Do¢tor was 
defired to draw up fome reafons againft ir in the intended 
Severity of.it: He did fo, and it was Jaid befose the 
lords by feveral eminent citizens and gentlemen of dif- 
tin&tion: This paper is called, The State of the Kingdom, 
with refpect to the prefent tll againit conventicles, but 
it did not prevail: The bjll was carried, and paft into 
an at; all the bifhops were for it but two, wiz. doétor 
Wilkins bithop of Chefer, and doctor Rainbow bithop of 
Carlifle, whofe names ought to be mentioned with honor 
for their great moderation. ‘This was executed with fe- 
verity to the utter ruin of many perfons and families. His 
difcourfe concerning the holy Spirit which he publifhed in. 
1678 comes next under our particular obfervation; ‘ It 
is a fubject very difficult to manage, being in itfelf ab- 
ftrufe and m flerions {as he himfelf obferves in the pre- 
face) and befides the oppofition to it has been carried on 
with much fcorn and public contempt.” At that time 
the oppofition to the Deity, and perfonality of the Holy 
Ghoit, and all his operations with refpedt to the new cre- 
ation 
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ation rofe to a ver t height, and happy it for 
the church of GOD, “i this excellent peon was railed 
up, wlio was fo well fitted to explain and defend this doc- 
trine. He has told us in the preface, that he knew not 
of any, that ever went before him in the defign of repre- 
fenting the whole economy of the Holy Spirit, with all 
his adjun@ts, operations, and effects: The neceflity and 
importance of treating thus fully of that fubjedt is evident 
from the nature of it; for in all the diipentations of 
GOD towards his people there is no good communi- 
cated to them, nothing of worth or excellency wrought 
in them but by the Holy Spirit. It is the Dodtor’s owe 
obdfervation, “¢ That though the contradictions of fome 
in former ages had been fierce and clamorous, yet al! that 
has fallen out of that kind has been exceeding fhort of 
what is come to pafs in the days wherein we Jive. For 
not to mention the focinians who have gathered into one 
head, or rather ulcerous impofiume, all the virulent op- 
pofitions made to his Deity, or grace by the Photinians, 
Macedonians, and Pelagians of old, there are others wha’ 
profeffing no enmity to his divine perton, yca admitting 
and owning the dodtrine of the church concerning it, are 
yet ready on all occafions ta defpife and reproach tho 
whole work, for which he is promifed under the Old 
Teftament, and which is exprefly affigned to him in the 
New. Hence it is grown among many a matter of re- 
proach and fcorn for any one to make mention of his 
grace, or to profefs that work of his as dis, without 
which no man fhall fee GOJ), if the Scripture be a fiith- 
ful teftimony.” The Doctor adds, “ ‘Yo obyiute thote 
evils, to vindicate the truth and reality of divine {piritual 
operations in the church, to avow what is believed and 
thonght by them concerning the Holy Spirit and his work, 
who are moft charged and reflected on for their profeffion 
thereof, &c. and to manifeit in ail inftances that what is 
afcribed to him is not only confiftent with religion, but 
alfo that without which religion cannot confilt, nor in 
the pawer of it be preferved, is the principal defign of 
thefe difcourfes.” 

We cannot but obferve farther concerning this work, 
that this learned and judicious perfon has not only fully 
vindicated the do@rine of the holy Spirit and his opera~ 
tions from the cavils of adverfaries, and the contempt of 
profane men, but he has fuited his difcourfe (as he tells 
us) to the edification of them that believe, and directed it 
to their furtherance in {pivitwal obedience and true holi- 
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nefs ; nor will it be improper or unfeafonabie to take no-- 
tice of the fame defign, and the fame fort of objections 
and cavils againft the myfteries of the gofpel, and the 
deep things of GOD now advanced in our days; for (as 
the Dodtor there obferves) ‘ one great exception againft 
the work af the Spirit in illumination, fanétification, and 
fpiritual gifts, was, that thofe who plead for thofe opera~ 
tions of the Spirit are therein enemies to reafon, and im~ 
pugn the ufe of it in religion. Hence fome of thofe who 
are otherwife minded afhrm, that it is caft on them asa 
reproach, that they are rational divines; although as far 
as I can difcern (fays he) if it be fo, it is as Hierom was 
beaten by an angel for being a Ciccronian (in the judge- 
ment of fome) very undefervedly.” Who knows not 
thar the Anti-Trinitarians, Arians, Socinians, and others 
of the tribe, make the fame objection againit the doc- 
trine of the trinity of perfons in the unity of the God- 
head, and the perfon of Chriff GOD and Man? which 
objection and pretence the Doétor has fo well anfwered in 
his preface, that it is worthy of a diftinét perufal by all. 
‘Thus we fee with what faithfulnefs and diligence this 
reat man employed his excellent talents for the fervice of 
the church; he was frequently writing fome book or 
other that might contribute to that noble defign: And 
though it might feem too tedious in the hiftory of his life 
to take notice of every one of them, yet we judge it very 
neceflary to illuftrate his charaéter in’ giving a particular 
account of thofe which have defervedly gained a great in- 
tereft in the efteem of learned and good men. Among - 
which we muft reckon that incomparable treatife he pub- 
lihed in_ 1677, entitled, “ The Doétrine of Juftifica- 
tion by Faith throngh the Jmputation of the Righteouf- 
nefs of Chrif explained, confirmed and vindicated * 
wherein he has purfued a method and defign that re= 
quired a more than ordinary judgement and fkill., He 
tells us in the preface, ‘¢ That though he has neceflarily 
taken fome pains in the explication of that doétrine, 
which has been involved in fo many and very intricate 
difputes among men of different opinions, yet he has in- 
fifted chiefly on the interpretation of Scripture teftimo- 
nies, with the application of them to the experience of 
them that believe, and the ftate of them who feek after 
falvation by Fefus Chri. To declare and vindicate the 
truth to the inftruétion and edification of fach as love it 
in fincerity ; to extricate their minds from thofe difficul- 
ties in that particular inftance, which fome endeavor e 
call 
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eaft.on all the myfteries of the Gofpel s to direét the con- 
feiences of them that inquire after abiding peace with 
GOD, and to eflablith the minds of them that do believe, 
are the things herein aimed at.” In this performance he 
has avoided the unprofitable jangling of perverfe difputa- 
tion, wherewith this do€rine of jultification has been 
nerally perplexed, and all reflections on perfons that 
iffer from him. <* He profeffes to have written nothing 
but what he believes to be true, and allo that he has de- 
figned herein the practical direétion of the confciences of 
men in their application to GOI by Fefus Chrif, for 
deliverance from the curfe due to the apoitate itate, and 
peace with him, with the influence that this way of jufti- 
fication has upon univerfal Gofpel obedience.” “Whereby 
he has effeétually removed the old fcandalous objection 
againft this dodtrine, as if it were no friend to holinef, 
and did give encouragement to loofe practices, which is 
as old as the delivery of it by the apoftle Pax/ himielt, and 
is by him fully refuted, 

Tt was not poffible the real worth of fo excellent a per- 
fon fhould be concealed ; and in many inftances his repn- 
tation fhone out with fuch laftre as drew the admiration 
and refpeéts of feveral perfons of honor and quality upon 
him, who very much delighted in his converfation ; par- 
ticularly the earl of Orrery, the earl of Angiefea, the lord 
Willoughby of Parham, the lord Wharton, the lord Berkley, 
Sir Fobn Trevor, one of the principal fecretaries ot flute 5 
and even king Charles himfelf and the duke of York paid a 
particular refpeét to him. When the Doétor was drink 
ing the waters at Zunbridge, the duke of York being there, 
fent for him into his tent, and feveral difcourfes paffed 
between them about the diffenters and conventicles; and 
after he returned to Londsn, the king himfelf fent for 
him, and difcourted with him about two hours together, 
affuring bin of his favor and refpeét, and telling him, he 
might have accefs to him, as he would, At the fame 
time the king was pleafed to affure the Doétor how much 
he was for Iiherty of coufcience, and how fenfible of the 
wrong that had been done to the diffenters ; and as a tef~ 
timony hereof gave him a thouland guineas to diftribute 
among thofe who had fuffered inoft hy the late feverities. 
The Doctor could do no le(s than thankfully accept his 
majelty’s gencrofity, and did faithfully apply it to that 
purpole. hen this was known, a clamor arofe among 
the churchmen, who reported he was in penfion, to ferve 
the pupal intereft ; but the Doétor te wipe off this vile af- 
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perfion, declares folemsly, in his preface to the fir 
part of his ‘ Enguiry into the Original of Evangelical 
Chorches,” <¢ That never any one perfon in authority, 
dignity, or power in this nation, nor any one that had 
any relation to public affairs, nor any of the papifts or 
peoteftants did ever fpeak one word to him, or advife with 
him about any indulgence or toleration ¢o be granted 
unto papifts, and challenges all the world to prove the 
contrary if they can.” The Dogtor had fome friends alfo 
among the bifhops, particularly doctor /ilkins bifhop of 
Cheficr who was very cordial in his repeéts to him, and 

Dr. Barlow, formerly his tutor, then bifhop of Lincoln. 
It is not to be wondered that a life filled up with fo 
many labors fhould decline under the weight of infirmities 
which now began to grow upon him. Some few years 
before he died he was often ill, and fometimes confined 
to his bed or chamber, whereby he was taken off in a. 
great meafure from his minifterial fonétion, but not alto~ 
gether difabled from ferving the church of GOD; and 
wheneyer he was able to fit up, he would be continually 
¥riting, when not prevented by company, and feveral 
excellent books were compofed by him ; which might de- 
ferve a particular notice in this hiftory; but we choofe 
not to {well it with fuch accounts, and therefore refer the 
réader to the complete catalogue of all his works at the 
end of thefe Memoirs. There is one book which claims a 
difting regard in this place, viz. Xgisonema Or, “ A De- 
ehration of the glorious Myftery of the Perfon of Chri? 
€3OD and Man,” publithed 1679. The defign of this 
treatife is declared in a large preface fall of learning, 
wherein he fhews what oppofition has been in all ages 
made to the perfon of Chri, by Neftorians, Arians, & = 
cinians, and others; that this doctrine is the rock on 
which the church is built, and the gates of hell thall 
never prevail againft it; and throagh the whole book he 
pleads the caufe of the glory of Chrifi, his deity as coef- 
femmial and coeternal with the Father, and irrefragrably 
proves, that divine honor and re!‘zious worship is due te 
him, againft all the fubtle evafions of that fcheme which 
is in our days afrefh advanced to the contempt of his glo- 
rious perfon: In one word, there is fuch a ftrain of piety, 
and zeal, and learning running through the whole, as 
renders it worthy of the moft ferious perufal, and will 
endear his memory to all that love our Lord Fefes in fin~ 
eerity. Before we clofe our account of his works, we 
cannot forbear taking notice of another excellent treatife 
publithed 
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publifhed by him 1681, intituled, jonas re Tow, 

Or, « The grace and duty of being ipiritually minded.” 
It was compofed out of his own deep and {piritual medita~ 
tions originally defigned for his own ufe, not long before 
his death ; and in it he breaths out the fentiments and de- 
votion of a mind full of heaven, and the glories of that 
better world. ‘* He wrote it (as he tells us) in a feafon 
wherein he was every way unable to dé any thing for the 
edification of others, and far from expectation that he 
ever fhould be able any more in this world.” And after 
he had communicated them to a private congregation, be- 
ing convinced how neceffary and feafonable thefe difcourfes 
were to the prefent ftate of profeffors, their temper and 
carriage, he was induced to fend them forth to the benefit 
of the church*. 

He bewails the carnal frames and lives of profeflors, 
and was very fenfible that if the prevalence of the world 
over the minds and affections of chriitiaus be not pre- 
vented or cured, it would eat out the very heart and life 
of true religion, This difcourfe was deligned as an an- 
tidote again this growing evil, and calculated to promote 
a fpiritual and heavenly frame in the minds of profeflore; 
and we cannot but recommend it to the diligent perufal of 
all chriftians at this day, wherein this dangerous dilate of 
worldly mindedneis fo evidently abounds. We might alo 
mention with great efteem his meditations on the glory of 
Chrift in two parts, which give us an ample teftimony of 
that pious and heavenly frame, that clear and intimate 
knowledge of the glory of Chrij/, and that fervent love to 
Chrif’s perfon, which filled his foul; there he thinks and 
writes like one that was in a full and near yiew of thar un- 
veiled glory. Now the time drew near when be wult 
die, and after all bis labors and faiferings enter into the 
joy of his Lord. His infirmities of body grew on him 
apace, which obliged him to retire into the county for 
the benefit of the air, He went to Kenfiugton and lived 
there fome time: One day as he was coming from thence 
to London in the Strand two informers feized upon his 
coach and horfes, upon which a mob gathered about 
him: The providence of GOD fo ordered it, that Sir 
Edmund Bury Godfrey came by at that time, and feeing 2 
mob, atked what the matter was? And being a juitice of 


* This admirable Performance is moft judicioufly abridged by the 
Rey. Dr. Mayo. Printed for Dilly, in the Peary. 5 


the 


480 Jj. OWEN. 


the pesee, he ordered the informers and Dr. Owen to 
meet him at a juftice of the peace’s houfe near Bloom/bury- 
fyvare upon a day appointed, and he would get fome other 
‘ot his brethren to be there to hear the caufe: They met 
accordingly, and Sir Edmund being in the chair, upon 
¢xamining the whole matter they found the informers had 
atted fo very illegally, that they difcharged the Doétor, 
and feverely reprimanded them; after which he was no 
more difturbed by them. i 
From Kenfington he went to Ealing where he had a 
houfe of hisown; where he finifhed his courfe. During 
which time he employed his thoughts in the contempla- 
tion of the other world, as one that was drawing near 
to it every day; which produced his meditations on 
the glory of Chriff beforementioned ; in which he 
breathed ‘out the devotion of a foul that was growing 
continually into the temper of the heavenly ftate. He 
ee in the fixty-feventh-year of his age, Augu/? 24, 
4 . 
aa to his perfon his ftature was tall, his vifa, 
grave, majeftic, and comely : He had the afpect and ie 
portment ofa gentleman, fuitable to hisbirth. He had a 
very large capacity of mind, a ready invention, and good 
judgement, a great natural wit which being improved by 
education, rendered him a perfon of incomparable abili- 
ties: As to his temper he was very affable and courteous, 
familiar and fociable ; the meaneft perfons found an eafy 
zecefs to his converfe and friendfhip. He was facetious 
and pleafant in his common difcourfe, jefting with his ac+ 
waintance, but with fobriety and meafure ; a great ma- 
fer of his paffions efpecially that of anger: He was of a 
ferene and even temper, neither elated with honor, credit, 


* A Correfpondent has favored me with an anecdote of the Doétor 
which tranfpired on the day of his death, and which (never having 
been before publithed) I fhall give in his own words. E.M. * Old 
Mr. Hampbreys of Colchefer, but originally from Saffron Walden, told 
ame alitele before his death, that Mr. Payue, who for feveral years kept 
an academy at Saffron Walden (at which feveral eminent diflenting mi- 
nifters were educated) being intrutted by Dr. Oawen to put his ta(t per 
formance to the prefs, came in to fee the Doétor the morning of that 
day on which be died, and tuld him; Doftor, I have been juif putting 

our book * On the Glary of CBrif to the prefs; towhich the Doétor an- 
fwered, ‘Tam glad to hear that that performance is put to the prefs ;* 
and then lifting up both his hands and his eyes, asin a kind of rapture, 
he faid, “* But, O brother Payne, the long-looked for day is come at 
laf, in which I fhali see that Glory in another manner than I have ever 
done yet, or was capable of doing in this world.” 











friends, 


JIE OWEN 481 


friends, or eftate, nor depreft with trohbles and difficul- 
ties. His carrinee was genteel, in nothing mean: He 
was generous in his favors. His great worth drew om 
him the refpeéts of very confiderable perfons, fome of the 
beft quality at home, and of ftrangers from foreign parts 
who reforted to him, to whom he always carried himfelf 
in fo obliging a manner, that he was greatly valued be- 
yond fea; for foreign divines having read his Latin dif- 
courfes, learned Engtifb that they might have the benefit 
of his other works; and many travelled into Englund to 
fee him and converfe with him; many alfo were the let- 
ters between him and learned perfons abroad, and particu- 
larly that famous gentlewoman Anna Maria a Schurman, 
It is a lofs to the public much to be regretted, that none 
of thefe letters can be now found. He was a perfon of 
great moderation in his judgement, of a charitahle Spirit, 
willing to think the beft of all men as far as he could; 
not cenforious; a lover of piety in men of different pro- 
feffions, not confining chriftianity within the narrow 
compafs of any one party in the world; a ftudier of 
peace, and & promoter of it among profefling chriftians. 
As for his learning he was one of the brighteft ornaments 
of the univerfity, a perfect mafter of the Latin, Greck 
and Hebrew tongues. He was a great philofopher ; and 
alfo well read in the civil law. K great hiftoriari; bav- 
ing a perfeét comprehenfion of church hiftory in parti- 
cular, He was thoroughly verfed in all the Greek and 
Latin poets ; well ihilled in the rabbins, and made great 
ufe of them as there was occafion, He was an excellent 
divine, as appears by his writings ; unwearied he was in 
his ftudies, and his proficiency was anfwerable; his la~ 
bors both in writing and preaching, and other fervices pe~ 
ctliar to his function as a minifter of the Gofpel, and 
paftor of a church, were incredible, He was well fhilled 
in polemical divinity: As appears in his learned works 
againft the papifts, focinians, arminians, toc. He had 
ftudied well the difcipline and government of the church 
of Chrift according to divine appointment, and though 
when he was a young man he was of the prefbyterian 
judgement, yet his riper years and clofer fearch deter- 
mined his fentiments fully for the congregational order, 
and he has written excellently upon that fubject in two 
volumes in quarto. His piety and devotion was very emi- 
nent, his experimental knowledge of {pirirual things 
very great, as his difcourfes of mortification, temptation, 
indwelling-fin, communion with GOD, his expofition 
Voi, Il. Qga en 
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on the exxxth P/aim, tc. do fuficiently evidence. In aff 
relations he behaved himfelf as a great chriftian, a faithfok 
and loving hufband, a tender father, a good majfter, and 
aprudent governor when he was in places of honor and 
fervice ; and a very dutifol peaceable fubje@. He was 
well acquainted with men and things, and would give a 
dhrewd guefs at a man’s temper and defigns upon the firft 
acquaintance. He was an excellent preacher, having very 
good elocution, graceful and affectionate, He could on 
all occafions, on a fuddén without any premeditation ex~ 
prefs himfelf well and pertinently on any fubje&; yet 
were his fermons moftly well ftudied and digefted ; nor 
did he generally ufe notes in the pulpit. 

He was indeed richly furnifhed with all the ftores of 
learning, which admirably fitted him for the defence of 
the truth againft the moft fubtle advefaries ; and it plainly 

pears by his writings that he was raifed up by divine 
Providence to be an inftrument of diffufing a very clear 
knowledge of gofpel truths, and of preferving thent 
from the defigns of corrupt and perverfe men: And, with 
all this trealure of human learning, there was another 
almoft fingular qualification in him; that he was able and 
ready to apply himfelf to all pradtical cafes of confcience, 
and had a rare faculty of {peaking a word in feafon to 
thofe under temptation, defertion and affli@tion. A moft 
happy conjunétion indeed of great learning and fpiritual 
experience, which he had the wifdom and faithfulnefs to 
apply to the beft purpofes; and when he handled anv po- 
Jemical fubje&t in divinity, he was always careful, where 
the cafe would admit, to confulr the benefit and comfort 
of believers, and the advancement of the power of godli- 
nefs: Nor can we pafs over his admirable chriftian temper 
in managing controverfy ; for though perfons are generally 
apt to be warm in throwing out reflections and farcafms 
againft their adverfaries, yet fo grave and meek a diipofi- 
tion did he preferve throughout his writings, that there has 
{carce any thing dropped trom his pen but what becomes 
the character of a folid divine, and an excellent chriftian. 
We fhall give one inftance that may ferve for all; which. 
appears in his anfwer to Mr. %. Goodwin, a zealous Armi- 
nian, who had oppofed that’ great doGrine of the faints? 
perfevexance, which the church of GOD has always been 
tender of, as onechief argument of comfort. In his pre- 
face to the heads and governors of the colleges and halls 
in Oxford, after he had given his adverfary a great cha- 
racter for his parts,: learning, and eloquence, he takes 
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notice of his fubtle evafions and fharp inve@tives. ‘+ For 
a man (fays the Doétor) to warm himtelf by caftin 
about his pen, until it be fo filled with indignation and 
fcorn_as to blur every page, and almoft every Jine, is a 
courfe that will never promote the praife, nor adorn the 
truth of GOD; for what remains concerning him, Do 
ili ingenium, Do eloquentiam & induftriam ; idem iB veri- 
tatem utinam coluiffiz.” Such was the character of his op- 
ponent. Now fee how the Dogtor treats him in his an- 
wer, take the account in his own words which immedi-+ 
ately follow, viz. ‘ The courfe and condition of my 
procedure withhim, whether it be fuch as becomes chrif= 
tian modelty and fobriety, with an allowance of thofe in- 
gredients of zeal in contending for the truth, which i 
fuch cafes the Holy Ghoft gives a command for, is refer- 
red to the judgement of all who are concerned, and account 
themfelves fo in the things of GOD. As to bitternefs of 
‘expreffion, perfonal reflections by application of fatyrical 
investives, 1 know nothing by myfelf, yet I dare not ac- 
count that J am hereby juitified.”” This is the right chrif- 
tian temper he has kept through all his writings: A very 

reat attainment ! And a valt advantage it was to the good 

lefign he was carrying on for the glory of GOD, and for 
the intereft of truth, holinefs, and peace. 

There is fomething fo pathetic in the Dogtor's laf? com- 

poftion, that the ferious Reader will certainly be glad to 
perule it. 





To CHARLES Fireerwoop, Ef. 
Dear Sir, 

« ALTHOUGH I am not able to write one word 
miyfelf, yee Iam very defirous to {peak one word more to 
you in this world, and do it by the hand of my wife. 
‘he continuance of your entire kindnefs, knowing what 
it is accompanied withal, is not only greatly valued by 
me, but will be a refrefhment to me, as it is even in my 
dying hour. Iam going tohim whom my foul has loved, 
or rather who has loved me with an everlafting love, 
which is the whole ground of all my confolation, The 
paflage is very irklome, and wearifome, through ftrong 
pains of various forts, which are all iffued in an intermit- 
ting fever. All things were provided to carry me to Lon- 
dant dav, according to the advice of my phyficians ; but 
we ave all difappointed by iny utter difability to undertake 
the jomner. Lam kaving the thip of die church ina 
Q 2 fierm 5 
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florm; but whilft the great Pilot is in it, the lofe of 4 
poor under-rower will be inconfiderable. Live, and 
pray, and hope, and wait patiently, and do not defpond ; 
the promife ftands invincible, that he will never leave us, 
nor forfake us. I am greatly afflicted at the diftempers of 
your dear lady; the good Lard ftand by her, and fuppore 
and deliver her. My affe@tionate refpects to her, and the 
yeft of your relations, who are fo dear to me in the Lord. 
Remember your dying friend with all fervency; I reft 
upon it, that you do fo, and am 


Your’s entirely, 
Auguft 22, 1683. J. Owen, 


N.B, The Dodtor died 4uguf?t 24, two days after+ 
wards. 


His Worxs. Folio, I. *¢ Of the Saints Perfeverance. 
Oxon, 1654. II. An Expofition on the Epiftle to the 
Hebrews, in four vols.-\Lond. 1668, fc il. A Dif- 
courfe of the Holy Spirit. 1674, IV. A Complete 
Collection of his Sermons formerly publithed with others 
never before printed : Alfo feveral. Praas new firft puh- 
lifhed from MSS. with others grown very fearce, viz. 
1. Several practical Cafes of Confcience refolv'd. 2. 
Marrying after Divorce in cafe of Adultery. 3, Of 
Tnfant-Baptifm. _q. A Word of Advice to the Citizens 
of London. § The State of the Kingdom, 6, An Ac- 
count of the Grounds and Reafons why Proteftant Dif- 
fenters defire their Liberty. 7. The Cafe of prefent 
Diftreffes on Nonconformity examin’d. 8. A Letter 
concerning the Matter of the prefent Excommunicati- 
ons, 9. An Anfwer to this Gueftion : May a true 
Church err or miftake in adminiftring Church-Cenfures? 
10. Some fhort Reflections on a flanderous Libel againft 
the Dogtor. 11. Five Latin Orations when Vice-Chan- 
cellor of Coed To this volume are prefixed fome 
Memoirs of the Doétor’s Life, with feveral of his 
Letters ; and his Funeral Sermon preached by Mr, 
Clarkfon. Lond. 1721."—Quarto. 1. ** A Difplay of 
Arminianifm. 1643. II. “Ihe Duty of Paftors and 
People diftinguith 1644. Hl. Salus Eleétorum, San- 
guis Fefu: Or, The Death of Death, in the Death of 
Chrift, 1648. IV. Of the Death of Chrif. V. Vin- 
dicia Evangelice : Or, The Myftery of the Gofpel 
yindicated, é&¢. in anfwer to F. Biddle. 1655. Vi. OF 
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Communion with GOD ; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
3657. VII. Otsnoyoruera : Sive de natura, ortuy progreffity 
8 findio Vere Thealogia. 1661, Will. An Expofition 
of the cxxsth Pfalm. 1668. IX. The Dodtrine of 
Juftification by Faith through the imputed Righteoufnefs 
of Chrif, explain'd, Sc. 1677. X. The Glorious 
Myftery of the Perfon of Chri?, GOI and Man. 1679. 
XI. The Grace and Duty of being {piritually minded. 
368: XII. An Enquiry into the Original, Nature, 
Initution, Power, Order, and Communion’ of Evan, 
elical Churches, 1681. XIII. The true Nature of a 
xofpel-Church, and its Government. 1689. XIV. A 
Beview of the Annotations of Grotius. 1656. XV. A. 
Difcourfe concerning Liturgies, and their Impofition. 
7662, XVI. Indulgence and Toleration contider'd in 
a Letter. 1667. XVII. A Peace Offering, or Plea 
for Indulgence. 1667, XVIII, The Church of Reme 
no fafe Guide. 1679. X1X. Some Confiderations about 
Union among Proteftants. 1680. XX. Vindication of 
the Nonconformifts from the Charge of Schifm. 1689, 
XXI. An Account of the Nature of the Proteitant 
Religion. 1682.”——-Orfavo. I. ** Two Catechifms. 1645, 
Tl, Efbeol; Or rules for Church-Fellowhhip. 1648. 11, 
Diatriba de juftitia divina. 1653. 1V. Of the Mortifi- 
cation of Sin in Believers. 1656. V. A Difcovery of 
the true Mature of Schitm., 1657, V1. A Review of 
the true Nature of Schifm, with a Vindication of 
Congregational Churches. 1657. VII. Of the Nature 
and Poeer of Temptation. 1658. WIII. A Defence of 
Cotton againt Cawdry. 1658. 1X. Evercitatisnes quatuor 
pro Sacris Seripturis. 1658. X. The Divine Original 
‘and Authority of the Scriptures. 1659. XI. A Prim- 
mer for Children, 1660. XII, Animadverfions on Fiat 
Lux. 1662. XIII. Vindication of thofe Animadverti- 
ons, 1664. XIV. A brief Inftruction in the Worthip 
of GOD. 1667, XV. The Nature of indwelling Sin. 
1068. XVI. Truth and Innocence vindicated 5 in a 
Survey of a Difcourfe of Ecclefiaftical Polity. 16f9. 
XVII. A brief Vindication of the Dottrine of tho 
Trinity. 1669. XVII. Of the Sabbath, and the Di- 
yine Inftitution of the Lord's Day. 1671. XIX. OF 
Evangelical Love, Church-Peace, and Unity. 1673. 
XX. A Vindication of his Book of Communion with 
GOD, from the Exceptions of Dr. Sherisck. 1674. 
XXI. The Nature of Apoftacy from the Profeffion of 
zhe Gotpel, 1676, XXII. The Reafon of Faith in the 

Scriptures, 
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Scriptures. 1677, KXIII. The Ways and Means of 
underftanding the Mind of GOD in the Scriptures. 1678. 
XXIV. An humble Teftimony to the Goodnefs and 
Severity of GOD in his dealing with finfut Churches 
and Nations. 1681. XXV. The Work of the Holy 
Spirit in Prayer. 1682. XXVI. Meditations on the 
Glory of Cori in his Perfon and Offices. Part i. 1684. 
XXXVI. Part ii, 1691. XXVIII. Of the Dominion 
of Sin and Grace, 1688. XXIX. Two Difcourfes of 
the Work of the Spirit. 1693. XXX. Evidences of 
the Faith of GOD’s Ele&. 1695.” 


ROBERT LEIGHTON, D.D. 
ARCHBISHOP or GLASGOW. 


Tn truly good and great Man was the eldeft fon of 
Alexander Leighton, a Scotfman, D. D. who wrote two 
books for which he was called in queftion ; the firft was 
entitled, * The Looking-glafs of Holy War,’ for which 
he was made to fuffer. But the book that chiefly brought 
upon him the wrath of bifhop Laud, and the high com- 
miffion coust, was his ¢ Zion’s Plea, or Appeal to the 
Parliament,’ for which he was condemned in the Star- 
chamber to have his ears cut and his nofe flit, and fuffered 
aervel imprifonment the fpace of eleven years. 

Robert, the fabje& of this memoir, had remarkable 
difpofitions of ferioufnefs from his youth. His father 
fent him to have his education in Scotland, where he made 
confiderable proficiency in the learned languages, Latin, 
Greek and Hebrew, above his fellow ftudents: For Burnct 
fays, ‘ He had the greateft command of the pureft Latin 
that ever he knew in any man.’ His ‘ Prelectiones The~ 
elegice” are a full confirmation of this teftimony. He 
hed fo great a quicknefs of parts and vivacity of appre- 
henfion, that he made very great progrefs in his philofo- 
phical and theological works. ‘¢ But that which excelled 
all the reft was, fays Burnet, he was poffeft with the 
higheft and nobleft fenfe of divine things that could be 
feen in any man, He had a contempt both of wealth and 
reputation, and feemed to have the lowe(t thoughts of 
himtelf pofible, wifhing that alt others fhould think as 
meanly of him as he did himfelf. He bore all forts ot il 
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wfage and reproach like a man that took pleafure in it. 
He had fo fubdued the natural heat of his temper, that 
there was feldom feen in him any fign of paffion; and 
he kept himfelf in fuch a conftant recollection, that he 
was never or feldom guilty of {peaking an idle word. 
‘There was a vifible tendency in all he faid, to raife his 
own mind, and all he converfed with to ferious reflexions. 
He feemed to be in a perpetual meditation; and though 
the whole courfe of his life was tri and afcetical, yet 
he had nothing of the fournefs of temper that generally 
poffeffes men of that fort. He was the freeft from fuper- 
Rition, from cenfuring others, or of impofing his own 
methoda on them, pofhible ; fo that he did not fo much as 
recommend them to others. He faid, there was a di- 
verfity of tempers, and every man was to watch over his 
own, and to turn it in the beft manner he could, His 
thoughts were lively, oft-out of the way, and furprizing, 
yet juft and genuine, And he had Jaid together in bis 
memory the greateft treafure of the belt and wifeit of all 
the antient fayings of the heathens, as well as chriftians, 
that | have ever known any man matter of, and he ufed 
them im the apteft manner pofhible. 

He was bred up in the greateft averfion to the whole 
frame of the church of England: His father was warm 
and violent in his opinions of church government: Hut 
gtace fubdued, if not rooted up, ail undue bigotry to 
thofe outward circumftunces in the fon, When he had fi- 
nifhed his academical ftudies in Scotiand, his father fent 
him to travel in foreign parts; he fpent fome ye: 
France, and {poke the French Sanguage like ene born ther 
After his travels he returned to Seot/and; and having ac- 
quitted himfelf in all the parts of his trials for the minif- 
try, to the great approbation of his judges, he got pref- 
byterian ordination. He was ordained minifter at New- 
battle, in the pretbytery of Dalkeith, fix iniles from Edin- 
burgh. His preaching had a fablimity of thought and ex- 
preffion. ‘Che grace and gravity of his pronunciation 
was fuch, that few heard him without a fenfitle emotion, 
Burnet fays, 6 Lam fare I never did; his ftyle was rather 
too fine: But there was a majefty and beauty in it that 
left fo deep an impreffion, that q cannot yet forget the 
fermons J heard him preach thirty years ago; and yet with 
this he feemed to look on himfelf/as (0 ordinary a preacher, 
that while he bad a cure he was ready to employ all others.* 
He did not punétually attend the prefbtery, but chufed 
rather te live in great retirement, minding only the care. 
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of his own parifh. He preached up 2 more exatt rule 
of life, than feemed to many confiftent with human nature § 
«But his own prattice, fays Burnet, did even outfhine 
his doétrine.’ 

In the year 1648 he declared himfelf for the engage 
ment for the king, which brought him to no {mall trons 
ble; but the ear] of Lothian, who lived in his parifh, had 
‘fo high an efteem for him, that he prevailed with the lead- 
ing men not to meddle with him, though he gave occafion 
to great exception: For when fome of his parifh were or- 
dered to make public profeffion of repentance for it, he 
told them, they had been in an expedition, in which he 
believed they had negletted their duty to GOD, and had 
deen guilty of injuftice and violence, of drunkennefs and 
other immoralities; and he charged them to repent of 
thefe very ferioufly, without meddling with the quarrel, 
or the grounds of that war. It was a queftion afked of 
the brethren, both in the claffical and provincial meetings 
of minifters, twice in the year, if they preached the du- 
ties of thetimes? And when it was found that Mr. Leigh- 
ton did not, he was cenfured for this omiffion, but faid, 
*¢ If all the brethren have preached to the times, may not 
one poor brother be fuffered to preach on eternity?” At 
Taft, when he could not do the things impofed upon hint 
any longer, and being unwilling to live in ftrife and con- 
tention, he chofe in a filent manner to withdraw from his 
charge and the ecclefiaftical courts, rather than engage in 
any ditpures with them, The mafterfhip of the Colley 
of Edinburgh fometime after falling vacant, and it being 
in the gift of the magiftrates and town-council, he was 
prevailed with to accept of it, becaufe in it he was pro- 
pofed to be entirely free from meddling with the public 
affairs of church judicatories : He continued ten years in 
that poft, and was a great bleffing in it; for he difcourfed 
to all the youth of any capacity or diftinétion in fuch.a 
taking manner, that it had great upon many of them: 
He prelected often to them; and it crowds broke in, 
which they where apt to do, he would have gone on in 
his harangue in Latin, with a purity and life that charm- 
ed all who underftood him. * Thus he had lived above 
twenty yeats in Scotland in the higheft reputation (fays 
Burnet) that any man in my time ever did in that king- 
dom, ‘In the vacation-time, while he was principal of 
the college, be made excurfions, and came often to London, 
where he obferved all the eminent men in Cromwell's 
count, and in the feveral parties then about the city, but 

neyer 


LEIGHTON 489 


never faw any thing among them that plesfed him; they 
were of unquiet and meddling tempers, and their difcourfea 
were dry and unfavory, full of airy cant and bombaft 
fwellings. Mr. Wedrew gives the following charaéter of 
him: ¢ By many he was ju void of any doétrinat 
principles, and his clofe correfpondence with tome of his 
relations at Doway in popith orders, made him fufpected, 
as very much indifferent to all perfuafions which bear 
the name of chriftian, and was much taken with fome of 
the popith myttic writers, and indeed a Latitudinarian, 
and of an over extenfive charity.” I doubt not but his 
opinion was, that the government of the church was 
ambulatory, and not fixed in the holy feriptures; which 
was alfo the opinion of fome great divines in England, 
Hooker, Stillingfleet, and others: But as to the articles of 
the chriftian faith, any who have read his Preleiones 
Theologica, his Commentary on the firft Epittle of Peter, 
and his other books, will be perfuaded that he was both 
found in the faith, and ftrong in the faith, 

Bifhop Burnet opens up the, correfpondence which he 
had with Flanders, and which was the occafion of his be~ 
ing fufpe@ted. Hefays, ¢ That Leighton fometimes went 
over to Flanders, to fee what he could find in the feveral 
orders of the church of Rome. There he found fome of 
Fanfenius’s followers, who feemed to be men of extraor- 
dinary tempers, and ftudied to bring things, if poffible, 
to the purity and fimplicity of the primitive ages, on all 
which his thoughts were much fixed.’ Shortly after the 
reftoration of K, Charles II. it was propofed to him, that 
an alteration of the government of the church of Scotland 
fthould be made. he earl of Clarendon and the duke of 
Ormond of the Englife peers, and the earls of Middleton 
and Glencairn of the Scoti/b peers, with archbifhop Sharp, 
were for the introdution of prelacy. Whereupon a let- 
ter was written to the privy council of Scotland, intimating 
the king's intentions for fetting up epifcopacy, and de- 
manding their advice upon it. The council in their letter 
to the king, encouraged him to go on, affuring him that 
the change he intended would give genera} fatisfaction. 
This was not true in faét. Then the next work was, to 
feek ont proper perfons to be made bifhops; for all the 
Scotch bifhops before the year 1638 were dead, except Sydt 
feof who had been bithop of Gallaway. The Engife 
bifhops had an averfion to all that had been engaged in 
the covenant; however Sharp, who had taken the cove- 
nant, nay, the tender alfo, abjuring the race of Stuarts, 
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and was fo muchi confided in by the church of Seotland as 
to be their agent for prefbytery, be being fent- by them 
to the king, firft in Holleud, and afterward at London, 
betrayed their caufe, and prevailed fo far, that the choice 
of fit perfuns fhould be left to him, Meff. Sharp, Fair- 
fowl and Hamilton were fent for, who went up to Eng- 
tand, October 1oth, 1661. Leighton came to London trom 
Bath, having been there fometime for his health. Sharp 
got the archbifhoprick of St. dadrews fecured for him- 
felf, Fairfowl was defired to be archbithop of Glafgow, 
Hamilton (brother to the lord Belhaven) for Galloway, for 
Sydferf was to be removed to Orkneys And Leighton made 
choice of Dumblanc, a {mall diocefe, as well as a little 
revenne, not exceeding one hundred and twenty pounds 
‘per annum; but the deanry of the chapel royal was an~ 
nexed to that fee, . 
At the confecration of thefe perfons there was great 
feaiting ; with this Leighton was ftruck, and faid, *¢ It 
had not fuch an appearance of ferioufhefs or peg as bee 
came the new modelling of a church.” Bifhop Burnet 
proceeds in his narration: ¢1 hear ftill, fays he, the 
greateft veneration for the memory of that man, that I 
lo for any perfon; and reckon my. early knowledge of 
him, which happened the year after this, and my long 
and intimate converfation with him, that continued to 
his death, for twenty-three years, amongft the greatest 
bleffings of my life, and for which 1 know I mutt give 
an account to GO)) in the great day in a moft particular 
manner. And yet, thoagh I know this account of his 
promotion may feem a blemifh upon him, I would not 
conceal it, being refolyed to write of all perfons and 
things with all poffible candor. ‘The papifts had hopes of 
him at this time, having talked of fome points of popery 
with the freedom of an abftraéted and fpeculative man, 
not knowing any thing of the defign of bringing in po- 
pery ; yet he expreffed another fenfe of the matter, when 
he came to fee, it was really intended to he brought in 
amongft us. He then {poke of popery in the complex at 
much another rate: And he feemed ‘to have more zeal 
againft it, thao I thought was in his nature with relation 
to any points in controverfy; for his abflra@tion made 
him feem cold in all thefe matters. But he gave all who 
converted with him a very different view of popery, when 
he faw we were really in danger of coming under the 
power ofa religion, ‘* That had, as he ufed to fay, much 
of the wifdom that was earthly, fenfual and devilifh, but 
ane nothing 
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nothing in it of the wifdom that was from above, and 

_was pure and peaceable.” He did indeed think the cor- 

ruptions and cruelties of popery were fuch grofs and o- 
dious things, that nothing could have maintained that 
church under thefe juft and viftble prejudices, but the te- 
yeral orders among them, which had an appearance of 
amortification and contempt of the world, and with all 
the trafh that was among them, m ined e of piety 
and devotion. He alfo thought that the it and farat 
error of the reformation was, that more of thofe houfes, 
and of that courfe of life, free from the entanglements of 
vows, and other mixtures, was not preferved ; fo that 
the proteftant churches had neither places of education, 
nor retreat for men of mortified tempers.” 

Leighton made fome attempts to work up Sharp to two 
defigns, which poffeffed him mof : ‘Ihe one was, to try 
what could be done towards uniting the prefbyterians and 
them ; he offered ¢ Ufber’s Reduction,’ as the plan npon 
which they ought to form their fchemes. “he other was, 
to try how they could raife men to a truer and higher 
fenfe of piety, and bring the worthip of that church out 

- of their extempore methods into more order, and fo to 
ptepare them to a more regular way of worfhip, which 
he thought was of much more importance than a farm of 

overnment. But he was amazed, when he obferved that 
Sharp had neither formed any fcheme, nor feemal fo 
much as willing to talk of any. Leighton came very 
quickly to lofe all heart and hope of doing much good by 
this change, becaufe there appeared in the whole progrefs 
of it fuch crofs charaéters of an angry Providence, that 
how fully focver he was fi ied in his own mind, as to 
epifcopacy itfelt; yet it feemed that GOD was agains 
them, and that they were not like to be the men that 
fhould build up his church, fo that the Arugglings about 
it feemed to him like a fighting againtt GOD. He, whe 
had the greateft hand in it, proceeded with fo much dif- 
Fimglation, and the reft of the omler were fo mean and 
felfith, and the earl of A@iddleton, with the other feculic 
amen that conducted it, were fo openly impious and vi- 
cious, that it did caft a reproach upon every thing relat- 
ing to religion, to fee it managed by fuch inttruments. 

Soon after their confecration, the bifhops came down 
to Scotland all in one coach 3 but Leighion being 7 
them, and finding they intended to be recived at Fdin- 
burgh with fome pomp, left them at Morpeth, and came 
to Edinburgh a few days beiore thum, Ve hated all the 
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appearances of vanity; he would not have the title of 
Jord given him by his friends, and was not eafy when, 
others forced it upon him: This provoked the other 
bifhops, and looked like fingularity and affectation, and 
furnifhed thofe that were prejudiced againft him with a 
fpecious appearance, to reprefent him as a man of odd 
notions and praétices. ‘The Jord chancellor, with all the 
nobility and privy counfellors then at Edinburgh, went 
out, together with the magiftracy of the city, and brought 
the bifhops in, as in triumph. Burnet fays, ‘He looked 
on, and thought there was fomething in the pomp of 
that entry, that did not look like the humility that be- 
came their function.’ 

The feffion of parliament came on April 1662. A piece 
of refpeét was put on the bifhops, by fending fome of 
every ftate to invite them to come and take their feats. 
They all came, except Leighton: And indeed he never 
¢ame to parliament, but when there was fomething before 
them, that related to religion, or to the church, 

For a proof of the loyalty of prefbyterian minitters, 
it was relblved to tender them the oath of allegiance and 
fapremacy, that had been enacted in the former parlia- 
Ment : The minifters to whom it was tendered, agreed to 
take it, with an explication, which was prefented to the 
houfe; but as foon as it was read, there were many hard 
fpeeches on it, as putting a reftriGtion on the oath framed 
by the parliament. At this meeting, which was the onl 
time that Leighton appeared in parliament, he with much 
zeal preffed that their explication mightbe accepted: ‘For, 
faid he, the words of the oath were certainly capable of 
a bad fenfe; that, in compaffion to -papifts, a limited 
fenfe had been put upon them in England, and he thought 
that a like tendernefs fhould be fhewn to proteftants, ef- 
pecially when the fcruple was juft, and there was an oath 
in the cafe, in which the matter certainly ought to be 
made clear, To aé& otherwife, looked like laying fnares 
for people, and the making them offenders for a word.” 
Sharp, in anfwer to him, faid, ¢ lt was below the dig- 
nity of a government, to make aéts to fatisfy the weak 
fcruples of peevifh men: It ill became them, who had 
impofed their covenants on all people, without any ex- 
plication, and had forced all to take it, now to expect 
fuch extraordinary favors.’ Leighton infifted, “ That for 
that very reafon it ought to be done, that all people 
might fee a difference between the mild proceedings of the 
government now, and their feverity: And that it ill be-_ 
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came the very fame perfons, who had complained of that 
rigor, now to praétife it themfelves; for thus it may 
be faid, the world goes mad by turns.” Thefe minifters 
were committed to clofe prifon, three in one chamber, 
and three in another, and none permitted to have accefs 
to them for feveral weeks. Great pains were ufed with 
them to fwear the oath abfolutely, as it ftood. Leighton 
was fent to them, who vied a)] his eloquence, but with. 
out fuecefs: They charged and checked him with deler- 

tion, and laying duunbling-blocks before his brethren, 
An the year 1665, the proceedings in Scotland by the 
ecclefiaftical high commiffion were {fo violent againft all 
that would not conform, that Leighton would have no 
hand in them, but had rather framed a refolution to leave 
his bifhoprick : He went to London to give the king an 
account of thefe proceedings, which, he faid, were fo 
violent, that he could not concur in the planting of the 
chriflian religion itfelf in fuch a manner, much lefs a 
form of government; he therefore begged leave to quit 
his bifhoprick, and to retire, for he thought he was in 
fome fort acceffary to the violences that were done hy 
others, fince he was one of them, and all was pretended 
to be done to eftablifh them and their order. The king 
feemed to be touched with the ftate the country was in; 
he fpake very feverely of Sharp, and affured Leighton he 
would quickly come to other meafures, and put a flop to 
thefe violent methods; but he would by no means fuffer 
him to quit his bifhoprick. So the king gave orders, chat 
the ecclefiaftical commiffion fhould be difcontinued, and 
fignified his pleafure, that another way of proceeding was 
neceflary for his affairs. In the weft and fouth of Sco:- 
dand great feverities were ufed, but no violences were com~- 
mitted in Leighton’s diocefe: He went round it conti~ 
nually every year, preaching and catechifing, from parith 
to parifh: He continved in his private and afcetic courfe 
of life, and gave all his income, beyond the fmali ex- 
pences of his own perfon, to the poor: He ftudied to 
raife in his clergy a greater fenfe of {piritual matters, 
and of the care of fouls; and was in all refpe&ts a burn- 
ing and fhining light, highly efieemed by the greater 
part of his diocefe: Even the pretbyterians were much 
mollified, if not overcome, by his mild and heavenly 
courfe of life. Mr. Wedrow tays, « Every body knew, 
that while Leighton was bifhop of Dumblane, he had as 
feandalous and ignorant a clergy as any in Scotland, and yet 
‘there he never offered to turn one of them out: As to 
turning 
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turning them out by depofition, he might meet with dif 
ficulties from their friends, and likewife from the other 
bifhops ; but furely he cannot be blamed for their igno- 
ance and negligence of their duty, fince he gave them 
fo good example.” Mr. /edrow afterwards owns, that 
when Leighton was archbifhop of Gla/gow, he found that 
country full of complaints of the fcandals of his clergy 
there ; and appointed a purging committee to take trial of 
fach complaints. 

While he was at Dumblane he vifited once a year all the 
churches of his diocefe, preached and heard the minifter 
preach, gave liberally to the poor; and if any of his 
churches were vacant, if he could, he fupplied them 
himfelf. He connived at Mr. Pitcairn in Dron, heard 
him preach, but would not preach him(elf, left he fhould 
have made Mr. Pitcairn’s hearers take offence at him, they 
being all bigotted prefhyterians ; fo that by his favor Mr. 
Pitcairn continued at Drox till the teft. 

An the welt of Scotland there was a fet of ignorant and 
{eandalous clergy ; Burnet archbifiop of Glafeow had or- 
dained the molt of them: They were fo vicious that there 
was no fupporting of them ; many of them made bargains 
with their parifhes, and left them, hoping to be provided 
in Ircland. ‘Thos many parifhes became vacant. Lord 
Tweedale, whom the earl of Lauderdale trufted moft, 
Jaid out himfelf for redrefiag the many complaints that 
were brought againft the clergy in thofe parts; and look- 
ing on Leighton as the greateft and heft man among the 
bithops, recommended him to the king to be fet at the 
head of all church affairs, that a fet of men of another 
ftamp might be tent to fill up thefe vacancies. At this 
time, An 1657, Leighton was prevailed on to go to. 
London, where he had two audiences of the king, and laid 
before him the madnefs of the former adminiftration of 
church affairs, and the neceffiry of turning to more mo- 
derate countels; he propofed ‘a comiprehenfion of the 
prefbyterians, by altering the terms of law a little, and 
hy fuch abatements as might preferve the whole for the 
future, by granting fomething for the prefent. Burnet 
awrites, that in the year 1669 Leizhton talked to him of 
the ineafares of moderation and comprchenfion, and fays, 
that he was the only perfon among the bifhops that de- 
clared for them, and propofed that a treaty fhould be fet 
on foot for accominodating differences, and changing the 
Jaws, that carried epitcopal authority much higher than 
any of the bifhops themfelves put in practice. He pro- 
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pofed a fcheme, as he thought might have taken in the 
fobereft men of prefbyterian principles; reckoning, that 
if once the fchifm could be healed, and order reftored, it 
might be eafy to bring things into fuch management, that 
the conceffions then to be offered fhould do no great hurt 
at prefent, anti fhould die with that generation. He ob- 
ferved the extraordinary conceflions madeby the Africax 
church to the Donatifis, and this made him go very far in 
extenuating the epifcopal authority, He propofed that 
the church fould be governed hy the bifhops and their 
clergy, mixing together in their church judicatories, in 
whiek the bifhop thould u& only as their prefident, and 
be determined by the iajority of their prefbyters, both 
in matters of jorifdi€tion and ordination, and that the 
prefbyterians fhouid be allowed, when they fat down firit 
in thefe judicatories, to declare that their titting under a 
bifhop was tubmitted_to by them only for peace's fakey 
with a refervation of their opinion with relation to any 
fuch precedency, and that no negative vote fhould be 
claimed by the bifhop. ‘That bishops fhould ordain per- 
Sons with the concurrence of the prefbytery. “I'hat pro~ 
yincial fynods fit in courte every third vear, or oftener, if 
the king fhould fummon them, in which complaints of 
the bifhops fhould be received, and they fhould be cen 
fured as well as other people, and that in a fixed court, 
which was to confit of bifhops and deans, and two chofen 
from every prefbytery, As for the negative, it might be 
Jodged in the king’s name with fome fecular perfon, who 
fhould interpofe as often as the bifhop faw it wi i 

ent to afe it. He propofed farther, that a 

he fet on foot for bringing the prefbyterians to accept of 
thefe concefions. Burnet fays, he was fent to propofe 
the {cheme to Hutchifon, who was efteemed the learnedett 
mati among them, and to talk of it as a notion of his 
ewn; but he looked on it as a project that would never 
take, and being but one of many, he avoided tu declare 
himtelf. 

‘The next thing under confideration was, how to dif- 
pofe of the many vacancies, and how to put a flop to 
conventicles, Leighton propofed, that they fhould fliil 
be vacant while the treaty was on foot, that the pretby- 
terians muy fee that the government was in carneit to 
have them ferve in the church, when fo many places were 
kept open for them, The carl of Twerdale thought the 
treaty would run inte too great a length, and therchure 
be, propoted the granting fome er the outed minifturs 
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deaye to go and ferve in thefe parifhes, by an_aét of in- 
dulgence. Leighton was againft this, for he thought no- 
thing would. bring on the prefbyterians to a treaty, fo 
much as the hopes of being again fuffered to return to 
their benefices. Burnet fays, he was defired to go into 
the weftern parts, and to give a true account of matters 
as he found them there: Many of the more moderate of 
them came to him and talked with him, who thought, 
that, if they were put in vacant churches, the people 
would be tamer. He having got the beft information of 
the ftate of the country, writes a long account of all that 
he heard to lord Tweedale; and concluded it with an ad- 
vice, to put fome of the more moderate of the prefbyte- 
tians into the vacant churches. The letter was fo well 
Jiked, that it was read to the king ; and it was faid, that 
he was the man that went moft entirely into Leighton’s 
maxims. 

‘The king wrote a letter to the privy council, ordering 
them to indulge fuch of the prefbyterians as were mode- 
rate and loyal, fo far as to fuffer them to ferve in vacant 
churches, though they did not {ubmit to the prefent eita- 
blifhment: And he required them to fet them fuch rules 
as might preferve order and peace, and to look well to the 
execution of them. And as for fuch, as could not be 
provided to churches at that time, he ordered a penfion 
of twenty pounds fterling a year to be paid every one of 
them, as long as they lived orderly. Nothing hollowed 
on the fecond article of this letter: The prefbyterians 
looked on this as the king’s hire to be filent, and not to 
do their duty ; and none of them would accept of it. But 
as to the firit part of the letter, on the firft council-day 
after it was read, twelve of the minifters were indulged : 
They had parithes affigned them ; and about thirty more 
were afterwards indulged in the fame manner; and then a 
ftop was put to it forfometime. With the warrants that 
they had for their churches, there was 2 paper of rules 
likewife put in their hands, Hixtcbifon, in all their names, 
made a fpeech to the council. He began with decent ex- 
preffions of thanks to the king and their lordfhips. He 
faid, they fhould at all times give fuch obedience to laws 
and orders, as could fand with a good confcience. And 
fo they were difmiffed, As for thofe of them that were 
allowed to go to the churches where they had ferved be- 
fore, no difficulty could be made; but thofe of them that 
were named to other churches, would not enter on the 
ferving them, till the church-feffions and the tobabitants 
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of the parifh met, and made choice of them for their 
paftors, and gave them a call to ferve among them. 
When this indulgence came to be difcanted upon, it 
appeared to be againit law; for by the A& < reitoring 
epifcopacy,” none were capable of benefices but fuch as 
fhould own the authority of bifhops, and be inftitated by 
them. And now the epifcopal party, who were wont to 
put all authority in the king, as long as he was for them, 
began to talk, that the king’s power was bounded by Jaw, 
and that thefe proceedings were the trampling of law 
under foot. Burzet archbifhop of Glafgorw and his clerg 
were out of meafure enraged at the indulgence. He held 
afynod at Glafgow, Anno 1669, when it was moved, that 
an addrefs might be drawn up, reprefenting to the king 
the miferies they were under, occafioned by the indul- 
gence. They complained of it as illegal, and as like to 
be fatal to the church, This was, according to the words 
in fome of the aéts of parliament, as mifreprefenting the 
King's procecdings, in order to the alienating the hearts 
of his fubjects Fen him, which had been made capital. 
Rafi, who was afterwards archbifhop of Gla/gow, drew 
the addrefs, a copy of this was procured by indirect me- 
thods and fent up to court: And as foon as the king faw 
it, he faid, it was a new Weftern Remonftrance ;? and 
ordered, that Burnet fhould not be fuffered to come to 
parliament, and that he fhould be proceeded againft as 
far as aw could carry the matter. Burnet being on other 
accounts obnoxious, they intended to frighten him, ta 
refign his bifhoprick. 
hen the parliament met, the fupremacy was carried 
very high; for the Act declared the fettling all things re~ 
lating to the external government of the church, was a 
tight of the crown. Leighton was againit this AQ, and 
got fome words altered in it; yet though he was very 
averfe to it, he gave his vote for it, not having fuffici- 
ently confidered the extent of the words, and the confe- 
uences that might follow ; many of the epifcopal clergy, 
Nairn and Charters in particular, who thought it plainly 
made the king our pope; and the prefbyterians faid, it 
put him in Chriffs ftead. Leighton told Burnet, that he 
was fure the words, * Ecclefiaftical Matters,’ were put in 
after the draught and form of the A& was agreedon. It 
was generally charged on Lauderdale. By this A& of Su- 
premacy he could turn out bifhops at pleafore ; and it had 
its firft effe€t on Burnet, who was offered a penfion if he 
would refign, but if he food out, was feverely threat- 
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ened; he complied, and returned to a private ftate, in 
which he lived four years. The earls of Lauderdale and 
Teoeedale preffed Leighton to accept of the fee of Glafgow, 
but he declined it with great averfion; nothing moved 
him to hearken to it, but the hopes of bringing about the 
accommodation that was propofed, in which he had alt 
affiftance promifed him from the court. The king or- 
dered him to be fent for to court; upon his coming to 
London, Lauderdale’s temper was much inflamed, he was 
become fierce and untraétable ; but Tweedale made every 
thing as eafy to him as poffible. Having turned out 
archbifhop ‘Barnits it concerned them much to get an 
eminent man in his room, who should order matters 
with moderation, 

In 1670, Leighton propofed to the king his fcheme of 
accommodation, Leighton’s paper was in fome places 
corrected by Sir Robert Murray, and was turned into in- 
ftrutions ; by which Lauderdale was authorized to pafs 
the conceffions, that were to be offered, into laws, 
Leighton, though he undertook the adminiftration of the 
fee of Glafgow, yet it was a year after this before he was 
prevailed on to be tranflated thither, When he came 
there, he held a fynod, in which nothing was to be heard 
but complaints of defertion and ill ufage. In a fermon, 
and in feveral difcourtes both publick and private, he ox- 
horted them * To look up moreto GOD, and to confider 
themtelves as minifters of the crofs of Chrif?, to bear the 
contempt and ill ufage they met with as a crofs Jaid on 
them for the exercife of their faith and patience, to lay 
afide all the appetites of revenge, to humble themfelves 
before GOD, and to bave many days for fecret fafting 
and prayer, to meet often, that they might quicken one 
another in thefe holy exercifes.” This was a new ftrain 
to the clergy, to which they had not been accuftomed. 
‘When this was over, he went round fome parts of the 
country to the moft eminent of the indulged minifters, 
and carried Burnet with him: His bufinefs was to perfuade 
them to hearken to propofitions of peace, and told them 
that fome of them would be fent for to Edinburgh, where 
terms would be offered them to make up differences, and 
if they hearkened to them, they would be turned into 
laws, and all the vacancies would be filled by their bre- 
thren. This they received with indifference and negle&. 
Hutchifon, who was an artful man, faid, ‘ It was a thing 
of general concern, and they were but fingle men.’ 
There were letters written to fix of them-to come to 
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town: When they came, there was a long conference be- 
tween Leighton and them, before Lauderdalz, Rothes, Twee~ 
dake and Bincardine, Sharp would not be prefent, but or- 
dered Paterfan, afterwards archbithop of Glajgew, to | 
all and bring him an account of what pailed. * Leighton 
before them {lays bifhop Burnet, who was intimately ac- 
quainted with the whole affair) the mifchief of our divi- 
fions, and of the fchifm that they had occafioned. Man 
fouls were loft; and many more were in danger by thele 
means, So that every one ought to do all he could to heal 
this wide breach, that had already let in fo many evils 
among us, which were like to make way to many more. For 
his own part, be was pertuaded that epifcopacy, asan order 
diftin€ trom prefbyters, had continued in the church ever 
fince the days of the apoftles; that the world had every 
where received the chriftian religion from bifhops 5 and 
that a parity among clergymen was never thought of in 
the church before the middie of the lait century, and was 
then fet up rather by accident than defign. “Yet, how 
much foever he was perfuaded of this, dince they were of 
another mind, ‘he was now to offer a temper to them, by 
which both fides might fill preferve their opinions, and 
yet unite in carrying on the ends of the gofpel and their 
iminiftry. They had moderators among them, which was 
no divine inftitution, but only a matter of order: The 
king therefore might name thefe; and the making them 
conftant could be no fuch encroachment on their func- 
tion, as that the peace of the church muft be broken on 
fuch an account, Nor could they fay, that the blefings 
of the men named to this function, by an impofition of 
hands, did degrade thein from their former office, to fay 
no more of it: So they were ftill at leaft minifers. tris 
true, others thought, they had a new and {pecial autho- 
rity, more than a bare prefidency : Jéur did not concern 
them, who were not required to concur with them in any 
thing, bot in fubmitting to this prefidency: And, as to 
that, they ihould be allowed to declare their own opinion 
againft it, in as full and public a mamer as they pleated. 
He faid it to their confeiences, to confider of the whole 
matter, as in the prefence of GOD, without any re 
to party or popularity, He fpoke in all near half an 
hour, with a gravity and force that made a very great’ 
impreftion on thofe who heard it.” 
Hutchinfon {aid, «Thar their opinion for a parity a- 
moig the clergy was well known, and that the prefideney 
ow fpoken of had made way to a lordly dominion in thy 
ofia chureh ; 
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church ; and defired fome time might be given them to 
confider weil on the propofition now made, and that the’ 
might have the king’s leave to meet.’ This was granted, 
There was a fecond conference, in which matters were 
more fully opened and preffed home, but without effect. 
© Lord Lauderdale (fays Burnct) made us all dine toge- 
ther, and came to us after dinner; but could fearce re- 
ftrain himfelf from flying out, for their behavior was 
both rude and crafty. But Leighton had prepared him for 
it, and preffed him not to give them a handle to excufe 
their flying off, by any roughnefs in his deportment to- 
wards them.’ The propofitions offered them were now 
generally known: Sharp cried out, © That epifcopacy 
was to be undermined, fince the negative vote was to 
be let go.” 

* Leighton defired another meeting with them at Pafky, 
to which he carried me (fays Burnet) 4nd one or twa 
more, They were about thirty. We had two long 
conferences with them. Leighton laid out before them 
the obligations that lay on them to feek for peace at all 
times, but more efpgcially when we already faw the dif- 
mal effets of our contentions, There could be no a~ 
greement, unlefs on both fides there was a-difpofition to 
make fome abatements and fome fteps towards one ano- 
ther. It appeared that we were ready to make even un- 
reafonable ones on our fide: And would they abate no- 
thing on theirs? Was their opinion fo mathematically 
gertain, that they could not difpenfe with any part of it, 
for the peace of the church, and for the faving of fouls? 
—Many poor things were faid on their fide, which would 
have made 2 lefs mild man, than he was, lofe all patience. 
But he bore with all; and urged this queftion on them ; 
Would they have held communicn with the church of 
GOD at the time of the council of Nice, or not? If 
they fhould fay, not; he would be lefs defirous of enter- 
ing into communion with them, fince he muft fay of the 
church at that time—Let my foul be with their's: If the 
faid, they would; he was fure, they would not reject 
the offers now made them, which brought epifcopacy 
much lower than it was at that time.’—However, this 
treaty, like all the reft, came to nothing, to the great 

vief of truly ferious perfons, and to the invidious fatis- 
Edion only of bigots on both fides. True it is, peace 
bath, like its author, but a till {mall voice, which is foon 
drowned by the ftrivings of the multitude and the uproar 
of the people. This account, however, may fare to 
ew 
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fhew of how excellent and holy a life this good man 
was. He, in fact, was but of one party; and that was, 
and is, the fpiritual church of GOD, eledted and cole 
leGted out of this wicked world. 

In the year 1672, Leighton refolved to retire and leave 
his fee; for Starp and his inftruments, from Leighten’s 
moderation, did complain. He concluded, he could do 
no good on either fide; he gained no ground with the 
prefbyterians, and was futpedted, nay hated, by the epif- 
copal party, and therefore refolved to retire from all pub- 
lic employments, and to fpend the reft of his days ina 
corner, and to give himtelf wholly to prayer and medita~ 
tion, fince he could not carry ou his great defigns of heal- 
ing and reforming the church, which he had fo much at 
heart: He faid, his work feemed to be at an end; he had 
no more to do, unlefs he had a mind to pleafe himfelf with 
the lazy enjoying of a good revenue. He had gathered 
together many inftances out of church hiftory, of bifhops 
that had left their fees and retired from the world, and 
was much pleafed with thefe. He followed Lauderdale to 
court, and begged leave to refign his archhifhoprick ; but 
when Lauderdale would by no means confent to this, he 
defired he might be allowed to do it within a year, who 
moved the king to promife, that if he did not change his 
mind, he would then accept of his refignation: He came 
back much ‘pleafed with what he had thus obtained. 

At the end of the year 1673, the good man came up to 
Londo to lay down his archbihoprick j and his refignation 
was, according to promife, accepted. Upon which he 
retired to a private houfe in Suféx, where he lived ten 
years in a moft heavenly manner, and with a moft exem- 
plary converfation, In the year 1684, upon Dr. Bursct's 
writing earneftly-to him for his prefence upon a weighty 
occafion, Dr. Leighton left his recets in the country, and 
came to London. Upon his coming his old acquaintance 
was amazed to fee him at above feventy look fo frefh and 
well, fo that age feemed as it were to itand #till with him. 
His hair was {till black, and all his motions were lively. 
He had the fame quicknefs of thought, and ftrength of 
memory, but above all, the fame life and temper of devo- 
tion which he had before difcovered. When Dr. Burncé 
took notice upon his firft feeing him how well he looked, 
he told him, ‘¢ He was very near his end for ll that, and 
that his work and journey were almott done.” ‘This at 
that moment made no great impreffion on his friend. 
But Dr. Leighton was the next day taken with an oppre® 
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fron, and, as it feemed, with 2 cold and ftitches, which 
was indeed a pleurify. The next day he funk fo faft 
that both his {peech and fenfe went away on a fudden, 
and he continued panting about twelve hours, and then 
died without pangs or convulfions. 

Dr. Burnet was by him all the time, and he adds, 
<Thus I loft him who had been fo many years the chief 
guide of my whole life. He had lived ten eats in Suffex 
in great privacy, dividing his time wholly between ftud 
and retirement, and the doing of good; for in the pari 
where he lived, and in the parifhes round about, he was 
always employed in preaching and reading prayers. He 
diftributed all he had in charities, chufing rather to have 
it go throagh other people's hands than his own, for I was 
his almoner in London. He had gathered a well-chofen 
library of curious as well as ufeful books, which he left 
to the diocefe of Dumblane, for the ufe of the clergy there, 
that country being ill provided with books. He was in 
his laft years turned to a greater feverity againft popery 
than T had imagined a man of his temper, and of his 
Jargenefs in point of opinion, was capable. He fpoke of 
the corruptions of the fecular fpirit, and of the cruelty 
that appeared in the Romi/h church with an extraordinary 
concern, and lamented the shameful advances which we 
feemed to be making towards ry» He did this with 
a tendernefs and an edge, which | did not expect from fo 
rechute and mortified a man. He looked on the ftate the 
church of England was in with very melancholy reflec- 
tions, and was very uneafy at an expreffion then much 
ufed, ¢ That it was the beft conftituted church in the 
world.’ He thought it was truly fuch with relation to 
the doctrine, the worfhip, and the main part of our go- 
vernment: But as to the adminifiration, both with rela- 
tion to the ecclefiaftical courts, and the paftoral care, he 
Tooked on it as one of the moft corrupt he had ever fen. 
He thought we looked like a fair carcafe of a hody, 
without a fpirit, and deftitute of that zeal, that ftrictnefs 
of life, and that laborioufnefs in the clergy, which became 
ws.’ Doctor Burnet had fuch an opinion of the excellency 
of this eminent Man, that he not only has written largely 
in- his commendation in his hiftory, but he fpeaks of him 
sp the fame exalted, if not fuperior ftrain, in his paftoral 
care. §T have now laid together (fays he) with great 
fimplicity what has been the chief fubjeé& of my 
thoughts for above thirty years. Iwas forced to them 
hy a bifhop thar had the greateft elevation of om 
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the largeft compafs of knowledge, the moft mortified, and 
moft heavenly difpofition that 1 ever {aw in mortal; that 
had the greateft parts as well as virtues, with the per- 
feGteft humility that I ever faw in man, and had a fab- 
lime ftrain of preaching with fo grave a gefture, and 
fuch a majefty of thought, of language, and’ pronuncia- 
tion, that I never faw a wandering eye where be preach- 
ed, and have teen whole affemblies often melt in tears 
before him; and of whom I can day with great truth, 
that in a free and frequent converfation with him for a- 
bove two and twenty years, ] never knew him {peak an 
idle word, that had not a direét tendency to edification ; 
and I never once faw him in any other temper but that 
which 1 wifhed to be in the latt minutes of my life. 
For that pattem which I faw in him, and for that con- 
verfation which I had with him, 1 know how much I have 
to anfwer to GOD; and though my reflecting on that which 
I knew in him gives me jail caufe of being deeply hum- 
bled in myfelf, and before GOD, yet I teel no more 
fenfible pleafure in any thing than in going over in my 
thoughts all that I faw and obferved in him.” 

"there were two remarkable circumitances in Dr. Leigh- 
ton's death, He ufed often to fay, that if he were to chute 
a place to die in, it fhould bean inn, it looking like a 
pilgrim’s going home, to whom this world was all as an 
inn, and who was weary of the noife and confufion of it. 
He added, that the officioufnets and care of friends was 
an entanglement to a dying man, aud that the uncon= 
cerned attendance of thofe that could be procured in fuch 
a place would give lefs difturbance. He obtained what 
he defired, for he died at the Belf-inn in Warwick-lanes 
Another circumftance was, that while he was bifhop in 
Scotiand, he took what his tenants were pleafed to pay him; 
fo that there was a great arrear due, which was raifed 
flowly by one whom he left in truft with his affairs there. 
The faft payment which he could expeét thence was fent 
up to him about fix weeks betore his death ; fo that his 
provifion and his journey ended together. 

His Works, though not defigned by him for the prefs, 
do indeed moft jultly praife bim in the gate. ¢ The de- 
fight and edification ({ays the late Dr. Daddridee, in the 
preface to Leighton’s Commentary on St. Peter) which b 
have found in the writings of thix seanderfid man, for tc 
I muft deliberately call him, would have been a full e- 
quivatent for my pains, fparate from all profpect of that 
efeG&t, which they might have uponothers. foray. 
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Tknow not, that I have ever fpent a quarter of an hour 
in reviewing any of them, but even amidét that interrup- 
tion, which a critical examination of the copy would na- 
- turally give, I have felt fome impreffions which I could 
always with to retain. I can hardly forbear faying, as 
a confiderable philofopher and eminent divine [Dr. Henry 
Miles, F.R, S.] faid to me ina letter long ago, and when 
my acquaintance with our Author’s works was but begin-~ 
ning: ‘ There is a fpirit in archbifhop Leighton I never 
met with in any human writings, nor can I read many 
lines in them without being moved.’ Indeed, continues 
Dr. Doddridge, it would be difficult for me to fay where, 
but in the facred oracles, I have ever found fuch heart- 
affecting leffons of fimplicity and humility, candor and 
benevolence, exalted piety, without the leaft tinGture of 
enthufiafm, and an entire mortification to every earthly 
intereft, without any mixture of fplenetic refentment. 
Nor can f ever fufficiently admire that artlefs manner, in 
which he lays open, as it were, his whole breaft to the 
reader, and fhews, without feeming to be at all confcious 
of it himfelf, all the various graces that can adorn and eno- 
ble the chriftian, running like fo many veins of precious 
ore in the rich mine where they grew. And hence, if I 
miftake not, is that wonderful energy of his difcourfes, 
obvious as they feem, unadorned as they really are, which 
T have obferved to be owned by perfons of eminent piety 
in the moft different ranks, and amidft all the variety of 
education and capacity that can be imagined. As ever’ 
eye is ftruck by confummate beauty, though in the plaine: 
dre(s, and the fight of fuch an ‘objeét impreffes. much 
more than any Iabored defcription of complexion, fea- 
tures, or air, or any harangue on the niceft rules of pro- 
portion which could come into confideration ; fo in the 
works of this Great Adept in true Chriftianity, we do not fo 
much hear of goodnefs, as fee it in its mof genuine traces 5 
fee him as a living image of his divine Mafter, for fuch 
indeed his writings fhew, I had almoft faid demonftrated 
him to have been, by fuch internal characters as furely a 
ad man could not counterfeit, and no good man can fo 
much as fufpect.’ 
‘We have feen only his ‘* Expofition upon ‘the firft 
Epiftle of St. Peter, *® and his ‘¢ Seleét Works and Let~ 


ters ;” 


* Dr. Deddridge having occation to Speak of thie ‘* Commentary 
on the x Ep. of St. Peter,” in his © Family Expofitor,” Vol. VI. p. 273. 
Sa note, bys, I eflecn it to be among the molt inftrudtive and lefal 
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ters ;” all together confifting of three full effave volumes. 
His “ Expofition” has lately been republithed by the 
reverend Mr. Foffer ; and it is much to be withed, that 
the volume of his ‘ Seleét Works” had accompanied that 
edition. The truly pious foul cag fearce find more pro- 
fitable reading befide the Bible. 
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T HE good and great Mr. Fobn Claude, a minifter 
of the church of Paris, born at Sauvetat in the 
province of Aagenois, in the year 1619, was one of the 
moft eminent men of the ecclefiaftical profeffion. He 
ftudied as far as philofophy under his father, who was 
alfo a minifter; and afterwards, going through a courfe 
of divinity, was ordained at Montauban in the year 1645. 
He was made minifter of a church of Ficf, called fa 
Freinc, where he officiated a twelvemonth. © Afterwards 
he became minifter of a church of St. Africk in Rovergne 3 
and eight years after, paftor of that of Mimes. As’ the 
proteftants had an wniverfity in the city of Mimes, Mr. 
Claude had there an opportunity of difplaying one of his 
chief talents, which was happi ly explaining a theologicak 
fubject ; and he ufed to read private lectures to fue 

were candidates for the miniftry. He had undertaken to 
refute the piece, called ‘ The Method,’ which was writ- 
ten by cardinal Richelieu againft the proteftants ; but hear- 
ing, that Mr. Martel, the profeffor of divinity at Afon- 
tablau, hada fynodical commiffion for that purpofe, he 
laid afide that defign. Having oppofed, in the fynod of 
the Lower Languedoc, 2 man, whom the court had won 
over to attempt a re-union, he was punifhed for it by a 
decree of council, which forbad him the exercite of the 
fanétions of a minifter in Languedoc, after he had exercifed 
them eight years at Mimes. He went to Paris to get, if 
poflible, this refolution taken off; and, after flaying 


books our language affords, and cannot but confider it a8 a great bono 
conferred upon me by Providence, to have bea an intrument of prefent- 
ing it to the world in fo corre a form ; as well as of refcuing many 
other inftrndlive pieces of that excellent and amiatle Author, ftom the 
oblivion in which they had fo long been buried.” 
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there fix months to no purpofe, he took a journey to 
Montauban, where he preached the day after his arrival, 
and accepted the offer which the people of that church 
made him. 

During this journey, he wrote a little book, which 
gave rife to the moft hinous difpute, that ever was cur- 
tied on in France between the proteftants and Roman ca- 
tholics, The occafion of it was this: Meffienrs de 
Port-Royal were at that time ufing their utmoft endeavors 
to make a convert of Mr. de Turenne to the Rami reli- 
gion; and for that purpofe prefented him with a little 
piece, in which they pretended to fhew, that the pro- 
teftant churches had always believed what is taught in 
that of the Romanifis, concerning the real prefence, and 
that a change of belief, fuch as the proteftants fuppofe, is 
impofible, Mr. de Turenne’s lady, who always dreaded 
what happened after her deceafe, namely, that her huf- 
band would turn Roman catholic, did all that lay in her 
power to confirm him in the proteftant faith. For this 
reafon fhe caufed an anfwer to be made to the piece of 
Meffieurs de Port-Royal; and Mr. Claude was appointed 
to write it, He acquitted himfelf fo admirably well upén 
this occafion, that feveral copies were taken of his an- 
{wer, which were fpread every where, both in Paris and 
in the provinces; fo that had it been printed, it could 
not have been made much more- public, Meffieurs de 
Port-Royal, hearing of this, thought themfelves abfolutely 
obliged ‘to anfwer it; which they did, by publifhing, in 
the year 1664, the famous work, entitled, * Le perpetuite 
de la foi de Peglife catholique tcuchant Peucharifies’ that is, . 
‘The perpetuity of the catholic church in regard to its 
doétrine of the eucharift, It contains the firft piece, and 
a reply to Mr. Claude's anfwer. This minifter, who was 
then at Montauban, wrote a reply, which was printed 
with his firit anfwer in the year 1666. This work is en- 
titled, “ Re/ponfeaux traites, intituleny La perpetuite,” &c. 
that is, An anfwer to two treatifes, entitled, “ The per- 
petuity, &c.” ‘Fhere is no doubt, but thé merit of Mr. 
Claude's book contyibuted ly to its fame; but never- 
thelefs, the {tate in which Janjenifm was at that time, was 
one chief caufe of the mighty noife this work made. 
For the Fanfenifis confidered Mrv Claude's triumph as no- 
thing, provided it could but feffen the joy of Meffieurs 
de Port-Royal; and therefore, for the fake of promoting’ 
their own caufe, they fpread in ali places the name and 
merit of Mr. Clande.. So-neceflary is it, ax Boyle jnflly 
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ebferves upon this occafion, for fome books to appear at 
certain feafons, and to be wrote againft certain pertons, 
yather than at other junétures. Mr. Arnauid undertook 
to refute Mr, Claude's book, and publifhed a large volume 
in the year 1669. Father Nouet,°a famous jetuit, en- 
gaged in the controverfy, and publithed a book againft 
‘Mr. Claude, who wrote an anfwer to it, which was 
printed in 1668. Some prefer this anfwer to his other 
pieces; and we are told, that it was his favorite piece. 
‘The author of the < Journal des favans, difcharged his 
artillery againft Mr. Claude, by ‘inferting an extract of 
that jetuit's book: And this occafioned Mr. Claude to 
publith a very witty provinciale againft the author of the 
journal, It is an anonymous letter, and entitled, * Let- 
tre d'un provincial a un de fes amis fur le fujet du journal da 
28 Fuin 1667,” that is, * A letter from a provincial to a 
friend, occafioned by the journal of the 28th of June 
1667;” which letter was anfwered by the journaliit fome 
time after, This conteft went no farther; but with re- 
gard to Mr. Arnaud, who had added two more volumes 
to the former, Mr. Claude was forced to engage in a very 
laborious ftady, in order to examine the tenets of the 
Greek church, and thofe of the Eaftecn {chifmaticks : And 
he fhewed great learning and abilities in the anlwer he 
made tohim. The Fanjeni/ts only made a general reply 
to Mr, Claude's book. "They publithed their Prejugen le- 

itimes contre le Calvinifme, that is, Jutt prejudices againit 
Salvinitin : Which Mr. Claude refuted by one of the heft 
works, fays Bayle, that either himfelf or any other pro- 
teftant clergyman ever compofed. It is entitled, ‘* De- 
finfe de la reformation,” that is, A defence of the re- 
formation :” was firft printed in 4to. at Roan in 1673, 
and afterwards at the Hague in 1682, 12mo, 

Mr. Claude, as we have obferved, was elefted minifter 
of the church of Montauban: It_was about the year 
1662. Four years after, he was forbid by the court to 
exercife his funétions there, which obliged him to go a 
fecond time to Paris. He continued there near nine 
months, without being able to remove the obftacles of his 
return to Montauban. During this interval, he was in- 
vited to the church of Bourdeanx ; but the congregation of 
Charenton, being unwilling to lofe a perfon of Mr. Claude's 
abilities, gave him alfo an invitation in the year 1666, 
From that time, to the revocation of the edict of Navty, 
he did very great fervice to thar church, and io ihe whole 
body, by te excellent works; and by the deta he de 
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feended to, concerning the affairs which the deputies of 
provinces communicated to him. No man was ever bet- 
ter qualified to head either a confiftory or a fynod, ‘or to 
difpute off-hand. He difcovered this Jatter talent in the 
Jatt conference, which”Mademoifelle de Duras defired to 
hear, This lady, it feems, would not forfake her reli- 
ion, till fhe had heard Mr. Claude and the bifhop of 
feaux difpute in her prefence: She accordingly had her 
with; for thefe two illuftrious champions difputed to- 
gether at the countefs de Roic’s her fifter’s, the firft of 
March 1678. Each difputant wrote the relation of his 
conference, and afcribed the vitory to himfelf,- Thefe 
relations were at firft only handed about in manufcript ; 
but at aft the bithop of Meaux publifhed his relation in 
the year 1682, and that of Mr. Claude followed foon af- 
ter, ‘Mr. Claude was diftinguifhed from the reft of the 
minifters, by the manner in which the court ordered him 
to leave the kingdom. He, like them, had a fortnight 
allowed him to Icave it: But the Romifh clergy found 
means to fhorten even that time. For on Monday the 
twenty-fecond of Ofober 1685, the day on which the 
revocation of the edict of Nantz was regifteted at Paris, 
Mr, Claude at ten in the morning was ordered to leave 
France in twenty-four hours. He obeyed with the utmoft 
fubmiffion; and fet out, attended by one of the king’s 
footmen, who was ordered to conduct him to the frontiers 
of France; and who, though he executed his orders faith- 
fully, yet treated Mr. Claude with civility : fo true it is, 
that exalted merit has a great influence even on the hearts 
of thofe who do not love the proteftant religion. He fet 
out from Paris in the Bruffils coach; and his fame flying 
before him procured him feveral obliging offices from many 
perfons in his journey. He pafed through Cambray, 
where he lay; and was there prefented with fome refrelh- 
ments by the jeluits. The father reétor did Mr. Claude 
the honor to pay him a vifit, which Mr. Claude returned ; 
and the difference of religion did not interrupt this oblig- 
ing correfpondence and marks of reciprocal efteem. 

Mr. Claude made Heiland bis place of refuge; where 
he met with a very kind reception, and was honored with 
a contiderable penfion by the prince of Orange. He ufed 
to preach from time to time at the Hague ; and his lat 
fermon was on Chrifimas-day 1685; where he difplayed 
his excellent talent fo admirably, that the princefs of 
Orange was greatly affe@ted and extremely pleafed with 
m. The authors of the fapplement to Moreri’s diftio- 
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nary have indeed faid, that ‘ even .the French proteftants 
themfelves neverglooked upon his fermons as excellent 
ones ;’ but Mr. Bayle has declared, in antwer to fuch mif- 
reprefentation, that ¢ they contained all thofe things, 
which the proteftants could defire; fuch as the greateft 
regularity and order, a deep fearch into divinity, much 
fublimity and majefty, a nervous inatculine eloquence 
and a juftnefs of argument. ] than can be faid on this 
fubje&t, continues Mr. Bayle, is, that Mr. Claude had 
not a pleafing voice; wiich vxve occafion to this {mart 
faying of Mr. Morus, that iit the voices will be for him 
except his own: But this did not leffen the great fame 
and efteem, in which his fermons were held.’ His death 
was juit matter of grief to the whole proteftant party. 
Many judicious among them regretted it the morc, as 
thinking, that, had he lived tonger, fo many feandalous 
quarrels would not have broke out among them, which 
have {ince given fo much pleafure to the Roman catholics + 
Yet many others believed and afferted, that it would have 
been impoffible for any man to have prevented them. 
‘We will add a few memorable circumflances which at- 
tended his death from another Biographer, who has writ- 
ten his life very much at large. 

Mr. Claude's courte of tie (fays the writer abovemen- 
tioned) at the Hague was, in general, this: He rofe 
early, worfhipped é0p in private, and afterward with 
his family. The forenoon he fpent in ftudy, afternoons 
he devoted to vifitors ; for the people, who fought tocon~ 
verfe with him, were innumerable: He atea light and 
cy fapper, and received after it bis intimate friends. 
‘ Here, fays one of them, in thofe hours of freedom, in 
thofe eafy converiations, we faw the very Mr. Claude. 
His ferious opennefs of heart, his wife and affable con- 
verfation, his penetrating genius and fweet temper, af- 
forded us the higheft delight. Thefe converfations al- 
ways ended with the ufual exercifes of piety in his family. 
The company departed, and he retired to bed.’ 

There was, at this time, no regular preaching in the 
Walloon church, Mr. Claude, however, preached there 
occafionally in his fon’s ftead, and at other times elfe- 
where, Going to pay his refpeéts to the elector of Bran-» 
denburg at Cleve, the duke defired-him to preach in his 
palace at two in the afternoon. Mr. Claude did fo from 
thefe words, 2 Cor. v.17. If any man he in Chrifl, he is 
a new creature, avd io on. “His highnefs was extremely 
pleafed with the fernon, and he expreffed his fatisfaction 
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to Mr. Claude in the,moft ample manner. The prince 
and princefs of Orange often required hjm to preach be- 
fore them. Mr. Claude had not a fine voice: But his 
auditors were always charmed with his fermons; and it 
‘was a {mart faying of a gentleman, who was afked after 
fermon, how he liked the preacher. * Every voice will 
be for him, faid he, except his own.’ It was on Decem- 
Ber the 25th, 1686, that Mr. Claude preached one of his 
greateft fermons before their royal highneffes, from Luke 
I, 30, tc. The auditors were all extremely affeéted with 
this difcourfe, and pafled the higheft encomiums on it. 
All thought the preacher excelled himfelf: But little did 
they think, that, while he uttered himfelf with great 
eagernefs, and was heated in his work, he was catching 
that illnefs, which would bring him to the grave. In the 
evening he found himfelf uncommonly weary. In the 
night he had a fever, with violent pains all over him, 
Each following day he became worfe and worfe, and all 
perceived his diffolution approaching. On Monday Fanu- 
ery 6, 1687, he fent for the fenior paftor of the church, 
to whom in the prefence of all his family he expreffed 
himfelf thus,” ‘* Sir, I was defirous to fee you, and to 
make my dying declaration before you. Tama miferable 
finner before GOD. I moft heartily befeech him to thew 
me mercy for the fake of our Lord Fefus Chri. 1 hope 
he will hear my prayer. He has promifed to hear the 
cries of repenting finners. I adore him for bleffing my 
miniftry. It has not been fruitlefs in his church ; it is'an 
effect of GOD’s grace, and I adore his providence for 
it.” After paufing awhile he added.‘ I have carefully 
éxamined all religions. None appear to me worthy of 
the wifdom of GOD, and capable of leading man to hap~ 
pinefs, but the chriftian religion. 1 have diligently ftu- 
died popery and the reformation, The proteftant reli- 
gion, I think, is the only good religion, It is all found 
py the holy fcriptures, the word of GOD, From this as 
from a fountain all religion muft be drawn, Scripture is 
the root, the proteftant religion is the trunk and branches 
of thetree. Tt becomes you all to keep Heady 0. ir? 

"The paftor told him, he was not farprized to hear hi 
eexprefs himfelf fo, after what he had preached and printed 
in books, which had fo greatly edified the church,—— 
‘@ Ah! break off, {aid he, interrupting him, let us not 
fptak of praifes at a time when moments are fo precious, 
and when they ought to be employed to a better ufe.” 
Here, being fatigued, he afked to be put to bed, ‘ad 
@ 
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He penely {poke of the happinefs of thofe, who 
had eft France for religion, and befoughe his family and- 
friends to prize liberty of confcience. Mrs, Claude akked 
him_one day, whether he was not forry to leave her? 
«© No, replied he, I am going to my GOD, and I leave 
you in his hands in a free countrys What can I defire 
amore either for you or myfelf?” ~ Not being able to fit 
up, he defired a friend to write, as he diftated, a letter 
to the prince of Orange. It was thort, gratulatory, and 
pathetic. With fome trouble he figned it. His highnefs 
received it with great condefcenfion ; and, all hero as he 
was, he perceived, as he perufed it, that he was a man as 
well as the writer, He bleffed, and wept for the depart- 
ing Claude. A week before he died, with true patriarchat 
dignity, he fat up in his bed, and afked to fpeak with his 
fon, and family. ‘ Son, (faid he, tenderly embracing 
him), I am leaving you. The time of my departure is 
at hand.” Silence, and fobs, and floods of tears followed, 
each clafped in the others arms. The family all came, 
and atked his blefling. ‘¢ Moft willingly, replied he, 
will I give it you.” ‘Mrs. Claude knecled down by the 
hed-fide. «¢ My wife, faid he, I have always tenderly 
loved you, Be not afflifted at my death, ‘The death of 
the faints is precious in the fight of GOD. In you 1 
have feen a fincere piety. I bles GOD for it. Be con- 
ftant in ferving him with your whole heart. He will 
blefs you. I recommend my fon and his family to you, 
and I befeech the Lord to blefs you.” Tv his fon, who, 
with an old fervant, was kneeling by his mother, he faid, 
among other things, ‘* Son, you have choicn the good 
part. Perform your office as a good paflor, and GOD 
will blefs you. Love and refpe& your mother. Be 
mindful of this domeftick. ‘Fake care fhe want nothing 
as long as fhe lives. I give you all my bleffing.” The 
afflicted family had not the power of making any anfwer, 
their tears and their filence {poke for them. The paftor 
being prefent, Mr. Claude defired him to pray, adding, 
‘6 Be thort,——I am fo opprefled, that I can only attend 
to two of the great truths of religion, the reercy of 
GOD, and the gracious aids of his holy Spirit.” 

After this a delirium feized him. He had, however, 
his fenfes at times, and always employed thofe moments 
in edifying his attendants. Monf. Dy #izie vifiting him 
in a lucid interval, and afking him of the ftate of his 
mind, he faid with a deliberate compofure, «7 Eno 
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whom I have believed, and I am perfuaded he is able to 
keep that, which I have committed unto him againft that 
day,” Another time the fenior paftor atked him, Do 
you know me, Sir? “ Yes, replied he, you are aw 
paftor——My whole recourfe is to the mercy of GO! 
—-—I expeét’a better life than this——help to fortify my 
megitations by your prayers.” Speaks at another time 
to his fon, he faid, “ Son, our rd Sofas Chrift is m 
eoty righteoufnelss T need no other; he ts all-fufficient.’ 

n Monfieur Arbuffe defired from the pulpit before 
prayer the prayers of the congregation for one of their 
brethren extremely ill, who deferved to be lamented by 
all good people, the congregation looked and liftened: 
But when he added the fick perfon was Mr. Claxde, the 
whole affembly burft into a fiood of tears. Publick 
prayer was repeatedly offered for him: But the time of 
his departure was come, and on Yanuary the thirteenth, 
in the fixty-eighth year of his age, he refigned his foul 
into the hands of GOD, who gave it. Thus lived, and 
thus died the ineftimable Joba Claude. Forty-two years 
he ferved the church of GOD with all humility of mind, 
and with many tears and temptations, which befel him by 
the lying in wait of men worte than Jews, though called 
chriftians. In France he was in the higheft reputation, 
His friends loved him, and his adverfaries feared him, 
His banifhment completed his credit abroad, His name 
has paffed with Inftre into other countries, and he yet 
lives and {peaks among us by his excellent works,’ 

His Works, befides what have been already men-~ 
tioned, are five pofthumous volumes in ofevs; publifhed 
by Mr. fear Claude, after the deceafe of his father. 
“¢ J, In the frf volume is an Anfwer to a Treatife on 
the Sacrament ; fuppofed to be written by Cardinal Le 
Camus, vifhop of Grensble—F our Letters occafioned by 
the foregoing Treatife, an Effay on the Compofition of a 
Sermon. il. The fecond and third volumes contain a 
body of cltriftian divinity. III. The fourth confifts of 
thefes, expotitions of paflages of {cripture, and fo on. TV. 
The fifth contains letters on religion, and on various 
fubjedts.” A 
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